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Vi PR E ? A 6fi. f 

Icarce any Su6jc6t Has been fo feldom treated. 
The giving Advice is a Thing of the moft deli- 
cate Nature, and in which it is moft difficult to 
fircceed. For if a Man writes warmly, it feems 
to be too affuming, and if we are exceeding 
cautious, it is a Handred to one, that the Perfon 
to whom one writes, finds us exceeding cold, and 
pays but little Regard to Arguments, that are 
prefled but faintly. The old Rule of Horace re- 
mains inconteftably true, to move others, yoii j 
muft fhew, that yo\i are yourfelf moved. I 

We are next entertained with Remarks oa 
Poetry in general, which gradually defcen^ into i 
regular Introdudions to the Hiftory of the feve- | 
ral Kinds of Poefy, which have flouriflied in this j 
Country. There are fomenew Charadlers intro- 
duced in this Book, with which a judicious Rea- 
der will probably be at leaft, as well pleafed, as 
with^any he has feen before. There is great r 
Freedom reigns throughout this Criticifm, in \ 
which however nothing of ill Nature vdll be dif- l 
covered. This is not die Author's Failing ; he i^ 
very willing to commend, where lie can, and to 
be filent where he cannot. He ufedfome Art 
in quitting this Subjeft, when he had executed 
his Plan, and leaves the Reader to difcover from 
Experience, that his Meaning was no more than 
to afford him certain Lights in Criticifm, to be 
applied occafionally by his own Judgment. 

Hiftory is treated in the next Book, in the 
fome Manner as Poetry had been before, the 
Author having two Things efpecially in View : 
Firft, to iiiculcate the great Eafc of finding ra- 
tional 



£f](iployin«i^ fufiicieQt to qualify the So- 
fpfz riii^oJletirement ; ^nd next tha( m 
[, Hi%^ ai;i4r wh^vcr dfc can be con- 
ifi^ a r^tjpn^ ,L^ght, wp cfught to prcfcf 

f- -3j^i^, thajt^^ .f^^^ Inhabitants of oupr 

?-J3^^*^> I to,tijipfc of otibcr Poofple. In tl^ 
apieps &at ai:e;lj|erc givw w^ ^the Hiftoric;? 
,a|ie 'qie?3triy apd . pl^^^ they are 

,tofa?|V. fi:om very remote Times^ w^^ch rendered 
,|ny. Pfecautions ijgediefs. This, was not the Cafe, 
widfi regard to a late GoUcdtion, entitled, Con^ 
tj*4NT;iAj in whjich the Hiftpry of the Protestor 
Ij^ Vncleof E4'ward VL under the Title of 
CwLntde St. Maurice^ and the prudential Maxima 
pf the great Fpundet of Blenbeimy are focpnr 
cealed, tnat I j^rfuade myfelf they have heep^but 
little underftood ; tbo' in thcmfelves both curious 
afwi entertaining. 

'3fhe laft Book is of a very mifeellaneous Na^r 
)t^^,!^^d contains Inftances of very differept kinds 
j^ A^^ the Solemnity of thie tWQ 

l^i^^^^ ^ "X^eod^rus^ auir A:,arce faij of p|egfii|g 
the l^eader iajhi^/eriouaMcnpents, or of gijfi|ig 
|blj]i.>iJipvv Profpe^of fuch Pv^tSjas are efteem-! 
c^i^^ip^Q^ Accidents in ^uman I^fei 

TOm 1^ differs froH> every Thing 

^tt^^ook^ (?x^ Elegiac Poem^ ii^ 

ixx^^^^t^,"^^ of Loft* ,y The two CUnefi 

Slories are free l^ranflations, and the lafl Letter 
il intended to juflify the Publication, or at leaff 
to accbunt for it. j 

Upon the Whole, it will appear, the Author 
^ ufed his befl Endeavours to accommodate 

the 
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viii p^lL^tf^Me§. 

-Vai^iety of l^ieces; writteh in' Si' the tl^^ 
S^les of which fiieh familiar Cbmpofitipte ''^ 
capable. Td haVe'donfe tfiisiiri i dry Maniief, fey ~ 
hfeaping on* IJettek*^ upon atiother, and placing 
the Subjeds ^ th^ Head, v^tild'havd been te- 
dious and confetjnently tofdcfe j as it is, the 
Reader finds EMertairimeht and foftrufidonna i 
<^, ' and has tl^ 8*tisfa<3:16n' of "cohtcmplatni|j I 
Moral I'ruths,- in^ a Drefe that is not either la- 1 
viihly gay, or cotrtemptibly plain. ' I 

There remains oneThing more before we part, ^ 
which tho' an attentive Reader would eafily j 
havedifcovered^ it is neverthelefs the proper Bu- j 
iinefs of this Preface to mention. Thefe I^etterS i 
were written many Years ago^ before the lat^ ' 
War with JPr^^K^, when the Moderation of the 
pacific Fleury wzs as uniyerfally acknowledged; 
as it is now generally contemned, by diofe who I 
receive the Benefit ef it, and whb very probably 
may live, to laiiicfnt the L6fs of him. It is truc> 
thefe Letters might h?lvte been altered, but not 
ifd^hout injuring the Plan ; and therefore it was 
Aought better to leave tfrttn to the Perufer*i 
Candour, who cannot bi* have foipe Goqiplai- 
fence for one who has tak^n fo itaubh Pains, 
with no other l^urpofe than to tfcligeljim, and 
who difdaihs any other Patroa than the Public. 
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B o o K I. 

L E T T E R I. 

F L O R 1 M p N p ;^ E M E L I A, 

Fair One, ' 

\ F you meant laft Night to be tn^ 
tremely malicious, you certainly fucr 
ceeded ; you diftinguilhed yourfelf 
by fevere Refleftions on our Sex, 
and you mortified me by pointr 
ing all thofe Refleftions againft a 
Vf ry trivial Expreflion<, which efcaped mc by 
Chance. Well, Madam, you railed at Men, but 
I don't believe Mankind ^re much afFeded with 
it ; you have tortured your Admirer, merely be- 
^aufe he is lb. Is not this playing the Tyrant ? 
They fay the hte Emperor oi Morocco ufed to 

B fhreatefj 
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threaten all the Princes of Europe: but they did 
not much regard it, becaufe they were out of his 
Reach ; but when he threatened his Slaves, they 
trembled like me, becaufe they were at his 
Mercy. 

You twice mentioned Alonzo to that moft hu- 
mane Lady, who put you upon declaiming; fhall 
I afk you who that Alonzo was? Perhaps fome 
Tale hangs thereon, not unlike that which the 
Speftator tells us of Tarich and Inkle % but grant it 
fo, or worfe, it only proves that there are Mon- 
fters among Men, and not that Men are Mdn- 
flers. You may, without queftion, if you will ran- 
fac all your Novels and Romances, pick up a 
hundred Inftances of Falfhood, Treachery, and 
Bafenefs; but of what Ufe they will be to you 
when they are pick'd up, I cannot fay, unlefs it 
Ihould be to encourage you in the laudable Pro- 
jeft of either turning Nun abroad, or living an 
old Maid at home. 

Belfeve me. Madam, Men of Honour think as 
contemptibly qf bad Men, as any of you Ladies 
can do : they fcorn to undertake their Defence, 
and therefore it is Cruelty to upbraid them with 
Stbries 6f their Mifdeeds; their Faults regard not 
them, why then fhould their Punifliment ? That 
they are Men as well as we, is true; but that we 
are as bad as they, for that very R^afon, would 
be an odd Inference. 

Tbo* Man ta Man mufi ever he aUy% 

As of one Mafs alike in Birth and Death \ 

Sttll^ in their JVorth^ Men differmuch from Men^ 

So of one Matter Stones are all comfos^dy 

Tet on the Gravel with Contempt we tread -y 

While Diamonds glitter on the Brows of Kings. 

Be 
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Be it ypur Pride ftill to diftinguifb Worthy 

And mine y to aim at IVortb^ that you may prize. 

%t. Edmonds yBvry. xr c *j\^c \ 

TV/r/iiyEveniog! Your faithful 

FLORIMOND. 



LETTER II. 
7i» F L O R I M P N D, 

Good Grave Sir, 

I Have read your Epiftle, which is, in fober 
Sadnefs, a very moral and a very rational 
Pifcourfe ; only methinks it is a little too folemn, 
confidering the Subjeft was a Woman's Wit.^ I 
grant you that I was a little malicious, and that 
it is fit you fliould know fomething of the Storv 
of Alonzo. I woq'd fain put you in go <i 
Htimour, if I could -, and therefore I will firft 
tell you the Tale, and then fay a Word or two 
of the Occafion of it, 

Laft Summer, there was a fine Gentleman froni 
Londonlodg^d in ourNeighbourhood ; by Degrees 
he became known to feveral Families hereabouts, 
and among the reft to that of a Clergyman of my 
Acquaintance. The Dpftqr's eldeft Daughter was 
a Wit; flie had read wholq Sfielves full of Roman- 
ces, fpelt better than moft of her Sex, and v)en- 
tur'd now and then to make Verfes; our Lon- 
doner^ whofe Tafte had takeji a like Turn, was 
mightily fmittcn with her. To cut my Story 
B 2 ihort. 
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fhort, an Amour was commenc'd. Billets pafled 
between them, which were fign'd by him Alonzo^ 
and by her Elvira ; one of them fell intOsher Fa- 
ther's Hands, who Aiow'd it to my Mother, and 
as Women are communicative, myfelf and that 
humane Lady, as you call her, got a Sigl>t of it ; 
*its Ending I ftiall never forget^ thus it ran : 

'' ur Fondnefs^ fweet One^ Jhail at length become 
Love*s Standard y fo that future Folks Jhall Jay ^ 
When they wcu'd paint a Pajficn pure and bright^ 
They^e faithful as Alonzo a?:d EiviYSi. 

TheDcftor, who, itfeems, did not at all ap^ 
prove this fort ot Preaching, icnt his Daughter 
into Oxford/hire: upon which Jlonzo fell fo" ill, 
that his Relations thought proper to fend for him 
to London\ but my Brother, who is come from 
thence lail: Week, informs mc that, by the Help 
of the Town Air, and the Town Diverfions, he 
recovered fo effcftually in fix Wrecks, that he com- 
\pleted a Match his Mother had madfe for him^ 
•|^'ith a rich Haherdajhet^ s Daughter he had never 
feen till his Return thithjcr ; and this without the 
Jea^ Enquiry after Elvira^ or his Mother's Hand- 
maid Sufanna^ with whom, two Years before he 
WGu'd certainly have contraded Matrimony, if 
be had not been {lappily banilhed into our Part of 
Suffolk. 

Thi;s, Flcrimcnd, is the Story of Jlonzoy in 
which I believe you will fee nothing, fhining or 
uncornrnpn j nothing of the Wonderful that 
£/W tells. me was in the Story of the Nortlif 
jBr/V^Lady, who died fo firangely on her Wed- 
ding Night; whicji with a fober Face, and a Train 
of curious Circvimftances, you were pleafed to tell 
at oijr Tea-Table, the Day I went with my Aunt 

to 
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to Cambriclge. Indeed, i Sir, it had a mighty 
happy EfFed; the whole Family was full of it 
when I came home, and old Nurle began to re- 
peat it witji Tears, when (he went to condud us to 
Bed : what View you had in frighting fo many 
innocent Females I know not, but fuppofing my- 
felf fome Way Goricern*d,.I confefs my Intention 
to mortify^ t'other Night. I wouM not hear 
your Story from Nurfe or Harriot^ fo write it as 
you dread the Frown 

Of your tyrant ^ 
.. E ME LI A. 

- P. S. ^00 well your Lines defcrihe a IVoniiin^s Life^ 
Unwed a Gem^ a Pebble when a Wife ! 



L E T T E R II. 
FLORIMOND/^EMELIA. 

F A I R O N £j 

IN Love and in Loyalty, Obedience is alveays 
the beft Expreflion of Duty, I (hall there- 
fore fend you the Story you are pleafed to treat 
fo fevercly^ and, in fpite of your I^llery, am 
very ^yell pleafed you would not receive it froni 
another Hand* Your hopeful Coufin, who is 
always doing me one goo^^ Turn or other, in- 
troduced a Difcourfc of the unlucky Coufcquen- 
B 3 ces 
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ces which fometimes attend Breaches of Fzitti 
in Love ^ I am now perfuaded Ihe did it malics- 
oufly, but at that Time looked upon it as an inno- 
cent and cafual Topick, on which it is very poffi- 
ble I might talk with more than ufual Wirmth- 



fVcrds of themfelves with eafy Current flowy • 
When we difcourfe of Things that well we know. 
But when the Heart impels^ Uis then they run 
Like Torrents over Mountains rolling down^ . 
tVhere much of Force and little Judgment s fhown. 



I 



After this fhort Excufe, perhaps you will think 
my Tale not fo abfurd ; and as to its being incre- 
f dible, all I can fay to that is, that 1 had it from the 
Mouth of a Gentleman of great Worth and Ho- 
nour, who would not have uttered a Falfehood 
knowingly, as he muft have done, if this had been 
fo* A Lady in Scotland^ of a great Family, had, 
with the Confent of her Relations, promifed 
Marriage to a Gentleman of equal Birth ; and 
afterwards, for Reafons beft known to herfelf, 
broke her Promife, which I conceive was not 
much to her Reputation ; and thereby broke his 
Hegrt : fiich is the Force of manly Paffion ! Some 
Years after this, the Lady made a fecond Promife, 
which, to fliew flie would not te true even to In- 
conftancy, fhe kept. The Wedding was celebrated 
lat her Father^s Houfe, who entertained his own 
and the Bridegroom's Relations, in a Dining- 
Room under the Nuptial Bed-chamber ; when 
Night wasj«come, and the married Pair were put 
to Bed, the Company returned to this Dining«» 
Room, difpofed to continue their Mirth for fome 
Hours. They had not been there long before a 
^reat Noifc was heard above \ for fonie Time the 
4 LadyV 
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Lady's Father would not fuffer any Body to go up, 
but upon its encreafing, hifnfclf ^iiyd another Gen- 
tleman went to the Chamber Door, and receiving 
no Anfwer, on repeated. Calls to the Bridegroom, 
they broke open the Door ; then it Was they dif- 
cover'd the moft difmal Spedtacle that can be inia- 
gin'd ; tlie young Gentleman in ftrong Convul- 
lions on the Floor, the Lady fitting up in her 
Bed with her Head leaning on her Arm, but 
without Life, and almoft without Heat. This, 
Madam, is the Story as I heard it, without Exag- 
geration ; atid leave you to judge how applicable 
it mas to the Siubjeft under Confideration, and 
whajc Right I had to bring it in. 

You will forgive me. Madam, if, after fb me- 
lanchoHy a Riclation, I conclude this Letter fome- 
i^rfiat jnone gravely than ufual. Marriage is a very 
ferious Thingj. and I never knew any Body trifle 
with iu hut mcy found C^ufe to repent fuch a j 

Coodujft: This is the true Reafon why I cannot be ^^^ 
fo gay as perhaps fome other of your Admirers ; ; f 
but this^ I hope will not draw either my Sincerity, 
or my good Nature into Queftion ; .the former is ^ 
feldom demonftrated by laughing, and the latter, 
^^hen ^attended with Levity, is not fo much a 
good Quality as a Weaknefs. This I know, that 
in all Tempers I am, and always Qxd\l be, 

' Tour devoted Servant^ 

elorlmond: 
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L E T T E R V. 
FLORIMOND/dEMELIA. 

H^refs ofu n^ Hearty 

T. HAVE always admked^ however eharrtHng. 
i|^ fourPerfon, the Perfedicwis of your Mind, 
ratll^r than that Bloom of Beauty which may be 
in the Power of Accident, and muft feel that of 
Age*; but yourCondudt and that of your Coufin's, 
havd, as you judicioufly remark^ given nie fuch 
an Idea of feniale Policy, that to %eak ingehuouf- 
ly, fets it above any other kind of Policy that-I am 
acquainted with % for if to be always fuccefsful j if 
always to f^i^ril^e, if to penetrate all Things, ind^ 
to remain undiibo^ered by all Pcrfons, conftitute 
true Polky, then to me it would notfeem ftrange^ 
if all the Etopires of the Earth were goverh*<f 
by Womeh; an4periiaps, if the Curtains of all 
Cabinets were drawn, it might not prove nK>re 
ftrange tteiri true. * , 

The Steadinefs you exprefs, and the Affurances 
given me by yourCoufin, leave me nothing to fear,- 
but that ill Fortune may opprefs fo m^y good^ 
Qualities ; and that, while I admire their Excd- 
Itoce, I may be driven to deplore the Occafioa 
<tf feeing them difplay'd* I am led to thefe grave 
Refleiftiotis by an Accident that has happened, 
not only within theCompafs of my Knowledge, 
but almoft under my Eye. There lives in this 
Neighbourhood a Lady almoft as accon^Hlh'd as 

yourfelf. 



yourfelf, ancj not above three Years aider j ihci« 
the Wife of ^ Gientkman of Diftrndien, and the 
Daughter of a Man, who, when living, was of 
ftill greater Diftindkion^ Her Hufbaiicl, who is 
not lefs fenfible, or lefs good natur'd than young 
Gentleman ufually are, hath lately taken it into 
his Head to keep a Miftrefs, and to keep her with 
Eclai ; a Wonian inferior to his Wife in Perfon, 
in Temper, and in good Senfe •, but fhe abounds 
with that fort of intemperate Wit which becomes 
Ladies of her Profeflion, and wiiich has captivat- 
ed this unhappy young Man, in a Manner which 
differs little from what the common People call 
Witchcraft. 

Under this Misfortune, and fure a greater CQuId 
npt well bappeA, S^hnoma^ fo I c^ule tocaU his 
Wife, behaves with a Difcretion wiiich charms all 
the World, and furprifes even her neareft Rela- 
tions ; perhaps I cannot paint her Condud: better 
than by »e^afcirig wiiat a Lib^rtii^, who is pnc 
of her Hojrfbafid- 3 Companions, feid of hjer, The 
fFman is jo 'mrypod^ thai Jhe tmst fkipe. tht.A^ 
intbe wcrft light. It is iifipd3ible for xm to teU 
you what a Noife this Affatff ^make*, or bow grwt 
a Rwofatioti Sipkrmah^u <obtain'd^ by wh* 
would have lefien'd any Woman's Ch»raift«nf«hl> 
hid ftllcn (bort of ha: in Prudencie. At another 
Time ^)ediaps 1 ftiould have b^en ciatffciou$ ^ wHk 
4ng you fqch a Story ; but I fancy wig hav^tii^ms 
With Raillery, airtd my He^ i» {q ^11 of ^ 
own Affaira, tha^l fliould ha^ve wiEOte you a verjr 
dull Epiftle, if this Epifode had dot ftUen in rty 
Way. May that 'Prpvidfinee vvhich deiigbts in 
{nnooence, md. is,t>ever defiicient in prowoeftihg 
Virtue^ Watch ovtr'y<)u in all yovtf A^pn«^ wd 
fp»vc^ you from fiMferitig by tke HI <J^aitf]fs? ©f 

others. 
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others^ as I am confident you Will never be in 
Danger from any Errors of your own ! Forgive 
this Solemnity, which is the EfFeft of that Since- 
rity wherewith I am^ and fliall be, 

Everyours^ 

FLORIMONDI 



L E T T E R VL 
EMELIA/^ FLORIMONa ; 

My fober Lover, 

THE great Myftery is at length come out^ 
and 1 can write you now a full and true Ac • 
count of Mamma's prudent Circumfpeftion, and 
of hfer faucy Daughter's Folly andObftinacy. You 
muft kdow, that in the next Street there lodges a 
Baronet, and his eldeft Son and Heir ; the young 
Gentleman every Body agrees hath agood Perfon, 
and better Senfe ; but the Father is faid to be de* 
ficient in all kind of Knowledge, except what 
relates to the Refpeft due to his Title, which no 
Body in the Heralds-Office knows fo well. To 
fupport the Grandeur of his Family, he has lef^ 
fen'd very confiderably his paternal Eftate; and 
it -is propofed that my Father ihall mortgage 
his, to increafe my Fortune, in order to render 
'me a proper Match for his Son: This is the 
Scheme form'd by my Mother, in Concert with 

the 
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the Knight's Houfekceper. Don't fallint;c your 
Raptures again about female Policy; nor into De- 
fpair, thro' Fear this Scheme, filly as it is, fliould 
take EfFed ; but have the Goodnefs to appear in- 
different, and for once to difguife your Temper : 
hereafter I will affiga you my Reafons ; at 
prefent I h^vt a Right to Obedience, and there- 
fore I fay diflemble, becaufeit is my Will. 

I am oblig'd to you for jour News, becaufe 
among other Precautions, Mamma has intcrdifted 
going abroad, for how Iqng a Time I know not j 
1 have fmce heard the fame Tale from another 
Hand. Well, Sopbronia is a wifer Woman than 
I, and bears with Patience what I am perfuaded 
would go near to deprive me of mine ; fliall I 
tell you my Sentimentsfreely, Florimond? Perhaps 
^Sopbrmia is too prudent. I fancy that Men are 
not alwayscbarm'd with thefe regular Ladies, who 
move like the Spheres harmonioufly indeed, but 
by RulejS inc^mprehenfib\e tp copimon Under- 
ilandings •, who are fo long in their Clofets, fo 
long at their Toilet, fit fp l^ng after Dinner, and, 
in Ihort, are at every Thing fo long and no lon- 
ger. .Variety is always pieafing, apd for my 
Part I the lefs wonder at the Giddinefs of Sophro-- 
mah Hufband, when I confider how fediqus the 
Mptions of my regular Aunt have fcemed to my- 
felf. If you will trqftme, Florimond^ thjsSame- 
nefs in Condudt is peer Affecftation, or elfc 
fprings from a Deficiency of good Senfe, which 
puts a Woman on fupplying that by Habit which 
Ihe wants in Abilities^ if the Furniture of a fe- 
male Mind noray beever honoured with that Name. 
The Charafter you give tjie Enchantrefs, 
makes my Conje£ture the more probable ; for 
^bat, befides the Inclination of feeing fomething 

' ^ WW 
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l^ore than the fame Thing over again ; could iiir 
duce a Man to leave a V/oman of Virtue, for ^ 
Woman void even pf its Appearance. It was cctr 
tainly a wrong and a precipitate Choice ; but, 
Fltnrimandy let us ^void the Rock upon which 
others ftrike, and rather bear with the Frailties 
incident even to the b^ Natures, than attempt by 
a ftudied Difguife, to appear without Failings, a 
fattlikfs Mtmfter wfficb the Werld ne*erfaw^ as one 
of your favourite Writers ei^prefies it ; at leaft 
this is the Sentmlent of, 

EMEl^IA. 

P. iS. To divert you a little (for you muft 

know I have the Vanity to think you are melan-^ 

choly) I fend you the following Verfes on my 

Coufin*s, Birth-Day, by her Admirer Phaon^ 

' who is faid to have a good Vein in Poetry. 

1*0 ELIZA on her Bieth-Day. 
AnOHTl. 

I- 

T T Ear^ Heaven^ on this propitious Day i 
Jtl O hear ! and on the Nymph bejiow 
whatever may make her hlefs^dand gay^ 
For whom my Verfi and Wijhesflow. 

IL 

Let ev'ry Mom of her dear Uft 
Be mild andfair^ and bright asjhe\ 

Free from all Clouds of Care or Strife^ 
Andfweet to her asjhe to me. 

Ill Long 
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Long let Mankind her Charms admire j 
And longer ftill her Viriues pri^e i 

Late may her Seraph Soul rettre. 
^ojom its Kindred in the Skies. 

IV. 

For me J whofe enfyBoaftis L&ve^ 

O grant me Letfure to adore I 
Let Time our mutual Flames impro^^ 

Completely blejs^d^ lajkno more. "^ 

V. 

Be Wealth on Citizens heftow^d^ 
To Soldiers grant a deathlefs Name^ 

Let Statesmen Jhake off Envy's Load^ 
And rife in Power ^ and rife in Pome. 

VI. 

XJnmov^dy in their fuperior Spheres J 
rfoall thefe mighty great Ones fee $ 

Norwarm^dwitb Hopes^ nor ehiWd with Feat^ 
IVho Loves, from other Cares is free. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R Vm. 
FLO RIM ON P to E ME LI A. 

Charming Woman f 

THE Defire 1 have, rather to amiife your 
Melancholy than to incre^fe it, engages 
me to |fe more affidupus in picking up little 
Stories to. divert you, than would otherwife be- 
come me. A Spreader of Scandal is a deteftable 
Charafter ; yet, to mqralize on the incidents in 
private Life, is juft and reafonable. But, as 
Prior fays, to put off Refledians and come to 
my Tale. 

Torquatus is a Man of Title, Family and For-- 
tune ; he is faid to have a foUd Underftanding, 
and with it a great deal of gopd Nature. He mar-p 
ried lately Melijfa^ the Sifter of a Man of Quality, 
a Woman of Senfe, Spirit and obliging Behaviour, 
• There might not be^much Love- in their coming 
together j but it was a matrimonial Bargain of 
Ihe beft Sort. "Torquafus was ambitious of being 
allied to a Peer ; M^lijfa found no Fault with his 
Pcrfon ; her Brother, and his Lawyers, were fa- 
tisfied with his Rent-RoU, and Settlements. All 
this took up Time ; but at laft they were joined 
in Wedlock. 

The Honey-Moon is not yet over ; or, to fpeak 
more properly, ou^ht not to be over, even ac- 
i;brding to common Forms j and yet Torquatus is 
out of the Kingdom, and Melijfa a kind of a 
fingle Woman again. Would you know the 
Caufe ? Then you mwft be wifcr than the Parties 

them- 
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thcmfelves, for they know it not. Tormatus took 
it into his Head to marry, and he did it. 3V- 
guatus had a fancy to leave his Wifei and fo He 
did. But forpratus mai^ried and unmarried, like 
a Man of Honour. His Settlement was fair, hii 
feparate Allowance generous. Melijfait not very 
uneafy ; fhe lives like a Woman of Quality, at 
eafe and at large ; and while her Honpur is un- 
ftained", and. her Fortune unabridged, hath no 
Notion of being unhappy. 

i v^as going to make fome of my grave Ob- 
fervations, when I received yours. But alas ! thofe 
Obfervations are no more •, I have no Will, no 
Underftanding but for our own Affairs, and am 
To effedtually puzzled by them, that I have not the 
leaft Leifure to enquire into or judge of other 
People's. Hitherto I approve y6urCondu6t,^nd 
am forry that y^u would put me, on fuch a Condufti 
as 1 can never approve. . You bid me diflemble ; 
. I do not qucftion but you have Reafons, h\x% 
whatever .Diflimqlation may produce in female 
Politics, I never knew it do any thing butMif- 
chief amongft us Men. I qduld tell you that 
there is nothing in its own Nature more hateful 
than this Qaahty •, I cduld prove to you, that 
there is nothing more delufive than the Hopes; 
raifed from it. I could fhew you, from various 
Inftances, thdt in public and private Life, it is 
iequally fcandalous and pernicious. Yet I arii 
afraid I fhall obey. 

But remembet, Madartl, you bid me dijflemblei 
it was wfellybu did nbt b^d me murdfer, or fird 
a Hbufe*, cither would have been a&juft ahd as 
reafonable, and I might do either with as fafe a 
Gonfcierice. But to what purpofe do I tormenit 
janyfelf and you : When did any thing but Ex* 
iperience convince a Lady that (he was in the 
C Wrong.. 



"^iS The Rational Amusement.V 

"Wf'ong. Shield me Providence from being in tli^ 
Rijg^i4 when I fay this ! 

, \0 Woman, Pf^oman ! bow extreme thy Power 1 
J^op weak our keafon in the Loije-Jick Hour ! 

• ' In vain we think, in vain wejirive to aSlj 
What ReaJ'on dilates, Pajjion will retraSl : 
jigainji oyr Wills, we own your lawtefs Sway^ 
" Dijiruji your Senfe, but dare not difabey. 

In what I fliall ever remain. 

Your faithful Florimond. 



LET T E R VIIL 
ELIZA /^ FLORIMOND- 

Conjiant Lover, 

MY dear Coufin Emelia being abridged of her 
Freedom, affords me this Opportunity 
of entring into a Correfpondence with a Man 
whom I infinitely eftcem. You will wonder at 
this Declaration, confidering the Plague I have 
formerly giyen you. But know, good Jj^lorimond, 
that nothing pleafes a Woman fo well as to fee a 
Man of Senfe play the Fool for her Sake. We 
know that you are fuperior to us in Underftanding, 
and we are glad of Ihewing that there is fomething 
in us, which can more than ballance that Superio- 
rity. By this Time, I dare fay, you forgive my 
Raillery ^ and fince it has beeo a Means of fixing 

.the 
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tht AWt^ii&n biEmtlM, I flatter my fePf^ I hav* 
mtirited yo«f Friendftiip, a« well as d^tmguifh'ei 

E^it$ ttlh me, that flife fent foU fomig V^i^fei 

upati itiy Binth-day. The Verfes have M^f«^, 

tho' I have none •; I will make you atquaint^d 

with theii* Aitthor, ^nd with^ly o^'n Ster'y, Wkkh 

'till this Tiriie, I dare fay, ybw have never hfeard^ 

I am imfbrtimacej becaufe ^y Father is tiOt ibi 

tie was onCe in Trade, and havirfg got enOijgR 

by k to ptii^hafe a good Ettate, hath infuitd hi$ 

Felicity,' in %ke of the fi'i^kle Goddeft, tod i«3 m>^ 

fer Ltfe, A Ge^ri^n^an of 5/ifjf^;^. My Lover's Fa^ 

ther was a M^fehant^ arid onc^ much Heher thaA 

my Father. In theft Days it wAs thought ^ Coii«- 

defcenfion in him to prOpafe a Marriage bfetWeeA 

Pha^n and Me. It w^ purely the Effefts of ihAt ; 

Friehdflrip for my Parent, and of which h6 gave 

another ti^^traordihai'y Inftance, in m^?% hitW hii 

Executor, and Guardian t^ his Sorfi /Hfe ^dS 

thought to die Wcwthhalf aVlumy 5 but hib Bfe^k- 

er going off the Week after, and his Correfpon- 

dent in Italy proving in[folv6nt, the Affali's of the 

Family are in much Coiiftjfion. When th^y are 

fettted, Pi?ai)mndl (hall knotv our Deftinies ; 

iqt my Father is too h!iich a Mdtt of this Age, to 

think that Merit can fubfift without Money. T6 

prevent his Daughter's Foridnefs from getting th^ 

betterof his Prudence, he his knt PImoh to Leg- 

Jbornj under Pretence of looking after his Father's 

Concerns 5 but, in Truth, that he may be out of 

my Sight. 

The young Man inherits the Candor and noble 

Spirit of hiS' Father-, he has too much Difcern- 

ment not to penetrate my old Man's Proje<5ls, and 

yet he always defends his Proceedings, that he may 

C 2 not 
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not fecm to fufpeft his Father's Friend. For rne^ 
knowing well, that I am to be difpofed of accord^ 

- ing to the Ballance of the Account, I put on a 
faife Gaiety in rny Lover's Abfence, that the old 
Gentleman may be in no hafte to rid himfelf of 
me, before his Return. You fee, Florimpndj a 
fuccindt naked Defcription of our Circumftances j 
judge you, whether they are worfe or better than 

.your own. You fee the Foibles of our Parents 
are the Source of our Misfortunes ; but, alas ! 
that, even that, cannot diffolve the Ties of Duty : 
Nature^ in having made us their Children, hath 

. left us no other Weapons than innocent Pre^ 
cautions, fervent Prayers, and honourable Refo- 
lutions. They cannot fure, have a Right to 
make us miferable, any more than we have a Right 
to make ourfelves happy, without their Confent^ 
See, Florimond ! how little in this World, muft 
be trufted to Out-fide •, Eliza^ to all who converfe 
with her, is the giayeft of giddy Girls, and thisy 
with a Load of Care at her Heart ; her Wildnefs 
fcreens her from the Addrefles of the Men, and 
from the Jcaloufes of the Women, and all the 
World efteems her happy in an Inconftancy of 

^ Temper, which nothing but Conftancy could pro- 
duce. Emelia has juft fent me a Letter which I 
inclofe, and a Mefiage which I muft immediately 
obey. Excufe the Abruptnefsx>f my Conclufiony 
and believe that you have a fincere Friend in 



ELIZA 
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L E T T E R IX. 
EMELIA /(? FLORIMOND. 

DifconfolatelaOViEr^j 

OU R Affairs go worfc and worfc. My Fa • 
ther is a fonder Hufband, and at the fame 
Time, not fo good a Friend as I thought him. 
This Morning he has written to your Uncle to ex- 
cufe his coming for the Holidays to your Houfe in 
Suffolk. The Pretence is, a bad State of Health ;, 
but if I had written the Letter, J (hould have af- 
cribed it to Weaknefs of Mind. Blefs me ! can a 
Man who fpends all the Morning in his Study, 
whq c^n read Greekj has travelled over the greateft 
Fart pf Europe^ and had a Seat in Parliament 
thefe twenty Years, be worded out of his Promife 
by a Woman, But hold! I forgot, this Man 
is my Father, and this Woman my Mother. 
Well ! we are apt to forgot all Things when the 
Mind is occupy*d by any darling PalTion. But 
to be wife a little, fince our Concerns need it : 
By this Specimen, I guefs, that my Papa will 
difcover Juftice ^nd Reafon, in whatever his 
Wife Ihall propofe to him. He has hitherto 
indeed, highly approved the Propofals made by 
your Uncle ; and it was on that I chiefly depend* 
c J. All I now hope is, that if upon this breach 
of Promife you appear cool, he may apprehend 
the Danger of lofing what he once thought a 
good Match, for the mcer View of one which 
C 3 , he 



he cannot be fure will prove a good one. 
have another Project in my Head ; 
my Matter coxningup Starrs 

We huve had but a fhort Converfation ; fhe 
has fcen the yoiyig peutletpaji. Ih^ wpuld have me 
marry, and is ' fo charm'd with him, thatif fhe 
were a X-Ojung ^pm^n. I dare %, we ihQuld be 
outof our Jfairt. But to deal iVeely With you, (he 
is not more pleafed with his Perfon than I am 
with his Behaviour. He taik*d to her very cooly 
qf the Affair, ftwd th^ I^^i^riage was a Matter q( 
grea^t Irppprtance, that G*oj;icerrrs gf aaothet N^r 
turq tpoK up. ^li^ Tt^ouigihts ^t prefent, and that 
i; v^quW bq (omc time befipre Ihe fhould have lei- 
fvire t,Q jtbjnl^ of fettling !i>n the World. Well ! 
ipy JV^tb^^r's hope$ are vpyv centired in me. My 
* ^je4t^> ^"fl^^fopth ! is to thaw this frozen Spark, and 
the p<f t^^r to enable me pp tii^ke this Conqueft, 
Q* my Cpnfpence, I believe the good old Lady 
v^qpld difpenft with 4 little Paint, and take the 
Troubif e^ laying it om herf^lf. Mr. tinkle is to 
come ^n th^ Morning and put* the Spinnet in 
order ; the^Serv^nfs aiic cleaning the Plate, three 
Dozqp^pf Wine have htcj^ t^l^eaout of her Lady- 
ihip'^ , private Cellar, a^qd J|.ll the other neceflary 
J^recai^tions have bjt^n ule^ to catch the 'Squire, 
who ^ to fyp here ta-mprrpw. Night. 

T^ll mcy Florimand! doe not your Heart ach? 
-Havq yqu np Siifpicions of rpy turningCoquette ? 
Ua you ripal'y think thcr? can be fuch a thing as 
XjI nfla^ncy ^ithaGap pn ?— But if! fhould prove 
fa^lfe. you know the Scatcb '^tory gives you hope 
pf ,'{lieYf ngp. Ja Truth this is. barbarous \ but 
this Qaicty of mine, like Oil miiic'd witji 
Vinegar, will every now and then be getting up- 
pern^oflt. B|e fatisned', however y I have fent for 
^ ' Eliza \ 
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Eliza ; we will confult togetixer, what is bcft to be 
done, and be affured, that nonhir^ 3(ball give you 
any lafting Uneafii)e&, which can, be pmventcii 

^7 . ,y . (. '■;' '.V '■;■'.: 
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IT is itppoflible . for me to exprefs how Weff 
ple^fed J'am at the Dete£t'ion pf my Own Mij^' 
take, in Jookinguponyouas a downright Hoy deh*^ 
foil bf NifrtK and Gaiety, and altogether a Stf anger 
to th^ fteadineft of. Ternper, for which niiw I 
know you better^; I do, and mu^ ever admire^ 
you, Hch^'happy is Phaohy in having fix'd his 
Aift(5tioW>^^Io •atifiiable,''fo worthy an Obje^ j 
and How wdlpoes hi* Virtiie deferve, fo great,' 
fo invaluable a Reward I ■ \ 

t am extremely oblfgedtb^ you for fending m? 
your own 5toty. It puts tfie^in Mind o)f one tKit 
I hdard fome Years ago from thd Mouth of^ ii 
51fifr^^ MSfcH^nt, whb kneW every Iiicident of it 
to be ti'ue. "There was a certain Gentleman, who 
for ]bi,ftih(fit!on fake, we will call tionotius^ whc) 
before ihe Reftoration, had acquired a corifidera^ 
ble Eftate in Trade. This by an \inaccbuniabliB 
Fatality, he vefted for the moft part in Houfe, 

C 4 whiclj^ 
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which broughthimina very comfortable Reveniie^ 
j^nd thereby eftablifli'd his Rep\]tation for Wealth 
higher than it ought to have been. He was Guardian 
to ayoungGentleman, the SonpfaPerfon who had 
been once his Partner ; and this young Man whom 
we willftile Myrtilh^ was bred up in the full Ex- 
pedation of marrying Honoria^ the Merchant's 
only Daughter. But in procefs of Time, the Fa- 
ther afFefting rather to match her with a Peer, feiit 
Myrtillo to his Uncle in the Indies, The Year 
after, came the Fire oi London^ which fweptiaway 
the Merchant:*s Houfes and his Hopes, and left 
him in fuch Circpmftances, that he was obliged to 
, fet xx^ z Coffee-Houfe^ to aroit^ gomg tp an Alms- 
houfe. Three years paft in this Way ; and Hono* 
ria^ now about eighteen, had the chief M^age- 
' ]p)ent pf her P^pa*s little Concerns* It happened 
one Dayi that a Stranger call'd twice for C!ofFce. 
tjpnoria^ who was making it, tremj)led at the 
Voice, (he knew not why. Going to prefent it to 
the Gentleman, fiie fell backwards on the Floor, 
at' the fame Inftant'that he tumbled from his 
Chair. The Father, came running at the Noife, 
and with gre^t Aihazepient, faw Myrtillo and 
Honoria, pale and breathlefs. Proper Appli- 
cation foori brought them to themfelves. Time 
and Abfence had, made no Iqapreffion on the 
Lover's Conftancy, and his Flame was |*athet 
l^eightndcf j:hap abated, by Honorius*s Reverfe of 
Tortuhel Hi^ Uncle had left him an imnienfe 
EftatCt which yet hc-thoiigbt too fmall a Prefent 
for the fair Honoria, They lived ipany Years 
. liappily together, and there are ftill fome Perfons 
living, who remember both the Qentlerpan and 
the Lady. \ 

^ ^ Yoij 
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-You will Certainly think me an odd Fellow 
when you perceive my firfl: Letter fill'd with a 
pielancholy Story ; but, alas ! our Memories are 
jgenei;ally fubfervient to our Inclinations-, when we 
jare full of Mirth and in high Spirits, we call to 
mind a Number of gay and pleafant Stories which 
have flumber*d perhaps for many Years. When 
again the. Spirits flag, and the Soul finds herfelf 
difeafed, the Mertiory fympathizing with the 
troubled Imagination, fooths our Melancholy with 
Tales like this. Indeed, Elizaj I begin to feel fo 
ftrong, ^fo irrefiftable a Gloominefs o'erfpread my 
Thpughts, that I think I cannot make you a 
greater Compliment, than to bid you adieu. I 
have inclofed however a little Poem, to make 
fome amends for the dulhefs of iny Frofe, which 
will not, I hope, leffcn your Regard for him wh» 
}s with Zeal and Efteem 

• 
Tours^ 

FLORIMOND. 

SONG to Em ilia. 

YOU hid me J Fair^ conceal mf Love^ 
j&! think bow hard the Ta/k '^ 
Think of the mighty Pains Iprove^ ; 

Then think of wbaty^u ajk. 

Go hid the fev^rifi^ Wretch forbear .^ 
^•Midft Burnings to complain ; 
(j<? bid the Slaves who fettered are^ > 

forget the galling Chain. 

' Should 
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' . . • SkoH^d^ ^k^ obey^ yet greatir far 

^ . X/n)e^s Fires than Fevers fiercer are^ 
y- Jfjove pierces more than ^teeL 

' JPain hut fbe Body can controut^ 
^be "Thoughts no Cord (an bind y-, 
Lo'Qe is a Fiver in the Soul^ 
A Qhain which holds the Min4* 

il ..... .:.■■■ .; - 
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Sole ObjeSl of my thoughts / 

IH A V E read over and over your laft Fa- 
vour, fomctimes with the Paflion of a Lover, 
and fon^etimes with the fmall Remains of that 
l^ifcretion whicK I pofleffed before I was honour'd 
with that Name. You muft therefore expert a 
Mixture of. Paflion and Priidence in this Epiftle, 
the Intent of which is to tell youi that I am not 
more charln^d widi your Kindrieft arid Conffancy, 
than I art) amazed and confounded itt the'Kature 
of your Projeft?* ^ 

Your Mother muft certainly defire to fee you 
happy 5 and your Father, tho' he may fuffer his 
good Senfe to give fometirtiis Way to his Fond- 
nefs, can never iacriiicc his paternal AfFcftions, 
cither to his Teftdcrnefs or Refpcd for his Wife. 
Would it not then be the moft natural Method 
pi) try to reclaim the old Ladyj and if we 

prove 



ceiving your Papa? Is not your Happii>^(| 
Itheirs ? Qr r^hcr, ivit tjot their own Happinefi 
they feek in difpofing or you ? Are not mine, 
j(ijd ray llqcls*^ Jntpntions, fix*d on the fame 
End •, and after a little Altercation, is it reafonable 
to fuppofe, that People who agree fo,weU in the 
main Dcfi^n, ftiould be irrecQnCilea,bfe-abouft the 
^eans ? > . - .. ■■^ 

Thus far i have f6|;rowM the Pi^atiSs of .my 
^Underftapdingj ^nd tho* that t^ljs ine \ can 
never err more thaH in offering; to facrlfke it I 
yet, after all, I yield entirely to yoir JPleafure^ 
tho',1 fh6u*d be glad when you bo^bu^ ifte wit$ 
your Cprpmancjs, you wouM favagr me alfp 'wi;^^ 
their Motives. Abfolute PrincSe?; who' do n6t 
afFec^ to be thought Tyrants,^ cqndeii:end fo^ncip 
times to acquaint' their Subjeds with the Reafons 
<xn which they a£t, efpegially whenj thofe Sub-, 
jefts give them the ftrpngeft Proofs of Loy^t 
» ty^ a-nd receive, as Adts of Grace, w|iat, air^ong 
a freer People would pafs fqr me^r Matter of 

Right. ; ' 

I had almoft forgot to tell you^ that I hayg 
written a flrange Letter to JEliza^ whi^rein I have 
abfolutely fongpt to thank h^r for thp good : Ad- 
vice, which Idiare fay, (he gave yov^* at ygyr laft 
Confultatibn* Let me intreat you to fupply this 
Dmiffipn, and to afTure her^ that when I write 
next, there fliall be lefs of Diftradipn, and rnpre 
of Amufement in my Epiftle; but then yoq^muft 
let me hear good News from you, I fay this, 
alas ! as if Events were in your Power, which 
however frop one who knows nothing without 
it, is an excilTable Error, A Coach has juft ftopt 
at the Door, and therefore I can only add what I 
' 1 'j I 1 have 
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have told you a thouf^d Times already, th^t I 

Tours mtboui Rtferviy 

FLORIMOND. 

P. S. I open my Letter again to tell you> 
that the Perfon who caird juft now was my 
JFriend Hippolyius^ who is Ultimately acquainted 
with niy new Rival. He fays» that the Gentle- 
man is'dcfcended pf a very ancient and honour- 
able Family, has received from Nature an agree- 
able Perfon, and from an excellent Educa- 
tion, all the -Advantages which Art can beftow. 
Tou fee, iEfwe//V?, how well placed your Raillery 
was In your laft ; you fee how ready I am to li 
jealous, and how troublefome I am like to be to 

Jou on that Head. See, Madam, a Sketch of my 
'olitics ! From the Character I have received 
jpf my Rival from Hipfolytus^ I depend no lefs up- 
bn him than upon you. It is impoffible that a 
Man of Birth, of Honour, and of gdod Senfe, 
can be capable of doing a bafe Things I know 
that I wou'd not do it to another, how then fhall 
I juftify fufpe£ling it from a Man better than my 
felf ? No, Emelia^ I will never be perfuaded that 
> Gentleman of his Diftinftipn will, in a Point of 
thegreateft Importance, lay afidc all Senfe of Re- 
putation i and in an Affair which fo nearly con- 
cerns his own Peace, 'begin with breaking the 
Peace of thofe who never wilh*d him ilh 
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LETTER XII. 
ELIZA /(? FLO RIMOND 

Much efttenCd Friend, 

YO U will think when you have ttad this^ 
thatfome^ ill Spirits have been lately abroad 
in Suffolk^ and breathed into its Inhabitants a Spi- 
rit of Difcord and Confufion. I am at the wri<* 
ting of this a Prifoner in a Chamber three Story 
high, where my Father has confin'd me for fear * 
I ihould run away ■ with bis Footboy. You 
muft know, FlorimonJ, that this Lad is my 
Nurfe*s Son, and Ihc the Paughter of the Curate 
of the next Parifh ; on this Account I had a 
great Kindnefs for him, and ufed to intruft him 
to fetch and carry my Letters to and from the 
Poft Houfc 5 on this Account I fpoke to him oft- 
ner perhaps than I fhould otherw\& have done, 
tho' i dare fay, not in milder IJKguage; for 
having always had a kind of AfFc4a:ion, or ra- 
ther a Duty for his Mother, I could not but have 
a proportionable Concern for him. 

In olir Family, you muft undcrftand, the fu- 
preme Pcrfon is a French Lady, who, for her 
eminent Precifenefs, was recommended to my 
Papa to be a kind of upper Houfe-keepef -, Ihe 
has been with us now a Twelvemonth, and in 
that time has difcarded every Servant, except 
my Father's Man, and this Footboy. This good 
old Woman having feen »ie give the Boy twp 

or 



or three Times Money, and not perfeftly under- 
ftandingiome Queftions he alk*d my^ Majd^i w^r^c 
fo my Father with a circumftantial Account of my 
intending to difhonour his Family. The old Gen- 
tleman therewp(?n went dire<aiy to my Chamber, 
and breaking open a little traveling Defk, found 
therein ji Ii«tccr, which i hud begun to my poor 
Phaon : happily for me there was no mention of 
his Name -, however, it confirmed my Father in 
his Sufpicion, or rather gavfe Credit toMadamoi- 
yy&*s. Upon lAis ifly M^ki wflfi rbiwoty^ and; I 
wasimmediariy do^u6ted to her R<o6% where 
I afii guarded like a State BriibtK^r; but having 
the Hii^piftcfe td be upon good Terms with t-he 
Servants, I hate procored Pen, Ink and Papers, 
thai I ftiight write to E^dHa^ and to yofu, knotr- 
Ifig you fiaaft otberwife be very uneafy. 

What th4 If&eof this AflTair will be I kno^r 
tm. At pirefcnt I am very eafjr j my Room is 
laifge ahd pkafant j I have foitie Books, no iH 
Company, aad^ which is fufJident to make tftt 
happy any where, Innocetice and a contented 
Mkid. When my Father has confidered my 
Coftdu^ aiiA^his own attentively, I perfuade my 
felf he will life nothing amifs irt the former, and 
liothing well founded in the latter : but ftiould it 
pt-ove otherwife, I am prepared. I have pradi-e 
fed for feveral Years a Thoughtlefnefs, which I 
always defpife, and am determined from this Mo- 
ment to refume my natural Temper ; fo that, 
whatever I lofe any other Way, I fhall certainly 
be a Gainer in point of Eafe, fince a continued 
Diffimulation is a kind of Rack, which an inge- 
nuous Mind can fcarce bear with Patience. 

This will be delivered to you by one of my 
Father's Servants, wi& whom you niay fafely 

truft 
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tfuft an AnfWdr. I fliould be glad to have a Let- 
ter in a more cpmpofed Stile than your lafl:^ not 
for my Sakfc, who am really footh^d with me- 
lancholy Things, but for your own.. I thank 
you for yaur Song, which pkaftd me extremely; 
in Return, I fend you a little Piece of Poetry, 
written by Pbaon at fifteen ; it was well I had it 
by Heart, for at prefent I ha^e not the Pofifeflion 
of my Papers, thp* I have the Satisfaftion too of 
knowing, that my Father can never be poflefled 
of them, fince tbey are out of the Sight, Reach, 
and Knowledge, of every Body but myfelfc 
Adieu, Fhfimond^ believe you will nevdT want a 
fincere Friend while there hves 

EHZjL 

31&^ BRACELET. 

THIS Bracelet^ tW no gaudy ^hing^ 
Did from a Parenfs Labour fpring. 
She wove it irkfome Thoughts to charm^ 
And thenceforth wore it on her Arm. 

Dyings tome^ this Gift fhe gave^ 
Thatfome Remembrance Imigbt have^ 

Of her J when it Ifaw and take^ 

Apkajing Sorrow^ for her Sake. 

Mf Son^faidfhey with f altering Breathy 
Tou fee me yielding unto Deaths 
Thisj my lajl Prefent ^ fafely keep^ 
^Till thus like me — in Peace you Jleep. 

5TKff 
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This Favour JhaU I give nway ? 
Let filial Piety fay — I^ay, 
But Uis no Gifty whenfent to tbee. 
Who art the nobkji Part of me. . 
Tet as a Gift^ my fair One viewy 
This rnofi I prize -^~ — and give it you. 



LETTER XIIL 
E M E L 1 A /^ F L O R I M O N D. 

Defparing Swain^ 

IFaiicy you >Vill now fee of Opiriiori, that Wo^ 
men bed underftand Women. My Father 
fent for me laft Nighty and faid^ with his wonted 
good Nature, What is the Reafon, Emeliay that 
we hear nothing of Plorimond? I protell \ had 
a very high Opinion of that young Man, as well 
as a grea^Efteem for his Uncle. It is true, I 
did not go to their Houfe, as I promifed, but that 
was purely on Account, of my ill Health -, if the 
old Man took it amifs in me, why fhould the 
Nephew all of a fudden forget you ? Methinks 
this is not very agreeable to the Pafllon he former- 
ly expreffcd for you. What fay you, my Child ? — 
It is enough. Sir, faid I, that I can aecouitt for 
^ my own Aftions, I fhall not pretend to render 
Reafons for other People*s. He talk'd pretty 
much to me all the Evening, but I perceived, 
that he was thoughtful and uneafy, tho' he did 
not care to exprefs it \ from whence I gather, that 
he is chagrin'd at the Apprehenfion gf lofing your 

Match* 



MMh. By anci By flRi Sth^th inli byrft'^upoii 
»^y Mth^t-y arid'thenidgK^eEkfeto the Family, 
I m^ '{Hf, ffi^i^Will-flM ;T6Yne Way 'to make 
Q^^el^titf^d'toyotf 5^ li^ho^'ato' acquainted with her 
Temper, amfenfiblethat Force only can work up- 
on it, and that fll^fiting what comes eafily, flic 
naturally purfues what feems difficult to attain, 
Bfet'ixiwfinding her Councils altogether embar- 
rafled, fhe muft firft make a full Stop — anci then 
**— turn into the old Roa d. This by the way fhe 
Would never have thought of, had not Neceffity 
jogged her by the Elbow. 

I am fenfible yoiv^iH naelt at the Accovint of 
my FatherVuneafinefs ; butconfider, Florimondj he 
is juflly punhfli'd for hi^ Unfteadineft r had he been 
punftual in his Engagetnents with your Uncle,, 
my Mamma's Megrims might have plagu'd JHer 
but never Us. JBefides, your Coldnefs has brought 
hitti rbitrid ipffi,'*whi<fh a ctl^ntrary'Cbrtdutt never 
feodldHSvg'efficatdV -ii^lt^been'aheafy Matter 
t6 tdkei ttii^lhe Thrck(iF8f Nd^otlition with y6ii 
Ati^ ybflr^Hct ^ufl^Hfc^ th^y droppi'd,' ihy Pa^ 
rents v^bflld^hayc fpthi tihis new Treaty bbt firfl • 
hik Bfcftife^i6Sifght in tfteft-'d^vt^ri GontrivattC^s; be- 
^rilder'cFW Mizcs 6f tHijr bwri raifmg,' th^y ttiuf? 
tafci m ffel)rteft W^f 6d^ '6fm Wood •, and if 
thfe^y^ fiWd, tTiei^fclycs'-'^eW-' with wanderings 
ihey M^k kd <[3iiidest6^{hrt^m Biame 6n. Such, 
i%>**2*i^ is rriy W^^^tliii^kftig. . '^ 

136 jSt« tii<f^iN^ourfetf Wiifh'groU 
fiis,'- ^B^/tMkfs Sdi^hiffe'si depertd (or ohcc on thi 
CoriflMricy of i Wdm^H;' B^Heve tf)e,^ i^^^^ 
kamitktt^f^ \hj V^ii:^,^^ahdHer^afijfei' you will 
fliiiikAif Virtue of nfiprt Worth than my Bi^auty, 
(ift^^dlinyyfatfiat ^bWc^ef thif< ,cfofs Acci- 
cfcft¥^^j^»)i^yotr ;{t jircfeti^ you Way b^ ixiri 
D they 
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they. are the Seeds of fucceeding f leafures. After 
all. Why are you dejeded ? You cannot lofe m« 
if I do not throw away myfelf ; therefore fet your 
Mind at reft, and be fatisfied I am, apd.^iiH be ' 

EMKLI A. 



L E T r E R XIV. 
/ EMELlAj^ ELIZ a: 

Denreji Friend! 

MY own Diftreffes have. for fome Time paft 
difturb'd my Thoughts not a littje, and now; 
the News you fend me of y our unexpeftcd Dilgrace, 
ha!5 quite ft upified m?. Thei:(e is ^ cef t^ip Meafurc 
of Misfortvine which.eyery JDiipofitipncan bear, 
ahd gpoci Senfc and. ^proper Education may in- 
creafe natural Fortitude, fo far as to enable it to 
fuftaia a much greater Wqigh^ of Evil 5 hu^ Dif- 
pofitjon, Education,.^keflea:ion, nay^ ai)d even 
Pietyitielf, will noifree^ps from th^^Frailjti^s of 
Nature. When therefor^, the Mind is pvpr-lajden, 
It wilLof courfe bend a little, ai?d at fpm^ iimes 
the higheft Spirits will feein^|iumblc epcwpgh, in 
Ipice feothof Refolutionan^jCautipn. As I thought 
my own riqjie of the weakeft, I confefs to you I 
was well, enough pleaied fomctime$ .ta,jfiih ii> 
troubled Waters ; becaufel imagined n^ Con- 
du6l appear*d to Advantage, wkcn foi^ie Difpiqul^ 
• : ■" •■ ' ' ' U ' • ' ty 
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*y W^s to fee overcome ; but I dare fay, I am for 
tver turdd of this fpofifh Notion, and if Once I 
rerbver CJ^uieti I ihall know at wh^t Rate to 
tftcetniti • '<" " 

OPtAc^] ihbm 'Ptici' cart purthkje tbte tod 

dearf \ ; ' . 
Bltffings are ufdefs ifthim art not "ihere. 
Po^s fancy y FortUnt^^s Pavdurs^ haf^ makci 
Was /' we tajte the^ only for thy Sake. 
Ev^rt aioW Stat^t a Furfe however poot^ 
jttcornpanied'ly^hie/w^^^ 
But abfent Pf a^e^^ Wealth ha fordid things 
'Arid -Man is Wttehed -^-' Peafant^ Prince or Kingi 

The laft Letter I wrt)tc Fldriptoni^ is in quite 
a different Stile from this, I pique myfelf there- 
in uf>On ray Policy, aild promife to defeat all 
the Plots pf my Mother, tho* fupported by thd 
Condefccnfion pf my'^Fathefj the Cunning of aa 
intriguing Hdufe-keeper, and the Vanity of a 
doating Baronet. Scrioufly I have promifed tod 
mac^Ki to' mike :head with a little Virtue a-, 
giirifl: fucih a grand Alliance of Vices, is a fort 
of ;ferQicd Madrterfe ! Poor Florimond^ had I 
trufted to thy plain plodding Integrity, it had becni 
better' --i-i- but thenrtiy Chara6lcr of a Wit had 
been loft for ever. Tnus it comes to pafs, our 
Paflions,' and our Humours' drive^ whereas Rea- 
fofi can hat-dly draw us •, but when in the Hurry 
We-fellfor run ourfelv^'s but of Breath, then our 
Urtdtfrftaridingshave Leifliretobe informed, and 
we at laft, find Time to be fenfible of our own 
Follies. — Yet i?vhat Sign of this when I write at 
fuch a Rat€ to you? My Fulnefs of my own 
AflFairs makes me forget yours* The Maid who 
P ^ ftays 
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.ftays for my Anfwcr bewails them witl^ Ttzvs^ 
while I tattle to you as if nothing hadMppen'il. 
AJbove.all Thing3, -E//z^,l>€ careful ia keeping 
up your Spirits ; that Gaiety ' you ' were wont to 
Svear, will make any Change very remarlcable. 
J.nnocence is^ an Armpur net to be pierc'di,. gnd 
being iecure, why fhould you not fmile? The 
Imputation is^fo very improbable, that L cannot 
help ilatt'rjng myfelf, your Father cannot long 
avoid feeing he is impofed om. The Girl you 
fent to me is very aqgry wit|i tlie FrenckWomzn 
at your Houfe, I cannot tell with what Reafon^j^ we 
ought certaiflly as. Chriftians, apd-^s a polity Na- 
tion, to. treat S^rangjers kindly,., but in Truth ffee 
no Caufe for making them .t^rivy Counfellors. 
Doq:^cftic. Politicks jdiffb: iir all . Countries,;; as. 
much as thpfe of the States and metbinfcs,r a 
French 'Hpule-keeper in the Dwtflling^ of a Coun- 
try 'Squ^re^ is as abfurd as a Frwi» Primq Mi* 
lifter would be at St.^w^i's,, .^U the WorJd 
therefore wiil talce your ;^ai*t^. this Ladies^ will 
make it:3. common Caufe,. the^ Gentlemen, miift 
follow th)em, and your foiemn Papa^ w^lj ^uicj^lj^ 
be brought to Reafoa^ I donr't know how it is^ 
my Heart's light on, the fuddcaj and tfao' Jlknow 
nothing of the fecoDci Si^t, 1 have a kand of 
firft Feeling which rarely deceives me- I hopeallf 
Thin^s^ wilTgo well with us both, that Fham.^Xi^ 
FIorman4'^}li deliver us, and that we (hall paft 
many a happy Hour in refleiSting on thefe Times* 
Adieu ; for to thjis I can add nothing, but that X 
amjour fincere Sifter ia Sorrow and in Solit^dcj^ 

EMELlAi 
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PVS, YourMiid by an Accident, has inform- 
ed me bffornething which may perhaps concern 
you. iShe tells me, that after yoii had given her 
your Meflage, and Ihe was juft coming out of. 
Doors, (he heard your Father take Leave of a , 
Gentleman who was juft fetting out for London^ 
and at parting, ufed thefe Words. Jfure hinij, 
the Lady is unmarried^ and unengaged^ and that he 
may entirely depend on my Friendjhip and Intereft. 

^ - ■ .. n C .. I . J <,h [ , .I ■> III .1 J I ■■■ ■ > I ,1 g^ 

L E T T E R XV. ^ 
ELIZA /^FLORIMOND. 

Faithful Friend! 

1W R OT E you very lately the News of my 
Captivity, receive now thofc of my Inlarge- 
ment, as unexpected, and as unaccountable as the 
other. Yefterday Morning, Papa fent for me to 
Breakfaft. I drank Tea as ufual, without betray- 
ing any Uneafinefs at my Reftraint, and when the 
Things were taken away, my Father told me I 
rhight walk in the Garden if I pleafed, and after 
Dinner he would have me go and take the Air in 
the Chariot. I t'bank'd him, made ufe of his 
kind Offers, and feem to ftand now in as high 
Favour, as if 1 had never t)een fufpefted of liking 
fweet Williamy and forming dangerous Defigns a- 
gainft the Hpnour of our late gentilized Family.' 
Amazing Revolution ! But now to unriddle it. 

You muftknow our Coachman is married to a 

v^ry honeft Woman, to whom I have been occa- 

fionally as kind as I could. She is pretty much 

about the Houfe, becaufe (he is a Favourite of my 

D J Fa. 
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Father's, who before our French Lady came, made 
all the Ufe of her which he could of a Houfc^ 
keeper, at a fifth Part of the Expence. . To her . 
i owe all I know pf my own AfFsiirs, She fays, 
the young Lad own'd the Bufmefs \ employed him 
in ; upon which my Father appeared very well 
pleafcd, rcfolved upon my Enlargement, and has 
recommended the Boy to a very good Place in th? 
City. What Difcovery the poor Thing has mad^ 
I cannot tell, much was ^ot in his Power, and I 
forgive him if he has difcovered all. One thing 
I did, which I flatter myfelf you will think pru- 
dent -, I faid not a Word in anfwer to the Coach- 
man's Wife. Ope of my Ma:^ims is, to truft no 
Dependants on other People. 

I would fain fay fdmewhat after all this grave 
Stuff, to amufe you. But, alas ! I fancy neither 
your Condition, nor mine, will allow it. I h^vt 
quite loft my flow of Spirits, and if I had not, 
you would think a fprightly Stroke on fuch per- 
plexed Afl'airs imperiment But, to fpeak Truth, 
Florimondy (hall we not twenty Years hence laugh 
at our prefent Cares. I fee fuch Changes in the 
World, that I am tempted to fufpeft myfelf. Yet 
there are noble Inftancespf Conftancy in the pre- 
fent Age too. Juftice Swallow^ likes at Three- 
Icore and Ten, CScber^ which was his darling 
Liquor at Sixteen. My Father dotes as much oi^ 
a Guinea, as when he could tell whofe Coin it was, 
without ufing Speftaclcs. Nay, the Parfon's Wife, 
Mrs. Tythley^ is' as fond of being in the Faftiion 
how, as when fhe captivated the Doftor's Heart 
in her flowered Sattiri Gown, which coft but — •? 
Half her Fortune. Well, if Scandal, and on the 
Clergy too, won't make you fmile, you muft bo 
5 ^ifcopfolate Creature ! ' 
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As I ^tn juft goi: again into my old Man's good 
Graces^ I intend to afk his Leave to vifit Emelia 
To-morrow, after which, no doubt you'll expeft a 
Letter. Let me have no melancholly Anfwer to 
this; I have Occafion for my former Giddinefs, and 
I pray, if I can poflibly put itdn again, do, no- 
thing to make me drop the Mafque, for to deal 
freely^ I fhali have enough to do to keep the Bead 
in my Mouth. The World is now a Mafquerade 
in the ftriftcft Senfe, and to appear bare-faced, is 
noceither confiftent with one's own Safety, or with 
good Manners. You cannot approve this Do6b*iile 
I know, but can you deny the Fafts on which it is 
founded ? Can you affirm, that in a whole Day you 
hear three Words on which you can depend ? Or 
fee three Faces you can pofitively call bare ? 

It ;s really Madnefs in particular Perfons, to 
fancy by their Behaviour they can contribute to a 
Reformation. The Contagion of Vice, fpreads al- 
ways from Perfons of high Rank, and, like a 
muddy Spring, grows fouler and dirtier in its 
Paffage. All therefore that private People can do, 
is to go innocently along with the FafhiohT Thefe, 
Florimond^2iXt my prefent Sentiments, perhaps they 
hare fome Tindlure of my Condition ; I am con- 
deirtni^d to perpetual Diffimulation, and that is ^ 
enough to put me upon thinking how to extenuate 
as much as I may the Iniquity of the Pradlice. 
But I forget that I am not talking, but writing. 
My Pen, I find, can out- run my Tongue; to avoid 
therefore being tedious, I will run the hazard of 
Abruptncfs. Adieu! and when you have no- 
<hing more material in your Mind, give a Place 
therein to - 

EL I Z A. 

D 4 L E T- 
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LETTER XVI, ; 
FLQRJMON'P /^ ELIZ^.! 

Excellent yfouA-^W ; " 

WHEN I confider thy VirttJcs, I adore 
Prpvidence; when I eoBtemplace thy Mif- 
iortunes, I am ftruck with Drfp^ir. H^^w happy 
Qught Prudence and Injtegrity to make^ou, and 
yet how wretched are you made, through other 
People's Wickednefs and Folly ! But this is the 
l^ruits of Mortality, Thefc TriaU fhall purify 
even thy angelic Spirit ; fo that hereafter thoci 
(halt fhine with, tryly celeftial Luftrc. Yet we arc 
jjotto fupppfe that Sufferings even here; will be the 
t^ot o;f your whole Life. Heaven lays no fuch 
heavy Burtheqs. It tries, and then rewards us. 
We benefit by Affliftions, and ftill Pravidencc 
vouchfafes to pay our Patience with fome unlook*d 
for Good, 't'hefe are Difcoveries Meditation will 
always manifeftj and it is exceedingly r^narkable, 
that we . remember with more Satisfa6tion the 
Difficulties we have overcome, than our Pleafure^ 
that are paft, 

I call to mind an Inftance of this in a La^^ 
you inquired after the lail Time I was happy in 
your Converfation. Belinda^ whom you commend- 
ed foir the befl bred, and beft-natur*d Womaa 
you ever faw, is that Inftance. Her Brother and 
' ihe were Orphans, and all their Hopes lay in ar> 
Uncle worth forty Thoufand Pounds. He was 

Wnd 
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ki-nd tQ th€ youttg Genrieman, and after affording 
him Uftiv^rfity Eduittatioh at Home, fent him 
wi(fti aTutoftx) travel. Betindavfas not fo much 
in' his good Qrac^s. He took fome Care of her, 
*itis trAie i he.allowM her thirty Pounds a Yeir, and 
her Difcretion taught her to ^ti ve on it gehtcely; 
But this gave her ho Profpeft in the World, it de-r 
Ponded notonJy on the Life, buton theHi^moup 
of an old Man, which, alas, mt all know to be 
but a very uncertain Tenure ! 

How narrow foever her Circumftanc^ were, 
her Birth a^d Breeding introduced her to the beft ' 
Company. Amongft the reft, to the Mother of 
jidolpbus, and his Sifters, who woje fo charmed 
with het\ Converfation, that they invited her td 
pafs a Summer with them in Berkjhire. Belinda 
readily confented, and for fomefmdl Time, they 
were perfe&ly happy : But the eldeft Sifter of 
Jidolphushe^mg^i very penetrating Woman, quick- 
Jy perceived her Brother was fallen defperately in 
Love with her Friend. This threw the whol« 
Family into Convu^lfions ; the Sifters grew perfedt 
Furies, and forgettingDecency, were for hurrying 
^yr^Lj Belinda 10 London: j4dolfhus appeared re- 
folved to marry her^ and Belinda modeftly, and 
for the Peace of the Family, refufed him. Theold 
Lady behaved with great Prudence ; (he went to 
Town with Belinda in the Chariot^ and when (he 
fee her down at her own Lodgings, told her, fhe 
was forry for her Daughters Folly, and that (he 
did not difapprov^ her Son's Choice. 

A Week after, Belinda^ s Uncle died, and left 
her to the Courtly of her Brother, to whom he 
left his whole Eftate* About two Months froni 
h^r leaving Ber^kjhire^ Adolf bus ]\x& of Age, fol- 
tew^d h^F $0 Town, and immediately purchafing 

Jewels 
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Jewels to a confiderable Value, went to prefcnt 
them £0 Belinda^ apd to engage her Confent to 
marry him immediately^ When, he entred her 
Apartment, he found her in Tears; but "by De^ 
grees Ihe recplle^ed herfejf, and the young Man, 
as he was fqll of it, told her what he came to 
propofe. Belinda \\tZTd him with Attention, and 
after a fhort Silence : Adolpbus^ faid ihe, I accept 
the Jewels, and agree to your Propofal ; but there 
muft be no Hurry, and your Sifters muft be at the 
Wedding. My Sifters ! f^id Adolpbus^ fighing. 
Yes, returned B^linda^ and th^y will be extreme- 
ly well pleafed ; my poor Brother is dead, and I 
anji worth forty thpuf^ndPounds, I w^s going, ac- 
cording to Cuftomj tQ-^dd fomewhat by way of 
Application, whep your ftcond Epiftle came to 
my Hands, and verified my Conjedures. I mofl; 
heartily aqd inoft fincereiy congratulate your De^ 
liverance, and am gl^d your Captivity h^th not 
Jeft fuch a fplenetic Sm^cK behind it, as to hinder 
your refuming your former Gaiety. 

I perfuade myfelf, nothing ip my Letter can 
contribute to your letting fall the^Mafque, and to 
deal freely with you, I deftre to contribute nothing 
to the keeping it on ; which is, in my Judgment 
unworthy of you. The Misfortune you met 
with lately, proceeded from your Mafquing, and 
Heaven avert all future p. vils, which may threaten 
you from the fame Caufe ! I intended, in order to 
jhavc amufed your Melancholly, to have fent you 
a little Piece of Poetry, which I t^ke to be of. 
antient Date. I was at fome Stand whether I 
Ihould add it now, but at laft determined I would; 
When you next pen an Epiftle to Phaon^ com-i 
municate it ; for as it was never printed, I n>ay 
ilile it aCuripfity, I ll)ouI4b4ve waited witb. 
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Ipipatienpe ?noi>gh for an Explanation of your 
|aft, if you had not mentioned your going to vifit 
Emelia^ as it is, you may be fure I (hall not taftc 
Quiet till your fillet CQipes. O^pliza! my H^art 
prefabs Stornis and Tempefts ! May my Predic- 
tions provpTjo try^r thanthofe in the Almanack : 
May you be happy as you deferycr eafy as you can 
wi(h, and in one of your gay Humours, may you 
f ally this timorous Diffidence of, 

Tourjincere Friend^ 
Fl-ORIMOND, 

L I F E. 

An Elegiack POEM. 

WHILE thro' Life's tbonty Roadlgo^ 
I will not want Companions too : 
yf dreary Journey, and alone^ / 

Would be^ alas I too troublefome. 
But Cpmpany that^s choice and good. 
Makes Trouble hardly underftood : 
for Toil dmdedy feems to be^ 
No Toil but a Felicity. 
therefore w/7// Companions take^ 
As well f Of" Eafe, as safety's fake : 

I 

Jf^air Truth, fiallferve me for a Guide, 
JusTiCEt^ Jhall never [tdivt my Side, 
Integrity nTf trufty Guard, 
Norfo^il I Caution , quite difcard : 
Experience fhaU my Tutor be^ 
fiffmUf^TStrfeemtbanHe: \. 

PiS 
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DjsektTiOK all my Thoughts Jhall weigh, 
j4rtd MoDiSTY pr>^ Words cinvey, ^^ 

Soft InnogeWc'e proteif my Sleep, 
"^ \^^CHA«.iTy »^^ Puricj^/j//'fceep. 

Thus, thro^this WiMernefs, Tllftrayy 
Nor ever fear to lofe my Way ^ . 
'■ ^beSAclSy If&metmes will fte^ 
Befometimes with the Mi^SEs firee. 
With guiltlefs Mirth an Hour beguile^ 
Or with free-fpokcn Sa^yr fmile. 
With Meditation (?//^» walk, 
' Or with fwect Melancholy talk. 
With thefe Companions dear Pll fport. 
Nor heed the Journey long orjhort. 
So Health fupply /j&^ Doctor's Place^ 
And for a Chaplain, Pve God's Grace, 



'/■':;' "'^ ' ' s^'<^M. * M ■ Mill I L I I, ■ ' ' 

L E t T E R XVII. 
E L I Z A /(? F L OR I M O N D. 

Conftant Lover f 

TH E Impatiience with which yoy expeft this 
Letter, will be^ut ill repaid by its Contents. 
I kno^Y -that you have not any fanguine Expec- 
tations; but the News I have to tell you, wit 
even furpafs your Fears, ^ I was Yefterday to 
vifit Emelia^ and found her difconfoJc^te bqybnd 
Defcription. Her new Lover was there laft Nigfet, 
and disappointed her very much. He feems'to 
have fallen into her Mother's Notions, and talked 

to 



IP her very w^ip:ilx>^^^^^^fe^o<je}Fted.rtiy Cotifiii 
ifo far, that I am atraid fhc did .BOt behave 
Vfi^ propel Gw*ip»^ fo? I fi^ ^he is dcba*r*d 
the It^bcirty of wsKin©* ft4»d h^r'M^idi is.ncK: fuf^ 
fer'd to gp Gutof jDoorSi : Under thefe; Diftra(- 
^ioas^ 11% keepftj^.^ef^iy^d Stiertce,^ ^aftd as if Ihe 
had t;akei^ hepJ5iialJDoteKrtrirtiitic(n> feesthcJVfcaj- 
fures pitf fuc4 by her ' B&atnt^^ ; without giving 
any Sig^s^of Approbfttiori o^jDiflikc. - 

The good c^ld Lady ihowsi all the Illaipks. of 
iti^ Siati$f4&ij:Hi » ihetalks',a^ haomn^yofhex 
defigft'd Soa? 4n-L^V Ceimtdry Seat, jas' if ihe had 
reQ^e^ i&' It }aft ; 3$ nl^er. She is\^etermiii'd to 
fit inc her Dao^l^F'^f Few aft Churchy . that (he 
may take Plaice of W&r. Hardfs, Fa^ily^.who are 
no m^fle tha« , Qejnil^men 9 .tlK>' tfe Eftate was. in 
^i)r F^imly btf^re, the Com^jti .She has coU 
l^ed Hke,wi(b^ with infinite Labour^ a lift of aU 
the gfe^ FamiJiefcIo wiifch fhe b tt». he. related^ 
a^d.ifiil gi^k rlgi^i :lht.£xfmice otf ehtettainio£ 
the^/for QT^ V^QMfv wfi^d Saadvmy Uhde iqi 
foffte^)lhree Yc^ijs^uiitob'afe of hii Eitaltc. ^ 'It will 
be 90^ difiki^iUi^^^ngvfor yoit; to iimag^ how 
ji^li t^ia forti>f cQ^iw'crfetion'pleafcdime v but 
whatcoiild I do.? Xhe.oklil-adycaii^notfaya 
Word on an another Subjeft •, nay, fo full was fhc 
rf her own Scheme, that (he gave me to under- 
iftand, whenever it took EfFed, tny Coufin would 
|[)(^^f]F^e itiyBetjQerm/ No doiibt.yoa: tihlrik this 
gfievM me, . confidering my Notidrts of Faimijyy 
^t .^ IHiM ^^d; y^t t ]m^iil owtn liwias hot aitoge* 
ti^finitRfM^f It^pain'd me that this Woman" was 
myA^nt; bpi: wh^t furprires mei^oifliis, that 
Jie? Husband ii yet more vtolerit than fhe, and 
tlbl^a nt>t.f€>mu€h^ut of liking t»Both^ new Match, 
■r ,., :.;.,■ ..:'..■ a» 
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as from Prejudice to you, who I dare fay, htVti 

oflfended him* ' ' • 

Poor Emeliaj when } came away^ charged tht t6 
tell you, that fhe is in agood Meafure at her 
Wit's End, that all her Plots are abortive,* and 
•which is worfci have turnM upon herfelf -, yet (he' 
flatters her Melancholy with Hope^ of finding 
.0ur new Recourfes'when fhe (hall have reeoHefted 
herfelf a little 5 but Ihe bids me affune you, that 
hcrConftancy fliall remain Unftiakeny in fpigKt of 
all the BflTorts of her Parents. She has likewife 
direfted me to inform you, that fom^ body has 
told her Father, your Uncle is in a Treaty with 
Alderman Scrape^ who once bufebled him of a 
thoufand pounds, to marry you to his Neice, and 
this Ihe apprehends to be the Caufe of her Fa^ 
therms Wrath. I aflbred "her, on tlie Credit rather 
of my Hopes than of my Knowledge, that the 
Story was am abfolute FalQiood, in which I hope 
you wiH ftand by me, and prove it one* ^ I have 
promifedtovific her again after To-morrowf and 
ihall ftiewJier whatever Ahfwer you write tathisi 
If it wasa:t all in my Power l^would advifc you j 
but as it is not, accept theimoft ztdtnt Wifties 
of your iveraffedtionate Friend,' 

ELIZA 



P.S. I forgot to thank you for the Poem yoti 
lent me: I like it extremely, and if you werii 
not at prefent fo much embarrafs'd, I would b* 
glad to fee foniething of your own in the famd 
'J afte, for that this is of an antient Date I make 
no Scruple to believe, tho* I know that 61d 
Poems may be counterfeited, as well as old Me-» 
dais* Once more, good Florimond^ adieu. 

LET. 



The kXTlCHAL ArtO^EMElJT'. 47 



LE T T E R XVm. 
: ilL ORI MON P /«^^ Z A. . .! 

, Cbarmng ff^pmof^! . r ;! r ; . 

IA M infinitely obliged to ]>iu^r the Pains you 
have taken in our- Affairs,"' ^nd for your f6 
readily deteding the FaMchodd of that Tale whiiSR 
had been told Emelia^s Father. So far is my Uht 
cle from having rttep^d into ariy fuch Ireaty, 
that he has written Wc! ^ very inoving Letter, ort 
the Account he haa heard of what paflesin thaft 
Family.- I begin no^ to hope when Emeliadt^ 
fpatrs. If Pk)ts ai^ no more,^ Sincerity may re^ 
ftore our almoit loft Ganie, In a Day or two vci^ 
Djaclewill vifit ckerei and I hope'-wiJl find an 
Opportunity of ihowing the good old Gentleman 
bow much he has been mifted,' and'how defiroua 
we both are, that he Would refume fiis former 
Way of thinking, 

I am not at all amazed at the old Gentkwo*^ 
man's being in fuch Raptures^ it is natural enough 
for wifer People than (he to be extremely fond of 
their own Proje&s, tho* they may not be' over 
laudablcj I am pretty much of your Mind with 
refped: to Families, and yet I muft cbnfefs, that 
I am not much difpleafed at havihjg it in m^^ 
Power to convince this I^dy, who is fo fond of 
Honour, that my Family is* not worfe^than 
that of which ftie is fb fond s 'iky, and if Title 
plcafes her fo much, my Uncle has a " NepheW 
who is ai Baroncc -But thcfe are'pi^or Things; 
s.'L and 



and enter fo little into prudential Notions of Hdp- 
pinefs^ that. J ha!Kfc of ^ea- wondered there ar^ 
Women, nay, and^Men too, who where theit^ 
Children's Happinefs is. at Stake^ can be ^ weak 
enough to -fiafric^" that thte l^hrkfe in^ Fpeaking or 
writing to them will ever^haye a^Sh^re.in it^bufi 
the rt^n^gin^ Parf^'of^the Worid Hivrf fd Aany 
Maxims repugnant to Reafon, and the Wits a- 
bound with Notions fo irredoficiteafeld t6 tficNa- 

Part, I aijii iiev,?r^rpriz*<J wh?fl hhtser ot:»lF|- 
mily ruinfd ^. OecoAomj?, 0raf S Btrfiiii of 
prodigi,ou$ .g^i$§p>#yif>g» tfefi^;K<)^. :; ■ r : ; 
Now, . ch2{rtf^ingcEf»e^an teton«r addf efr my fetf 
fPjyo\*y aTi4>:j6.tcJ»e^ befaecj^ryoiij^ta do yorinarti-* 
poft 50 i^y^JrivjfOpr Spir^aji: ;• hzm forr/iyodt 
new hovQf ^id!5M)^ra<B^er y<5wE^pedations,rb^ 
L^^nafo^GQK^ftdeJx? t^.he is aij^asof HonooFi 
^ not t:o/t)^:Wf defi^ny gpfJat 'UM^iin^fs at wfadt 
^/r2J^told;i?fiein/>ef la^^ 5^heftl% tlhis^ IfeiB 
gvi^n to yp%;freelyj> thfat I woiilcJinot" wiilinat}^ 
^ in hi^.J?lgcig,-n 1 thiiiJci lih^v©. fts^ tatebRetari 
ktipn a$ :^<a^f!^ but 'L I$/iQ^vf tAi* y/aor Ghflfrfra 
are capable of vanquiftiing all i3jy:RefolutioiY^.B6 
ia good ;{Sf tKpf, lay: afidefplot^ng;. ^nd^kt JTbiigs 
go in their natiMial' Channel. l)ri?ly'fi> mtchi.on 
y.9\ar Fidelity, that the' t forefc^agreat dearl :of 
Trouble, yet 1 have ptetty copfidenC Hopes ftiMi 
li am noDiflembkr,r and tlisecefore y6u ma:;^thruj9 
|his Deciara|ii5in 5».it happened uriluckily thz^xtrjL 
Friend who i& ^0q9ginted l/^itfrytnir Lover is^oui 
of Townv but he is exp^ded To-morrow, and 
^ft I fball be ^Wis to forHi feme Judgpient' of 
his Intentions andi n^^rnier of pr©<feetiing. Whcti 
% am next fayoor'd with a Ldtt»n frbm £ir2i«^ I 
doubc nof^but Is ihnUgniiSfome other Lights in 
t the 
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the' mean Time^ |>erhaps,. I can^give hep fojue,:, A 
Lad was at my Lodgings ^his Jylorning^.jWhile I 
was Abroad,' who left VV^ord that, he /haa Uv^d 
with her Father, and is, IperfMrae, the fame whot 
was Utely turn'd away. He pronvsM to.call iri 
the Elvening J and I would ^gl.adly,. had it beea. 
poiTible, declined writing tiUTo-niorrowIVIorning, 
but knpwipg, that this WQuld^cprne too late, if X 
delayed fo long, I make it my Choice to fend .what • 
he communicates in my next^ which will be de- 
liverM byaPerfonin whom 1 can confide, and wha 
is well IkriQwn to both ypup Families. I am, tho* 
difconfolate enough, 

. Tpur ever faithful^ \ 

: florimondJ 



- .t E T T E R.XIX. :: r 

E M E L I Arto FLO R I M aN D. ^ 

■ . ' " ■ '" y ■■_ f-^'' '■* '''• ■' • ' ■■ 

Unhappy Lover! ' ' ^ '^^ ■• ►^"■'- ^ ^ 

I Find, that in private, ^sf WeJl'^s |Jublic ASixri, 
ajittie Corruption is forrietinjes nfedeflary. 'Aft 
Qur5ervants had Orders' not to* enter into any 
Converfation with mq, or to go near your Houfc. 
I found means, however,- to engage the Gardener 
to admit a Maid of mine, who is married in the 
Town, into one of the Arborsj where I write; 
this, which the Butler, one of rny M6ther's Far 
vourites, wiU deliver you. The Reafon why I 

E ^odk 
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took this Mttjlod is, becaufe I dbubt. whether they 
will allow £//2^ to yifit me again. I would not 
throw you itito Defpair, and yet I muft inform 
you that your Schemes, I dare hot call them 
Plots, have had nb better Succefs than mine; 
itiy Father going three Miles off next fuefday^ to 
avoid feeing your tlpcle. Such, Sir, is the Fi- 
delity, the Wifdoin, and Refolutioh of fome 
Men! ^ 

" My new Lover, bf whom you are pleas'd to 
Bave a*bett;er t)t>ini6n than I have, feems to have 
ffilra higher of himfelfj' fince at his lafl: Meeting 
with my Mother, he was pleas'd to fix this Day 
Fortnight for oi^r Wedding, reckoning it feems as 
athingof CourfeohmyConfent, which, if I am 
not vepy^much out in my Reckoning, he will 
never have. Tho* I cannot help thinking this a 
Jittle ftrange, it gives me a Week longer before 
"^ come to Extrerniti^s, myaffidupw Mamma 
having made Choice of this Day fjS^^nnight for 
that purpofe, and had aftually be^un her Pre- 

Earations for the Solfemiuty, though ^without ta- 
ing any Notice of it to me, which furely was no 
Aa.of Tenderhefs'. Icannbt fay (he .\^as ever tin- 
kind to me before, and I fee with Surprize, that 
Ambition, and the foolilh Love of Title, hath in 
fo Ihoff a Time oy^rturn'd that maternal Affec- 
tion, which I had experienced frorn my Cradle. 

The fole Thing how to be thought of, Flort- 
mridy is, what Meafures we are to take. If I 
marry without my Father's Confent, I have no- 
thing. In (uch aCafe, all my Hopes would reH; 
on my only Brother, who is at Cambridge^ and 
hath always ftiewn a fincere Friend fliip for you. 
I'et, alas! Hopes are a bad Provifion'to fetout 
vjjth in the World/ We may indeed feed On 'them 

our- 



The Rational Amusement.' 51 

oiirfdves^^but npibody elfe wil^ take them in 

P^ymeht/1 You are in li^e Manner depeiident on 
yburltr^cH ancl, without doub;, hp will retain z, 

juft R^i^tipent of the Ufage he has poet v/ith 
hefe,:^hicli pfi^y ^n^ marrying me the 

moft difagr^eable Thing to him in tlie: World.' 
A dteidliipl Projfcef^ this, and yer as it is all we 
ha^vp; It would be Folly >ibt to look,upoa it, or 
tofr^ti^in its ftead, fom^ entertaining Landfchape 
iri'our Imaginations- It is much eafier tp-^deceiye 
than to dehver burfelves -, but if I can do nothing 
toward;? the latter, you Ihall never be able to re- 
proach me. with contributing to the former. 

In this fad Situation, it is my Comfort however, 
that no Part of our Misfortunes flow from our- 

, felves. The Regard I have for yog, took JBirth 
from my Father's Recommendation, and therefore 
he can only bla.ipe bimfelf for its Confequences. 
I have often wondered how Parents expeft Duty 
from Chii^i«n, whom they difpofe pf> with as 
little Ceremony as they do their Horfes, and in 
the fame way of Pufcjiiafe too. It rp|Je<as Sha<ne 
upon a Father, and more upon a Mother, * if a. 
Daughter makes a bi^ Wife-, and yet to be 
thouglitia good Daughter, Ihemuft have (bch No- 
tions as will probably^ if not neceflarily, render 
her a very bad Wif^e. Her AfFcftions muft be as 
mut^le asa Wcathcr-Cock. They muft fit, hoW 
This Way, now That^ jud as the Breath of her 
Parents blows. Can there be any Thing more 
prepofterous ? Or can Parents take any Steps more 
likely to put their Children upon throwing off all 
Duty? • 

.TJiieRdult of aJ!s FMmond, is this.^ I tnuft 

be unhappy, duife whith Way I will^ tb*marry 

aMs^ i do not love, and defert a Man I do, is 

E 2 the 
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fhoul^bgglad to.findininG a44€dto tbe^ Number. 
The Peifon wha delivers you this, will fet out 
for London early the next Morning : He will fup 
at your Houfe, and if you,Gan*writc an Anfwer 
then ftndgive it him,^ it wil} be fooner with me 
than by any other , Conveyance, and my next 
Jhall be .as fppn with you, as any Contrivance I 
^m Mafter of, can fend it. 

I hafye.re^eiv'da Letter {torn ^melia^ {hy their 

Gardener dhis Monient. She feems itij ^oubt' 

whethei' you will be allow'd to fee her; If ^. me 

jfhould be miftaken, tell her, that, her laflEpUlle 

wijlb^l^id up both ^n-my Heart, ac^, in ,niy 

,Gabi|>et j that we agciee pxaftly in Sentirnents.; 

that! kTOW: nothing ;fli^rn?ful but Yice,, aqd (pan 

Jorm noJde^ of the Wretcbednefs of People who 

are.-ridt:Wicked. This is my laft, though not-niy 

late Refoluuon i it ever was^ and I dare fay k 

.ever will be, n)y Opiniop, and if I flhould 

afU^f it, I Hiall be wj^at I ought to be, miferable 

.^^n^ygh, though Power and Riches wrought the 

Change. My Uncle is a Man of toOjUHiGh gpod 

Sfi^f^^>ar)dof too nice Honour^^ tjO; think my 

Marriage with jfw^i/Vz a wrong Aftionj; but if 

ht did, I have two hundred Pounds a Year iii- 

depcnd^t of him j which is fgfficient to purchafe 

Ntceffaiii^, and to fecure Content to thofe , who 

like each gther. Forgive my writing fo unenter- 

taii^ng a. Letter, and b0Ueve that I am /incerei^ 



i yours. 



F'tD^R I MQ N D. :^ 

■■■. ; . .f ■:•■':> -.n. ■: 
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L E;r T E R XXL : 

ELIZA io'^V L GUI M O N.D. ' ^ 

Sefi cf Frknds ! ' ' ^^ ^ 

IT is imgbflible for me to exprefs the" Pleafure 
yow kind Epiftle gives me^ and yet our 
Affairs are in fuch a Situation, that I have iczitt 
any relilh for Pleafure. Yefterday Morning nijr 
Father acquainted me, thaFhe had made Choicii 
of a Huiband for me, and that I was to prepare 
both to fee and to marry him next Week ; as to 
his Name 1 am at prefent a Stranger to it, my 
Fathef fuppofing that his Recommendation wii$ 
fufKcient to obtain my Confent, even in flavour 
of a Man of whom I never heard. Your Conjefture 
about Pbaon is but tdo well founded. I know he 
is in LondcHy but till I received your Letter, knew 
nothing of his intended Marriage -, yet if hfe is fo 
inclined, it diflfolves all my Promifes, and I might 
be on better l^ierms with my Father. However,! 
defpife fuch an Expedient* I cannot change fo 
caffly, or pretend to facrific^' my own Peace, !& 
order to procure .that of. ray neareft Relation.. I 
am' tWefore det^rnfiift*d, tJbo' it fhou*d coft 'me 
another Confinement, to exprefs my Sehtinieriti 
freely in a Letter, which I will give my old Crenr 
tleman To-morrow Morning, when I know he 
will expeft my Anfwer. 

I could be content you faw jpbaon^ which fuffe 

_wili*be no difficult Thing. I fuppofe to^ that 

.•.\ ' ' '"E 4* '■' ' ' ■• ■ '' '-yoU 
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L E .T T E II XXIL 

f Beidg thePij^tir hidofea tDd nfetred tor b die foriner.] 

ElilZ^bi*^ rPATRICia 

My Packer !m - 

IN all the Years which Jiave elaps'd fince the 
Time o^ fny Birth; I dm nbt cbnftious of niy 
ever having intended to offend you. . While my 
dear Mother was living Ihe always told me, thdt 
when I grew a Woman, it w^s ir>teii4ed I Ihould 
marry Pbdoh^ ' ; His Father in your Prefence, and 
with your liking, call'd me Daughter, ^nd what 
Jev/els I havej^ere given me by that good old 
Mani My Engagements to his Son were not fo 
mtichmy own Acts, as yours and my Mother's, 
t^ho haa fheb^fen" alive,. *vik;>uld' have prevented 
this Day'^ Trouble. The pjaiii Truth therefore 
\i, this, that I look upon myfelf.to be fo much 
the Wife of Phaon^ that I will never marry any 
other Man, eveft if he fholild differ fo far from 
me in Sentiments, as to think himfelf at Liberty 
to marry anpther Woman. This, Sir, is nqt 
S fdlh or a fudden Refolution, but a Thing de- 
termined in my Bread from the Moment he was 
torn from me to be fent to Leghprn^ there to 
piece together his Father's Accompts, till the 
Amount fhow'd whether I was to belong to 
him, or to a richer Perfon. 

The Propofal you was pleafed to make me, 
appears fo extraordinary, fo little agreeabl<e to 
Jieafon, ancj f9 void of that paternal Tendernefs 
•^^ ' ' i "^ • you 



jfoi? ba,ve always il^ewa for mc^ , that if it had ; not 
qome/rom yourfclfj I^ iliiOUlfi ncyerbaye believ'd 
it ypurs. Refolve to -marry .a Manbefpre I hear4 
*fii^ l^fme, Of law hi3 Face ! Sure^, Sir, you muft 
have i very bad Qpinion of ; m^ Xince you were 
too Jong a Hufbind,! and had too.good a Wife, 
jfUOt to have a ju ft Idea of the n^anried State. 
Your Greyhound, Sir, which you gave away to a 
-Stratiger, . ran Home ^gm^^^ forty Miles ; and dp 
^Du .jL^ink it mpre eafy to p^rt with vpur t)augh- 
' ter .? You think impUci t Obedience a Part of 
, toy Duty ', butfurje if it be fo, it was left oi^t of 
^the Law of God and Na,ture. We are command- 
.ed to honour our jPaxents ; but Honpur is the 
iServioe of the IJn^erftandipg, and therefore we 
capi^Qt honour thofe, wjio Ihow us no Caufe j we 
piay fear, dread,, and^fubmit ;q them, and with- 
out the Grace of,Gpd:,.we may fecrctly hate them; 
but^gnour thejEn wexannot. This, Sir, is the 
Fruits of the EdjiCftio|> you gaye me- If youiri- 
tended. to tres^i;,.p[iQ;as a. ^lave,; why did you 
breed me as onewJvi w^^bprn.fr^e^ f, B^u^^ 
to yqutfelf^ remember yourPromifes to your 
>Fri^nd,. and ceafe to think of calHng Breach of 
Faith an Aft of Obedience; 

Your Unkindnefs to me is fo new, that while 
it forces me to expoftulate, it deprives me^jof A- 
bilities. The other. D^y I was exjiofed to Scan- 
fial, nay to Infamy, if that could fall on Innocence, 
by locking me up, and turning away my Foot- 
boy > it rtiay be, you then difcover'd my Cor- 
refpondence with Phaon^ in all which ihere is no- 
thing ought to make me blufh or decline your 
fevereft Scrutiny : but methinks a fudden Marriage 
-iras'a ftrange Punifhment for this Offence, uplefs 
|he M?n you .mtend me for wa^ your Enemy, 

aii4 
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tind you meant to plague him with a Wife who 
could have no AfFeftion for him.; Pardon, Sir, 
the Acripiony of a Stile unbecoming a Daughter, 
and which I could nevef have bi^ought tnyfelf to 
ufe, if from your Gonduft I had not conceiv*d 
you were ineiin'd to forget that I was your Daugh- 
ter. Had it beeir otherwife, you' would never have 
confpir'd againft my Pfeace, by fending away 

^Pi^^^^, without the leaft Neccflity; againft my 

*Chara6t6r by confining me aboiit a Foot-booy ; 
and now, againft any Good, that Provideric^ may 

•have in referve forme ; by intending to mariy rnc 
to a Man I neither know^ nor can poflibly care 

-for. In this Diftrefs what Rerfiedy have I left ? 

TThis only, that I appeal from your Views of 

'Ambition, Intereft, or Conveniency, to your Af- 
fedion as a Father, to the Refpeft you owe your 

• d'e^d Friend j and that Tehdern€;fs you always e:?;- 
preffed for the Memory of my Mother. F would 
add to theft the Merits of mtrty Years little Ser- 

-vices in which you formerly took fomc Delight, 
when you called me your dear 

ELIZA. 



^ LET. 
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LET TEfR XXllL 
FLORIMOND. to ELIZA. - 

Admirable Heroine t 

IF the untoward Situation of my own Affairs, 
and the Perplexities in which I know you are 
plung'd, did not render Compliment^ impoffible. 
and impertinent, i* would endeavour to exprels tp 
you fome fmall JPart at leaft of that Satisfadtion, 
which your laffi Epiftle gave me ; but I think it 
will be a ftronger Teftimony of hiy Friendfhip 
to inform you, as to the Paias I hav^ takep to be. 
of fome Ufe to you. Phaon i$ Jreally in I^ondon^ 
and on the Point of befng marriqd,.hi|5;Wcdding: 
Cloathsand the Lady*s are making, but who ihe 
i^ I cannot learn. 1 fhould have dinM^jVjrith hinn 
To-day, but thaf he was oblig'd to gp, to ,i?i(^i&-^ 
i»W-, however I fhall be introdu^rdtp him To- 
morrow, and if I can contrive 'jihy. Method to 
penetrate this Myftery .1. will. ^T.our .Lad waa 
with me this Morning, arid tells me ybnir Aunt ia 
Town is buying your. Wedding .Cjk)ath3. He 
could not fure dreanl.this, and I alwayjS Jpok'd 
upon your Faither to be a Man of rtprq Pfuderw:e, 
than to run the Hazard of fuch Difappoii^tments. 
In a Word, I am fo amaz'dl cannot tell what to 
think, only that, as you fay, the parknefs cannot, 
laft long, and yet ihethinks we hav^ been too 
long in the Dark already! I haften, however, to 
fome more ftrange News. 

4 ' thfe 
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'The Gardener, whq brought me my laft Letter 
from EmeUartcAd me as a gr^ Secret, thatjtheir 
young Lady waTgoing to be married, and that it 
bad been put off a Week, on account of a new 
Chariot. This igreea cxaftly with the Intelli- 
gence you gave me, apd yet I know not how to 
believe l30th Accounts*^^ 'CKaiice threw lie 1 the 
other Day into a Place where I faw my Rival : 
he is certainly a very fine GftntlemWj but Ivfi^n- 
notthi/ik he is .in Lpv^ ;.with JS^£//^ ;,,beep|c-| 
heard him fay thahy Thjhgs to ^ Lady, ^ which | . 
thought were too tender for (jajlintry, ancj^a?^ 
much mifiaken if the Lady did; not think fp.tOQ^^ 
Hippolyrus irqld him who I wa§^ aj which heiobjc^d 
upon me and fmird, paffing^y meas Heweqtout 
Cf the Room, he faid {(nii^i Jf^e Jhall be\gpoi 
FriendSySir, for all this. Upon wliichi ^qw'4> but 
made no Anfwer. Hipjwlytus jtelk tne he depjipcid, 
fpeaking of th0 Marriage, and, pn)y faid, h^f^e- 
liev*d he lh'ou*d not difappoint Amelia at thc^ 
Time, of fhef him ; sind that lie ha4 been ip [ thq 
Morrfiri^ looking onSilksfbr her WeddingCI^ 
My ,Ffiehdr |s nolefs bewilde^^^ than I, efpeci- 
ally finceoh calling at the Gehtlenian's Lodgings^, 
he Was told bV^ 4 Servant that he i»vas gone d9wa 
to Suff0y fp' that he will be th^re three pays a^ 
leaft foc^nt^ 'ton they expeft him,, and fboner I 
hope ^han f6)mePe6pIc;(lclrire hifn> thp', to tell 
you thfe T-lnitti'^ my Brain begins to grow giddy, 
arid iliy Faith li at its very laft Gafp. . . 

• My tjnck/is in. T^ ^nd aa^ muc;i>^c9i>^ 
(}erri*d at my.*N)Ilpfor^une as ^^t^ •,, he 

offers as weir^ you, toi be .Sefynty for ^nffli% 
upon* which rfhow'^hirrjT her '4ft Letter^. .with 
which he feemM trahfpprted, |?icl me g^ 
loSuffolky marry her, and he "would fettle on me 
^ ' * his 



his whole Eftate, Yet I have no Inclination to 
ftir, Idr 10 fpiak ihe Truth, I am fe afi-aid of fonic 
unexpefted Turn, that I am difpofed rather to 
wait the DecifiOll of >Providencc, ith*i tempt it. 
Befides, I incline to be at the Bottom of this Bu- 
iiYieft of Pi^«l*c which would rte>t be^pradicabH 
fliould I go out of Town at this critical Junfture. 
The more I confider Things, tl^e onfor^ I am fix'd 
in this Refolutioni,foras thefe JPerplepfities grew 
inirnediiteiy bh hiy coming to towh to fettle nW 
Aflraife,^aha-^hdut)liy tnoVihgat aU,'f cannpi; 
apprehend how ^niy making fo duick a Step as go-: 
ing down t6 ^f()5^, fhbuldproauceany thing but 
n6w CohfuTtb'n^. Yet I will not bepofitiye that 
I .may rtot faddenly change my Qpinion^ for iff 
Was once fatUfied as to Piaotf^ liHouid be ex-f 
trettieiy wdl :p]f6k^^d t6 m^e you !k Vifit, and con- 
fef X^rthyoti 5^ New and Old. \ 

tHoiij^iit''^rpC|ferj1^^ that piy coming, if io 

;,'m^ii(^Jwr^^ 



it tiapbife'ns, 

I thiiiK jCovjI^ ftrprize you^ done by a Man like 
r^ty )^rio ;c6rttfadia& hitiifelf fo 'often in fo few 
Lihi6i; YfeCy^ my Excyfe,^ and know 

the Foi'CeVf it, ' I hope however thia is the laft 
TTime^j^ihdilVtirge it, for Wfiting^tn (o incoherent 
a M^niierj 'tho*in the midft of all my Diforder, 
I date iflt^rc y:6u lam moft faithfully yours, ! 

IK/.;. ; , c.. .• ' flWiijMONDl 

V"Aiy^|utt^ii'l wai about tpfealVthis leticri 
irecdved tftc ihcloi^d from\feiy Friend* I bavq 
fead it twicei '^d am in no fear of 'forgetting the 
Contents" y 'ato.d'as it concerns you jather more 
than iriyfelf, I'thought fending it would be th^ 
heft Method of communicacirig the Intelligence 
it brihgs. 

LET- 
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HI PP O L Y:TUS :/d^ :FLOJ[t IM OND* 

- 'Dearefi F«iiND-1 ^ - "^ ^ * ^^ - -^ ^ 

if' A Nl afham^l to fay tRat I* have ta|cen a grea,t 
j|;* deal. 61^ Pains to very little pUrpofc, in un- 
ravelling/tliat ; perplexed \^eb.,of . JVIisfortujie, 
which with fio fmaillnduftry'your eviLQ^ 
been For fohie time wprking. The- f^yf Eiifco- 
VeriesI have rftade, I Haveconanfiunicated toypu 
at feveral Tirn^s j but I make it my. Choice tg 
repeat them tp y 6u at once, and jn Writing, tKat 
^ou may the better' fee their Cpnneftion with eacl> 
6ther/ and ppfllbTy be thereby. led. to. difcern 
the Gaufes^df.thofe Events which Wve fo mij|ch 
aftoriifh'd ybii: ;Ypur Rival C//^i/<?». is, you krvbtwi 
i Mah of 'diftinguifli'd, Bi^th, witK . a tortii^!^ 
very ynequai' thereto, His',]^athei: had a laVge 
Eftate wheh. this young tjeatIeij|i^iV,>yas bo{-f>^ 
|ihd as he fet ho Limit to other Expences, To 'it 
muft be allpwecd j:hat there was no rUgn^^ qf fpar- 
irig in the Education of his SonV .Before 'he 
traveird, there was' fome Thalk oT^ a Niatch be- 
tween turn anda Lord's only Daughter ; but while 
he was in //^/k," that Nobleman died, and his 
widow, who wasiilfo her Daughtcrfs Guardian, 
forbid Celadon the Houfe, as ifpbn as fiie heard 
of his Return to London I'his was the Lady 
you took Notice of the other Day, to whon^ 
Celadon was fpeaking. The Town thought there 
was ftill an Amour fubfifting, aad therefore the 

Lady'^s 
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diat young Lady's Mother confiders his Marriage 
with- Emelia as a Tiling very conducive to her 
Quiet, All this I am able to tell you of my own 
Knowledge ; and farther, that Celadon hath lately 
had very largb Sums of Money in his Poffeflion, 
been extreamly bufy with Lawyers, and whenever 
he returns again to Town, is to bring out a very 
grand Equipage, which it he expefts^o fupport 
with Emelia s Fortune, he will not be thought to 
have acquired much of their Oeconomy, during 
his Ipng Converfe with the Italians. 

What! am to tell you of Phaon is Matter of 
Hfcrarfay. He went to Leglxrrn to fettle his Fa^ 
ther*s Affairs, which he found in great Confu- 
fion, and tho* he ftayed there a good while,, and 
applied himfelif very induftrloufly to that Bulinefs^ 
yet could he not bring them into any Order ; his 
Return to England is fudden and uriexpefted, two 
Reafons 1 have heard affign'd for this in Conver- 
iation^ one, that his Ouardian recalled him ; the 
other, that aDifcovery has beeo lately made of the 
EffciStsbf his father's Banker, which will produce 
ten Shillings in the Found, befides five Shillings 
wliich have been divided already, and as he is th6 
principal Creditor, this mull be a veryconfiderable 
Thing. As to his Marriage, it is kept a Secret, 
•at. the requcft of the Lady's Father, of whom I 
heard this Chara&er, that he has a long Head, a 
decpFurfe, and a very clpfe Fift, which Quality 
ties belonging to many People, it can be fcarce 
ttiled any Charafter at ajl. Phaony fince his Re* 
turn to Lendony appears the mod altered Man io 
the World : he was* always of a fweer Tem- 
per, but a little too referv'd, which Humour grew 
upon him in Italji more and more, infomuch 
^at his Friends expedled to have feephima per- 

F feft 



I 
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feftMope; they are however agreeably difap- 
bointed j for with much good Senfe, and the moft 
Decoming Modefty, he has all the Frankhefs arid 
Vivacity one can wifh, and of thefe laft Particu- 
lars I am myfel^, if a competent, a clear Witnefs. 
I have forgot the Lady's Name, whom you 
mentioned to me as the Aunt of a Friend of 
yours ; but I believe Phaon lodges in her Houfe ; 
becaufe, c#ming by accidentally, I faw him hand 
her into a Coach in his Night-Gowri and Slippers. 
You fee what trivial Stories I pick up for you ; 
but you will believe that I would have collefted 
weightier, had they lain in my Way j and there- 
fore you muft impute the lightnefs of this Let- 
ter, not as a Fault, but a Misfortune, to him, who 
in all Thitigs,^ and on all Occafions, will ever 
demonftrate himfelf your true Friend and obe- 
dient Servant, 

HippoLrrus. 

p. S. If there be any Thing (xJd in my Let- 
ter, it is certainly out-done by this Billet which 
I havejuft receiv'd. 

To HIPPOLYTUS, 

. MfoldFrknd^ 

TH E Perfon who delivers you this, will at 
the fame Time bringyou two Marriage Fa- 
vours, one for yourfelf, the other for your Friend 
Florimoyid\ be pleafed to give it him, and tell 
him, that he fhall have proper Notice of the Day 
fix'd for my Wedding, which in fpight of Apea- 
rances, will be no unwelcome Sight to him. I 

fhould 



fiiouhi kave written more, but that I im going 
to {ctEfnelia^s Things packed up^ and therefore 
I bidiyoii both adieu. 

.• ,.-.; . . • ^ . • • ■ 

CELADON. 



t E T Tt'k XXV; 
ELIZA to F. L Ci R I M O N D, 

Mpji worthy Sriend I : \. 

IF I ha:vc been troublefome to you by my long 
nickhchdy Letters,' I will now endeavour to 
make you Tome Amends. We have had ftrangcJ 
Things hapipcn*d in oQi" Family, and, could 1 
command the 'PertMrf flieCountfefs B^AnoiSj ot 
Madam De Noyer;: T perfuadc myfelf my true 
Hiftoi^ wbutd^nbtmakc a Worfe Figure than 
their feignM onefs. To you however, a plain De-^ 
tail of Fadks will, I dare fay,' be more acceptable 
than any of thofe high-finiftiM MemoSrs, where*' 
in the Author*sInvcfttion attd Vivacity Appears to 
much greatej;| Advantage than their Veracity; The 
next Day after I wrote to you, my Father, ^htn 
Breakfaft was over, afltcd me morbfely enough. 
Whether I had thought ferioufly of what he' Sad 
faid to me ? Upon which I immediately prefented 
him the Letter, of which I fent you a Copy. He 
made fome Difficulty of receiving its, arid was 
pleafed to tell me, that he knew well enough my 
Skill in wifting Letters, and had feen more of 
them than I imagined. However, on my bufft^ 
Fa ing 
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Ing into Tears^ h^ took it up and went to thi 
Window. I look'd upon him fteadily while he 
was reading it, and faw with Surprize his Bcow 
clear by Degrees, and after a fecond readings 
was not a little amazed to fee him come towards 
me not only without Anger, but fmiling. 

Eliza J, faid he, is then no Falacy in this ? Are 
thefi the real Sentiments of your Heart ? Yes, Sir, 
returrt'd I, Wly then Girlj anfwer^d he brifkly, 
theyhre nrf Sentiments too^ and you may depend on 
being as happy as I can inake you. 1 threw myfelf 
at his Feet ; and in the beft PJirafes.my Paffion 
would allow me to litter, exprdffed my Duty, 
Gratitude and Thankfulnefs. He quickly raifed 
me up, embraced me, bid me go into tlie Gar- 
den and comppfe myfelf ^i^fter which he dii^dted 
ihe to retire to my Chamber, and not ftir till I 
was cal led to Dinne,r^ 1 pjundually ebeyM him ;- 
But jguefs at my Amazement;, ^hen at Three 
b*CIpck my Maid came tpi^fprm nie, I was to^. 
dine, in nay Chamber, that my Father was gone 
tp, London in his Chariot;,, and that aboiit tWo 
Hotars before our Fmfi& Vifoman was (Jifcarded, 
and obliged to take hrei^Paifega in tfeeStage- 
Cdach. Tha* I am; not abfolutely free from: Ap- 
preliaifipns, fincjc I have no Key tor my Father's 
Coofdud, yet relying upon his Promife, I makp 
myfelf eafy, and hope the beft. I long to hear, 
irova^^meUai and fr<^ you. As our Affairs grew 
perplexed together^ I anf in Hopes that our Mls- 
ibf tjLffic^ wiil have the feme Period ;. ^nd as rtiy 
Happinefs begins to dapw;n,. it would afford me 
the moft fublime Satisfacaion, to have a little 
good News from you, 

My Maid informs me, that your Rival Cela- 
don pafled through this Town in the Morning id 
his Chaife and Six, witha great deaLof Baggage, 

s and 
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and is gone to a Gentleman's Houfe fix Miles 
from hence, on the Ro^ diredlly oppofite to that, 
which ihouJd have carried him tQEmeliWy but as 
his t^awyer followed him about Noon, I imagirie 
Settlements are to be adjufted there, at Icaft I 
know not what eife to imagine: Our French^ 
Woman loft all Patience at my F^?her*s Treat- 
ment, and had the Inlblence to tell my Maid, 
that I intended to have run away with a young 
Fellow nor worth a Qrpat, which fhe had dif- 
covered and prevented ; that my Father would 
marry me in a few Days; and that he had facri- 
ficed hisr in this ungrateful manner, to give the 
Lie to fome Report* to my Difadvantage, but (he 
would take Care the Truth ftiould be known in 
Spight of all our Arts. I proteft to you, I ani 
altogether unable to unriddle any Part of this 
ftrange Accufation, and as I am not willing to 
charge People with great Crimes on Sufpicjpn, 
lam afraid the poor Gentlewoman is a little crazy, 
or clfe inveiltlsd this Romanpe to revenge herfelf 
upon me, for the fuppofcd Injuries I had done 
her. Time, my faithful Friend, will explain 
all thefe Myfteries ; and I hope we fliall Ihoftly 
talk with Pleafure of thofe Things, which give 
us $t prefent the greatcft Pain, and 4n this Hppe 
I bid you farewcl. ' ^ 

E L I Z 4. 

P. S. I have amufed myfelf all ?he Morning 
with Spencer \ can you fee any Sign pf it in thete 
Verfcs? ^ 



On 
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On HOPE. 

HOP E is aCharm ihatfeoths the laFringMni^ 
The f leafing Ovivu of the affliSled Seul I 
Jn it alone the Wretched Comfort find^ 

For lively Hopican ev^ryCare controul. ' 
My hating Bofim is a well wrought Gage,- 

fVhence this fweet Goldpjsch never JhalUelope^ 
Her Mujick all my Sorrows can ajfuage^ 
Sofoft the Songs of Heart-deluding Hope . 



LETTER XXVI, 
FLORIMOND /(? EMELl£ 

,. Miftfefs of my Soul I 

I Cannot decline this Opportunity of writing to 
you, iho' Ihave very little to fay to juftify my 
troubling you with a Letter. The Servants of 
your Family talk with Confidence of your Mar- 
riage. Your Mother expreffes her Satisfaftion in 
all Companies, and by .my fatal CompUifancc to 
your Commands, I have incurred the Indignation 
of your Father, in whofe Integrity both you and 
I plUced our Confidence, and had we not mifma- 
naged it ourfelves, I am perfuaded very juftly. 
^ Celadon ^ has provided a new Equipage, and 
bought your Wedding Cloaths. In this Diftrefs 
I have nothing to confole me, but yjour Promif^ 
and my own Fidelity. Lovers muft have Faith, 
and I hope I have convmc'd you, that in this 
Rofpeft I was not deficient j but now to fpeak 

^ fin(;erelyi 
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finccrely. Appearances are too ftrong not to be- 
get Sulpicions. Forgive me, Emelia^ if I wrong 
you, and if it be in your Power, give me fome 
Grounds to repent ! 

The Conduft of Celadon is fo fluftuating and 
unintelligible, that I am weary of Conjeftures, 
and wait with fome Impatience that Event which 
muft neceflarily end them. You will fee by the 
inclofed what a ftrange Prefent he has fent me, 
yet I muft own to yOUv that if it were not for 
the Scnfe I have of your Charms, I (hould ftill 
depend upon Celadon^ who has a Franknefs in his 
Behaviour irreconcileable to that Conduit which 
muft deftroy my Peace ; but, alas ! if he be in 
my Condition, if you have the fame Power over 
him. that you Have over me, his Perfidioufnefs 
will be of a Piece with my Complaifance ; and to 
juftify his Condudt, he need appeal only to mine. 
If it be otherwife, if, as I have been told, Cela- 
don was pre ingaged, then furely our Affairs are 
not defoerate. But why do I trouble you with 
thefe Irs and Suppofes ? Without queftionyou are 
tineafy enough already, and it ought not to be 
my Office to add to your Difquiets. I cannot for- 
bear writing, and of what (hould I write but that 
of which my Heart is full ? This is the Source of 
my Offence, and this only can excufe it. Since- 
rity is fo acceptable a Quality in a Friend or a 
Lover, that it may attqne for many Deficiencies, 
if not for all ; thus like a Bankrupt I offer you 
what is in my Power, and I hope you will not 
be fo rigid as to expeft more. 

I was juft going to conclude, when Hippolytus 

came in ; he has receivd another Billet from C^- 

ladon^ which proraifes an End to all our Sorrows 

pext Week. What the Meaning of this is I 

\ F 4 know 
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know not ; but whate^i^ it is, may Heaven rtn^ 
der it propitious to yqu. Eliza's Father din^d 
this Day at aMerchantVHoufe with Phaon% they 
went abroad together afterwards in the old Aflan'ft 
Chariot, and they have each of them an Apart- 
ment at her Aunt^^ -, this Ihows they agree per- 
fedly well, andj hope prefages a happy Iffuc in 
her Affair ; fure all Appearances are not delufive, 
or all we fee and hear. Phantoms and Fiftions. I 
have told you now, Emelia^ my Thoughts ^nd my 
News* and yet I am unwilling to make an End^ 
There is certainly in this Paflion of Love, fome- 
thing which borders nearly upon Madnefs -, tl^c 
Series of our Aftions is a String of Contradidi- 
ons, our Refolutions are without Forces and our 
Opinions change before they are well exprefled. 
Xo avoid tormenting you therefore with my ra- 
ving, i will only add, that however difturbed and 
diftradted in other Things^ my Heart is entirely 
and lincerely yours* 

FLORIMOND* 



LETTER XXVII. 
HIPPOLYTUS to FLORIMOND. 

Bearefi Friend^ 

I Should think myfelf extrcamly happy, if I 
could do you the farcie good Office inrefpeft 
to your own Affairs, that I am going to perform 
in regard to a Lady for whom 1 know jroia have 

the 
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tiie ^eateft Cancern. r8>y this Time Eliza is:tbe 
}iappieft Woman in the Worlds and by the odd- 
dft Train of Accidents that can be, it is my 
Power to acquaint you how this has fallen out. 
in the firft Place, you muft know that Mzaxor- 
cefponded with Pbaon^ % a Name different from 
his own. The Boy Ihe fent with her I^etters to ' 
the Paft'Officej was very faithful, infomuf h that 
the ir^f /^Houfe-keeper could not procure one of 
them, cither by Promifes or Threats. She found 
Mi^ns however to get the Direftion copyM at the 
Pqfi-Houfe^ andhavingeffefted this, fheprocur'd a 
Lettef to be written frotti Londony to tnat young 
JLady's Father, informing him that fuch a Perfoni, 
lifing the Name which Pbaon had fix'd on for 
his Correfpondence with Eliza^ was on the Point 
of running away with his Daughter. This alarm'd 
Jiim not a little, having juft, received Advice 
from Leghorn^ that by an unforefcen Accident 
Phaon W0UI4 recover all his Father's Effefts. 

To prevent ill Confequences therefore, the 
old Gentleman made Mifs a clofe Prifoner, dif- 
mifsM her Servant, and underftanding that Pi>aon 
was about to fet out fflr England^ before he had 

fut this Part of his Project in Execution, he by 
-etter forbad him to write any more to his Daugh- 
ter, on Pain of never feeing her again* Thefe 
X<etters however never reached his Hands, hav- 
ing left Leghorn on the Death of his Correfpon- 
dent, who was entrufted with conveying £^*2w*s 
jEpiilles ; but upon his coming to Town, and go- 
ing to Eliza's Aunt's, he received from her the 
i^me Caution. Upon this, he ijfent a Friend of 
i^sintoSuffffliy to learn what was the Matter, 
;Vho inform'd bim on his Return, that the oki 
.(SoeAtleman was rdblv'd that PM^' ^ould fur-^ 

prize 
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prize his Daughter, by coming down on a fuddeit 
as a Stranger he had fix'd on for her .Hulband. 
This Scheme, when at the Point of Execution, 
was broke all to Pieces by a Letter thp young 
LMy wrote her Father, which difcovered that (he 
newr had a new Lover. By this, the French 
Woman was deteded, and turned out of the Fa- 
mily. The old Man came to Town, conferred 
Kotes with his Son-in-Law, and this Morning they 
are fet out together for Suffolk. Without Queftion 
they will be very kindly received by EUza^ tho* 
by a Letter of hers to her Aunt, it appears fhc 
was not a little chagrined at Phaonh being in 
Town fo long without writing her a Line. He 
never faw that Epiftle till Yefterday, and though 
he has fo much Matter for his own Juftificaticm, 
yet it has given him fuch ftrong Concern, that 
when I took my Leave of hi^n this Morning, h^ 
was not in near fo high Spirits as I expdSied. 
Surely this Love is an odd Paffion, Gnce Lovers 
are never eafy. I Ihould be glad to fee how he 
will behave when a Hufband. Will his Uneafi- 
nefles be th^n all over, or will new ones fucceed ? 
I a(k this as a mere Novice in thefe Matters, but 
I hope to be well informed when you and he are 
pnce in Condition to become my Mafters. 

I was going to feal my Letter when Celadon^^ 
Servant call'd upon me to enquire where you 
liv'd. I was very urgent with him to know what 
^was the Reafon of thi§. Enquiry \ but all the 
Apfwcr he would, or perhaps could give me, was 
that hi> "Mafter had written a Letter to you, . 
which was to be delivered by his Taylor this 
Afternoon. I gave him a Direftion, an^ will 
not fail to call upon you in the Evening, to learn 
if it be pQffiblc, wh^t iV\% myAeriQus Man means. 
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I confefe the Meafures he takes, aftonifli me as 
much as they {)erplex you, and I have more than 
otice repented my Acquaintance with him, merely 
becaufe of the Difquiet it gives me ; yet I can-^ 
not hear that any Friend of his beAde has Reafon 
to complain, which irtftead of eafing, adds to my 
Inquietude, becaufe I think it hard he ihould fix 
on me for the firft Man he deceives, and make* 
an Engine in deceiving others. Perhaps I am 
miftaken in that ; in this I am fure I am not, 
when I profefs myfetf the fincereft of your Friends, 
and the mod faithful of your Servants, 

HJPPOLr^US. 



LETTER xx:vni. 

E M E L r A /^ E L I Z A. 

il^ ^»/y Frienb I 

IT is with the greateft Satisfaftion, that I re» 
ceiv'd, though very imperfeftly, the News of 
your Happinefs, My Maid had it from the Maa 
who brings you this, and whom your Father 
fent to invite all our Family to your Wedding. 
What Anfwer he will bring back I know not, 
for I am as clofcly confined as if I had been not 
fufpedled only, but convifted of a capital Offence, 
though I conceive it is intended that my Imprifon^ 
ment fhall be concluded not with Hanging, but 
with Marriage. My Maid is a kind of Prifoner 
teo, fpr though Ihc \% allowed the yberty of the 

Houfe^, 
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Houfe, and may go up and down St»rs, which 
is more than I hay6 done theft ten JDays, yet dare 
ihe not fpeak to any of the Servants in private^ 
nor dare they approach my Apartnaciit. 

Never furcly was a Family in fuch Confofion* 
My Father, contrary to his ufual Cuftom, hardly^ 
fpeaks a Word, arid from being the teft humoured 
Man in the World, is become one of the moft mo- 
rofe. My Mother was in top Spirits till within 
thefe three Days, when a van: Quantity of fine 
Cloaths and Linnen came down from Londan for 
me, with z hsxtcr from Celadon^ the Contents of 
which 1 know not. I guefs however, that there 
is fomeAing wrong, becaufe my Father can/carcc 
look upon me without Tears, and my Mother 
talks alike harfhly to us both. To add to my 
Diftrefs, I hear nothing either from Tlorimond^ or 
you. Is not this a melancholy Situation ! Have 
I not Reafon to lofe my Patience, ov can any one 
blame me for being peevifti, or even vapourifh 
in fuch a Condition ? Try, dear Elizd^ try to fee 
me, for whether our Family go to your Houfe or 
not, I fhall certainly remain. where I am. I be- 
lieve it will be beft not to aflc my Parents Leave. 
I perfuade myfelf Pb^^n will accompany you to 
the Garden Gate at Nine in the Evening 5 my 
Maid (hall be there, and will condgft you to an 
Arbor where I fpend many Hours of the flceplefs 
Night. 

I know you will have the Goodnefs to excufe 
my not complimenting you on your Marriage ; 
thofe who are not half fo much affei^lcd with it 
as I am, will be able to fay ten Times more than 
I can; but as in the Courle of a long tender 
Friendfhip, I ntvtr gave you any Reafon to doubt 
eit^*er my Simecrity, or my Zeal, fol hope yoq 

will 
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W4II not queftion either of them now, when the 
ftrange Pofture of my Affairs renders it impoflible 
for me to pxprefs them as I ought, I forefee 
fome Difficulty in your coming, and therefore if 
you find it impradicable, have the Goodnefs to 
write by this Servaifit, and fend him at the fame 
Hour to the Garden Gate. Before I conclude, I 
ttiuVt teiryou, that' thfe I^lglit before the Day oii 
which I am to be married, I intend to make my 
Efcape, in which, it I (hould have any need of 
yoiir Afliftaftce, I ftitH find a Way to inform you 
by Margaret J who uSf*d to bring you my Letters > 
as yet, I have only thought of it in geheral, antf 
have not fettled any particular Method^ It may 
be Pro\ddeftce will prevent me, and fave niy ta- 
king a Step, which gives me ineyprcflible Pain to 
thiAfc 6n; The Ufage I have received from my 
Mt)^htri hath fharptfned my Temper beyond any 
Thing of Which I ever thought -myfelf capable, 
etpetidAly to"Waf drf one for whom the Laws of God 
and Man re(juir6 fo high a Reverence, Indeed, 
EU^ I ought not to trouble you with thefe me- 
lancholy Thiifgs, krtthediately on your Marriage i 
htJit it is impoffible for me to write any Thing elfe, 
and therefore to prevent continuing in a wrong 
Road, I Will be lb rude as to mak* a full Stop. 
Adieu! Remember with Pity your unhappy 
Ffiehd, 

E M E L 1 A. 



L E T 



I 



The Rational AMUSEHifiKrf. 



L E T t E R XXIX. 
FLORIMOND to HIPPoLyTUS. 

A Departure fo fudden ^s mine, without ta- 
king Leave, without fending you a Meffage^ 
or fo much as excufing myfelf by a Letter, muft 
appear very extravagant, nor ftiould I be furprized 
if by this Time you had Thoughts of blotting 
both Celadon and myfelf out of the Lift of your 
Friends. You know that by an odd Accident, 
Celadon's Taylor mifs'd. me in the Morrang, as I 
mifs'd your Letter the Day before, and you that 
Evening. The next Day the Taylor was with 
me before I was up ; the Letter he was charged 
with, requefted me to allow him to take my 
Meafure, and to order him to bring the Clo&ths 
to Celadon's Lodgings as foon as they were made^ 
whither I was alfo direfted to go, with an Affu- 
ranee that I Ihpuld hear News would pleaf? me* 
I went accordingly, when Celaden^s Servant told 
me, that his Mafter attended me four Miles from 
Town, and that I muft fet out immediately. I 
fent him to my Lodgings for Linnen and mry 
Boots, then mounting his Matter's Horfes, we 
reach'd the Inn, where he was, in an Hour. At 
our coming into the. Yard, we found a Chaife 
and Six, into which I got,, at the Requeft of my 
Rival, and away we drove without fo much as 
drinking a Glafs of Wine. 

It 
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^ It was the Suffolk Road, and Celadon told me 
that I was to lie that Night at his Houfe, which 
added to my Surprize, becaufe till then, I knew 
not he had one ; but he did not leave me long in 
the dark. I have, faid he^ taken a great deal 
of Pains to malce both you and myfelf happy, 
and have fucceeded in my Wifh* 1 married ar 
Week ago Lady '5(?/>^/^, and have irv her Right, 
three Thoufand Pounds a Y:ear, befidea Title to 
her .Mother's Jointure. It w^neceffary for me 
to praftife as I did upon Emelia s Family, other- * 
wife! could never have broughLmy own Af&irt 
Jo bear; my Mother-in-Law being my impla- 
cable Enemy, tho* I hope (he will not continue 
fo. I bought all EmeUa\ Wedding Cloaths, andl 
fuffer'd her Father to be at a good deal of Ex- 
pence, that a Marriage;. might be aWblutely ne- 
ceflary. I then prevaile4.^ipon my Uncle to go 
and acquaint the Family, that I had married a 
Lady to whom I had been under Engagements 
for fome Years, and th^t I. conceived they could 
not take this very much amifs, finee their Daugh- 
ter was under the like Engagements, which it 
would now be their Intcreft to fulfil. The Re- 
ception my Uncle met with was fo bad a one, 
and the Fury of the old Lady was (b great, that 
I was in fome Fear my Plot would mifcarry. 
Three Days pad without hearing a Word; on the 
^ fourth came ypur. Uncle, whom till then I had 
never feen, though he is my Wife's near Neighr 
bpun He acquainted me that EmeUa"^ Father 
had been at his Hpufe; that he told him frankly 
the whole Story ; and that when they had com- 
pared Things together, he defu-ed your Marriage 
might be celebrated the Day after Tchmorrow, 
being the very Day fix'd for mine. Your Uncle, 

after 
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after dining with me, yi^i^t b^k td their' Houffey 
and I fet our for the Inn where you foiind'^ me, 
and where! had waited for you a whdle Day, 
' That Ni^t I fey at Cdadoffi' Hbtife, andf 
l!he next Morning Went irihfe Coach with Him^ 
his Lady, and her Aunt;, to EmeSa\ where w<? 
were very well received by the old Man, but her 
Mother looVd a little coldly upon Cdadan^ wh6 
railly'd her firft into a very bad, and then into rf 
mighty good Hut#ur. Pbaon and Eliza were at 
our Weddings and my Uncle, to make Cdadaii 
fome Amends for the ri(}h Gloaths fent down to 
EmeUay has given him eight Bay Coach^Horfesf 
of his own Breedings One Thing I muft not 
fbrget, that my Mother-in Law,- who was fo 
tender of her Daughter's Fortune, never thought 
of a -Settlement tiH after we were married; nof 
had fhe thought of it fofoon, if my Uncle had not 
declared that he had fettled his whole Eilate upon 
me, except a Rent ChM*ge of two hundred Pounds 
a Year, which he referved for Life^ and a Power 
of difpofingof twot houfand Pounds by Will. Such, 
my Friend, iis the Conclufion of an Affair, in 
which out of a mere Benevolence of Temper you 
took fo much Concern. If BUfinefs will permit, 
let us have your Company here for a Fortnight, 
and then you will have LeUurc enough to a(k 
PbaoHj and myfelf, the Queftions you formerly 
proposed. CeladofCs new Chariot will attend you 
at your Iixxlgings, drawn by fix Bays, whenever 
you (hall appoint % but firft the Taylor muft; 
iKrait upon you, and it is &rther expected, that 
the Favour formerly fent you Ihould ajjpear in 
your Hat; make what hafte you can to join us, 
thought at prefent our Company feem all fo wclf 
plca&4 ^t I do not fee any great Sign of 

moving. 
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tnoving : when we do, it will be to Celadan^s 
Houfe, where fome Alterations are making, and 
where it is agreed we fliall pafs the Remainder of 
the Summer together. Ther.e is alfo a Coqfm 
of Lady Sophia^ expedled there, a young Lad/ 
bf Nin^een, very agreeable, and wjio has a good 
Portune ; fuppofe. Celadon^ you ihould make an 
Experiment of thehardnefs of your Heart againft 
all thefe Charms. If you Ihould be vanquifhed, ic 
will be among your Friends, who will not deny 
their Affiftance. A fmgle Life has Freedom, I 
grant you, but not much of real Felicity. More 
of this however, on a proper Occafion, when you 
have feen the Harmony in which we live, and 
have converfed a while with the^amiable Clarinda^ 
All here prefent their Rcfpcft^ to you, and their 
joint Requeft that you would make hafte. I add 
no more, but that I am 

Tourjincere Friend^ 

As well as your moft obliged y 

And obedient Servant J 

FI.ORIMOND. 
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LETTER L 
PHAON to FLORIMOND. 

Worthy Friend ! 

; T is not eafy to exprefs the Satis- 
faftion I feel in fitting down to 
write this Epiftle#» When I w^s 
laft at your Houfe, you feem'd to 
regret not having fpent fome Years 
of your Youth in Travel, and were at the fame 
Time pleased to (how no fmall Delight in hearing 
the imperfeft Accounts I was able to give you 
of fome Parts of Italy. At that Time indeed I 
did not recoiled that it was in my Power to 
aflford you greater Satisfa<aion than I cjid; 

but 
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but coming home, and running over in my Mind 
our Converfation on this Subjefl:, it ftrpck into 
my Head, that there were in my Cabinet fome 
Letters would inform and divert you more than, 
with all the Pains I could take, it would be in my 
Power to do. I immediately look'd for, and 
happily found them, fo that they will be delivered 
to you by my Servant, at the fame Time he gives 
you this. I muft, however, draw up a fhort Ac- 
count of the two Gentlemen by whom they w^re 
written, and who were both my particular Friends, 
and then you will be able to read their Remarks 
with Pleafure. 

Hilario was the Son of an eminent Italian 
Merchant, and received in his Youth an Edu- 
cation fuitable to theFortunc whichhis Father was 
at that time able to leave him, fpent three Years 
^ a Gentleman Commoner at Oxford^ and was 
then fuddenly call'd Home on his Father's mar* 
rying his fecond Wife, and taking thereupon a 
Refolution to fend him to Leghorn. The young 
Man relifh'd this Change better than could have 
been expeded. He went thither in 1 701, and in 
1722, when I knew him, he was worth Thirty 
Thoufand Pounds, and as fine as Gentleman as 
Europe could boaft. He had by Nature very 
quick Parts, which having improved by Study 
and Travel, you may eafily imagine his Beha- 
viour was very polite, andhis Cpmpany extremely 
agreeable. The only Misfortune he had, was a 
wrong Turn in i:*oliticks, of which he was very 
tenacious. Some, who were as great Bigots the 
Other Way, infinuated that he was popiftily 
affefted ; but that was failfe \ he had indeed a 
fuperftitibus Reverence for Kings, but had as 
little Idea as any Man of praying to Saints. 

G a Philintus 
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Philintus was the only Son of his Mother, 
bred at a private- Academy, and fent in his Youth 
to Stockholm-^ from thence he had occafionally, as 
Bufinefs call'd him, pafs'd to Archangel^ Mofcow^ 
AJtracatij and all the chief Places in the Ruffian 
Empire. He return'd to London about the Time 
the Czar was here, and going the next Year to 
Oxford^ in order to fee the Uixiverfity, he carried 
by Chance aLetterof Recommendation to Hilario. 
The kind Reception he met with'i and the many 
Civilities paid him in that Retreat of the Mufes, 
laid the Foundation of a Friendfhip which fub- 
fifted between thefe Gentlemen as long as they 
liv'd, and this notwithftanding they were of op- 
pofite Parties •, for if Hilario Was a warm Torjy 
Philintus was ftill a more violent Whig. 

You will fee by the Dates of their Letters when 
the Correfpondence between them commenced ; 
but it may not be amifs to inform you, how they 
came into my Hands. Hilario was my Father^s 
Friend, and when I went to Leghorn^ it was 
from him chiefly I expcfted any Affiftance. It 
would be a poor Teftimony of his Worth, to 
fay, he anfwer'd my Expectations, becaufe in 
Truth he 'Went beyond my Hopes, fince he was 
as tender of me as a Parent, and efpous'd my 
Caufe as eagerly as a Counfel who is to marry 
his Client's Daughter. To him I owe all the 
Succefs 1 have met with, and fhould have met it 
fooner if he had not died fuddenly, when I needed, 
his Advice and Affiftance moft. A little after I 
came to Leghorn^ I made a Trip to Florence^ and 
at my Return, expreffing a Defire to be acfquainted 
with the prefent State of Ilafyy he was fo kind 
as to lend me a thin folio Book of Letters, from 
which, with his Leave, I tranfcrjb'd thofe I fend 

you. 
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Jrou, and have often repented that I did not tran- 
bribe the reft. By this Time, I dare fay, you are 
defirous of running them over; I will not there-. 
fore detain you any longer than to tell you, that 
the Zeal will never diminiih with which I have 
the Honour ?o be your Frieijfd and Servant, 

PHAON. 



LETTER II. 
PHILINtUS/^^HILARIO, 

IT is now, my deareft Friend, near five Months 
fince I received an Epiftle from you by Cap- 
tain Mori/on ; you fcem'd then to be much in 
Love with Italy ^ and I remember Mr. Jfcham tells 
us, inhisSchoolma/ierj that it is a bewitching Place, 
efpecially to Englijhmen. I will not repeat the 
reft, becaufe I hgve heard you more than once 
mention the Paflag^. Do not b^coni^ an Inftance 
of the Tf uth of it, by forgetting your Friends at 
London -, it is true, we northern Clowns may have 
lefs fp^Gulative Knowledge, and even fall fhort, in 
political Penetration, of your Italian Virtuofi j but 
thpn let me tfeU you, that German Sincerity is a 
fpli^ Virtue, and will weigh down a great ipar^y 
polite Accomplifhtnents, in the Opinion qf Ibch a 
Philpfppher as I pnce knew Bilario to be. 

Iqgeiiupufly I am 4 little jealous, becaufe fomq 
Friends, pf mine have had {setters from Leghorn 
fwice fmce I received yourj ; and ihiiU Men be; 



86 The RATiOKAt Amusement^' 

more exaft in mercantik Correfpondence than in 
the Difcharge of the Offices of Friendlhip ? I 
hope not. I have been bred a Merehtint from the 
fame. Age that you were bred a Scholar, and yet 
I have fuch a Contempt of this mercenary Spirit, 
that I receive a. Letter from a Friend like you, 
with more PleaRire than my Faftor's Advice of 
the fiife Arrival of ^l Ship when the Infurance is 
forty per Cent, Of one Thing I am confident, 
wiiich is, that I have let flip no Opportunity of pla- 

fuing you, nor will J, tilL you have the. good 
lature to pleafe me by writing an Anfwer. 
News I can write you none, becaufe when the 
Parliament is not fitting, you muft know it better 
than I. The War goes on glorioufly, the com- 
mon Enemy is hard preflfed on every Side, and 
here even here. People feem to be tolerably fatis- 
fied, and Libels arc lefs frequent than ever ; bu| 
thefe Matters apart. Let me have a fhort De- 
fcription of Leghorn^ a concife Account of its an^ 
\tient and prefent State, a View of its Trade, and 
all the other Particulars you were wont to expert 
from me whenever I mentioned any great City I 
had been in. 'Tis now upwards or a Year fincc 
you left England 'y in that Space I have had two 
Letters •, the firft was a plain old faflioin- d Englijh 
Letter, the very Stile you ufed to write me from 
-Oyiford\ but the fecond favoured a little methdCight 
of the Country you are in^ at leaft it had more 
Compliment and lefs Matter than any Epiftle of 
yours I had fcen till then. I muft own that 
your Father out did mine, and I could not help 
fmiling, wheri he fhow'd me fuch a Mixture of 
refpeftful Language, and Sentiments of quite ano- 
ther Caft. I ought to tremble at writing this tp 
an Italian^ but I flatter m/felf thafyou ftill con- 
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fider me as your Friend, and then I'm fure you 
will take nothing ill that I fay .You fee what Im- 
pr€flk>ns I begin to take, efface them by a good 
long Letter full of curious Fafts, and judicious 
Obfervations, fuch as you^Accountof your Jour- 
ney to Glaftenburyy and the pretty Hiftory of Ro- 
famond^ which I can afUireyou has been read^d 
admired by the greateft Poet we have now in 
England. In Return for fuch an Epiftle, I fliall 
readily execute any Con)mands you will lay upon 
me, and there was a Time when fuch a Promife, 
would have had its Weight. I commit this to' 
the Care of a Friend, who affures me he will de- 
liver it with his own Hand^ he can alfo recom- 
mend you toaCorrefpondentof L. Pe(erhrough% 
who will fend me an Anfwer, that is, if you ar/e 
in the Humour to write one, by a more fafe an4 
fpeedy Method than ufual : fp that I fhall quickly 
have it in my Power to know whether, for the 
future, I am tp efteerp myfelf, wh^t hitherto I 
have alw^y been, 

Tour hearty Friends 

and very humble Seruanty 
, Pfb. 1 700, 

PffW/NTUS. 



Q 4 I.ET- 



88 The Rational Amusement. 



LETTER III. 
H I L A R I O /^ P H I L I N T U S. 

I HAVE received, dear Philintus, that kind 
expoftulatory Letter you was pleafed to write 
•nie; by this Time you have three of 'mine, 
which have no other Bufinefs than to tell ybu 
where I was, and to enquire how you did. I 
returned Yefterday from Naples^ and would not 
negleft writing To-day, becaufe your kind 
^Friend has fecur'd a Place in my Lord's Packet : 
at prefent therefore you cannot expeft I fhould 
give you any Account of Leghorn^ ^hen I tell 
ybu, that before I had been there three Months, 
I was obliged to go to Naples ; there indeed I 
made fome Obfervations, which I fhall tranfmit 
you in my next, but for the prefent give me 
Leave to entertain you as lightly and faniiliarly as 
if we were together. 

I cannot conceive how you, who have travelled 
fo much yourfclfi fhould be ftill fo much the 
Englijh Man, as to imagine that a Man's Honefty 
Ihould fuffcr by his removing out of the Latitude 
of London or of Oxford. When I wrote to yoii 
laft I was ill of a Fever, and had but juft Senfe 
leno'ugh to convey a few plain^Thoughts in plain 
Words : that I conce^l'd my Diftemper was the 
EfFeA of the Senfe I have of your Friend (hip, 
which I know would have made you very uncafy 
till you heard of my Recovery, a Thing at that 
Time not over certain. My Epiftle to my Fa- 
ther poight very polfibly carry in it fomc lyiarks 



I 
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of my Diftemper, the rather, l>ecaufc without 
Queftion, it had its Source in the Troubles he 
thought fit to heap upon me. I never did, I 
nev^er fhall, take upon jne to queftion the iRedi- 
tude of his Aftions; but certainly, without any 
Breach of Duty, I might infift^ that fuch as he 
cxpeded from me were irreconcileable to the 
Principles which he had taught me, efpecially 
eonfidering, that tny Aft, incafel complied, was 
not only to prejudice myfelf, but my Brother and 
jrjy Sifter. So that after at^, Philintus^ there was 
not the leaft pf the Italian^ tho* there might, for 
ought I know, be fomething of the bold Briton^ 
who does not think that any Man has a Right to 
invade his Property, even tho* he fliould happen 
to be called Father or JKing. Henceforward let 1 
us hear no more of this : I have explained myfelf 
once for%ll ; perhaps I may be miftaken as to my 
Father's Condudt, and it is a Misfortune for me 
to differ witK him if I am not, the Senfe of which 
grieves me much more than the worft Confequen- 
ce!^ it can poflibly have, ever will. He is appre- 
henfive that I bear I know not what ill Will to 
the Lady he has given me for a Mother-in-law ; 
whereas I muft own to you, that I. believe I am 
the fingle Man in the World who approve his 
Choice ; , he married her for the Sake of her 
good QuaKties> and fought no other Fortune than 
jche Riches of her Mind ; for this I applaud him, 
and I affure you, that from a Convidion of the 
fame fort, I am inclined to love her as tenderly 
^s I did my Mother ; the fending me hither 
therefore was neediefs, yet I am well pleafed with 
being here^ and rdiflj Bufinefs fo well, that I bc- 
\\tyt I Ihall never incline to quit it. 

. Your 
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Your German Sincei^ity pleafes me not a little : 
I perceive, that accprding to your Syftem, if a 
Man travels North he comes Horpe the better 
for it; but if South, his Honefty is fure to fufFer. 
Strange! thatClimates fhouldhave this Effed, and 
that Italyy which was once the Land of Heroes, 
while fome other Countries were Lands of Barba- 
rifm, fhould now in its Turn become fo corrupt, 
as to afFed the Morals of a Stranger who only 
pafles through it. Tell me, by the Way, what 
you think pf the Virtu^ of one of your Northern 
Folks, which I can aflure you made no fmall 
Noife here. A little while ago, a Pojijh Monk 
was travelling to Rome \ he was far from being 
well eq'uip'd, and yet he had the Misfortune to 
fall into th? Hand3 of Thieves. This happened not 
far from Viterho 5 the Banditti were both well 
mounted, and well ^rm'd, and not bein|^ fatisfied 
with what they found in the Polanderh Purfe, 
they compelled him to confefs, by clapping a PL- 
ftol to his Forehead, that he had few'd a Piece 
or two of Gold in the Foot of his Stocking; 
upon this they obliged him to fit down, and they 
both difmounting, began to draw off each a Stock- 
ing; the Polander^ a lufty young Fellow of two 
and twenty, could not refift the Temptation of 
knocking their Heads together, which he did 
.with fuchgood Will, that the Fellows were quite 
ftunn'd, which engag'd him to continue his Exer- 
cife till he broke both their Necks; ^e then 
ftript them, laid their Cloaths neatly trufled up 
upon one Horfe, and mounting the other, rode 
on quietly to Rome. When he arrived there he 
went to the Convent de la Minerva^ where he 
told the General of his Order, how he came by 
this Equipage ; the Story quickly came to the 

Ear* 
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Ears of the Pope, Innocent XI. He would needs 
have the Tale from the Polander's own Mouth, 
who at an Audience for that Purpofe, told it with 
great Alacrity in Poli^ Latin^ exprefling the Bu^ 
finefs of knocking them on the Head thus, * Ar- 
reptis amborum cafitibus^ dulciter dulciterque unum 
contra aliudimpult^ f^ftc cmfrnHis cervicihus^ mortui 
funt. His Holinefs, tho* a very ^ grave Man, 
could not avoid Aniling, and repeating two or 
three Times the Polander^s Phrafe f Adciter dul- 
citerque-, however he abfolv*d the Monk, and be- 
ftow*d upon him all the Booty he had taken. 

The Pleafure I receive froni the Obfervations 
I make here^ fills me with Regret for not making 
the beft Ufe^ of your agreeable Converfation. It 
would then have been in my Power to have grati- 
fied the Curiofity of the intelligent Italians j as to 
the StatAf the Northern Countries of wbich they 
have no aiftinft Ideas. You m^y yej: remedy this 
Incopveniency, by looking over thofe correft; 
Journals which I have feen of your Travels, and 
giving me a concife Account of the Condition in 
which you found the Countries through which 
you travelled. I (hall by no means expeft a regular 
Detail of your Motions, but fuch a Defcription of 
Places as may enable me to judge of the Advan- 
tages and Difadvantages of refiding in them. I 
jdo not fay this fo much with a View of regula- 
ing your Epiftles, as of excufing my own ; my 
Education and Difpofition concur to make thefe 
jcind of Enquiries agreeable to me 5 and I own, 

that 



* Laying hold of both their Heads I fweetly fweetly kuock^d 
phem together ; fo their Necks being broke , they died. 
+ S'weetly fweet/y. 
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that I am much better pjcafcd when I . contem- 
plate the State of an Italian Republick, than 
when I am viewing thofe Statues, or thofe Paint- 
ings which our Modern Travellers value fo 
much. When I fee the Attention and the Rap- 
ture with which thefe Things are beheld, I can- 
not help admiring the good Senfe of Virgil^ who 
fo long ago forefaw the Confequences of too vio- 
lent a Paffion for the fine Arts, and advifed the 
Rdtnans to \t2iwt the Care of excelling in them 
to other Nations, and to make the Science of 
ruling Mankind their peculiar Study, The Ner 
gleft of this Maxim contributed moft of any 
Thing to the Ruin of that famous Empire ; nor 
muft we expedto fee the Revival of the Itdlian Glo- 
ry till we find publick Spirit preferred to a fine 
Tafte. Your Friend is come tor my Letter, and 
I can only fey, that I am without any ItJ^n An; 

Tourjincere Friend and Servant^ 

H I L A R I 0, 

Leghorn^ Aug. 1709. 



LETTER IV. 

PHILINTUS /^ HILARIQ, 

AL L your Letters are now come to Hand, 
in Confequence of which, I retrad all 
my Charges, and acknowledge you for my very 
good Friend and Countryman. The Clofe ^f 

your 



\ 
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your laft particularly pleafes mc, and I wifli all the 
young Gentlemen of our Country were of your 
Mind. Nations have their Genii, as well as par- 
ticular Ferfons *, and as a Man feldom thrives in 
aProfeflion to which he has no Liking, fo a whole 
People may be ruin'd by running into a Mode of 
Living oppofite to that for which Nature has de- 
lign'd them; For this Reafon, I am for leaving 
to France her Empire over Fafhion j to Spain^ 
her Zeal for Uniformity in Religion ; and to the 
Italians their Skill ih Painting and Sculpture, 
I fhouid be laugh'd ar, if I were to advance fuch 
Do^rine upon the Exchange •, but I proteft to you, 
I would rather fee a Brace of Jtjundred thoufand 
Pounds exported annually from hence to Italy^ for 
Statues and Piftures, than fee the Taftc of our 
People run generally that Way. Such Notions 
are well%iough for Noblemen j neither Ihould I 
be forry to fee them afFeft Merchants, fince the 
Defire of poffeffing Things is the mod efiedual 
Method, of fpurringMen to find Money to pay 
for them. This our native Commodities, or 
great Manufaftures, and'^above all our Fiflieries, 
will for ever enablensto do; and provided Englijh- 
men labour in the vigorous Pilrt of their Lives, I 
am for allowing them what Amufements they 
pteafe, when Induftry is no longer neceflary to 
them. ' Let us pay for Gewgaws, and live by 
ftaple Commodities ! 

But whither am I running ?^ You make a. fair 
Offer, and I accept it; let me know what it is you 
think moft remarkable in Italy^ and I, in Return, 
will give youthe bell Account I can of the North : 
By this means we (hall add to each other's Stock 
of Knowledge, which I take to be the moft noble 
Office of Friends. My Family had been for 

man^ 
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many Years concerned in a Trade to the North y 
my Grandfather refided in Rufiay in the Reign 
of King James I. and his Son ; and this put my 
Mother and other Relations upon fending me 
thither whe^ I was very young : and to my going 
thither fo early, I impute that warm AfFeftion I 
have for the Inhabitants of that CUmate; a, 
Fondnefs for the Objefts fecn in their Youth 
being natural to all Men. 

The firft foreign City Ivifited was that of< 
Amjierdam. I had a Relation there, T^ho was to 
take Care to fend me to Stockholm^ after I had 
remained a little while with him, and acquired 
fome Knowledge of the French and Dutch Lan- 
guages. I arrived there in OSlober 1687, and 
ftayed rfiere till the Beginning of the next Sum- 
mer. During fo many Months, I had Time 
enough to inform myfelf both by Qffervation 
and Enquiry, of the State of that famous Mart. 
I can fafely fay, that in thefe Refpefts I was 
not either idle or credulous; and my Uncle being 
very well pleafed with my Curiofity, enabled me 
to draw up fuch an Account as I hope will not 
prove difagreeable to you. 

The City of Amjierdam is feated in Amfteland^ 
which is a Part of South Holland. It i^ built at the 
Confluence of the Rivers Amjiel and Tt and in the 
Year 1204, there was nothing here but a 
little Country-Houfe, belonging to the Lords of 
Amftel. One of thefe Lords encouraged fome 
Filhermen to fettle in this Neighbood ; by De- 
grees their Number eilcreafed fo much, that with- 
in thirty Years it became a Borough, and had a 
Charter from the Earl of H&iland. In 1482, it 
was firft wall*d round •, at which Time, Bruges^ 
in Flanders^ was the City of the greatcft Trade 

in 
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in Europe ; but the Inhabitants growing proiid 
and infoknt, firft oppreffed Strangers, and then re- 
belling againft the Arch-duke Maximilian^ they 
became the Caufes of their own Ruin, and of the 
Rife of Antwerp^ and Arnfterdam : For thefe Ci- 
;ties having aflifted the Arch- duke to humble 
Bruges, he, in return, granted them the fame Pri- 
vileges that City enjoyed. Arnfterdam thence for- 
ward became noted for its Commerce, which cn- 
creafed gradually by a vaft Acotflion of Strangers, 
whoi, on account of Religion, retired put of Ger^ 
many, France, and England, who all found Shelter 
and Prote&ion here, and were allowed to 
worlhip Cjod in their own Way. In 1584^ 
the Duke of Parma gave the greateft Afliftance to 
the City of Arnfterdam by the ruining that*of Ant- 
werp. Ten Years afterwards^ the Eaft^-India Com- ' 
pany was^refted, the Succefs of which, join'd tt) 
other Advantages, carried the Commerce of this 
Place to fuch a Height, that in 1660, the Bounds 
of the jCity was extended, and new Wallis raifed, 
as if they had fecret Notice of the Defigns of Pro- 
vidence, which by the late Difperfion of.the French 
Proteftants, hath provided Inhabitants for thefe 
stdditional Spaces, which otherwife might not have 
been filTd up fo foon, by half a Century. 

All that has been faid howevier, does not imply, 
that this Place can enter at all into Comparifon 
with foine other Cities in Europe, as tt) Number 
of Inhabitants ; for Inftance, Londo7ty dt z. mode- 
raite Computation, contains 800, 000 Souls, where- 
as in Arnfterdam, there are not above 200,000 at 
moft. To fay the 7>uth, this is an amazing Num- 
, ber, confidering that it was fo few Years ago but 
to incpnfiderable Place ; the Wealth and Trade 
of the Inhabitants is ftill more amazing than their 

Multi- 
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Multitude ; and I think it very allowable to f^y# 
that the Spirit of Induftry is become the Guardian 
'Genius oi Atnfterdam. Thofe who do not content 
themfclves with Appearances but delight to fearch 
to the Bottom of Things, affigri three principal 
Caufes for the extenfive Commerce of this City. 

The firft is, the general Liberty given to Stran- 
gers, who, come from where they will^ buy 
and fell*, and tranfadt all Things without paying 
any higher Dutiesrfhan are impofed upon the Na- 
tives, and enjoy, in the greateft Freedom, the 
Exeifcife of their Religion* It is fuppofed, that 
the Number of Lutherans and Papifts, are pretty 
equal, and that there are not lefs than 15,000 of 
eacKv befides thefe, there are a Multitude of Ana- 
baptifts, and Pietifts, many Quakers, and two Na- 
tions of Jewsy I mean, the Portuguefe and the 
High Dutcby of both which there areb^^fome very 
rich. The fecond Source of their Comtnerce is, 
the Equity of their Laws, and the great Care ta- 
ken to prevent fraudulent Bankruptcies; fortho*, 
amongft fo many Traders, their will be Rogues 
here as well as in other Parts of the World, yet, 
through the Severity of Juftice> and the great 
Care of the Magiftrates, Men are obliged to pre- 
serve their Credit rather better than in mod: other 
Places. Laftly, The great plenty of Money in 
Amjierdam^ is a potent Caufe of its Increafe in 
Trade, fince otherwife this Money would be of 
Kttle Ufe. 

Thefe Points throughly confider'd, it will not 
appear sunazing what fome People affirm, that the 
Ships of Amfterdam are equal to the Number of 
its Houfes; for the containing thefe, there is a 
large and convenient Port capable of receiving 
Four thoufand Veflels, great and fmall. There is 

beAdes 
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^)efides a prodigious Quantity of fmall (MJit^ 
which are %bt neceflkry Attendants of much 
Shipping. Thefe, as they pafs up ahd down the 
Canals, into which alfo larger Veifels may enter, 
contribute to form one of the Inoft pleafant Spec* 
tacles in the World, and which would have fur- 
priz'd me exceedingly, if 1 had never fcen Depi* 
ford or fVoolwich^ where Trees, Hpufes, and 
Streamers ftrikc the Eye all at once, arid prcfent 
the Speftator with Gardens, Shippiiig, and 
Building, all in a mingled View. 

T^o fay any thing of the Government of .thid 
City, or of the United Provinces, would bcibefide 
my Purpofe, becaufe you may learn all that can 
be kn6Wn of them from a great Variety of Au* 
ihors. What 1 incline to acquaint you with; are 
Matters not fo eafily known, or (bconmionlyob* 
ferv*d, fuch as the Grounds of the Dutch Induftry* 
At fir ft, as I hinted before, it was the Effe£ls of 
Neceflity, but is now rather a Habit. The Art 
of getting Money is better underftood here than 
in moft other Places; it is in greater Credit, and 
Men have fewer Diverfions here than ellewhei-c, to 
draw off their Attention. This will appear lefs 
ftrange, when I tell you^that their Care of Trade 
employs their Thoughts fo much, that they don*t 
give themfelves much Trouble about many Things 
which would make other People very uneafy. 
They live in a CountYy where the Air is far from 
being wholefome, where all rural Profpefts are 
no more than continued Meadows, and where all 
the Neceffaries of Life aYe charged with^ heavy 
Taxeis. But, bufy in getting of Money, they 
have fcldom Occafion for Retreats •, and foSdEC^ 
iog large Eftates; they find no Difficulty in pur^ 
chafing what they want, though it fhould be 
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, filbecif^ Qfeawds wJi^b brings jn v# Ricfeep 
to thii Sgbjcfts pf tjb? States General, is the Corp- 
■terce of t&c iV<??r/^, w^iqh tfeey h^v^ in a mannier 
puaaopfJift'd, C^f lafe Y^^fSj however, the Jfgf/j/ijr 
feajttWgjLiBJQO interfef , ^nd to put ibe^r Northerji 
Tcaci&'on a auich feetter Fpot. In or^er fo make 
tk\s>fliai^dta yw, I muft pljterve, that whije th^ 
Btach were ^reat Gainers by this Traffic, w^ were 
coadii:|iaI Lofers, be.c^ufe they bought withCom- 
Jnoditips, and we, for ;he nipft JPart, with ready ' 
Money. Some ^ngUJk Merchants ijettled/ip f/i^/- 
iarii, were the %lt who form'd a Projeft of 
tttiiibii^ the No^i^heri^ Trade profitable tp th^ni- 
fcives, aad at the fanoe time beneficial ;o the 
Nation. My Family, ^I told you, ha^.fe^^ 
Caoncern in this Affair i and a Cpufin of mine, th(f 
Brother's Sod, ai' theGentleman with whom! liv'd 
in HaSandj carried on a very beneficial Trad^ at 
ito^bolm^ where it was jpri>pp^'d %q $|^ mie with 
him for fome Years. 

If thcStoriwof other Men coulfl have prcr 
jiidiced me^gaiaila Piaqe I had neyer ieen, with- 
mcDoubt Ihad gone viery unwillingly tp^/0^)ir/&^/|v, 
61* rather! had never go»e ibcrc at iiU, for I was 
afiiircd diat a Dutch winter would vf^^ii^ a pleafant 
JSkmSfk Summer; that th^ Country was poor, the 
F^ople proud ; and that, in fhort, a more uncom- 
£c^tibk i^lace could id^ be pi&ure^ by the 
noft^gloomy Imagination. All this, hpwever, did 
HOC in^fae kaft "Weaken my Refolution. I had often 
ibexi Sweiis h^xn En^l^nd md Holland^ and had 
ftni3uk«d that they were well-made handfomc 
Meif, 9pd as eafy ^ weU-bred P^ple as one could 
eenttvfe'With ; tome, therefore, it did' not leem 
Ifafpi^le CO believe that thofe they kft behind 
tilkcm woKea.woi]^ §ort c^FeopI^ ; b^ti^s I knew 
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many of my Friends w^e well pleas'd with thi 
Place, wluch was an Argument, that its FaulS 
did not ftrike every Body in the fanfte Manned. 
I determined thei^efore, to pay an-exaft Obedif ncc 
to my Uncle's Will ; and if there were any luch 
Har4ihips, to bear them as patiently as { could 5 
and in this Difpofition I embarkM, in May^ 
16^8. My Paper puts me in Mind of concluding; 
and leaves mt no more Room than to tell you, 
I am, with Efteem and Affeftion, your Friend 
and Servant, 

PHILINTUS. 



"L E T TE R V. 

HI LA RIO to PHILINTUS. 

i¥ Have an unexpe6bc(l Opportunity of writing 
:i to you by this Gentleman, who ischarg^d with 
fome.Affairs of his Serene Highnefs th^Duke of 
Savaffj and who aiTures me he (hall be inUndon 
in lefs than three Weeks. After I recovered oif 
JEDy Fe.vcr, the Phyfician who attended, me, ad- 
yiis'd my going to Naples for the Aijr j for you 
ism&. kmow t\\?iX Leghorn is a Place rather chofea 
fi^r the Sake of Wealth than Health, i conl^nt- 
jed the more readily, bccaufe I had the Ccwiveni- 
ency ofgoing with two Englijh Merchants whore? 
fide there, and an ///^/i^ii Gentleman, from whbm 
I bad received maay Civilities, and for whom I 
had a gr^at Efteem. Our. Journey was very 
H 2 pleafant. 



A 



too The Ration Ai^ Amusement. 

plcafant, atid there happened in it nothing re- 
markable, except fonie Converfations with the 
Italian. The Subftance of which may, if you 
judge of them as I did, be v»orth your Notice. 

He is a Perfon of about thirty-five Years of 
Age, born a Subjeft to the Duke of Parmd^ has 
feen feveral Parts 6i Europe^ underllands moft of 
its Languages, and is in fhorta veryaccomphfh'd, 
and as tar as lean difcern, a very fincere, mode- 
rat^, and worthy Man. As he was perfedly well 
acquainted with the prefent State oi Italy ^ and very 
ready in anfwering any Queftions I afk'd him, I 
look'd upon myfelf as very happy in his Acquaint- 
ance, efpecially lince it gave me an Infight into 
the Temper and Genius of the Italians^ much fu- 
perior to whiat I could have gain'd by many 
Years ftay in their Country, 

His Father had been private Secretary to Popd^ 
Innocent XI. and had raised a very confidera- 
ble Fortune in his Service. The Knowledge of 
this, led me to afk him abundance of Queftions as 
to that celebrated Pontiff, fo well known to us by 
the Name of the Protejiant Pope. Amongft 
mher Particulars I learned from him, in relation 
to this Head of the Roman Church, I think I may 
fafely reckon the two which follow worthy, of 
being preferved. The firft regarding, the Manner 
of his coming into the Church. The fecond, his 
coming to be at the Head pf it. They pleaf- 
ed me, which is all the Reajfon I have to exped: 
they ihould pleafe you ; if it ihould prove other- 
wife^ commend my Diligence ; for, as a Man, 
you know I am not anfwerable for my Succefs. 

He came to Rom^i under the plain Title of Be- 

nidiSOdefihalcbiy of ^ good Family indeed, but in 

Point of Preferment, only dependent on a certain 

) old 
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old Cardinal, who was the Patron and Protcftor 
of his Family. His Eminence received the young 
Abbe with all imaginable marks of Efteem and 
Afieftion, affigned him. a handfome Apartipent 
in his Palace, and promised him all the AlTiflance 
that was in his Power to give him. The Abbe 
Odefchalchi^ on the other Hand, prefented his 
Eminence with Letters of Recommendation from 
his Parents ; and upon his enquiring if he had no 
other Letters, fliew'd him without Scruple, all 
that were addrefs'd to the great People at Court. 
The Cardinal ftill repeating his Queftion, Have 
you no more L^etters ? Odefchalchi emptied his 
Pockets and his Letter-Cafes, telling him at laftv 
/ have only thefe two Papers^ the one u Letter of 
Credit my Father gave meforjixty Thoufand Crowns^ 
in cafe Money Jhould be at any Time wanting^ and 
'ahother of forty Thoufand^ which was my Mother^ $ 
Prefent. My Son ! nrf Son ! faid the good old Car- 
dinal, Thefe are your only Recommendations^ and by 
the help of theft youfhall enter into the Prelaturc, 
become Clerk of his Holinefs's Chamber^ Cardinal, 
andi all in good Time y Pope. All of which fell put 
cxadtly as his Eminency predided. . He arrived 
at the Triple Ccown in Sept ember ^ 167$, and he 
exchanged it, ?iSiYitCatholicksit\\% us, fpr a better, 
in Auguji^ 1689, when he had reign'd alKpoft 
thirteen Yearfe, and liv'd feventy-cight. 

The other ^tory was occafioned oy foniiplilil^ 
courfe about the Intrigues in Papal Eleiftibnsj our 
Countrymen fpoke a little more freely than I think 
they ought to have done of the prevailing Power 
of Intereft, where the People arc perfuaded, that 
all Influence is excluded fave that of the Holy 
Spirit. I cannot tell, faid the Italian to me, whea 
Wjp were alone, on what Fads thefe Gentlemen 
H 3 grujrtid 
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grotrnd tlidir Opinions : I will you a Stof^r of 
iprhat |jappen*d in the Conclave, when Fope hko^ 
ant was dc(6fed, and I will leave the Application 
to yourfelf. I know that in England youm'dikt ^ 
Jeft of thefe Things ; but as it is certain that we 
are often miftaken in your Affairs, I tWnk yoil 
cu^ht not to take it amifs if we fufped yoti fome- 
times place the Laugh- wrong in regard to ours. 
- The'Condaye h^d lafted a good while, at wnich 
the Gdrdinals were not a little uneafy ; one of the 
ddeft, who n>anagM the Affairs of acercainCrown, 
and ^ho flatter^ hiimfelf, that the Perfon whofe 
Iiltefeft he cfpoufed would be declared at the next 
Scrutiny, was fo fullof his Succefs, thathe could 
iiiOt avoid fpeaking to one of the Porters?, when 
he came to his Cell,' on a certain neceffary CJcca- 
lion. There are about twenty of theft;, whb per- 
ibrm the moft fervile Offices for all the Cardinals 
in general, and are Servants to the Cohclavefj 
Weay^achafcarlet Gown, reaching to the middle 
of his Leg, Be of good Cbear^ Friendi faid the 
Cardinal to one of them, ^y^^ will be at Home with 
foitr FaMih by this "Time^o-iHomm. I £d not 
Veekon^ faid the Poor Man, to go Borne fo foon^ nei- 
ther do I think IJhull. No J faid the Cardiria^j who 
made not the Icaft Queftiein of carrying his Point, 
if thou haft any Money 1 will l^ thee a Pf^ager 
that thoudinft dt Home To-morrow Noon. And if 
iUkft lay with your EfninentyyTtply^d the Porter, 
J would venture a hundred CrownSi which is all 
that 1 am worthy that I do not go Home either at 
Nooti or at Night. This vex'd the Cardinal, who 
fancied he had heard fomething in another Cell ; 
W^k Ffiend^ faid he, If you have a Mind to h 
ruittd, I will lay you the IVager. And /, returned 
the Pe^ tw-, 'tm ready to run the Haztxrdi if yottr 

Eminencf 
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M^inenty 'Ji ftiofe. There wis it 3chifitiy tlir 
Itext Day, but no EleJkicm r this brought ffife- 
Cardirial to his WitVEnd : he rcdooWc^ Ml fiJ4 
Contrivances, bat after five or fixB^ys St^tiggjl? 
began to dcfpair, anci fancied, the Elcftiort witf 
farther off than ever. • ^ c 

While he was^ in this Diipofmoni ;tHi P<^p6^ 
entered his Cell one Evening, and faiiivferj^A^^ 
liarly: Be of good Cheau m^ L&ri, jii Jhdlt'mi 
in your Palace To-Highi^ vr 4ifartbt0Mf 'tb0if^ 
morrow. Hoti)^ cry'd the Cardinal, %Hlyou^* 
tureyouf twa hundred Crowns in/uptd^itfJhniFj^^ 
fertion? tVith all my jy^^^r/, rcjjlfd'tht JPbrti^ 
yot& Emirtencfs Money will jufi fer^e for mj JDangh'^ 
ter^s Portion. If fq^ reply'd the Cardihid^ / a0t 
much afraid Jhe wiH continue a long wkHe^gk. 2 
bofenoty myLord^ faid thePcllbWJbowinSrW^ 
two Hours aft^r there was a great Nbifc^ t!RffXJat^* 
dinai ftebpittg out to tearrir what was the Mi'tfifi^ 
heard, vmHSurpVitt, ode pJF theyour%i3^i'liifiab 
crying out, We bik;^ a P^el tve btiik I PMf 
He folloVd the reft to the Chapel, and Bt^; <*i9f < 
Chagrin, a Pope reall^ chofen withbut'hiit*ar4 
ticipatiOrt, and all his fihe-ipun IntrigujiM bfbu^i 
to hothihg. 

They miittfid the Conclave thait Evcriifl^ j tWd 
pr thre6 jpaj^s after the Cardinal feht fot tfit P8f- 
ter, andp4ld hio) hjj^thi^ hundred Oowhfejttfl-^ 
ling hipi, he would add another Huhdred^ if Re 
#ould peli him fairiy whence he had his* Intelli-- 
genGe. Y<^ur Eminpncy muft Hnderjland, fard iJcj 
tbat I hiB^e ferved in mdf^ Qondems^ p^d! nij^ 
yet wHs oUt in my Judgmtnt \ tX)kenyour En^ei^^ 
/poke to pejlrji, f bad pbfernfd mb^f^gmtaorAl 
narydfMni^tbeCarSnUh^ and tber$fo^e^concJudei 
tbat yiufVpifdpn was ndt rkbt^ and ibut iB^eiitAf 
H 4 QhQfk 
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Gl^&badnotaf ytt defcended. But crojfivg the Gah 
liry th0 Day of the EleSion^ a Cardinal made^ m a 
profound Bow, and ffiid^ I am your Eminenty's 
nuifi obedient bumbU Servant. I thence concluded^ 
that be was under a Divine Influence^ which re- 
firain^dhis natural Faculties i and coming two Hours 
after to your Cel^y I laid the fecond fVager^ from a 
Perffiafion that the next Scrutiny would give a Head 
to the Church, t pretend pot to fay, continuM tkc 
JidUan^ ibax all the wife Rules which have been 
eftabli&icdto fhut out Intrigues from a Conclave, 
^ftuailyanfwer their End ; but I am thoroughly 
perfuaded, that God overrules all the cunning 
Contrivances of carnal Politicians, and conduAs, 
even without tHeir own Knowledge, the Choice 
of hi3 Vicgr. In any Other, Cafe, a Prptepianc 
would not deny this Dodtrine-, but I know yoM 
will ms^ke a. Difficulty of .Admitting it here.^ i 
bow*d and^adc.him no Anfwcr, being, extretiie- 
jy well pleafed with his. Story, how little Credi? 
foever I gave to his Dodrine. When we cgnie 
p:^ Naples he would willingly have lodged me in 
bis Brother's Houfe^ l^t Being already engaged, 
I could not aqcept his Ir^vitation. I had the 
Pleafure of feeing him however at leaft once 4 
Pay, which, ampngft other Advantages, procured 
in^tKis of being introduced into the bf ft Comr 
pany in Naples^ on whfch> I profnife ypu? ^ ^^^ ^ 
very great Value. ' / 

. From what W . had heard of Naplfs while at 
Leghorn^ 1 had conceived very high Notions of its 
Beauty.and Magnificence,,^nd I muft cppfpft, \hz,% 
J lit?le expede^d to find them fall far fliprt of 
what I afterwards iaw^ yet I can by np jnisans 
charge; ,any^i;hing on,thofe Gentlemen from whom 
I Ijfpci^^'d.ij^ JnJforn^tioqi, Tince, after a 'Stay 
^ ""*':,' ''^ 'there 
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there of more than fix Weeks, and a thorough 
Obiervation of what was moft remarkable and 
worthy NoticCj 1 found myfelf incapable of comp 
mitting to writing, any Thing at all conforma- 
ble to -the Senfe J had of the Beauties of HapUs. 
This V take to be owing to the falubrious Aif, 
and JO the charming Proi^cfts round it, ofwhidi 
no Man can atvoid feeling the Pleafurc, which 
yet no Pen can defcribe. You will think this 
an odd Introdudtion to my Remarks on thb 
City •, but, as I am waiting to a Friend, and not 
to the World, rty Bufinefs is rather Truth than 
Elegance \ what I have thrown together on this 
Subjeft you will receive in my next, iince I have 
already e'kceeded theBoundsof an ordinary Letter. 

I fliould be glad if, in the Courfc of your Tra- 
vels,* you gained any diftinft Information concern- 
ing the Dutch Eaft- India Company, its Eftablifli- 
mtot and Manner in which it is governed, you 
would communicate your Difcoveries thereon; 
becaufe it is a Subje<5l in which I am by no means 
dear, and concerning which, 1 would not chufe 
to make any Enquiries here. My next Letter 
will come by your Friend Captain M— , who will 
alfo deliver you a Box of Curiofities, coUefked 
chiefly in my Journeys •, they are a good deal in 
the Italian Tafte; for to tell you the Truth, I am 
become a great Virtuofo. Learning has its Modes 
as well as Cloaths, and in both we naturaUy fall 
into thofe of the Country where we refide, efpeci- 
^lly if the Inhabitants are -in our Favour ; but be 
^ffur^d, that whatever Changes may be made by 
Climate in me, none (hall ever affed: the Efteem 
and Tendernefs with which I am, 

ToUr Friend and Servant y 

Oa. 1709. HI LA RIO. 

LET. 
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;PHlttNttJS ;<? HtLAkl^; 

QN my Arrival At Sfockkolfn^ I fqund the 
: Informations . 1 recciv'd in HpUand were far, 
. frorti being exaft. . My R?l^tion>i Affairs obiig^d 
him to go to ^mtzkkj on very ftiort Warning | 
ifi his Abfencel wa§ .^jo^r^eji in the Hovfe of 
Qt^Mx. Bruce^ by three Defcents ^ Swediy h\x%^ 
originally of 2.$C(9ts Faniily, one of thofe Ipff 
f in' that Country by the.Marqyis o( HamilfoHyy^hoi 
led no lefs than fix Thoufand to the Afliftahce of 
Guftavtts Aio^busj ^loft of whom periA'd in the 
Geman Wars, yet not y^ithoyt leaving a ni^nc- 
«U5 Pofterity behind them* This Mr. Bruce yrz%^ 
AT Faftor fdr feveral,D«/Ci^ and Scots Merchants,^ 
eafy id his Cirtumftances^ and who carried 911 a 
^eat deal of Bufinefs without any Hurry orOftien- 
«tion. 1 refided lohgenpugh in his Faipily tq 
get over all my Prejudices againft ^w^^^», amj 
t)@ karna Makim which I have found of greaj^ 
We, viz. That every prudeiit Perfqn is a Ci^zeq 
if the eWorld, and mbre ipclin'd to cpnfider an4 
compare the Cuftoms of different Nations, thaq 
CO admire or d^fpife them, there being an equal 
Kdrtion of Wildom and Fplly in almoft alf 
Wices. 

Stockholm is but a modern City ; three hundred 
Years ago it was a Vilkge pf Fifhermen 5 it (lands 
upbh fix Iflandi, united by Bridges, and it is faid, 
the firft'Houfes were built upon Piles s and tp 

account 
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£6cmlnt for fa odd d SituatloYi^ v(ttArt t6ld, feme 
Inhabitant^ of St^den threw H Sticft ilitb the S(^ 
afnd fefolved to build a City Wh^re it tt6pt. Thii 
I t^fcc to be a Fable biiilt tipoiii fon* Poeti<* 
Comparifon; if it be not, I am fuit k nfighC bi 
fo, and therefore I (hall trtiublc niyfelf no farthef 
>bouf it. The King*^ Palart fiandi in the Citi* 
del, befidcs which the?c is i taftfe «p ArfcftaT it 
Stoclhcbn^ which, tftke ffife fkd»* of Z.i?«fe»i 
makes a great Fi^re iri tht Eyes of th(Stf6 whofbd 
it daily, but is Jin rfeality a Pliefe &f rid grtal 
Strength. The Buildings; tlio* th8]^ are bettef 
than they have bcenj are generally l^altinjg, but 
ordinary, tho* thei'e arc (btne puWick Edifices and 
Hbufes of the ^rimc Kobilt^, Whfeh tiiight td be 
excepted. As to its Size ^nd Number of Ihfttibi- 
tants, I bklfeve it miy be. equii^^feftl id BHfti^ 
ahd I think verilVdoes hot (SxceSi it; there ai'ft 
fome Walks and \j!4ixJens about the Gity, whitfe 
to d Man inclhi'd'td fake Pkaftire in <*hat he fte^, 
appfear bleafant ininigh ; attdfdf myPift^ thfe 
JPrdfpeift of the white Rocks dvftr f&*e of thfe 
Houfes, Which to iftahy People aippi9r frightful artd' 
horrid, chaj'm^ rtie ai much as any ThifKg ^i^^ 
SlcMolm i for if ertficr Variety or Siirpri^e diight 
to fill us with 0cJ^t, then ccrtaihly fo mix'd k 
Sceficc as this iS muft, to an unprejudiced Spe6):i^ 
tor^ afford uncommon Pleafure. Variety is tKc 
peculiar Joy of Traveller^, but thcil they 6ught 
to confine their Expeftations within the Bounds 
j^refcrib*a;by Nature. To look for Gr6*i6i of Olives 
and Gardens of Oranges in Sweden^ or to iiiur- 
diur in Ifafy for want of a I^roft Scene, ii l^ad- 
jticfs atid Folly. N^tifre is eVcrf Wfcfre admira- 
ble in her Works, ind thcrefprt *ife Men every 
Where approve tfBcxh/ 

You 
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You know that the principal fdurce of Riches to 
Sweden arc its Mijics. Mr. Bruce carry *d me to fee 
}^toi Copfrhergbtf which is the greateft and moft 
valuable in this Kingdom ; it is fbpr Days Journey 
from Stockholm^ and the Smoak of the Furnaces 
of the adjacent Town may be feen at a very 
great Diftance. Thofe who have the Diredion 
of the Workmen thg-e are very civil to Strangers; 
feeing me very young, they would have per* 
fuaded me not to go down into the Mine; but 
after taking fo long a. Journey for that Pur- 
pofe, no Arguments were fufficient to diffuadc 
me: we began therefore our March, and a terri- 
ble one it waS) accompanied continually with 
Profpefts dreadful and fhocking to human Nature. 
To enter into a long Detail of it wou*d be trouble- 
some ; a fuccind): Account will inform you of as 
jiiach, and divert you more. We defcended in- 
to the Mouth of the Mine by feveral Flights of 
SutrSv not oy^r-eafy indeed, npr very troublefome ; 
.when we had proceeded a great Way, ' and as 1 
^ thought were near the Bottom, our Guides told 
lis, that BOW our Labours were to begin : they 
lighted each of them a Fir Candle, and fo pro- 
ceeded. .We travelled in this manner three or 
four.Miles, fometimes through hanging Gallerie$ 
of Stone, rough in fome Places, and flippery ijx 
others ; here, we defcended by Ladders of a prOf 
digious Length, which ftiook and quiver'd atev'ry 
Step we took •, there we croflcd the moft dread- 
ful Caverns over thin Planks, which danc'd as wc 
mov'd; all. this while we were furrounded with a 
thick SmoaK, almoft chocked with the Sfpefl of 
Sulphur, ami where ever the blue Flames open*^ 
any Prplpcfts, they confifliedonly in horrid Rpck^, 
cxpofed to the Stj-okes of the mifcrablc Miner$, 

whp 
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who were all of them naked as they were born, 
and as black % fo many Devils; add to ail this^ 
the Noifc of their Pick-axes, the rattling of 
Whcclbart"ows, and the roaring of Torrents, and 
you will have fome Notion'of the Hwror of our . 
Journey. But if the Dcfcent was difficult, the 
Return was ftill more fo ; and I will own to you; 
that nothing ever gave me greater Satisfafltion, 
then when I once breath'd the open Air again; 
The Country of Sweden appeared a Paradife, and 
I thought myfelf as happy as a Soul efcaped out 
of the infernal Regions Would think itfeif, on 
re- vifiting the Earth. 

In this Mine about fifteen hundred People are 
employed, who ^ annot one with another get above 
eight- pence a Day; and there is not a Week, 
nay fcarce a couple of Days that pafs over their 
Heads, but fome or other of them are crOfbcd to 
Death, either by falling themfclves, or by having 
fome of the Stones fall upon them; nor matters it 
much whether the. Stones be little or big, fince in 
either Cafe the Wound is mortal, occaiioned by 
the vaft Height from which they falL Befides 
feveral Metals, but efpecially Copper, they dig 
here Sulphur, Vitriol, Chryftal, and many other 
Things of Value, infomuch that the Profits of 
. this Mine are very confiderable; it is faid they 
were ft ill more fp in fornier Times, and of this 
they offer as a Proof, the covering moft of th^ 
publick Edifices in Siockbolm with Plates of Cbp- 
per. J . 

After our Return from hence I accompanied 
fome French Gentlemen loSalJherghyZ little Town, 
two Days Journey from 5/^^i^^/i», famous for its 
Silver Mine. It was pretty late when we came 
there, and therefore \ire did not go to t^e Mine 

tin 



till the n^t l^o^ng, I rRjiift do Xo much Jtffr 

tic^;tpthw?fe..^ate %, thuwit is, mthm 

£xccapi^% a^ple^^t a Tillage ;is ^ M^n woyld 

iyi0i to fi^j ?niJ its b)j|\ai)i^nR5 fe?m to be this 

flipft che^arlil)! inRoc^nt, ^rjd.©H>4 n«gr*4 P^QpJk 

jh?t can be- W^ wfipt pi^gfty e^rly, ftbput % Mik 

jijat of Townit;9J:he Silver Mine, »liieb h^ three 

Jgrge IylQut)is, hj each of wbi<;|i ^t .might .^e- 

fepnd, fc|y5 ip ;3ill by the faoije JVl^h^4 which is 

Jhis. Xl^flpish^siCaacfi^'dtoa C^k; in 

jbiis you fqt oRp Fopt, ^nd an JEngipej wrought 

jby W^tfjr, 4Ji4^ it $ipwn without any Troi)bk. 

A Miner is your Companion, with a Torch m 

jii^Haad, ^hoT^ngs, as yo^defqend, in a melan* 

fholy i^wpi which, withtjijB Daippnefs of the V^ 

l^qrs, the Sprinkling of Torrents, which faU 

i5yery wWre.Q^r you, agd i^h^ Qyicknef$ of the 

J's^ffage, ^rifeeaHor^or<iot|:o])edefcribed. After 

l^alfaniiQyr ^ntin this Manp^r, we arrived 

jat.^be feft Sl^ ia Qur D^fcent, where, when we 

.^,agi>e to logk *bput us, we faw nothiog of thofe 

terrible Ape^r^Pces which had alarm'd us in the 

Copper Mm ; on thCiCPOtrary, all Things look'd ' 

ferighta5i4p^faRt» ^tb« weenter'd on thefecond 

Part of qwjQMrney with Alacrity eaough. We 

perfprtB'd k on lo^g La4der3, not without fomc 

Difficulty inj¥e4 with Danger, which however 

we though* wqll ra:onPi|:icns'd by the Curiofuies 

jure tti^t in thefe fubterr^nean Regions. WiC firft 

^ueredaprf^digxiousSaUoo, Xupported by Coiuau^ 

of Silver. This was enlightened by a vaft Njuna^ 

ber of Fiiw^: JthfeSUfle&ions of the Flames .feom 

tibe jittering C^9 and&oed a Chryftal Stream 

rWhich ruA$ oii.we Side, render it ^t once the 

jpiKi^ft magnificent and the moft nomantick Place 

jihatis^I^rbaps|o;b6 found in the Univerfe. I 

4: doubt 



dowjbt.yw will C;iff;e ipr/?4if ij^e w,h?p^jl tell ypvii 
Xh^t her,^ is a Towi^j or ^t le?ifl: 4 Vill^^e, ,in tjic 
Jiept pf the Ea^ i:^ .cojififtiag feoxh ipf p;:iy^fp ^ 

jbppfes; {ipd wi^ 13 more fujcp^Cng, there is |t 
Ji^rgeWind-lVIill, vrljiichferyes tojerppry the W^^ef 
put of thofc Parts of tl\€ Mine in yvhich they apf 
WQrking. ^ 

We ^fcenckd by tj^ fam^ ^Cpttfriyajnce whicj^ 
\V^ mad^ ufe pf xp get hither, and amus*d ciyp- 
fclv^s ali the r^ft of the Pay in fejeii^ the Metho^f 

^ by .which th? Silver is cxtradied irom the: Ore^ 
and pf wJiich I fh^ll tellyou all I know in a yery 
jfew W^rds. The ftrft Thi^ thi^y do, , is to rpn^ 
the Stones which contain the Mel;^. This i? per- 
formM by laying jJjiem befwce;* rojws , of Billets^ 

, andthcn letting Fire to the whole Pije. By thisOpp^- 
ration thpy fr^c the Ore fcom Antiqfiony, Sujphur, 
and Arfnick, which fly off in the Sn)oak. Wh^p 
is left is a kind of Cinder, composed pf Stonc^ 
JLead, and Silver. Thi? they reduced t;o a Pow4er, 
hy the help of m^ny large Haoimers, driven by 
Water. This Powder is dilpps'd on large Sheets 
of Canvas, ftrain^d upon Peams, foas to lip Aqp- 
ii)g, yppp which Water runs from feveral Pipes. 
JBy this Me^ns, in alittle Tiflpe, all the Dsrreftrial 
Policies are carry'd away. The Remainder i^ 
then coni^mitted to a Fur^ajCe* where, when it is 
IJjieJted, the Lead iwims a-jtop, and is fcumqi'd 
away, the pure Silver being iuffer'd to grow col^ 
U the Bottorp, ^n4 fo is faken out m Iqgpts, 

Qn ray.r:et^rn \o , Stockholm^ I ficuind at the 
Wpufc of I^r, BfUfie^ a Noblemap of LQrm^^ wbp 
had a Scots Tutor, ^hphad no,Qther.84fineis ip 
Swjs4f^^ thaflfj^ .obtain the King's PermiCion t^ 
iriiit Laflm^. , Thi>s ypy^g Man h^ x^^ fgo^ 

Books 
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Books of Travels, which had ftruck him with 4 
kind of Phrenzy, and had fiird him with fuch a 
paffionatc Dcfire of feeing whether all he had read 
about the Laplanders was true, that nothing could 
rcftrain him from making this Expedition. I was 
very defirous of bearing him company, the rather 
bccaufc the King of Sweden received him very 
gracioufly, and directed his Chancellor to furnifh 
him with Letters to all the Governors, and other 
Royal Officers, requiring them to take all imagi- 
nable Care of him ; and to fhow him, in the fafeft 
Manner they could, all the Rarities of that defert 
Country. I mentioned my Inclination to Mr. 
Brucey who at firft would have difluaded me from 
if, but, after a little Difcourfe, he promised to pro- 
cure my Relation's Confent, in which he was as 
good as his Word. 

I cannot help obfcrving to you, on this Occa- 
fion, how feldom we are proper Judges of other 
People's Conduft. At that Time, I very well re- 
member, I looked upon this Gratification of my 
Defiresasa Mark of my Relation's Weaknefs, for, 
faid I to myfelf, of what Ufe can a Voyage to Lap-- 
land be to a young Man who is to fubfift in the 
World by his Induftry. But I have liv'd to fee my 
Error. He fuffer*d me to purfue the Bent of my 
Inclinations, that I might be accuftomed to vari- 
ous Climates, and to all the Fatigues of Travelling; 
having in View thofii troublefome Journies I after- 
wards made into Ruffia and Polandy to his great 
Profit, and fomewTiat alfo to my own Advan- 
tage. Certain it is, that ten Years Refidence in 
Sweden would not have fitted me fo well for the 
Toils I afterwards went through, and the Affairs 
I Wi^scmploy'din, asthisExcurfionof five Months 5 
which ftrengthned my Conftitution, rendered me 

pcrfeft- 
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perfeAIy acquainted with all the Ways of travel- 
ing in the North, and gave mc a Contempt for . 
thofe. Labours kwhich otherwife I fliould have 
thought infupportable. I will not enters upon a , 
new Subje£t> after writing you fo long an Epiftk. 
Think of favouring n^ with one of equal Di> 
menfioflSy and! be afiur'd that I am,^ and always 
ihallbe. 

Tour a feltionati^ Friend^ 

And mojl ^bedknt Servant J 

PHILINTUS. 



LETTER VIL 
nth ARIO to PHIL INT US. 

NAPLES is held to be the .third City in 
Italy for its Bignefs, but in refpeft to its 
Beauty, and the Number of its Inhabitants, it is 
beyond all Queftion the firft ; neither is it eafy to 
aflign any Kind of Excellepce in which it does 
not furpafs all the Italian Cities. The Sea forms 
a kind a Bafon for its Port, from which we be « 
hold the Place like a noble Amphitheatre. If ybu 
enquire for Caftles, here are three ; that of St. 
Elmo^ which commands^ the whole City •, that 
which is ftijed Bel Ovo^ (landing on a Rock, con- 
nefted vvith the Land, by a Bridge of two hundred 
Paces J and the new Caftle, which is alfo fine. 

1 The 
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The Mole is k noble Work^ whether we am- 
fidcr jts Beauty or its Ufc. If MamuficeniDe charm 
vjfoui^ here aire thefineftChdr^es la the UniVerfe. 
But if you are delighted with line Profpc6b, the 
Balcony x)f the Vice-Roy's Palace Ihows you one 
•the Wwld catmot equal, and which neither Word* 
nor Pencil can defcribe* If the Mind becomes 
fated even with a Variety of agreeable Sights, 
here is Mount Fefuvius^ which intermixes Terror 
with Delight. WouM you behol4 the Marks of 
flouriftiing Trade, here are three Ports, and the 
nobleft Sea-Profpeft you can wiih. Would you 
entertain yourfelf witha Sight of fine Houfes, the 
.S^i^et of. Toledo ts compofed of nothing elfe ; but 
if, fatigued with fuch Shows, you figh for a rural 
Scene, at the very Gates of Naples you may find 
it. Perhaps you will think that I write too much 
in the Stile of an Italian. Alas ! there is no writ- 
ing of Naples in another ; a Man muft be blind 
not to admire its Beauties, and ungrateful if he 
ufes common Language to expreis them. A Nea- 
poluanU&dy feeing once thcKingof Spaini thought 
ihe m?Lde him the higheft Compliment in wifhing 
hg might live to be Viceroy of Naples^ without 
confidering.he was the Viceroy's Matter. Moft 
People impute this to Folly, but I for my Part, 
do not wonder that the Idea of Naples (hould take 
up a Woman's whole Brain, fincc I find it im- 
'poffible to quit the Contemplation but with Re- 

Thie Moment I entered this Place, I met with 
nothing but nevv and agreeable Sights* The Day 
after my Arrival, croffing the Street with my 
Italiaii Friend, I met feven young Women in the 
oddefi: Urefs I ever faw. Each of them had on 
a Ipng purple Gown, girt with a Cord of the fame 
• " Colou^^ 
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'Colour. Their Heads were Ihay'd, their Faces 
covcr-d with a Veil of violet Gaufe, ^nd thc|r 
Feet naked. They were all as beautiful 9s 
Angels, and none of them above eighteen pr 
nineteen Years oldv They were attended by a 
Prieft, and two Gentlemen •, and before I ha.d 
Time to aft my Friend what th^y were, they b^- 
gan to fmg a Hymn, the Words of which were 
fo tender and the Tune fo 'melancholly, that a 
/^P^aa muft have had no Heart who could hear 
them withaut melting. Thefe Women are ftilcd 
Penitents, an^ are ijach a3 after having been JTeduc'd 
from the Paths of Virtue, by a Propenfity to 
Pleafure, have been lafli*d back again by Remorfe. 
TJbey IWt togethe^r Uke Nuns, on the Charity of 
wellndifpofed People, which they alk in this Man- 
ner, ^nd. though they are unde;- no Manner of 
Reftr^int, wme into the Society voluntarily, and 
are zt Lrberty t-o leave it when they pleafe ; yet 
is thefe fcarce ian Inftance of any one that has 
qtiifted it, ib much ftronger is Repentance than 
virtuot^s I^olution. 

My Companion led me to pafs the Afternoon 
tit the Houfe of an Acquaintance of hrs, Don, 
• Francifio Caraffa^ a Neapolitans of a moft illuftrious 
Family. He is a great Virtuofo; and, which I 
have feldom.met withinonePerfon, is equally well 
acquainted with Hiftory and the Mathematicks. 
He has an exceeding good Library, filled with va- 
riety of Books in all Sciences and Languages-, 
what Ibtprized me moft was, his Knowledge in . 
the Eugli/h Tongue, and the Pains he had 
taken tio under ft and Milton. I happened by Ac- 
cident to have a Volume of Dryden^s Plays in my 
.Pocket, with his EflTayon Dramatick Poetry, of 
\thich :I made him a Prefent, and it feem'd to 

I 2 give 
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give him a great deal of Pleafure, After a good 
deal of Difcourfe, we fell fbme Way or other up- 
on the Order of the Carthufian Monks. I happened 
to exprefs a Degree of Wonder, that Men were 
able to fupport tor fo many Years the Aufterities 
of that Order. To this he made no Anfwer, but 
fmiling afk'd my Friend, if J had feen their Con- 
* vent ? To which he anfwered, that this was but 
the fecond Day of my being in the City. Well 
then> replied he, rlfing up, let us ' go there •, I 
will undertake you Ihall be well fatisfied with the 
Sight of the Place, and with the Company of the 
Monks. I told him I was ready to follow him, 
and away we went. 

This Convent, which in England we (hould 
call the Charter- Houfe, is fcated on an Eminence 
which overlooks the whole City. Itmuft be own- 
ed, that ^the Afcent is pretty diifficult, but when 
you are once there, nothing can be more charm- 
ing. The Church is exquifitely beautifulr and all 
Things therein rich beyond Expreffion* We ex- 
amined fome of the Relifts, and other Curiofities, 
and then defcended by a Stair-Cafe of the fined 
white Marble, into the bafe Court of the Cloyfter, 
which is prodigioufly grand. It is fupportcd by* 
fixty Marble Pillars, and the Area is laid out in 
a Parterre, of Orange, Myrtle, and Bergamot Trees, 
judicioufly difpos*d, and admirably well kept-, 'Don 
Ff-ancifco cary'd us to the Cell of Brother Raphael 
de Pabna^ who received us with great Politenefs. 
But it^ is well that before I entered it, \ knew it 
to be the Cell of a Monk, for otherwife, I fliould 
have taken it for an Apartment in a Palace. Ft* 
was wainlcoted with white Cedar, finely carv'd, 
and there was behind, a little Garden, neatly laid 
ov:x with a Marble Fountam in the Center,- and a 

Green- 
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Grecn-houfe for young Plants. • I could not help 
expreffing my Surprise, and telling both the 
Gentleman and the Monk» that I had heard very 
different Defcriptions of the Cartbufian Monafteries 
in other Parts of Europe. And they may be very 
juft, faid Brotlier jR^/>/'tf^/-, 6ur5 differs from the 

. reft of the Houfes of our Order, but I hope we 
differ not much from the reft of our Brethren, 
What we have here, we owe to the Charity of our 
Founders, and fuch as live on Alms cannot well 
be vain of what fhows their Indigence rather 
than their Abundance. In other Convents of our 
Order, you may fee what a Contempt good Men 
have for .the good Things of this World, and 
'here too you may difcern, th/it we are, not afraid 
of being corrupted by making a moderate Ufe of 
them. In that Garden, I work with my own 
Hands, and moft ojf thefe Moveables are the 
Fruits of my own Labour. But what would you 
lay to the Lodgings of our Prior? They arc not 
inferior to thofe of the Viceroy, yet he lives like 
a Prieft in the Palace of a Prince. The Mag- 
nificence of our Monaftery hath made no Im- 
preffion on our Morals. You feem to be a 

^ Stranger and a Heretick, otherwife I had not faid 
fp much. Do not fancy I ufe that Term by way 
of Reproach, I mean by it' no more than that it has 
hindrjed you from being acquainted with our CuC* 
toms. 

. Aft^a* we had been elegantly entertained, we 
went to fee thefe boafted Lodgings of the Prior ; 
and indeed we found them much fitter for a So- 

w vereign than one who had made a Vow of Po- 

' yerty. I did not think it good Manners to fay fo j 

but as I returned, I could not help hinting it to 

Don Francifco and my Friend. , Well, faid the 

I 3 Nea- 
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Nedpolitnn Gavalier, I only pri3fmifed to <!ifp<^ffiitsi 
you of your frightful Ideas of the Cartht^ians. I 
did not tell you that I fhodd defend their Man- 
ner of Living, or the Magnificence of their Mo- 
naftry. Perhaps I think as you do; butthefe dre 
Points upon which we never criticife at Napks. 
I- cafily perceiv'd the Propriety of the Reproof, 
and refoiv'd with niyfeff never to deferve another, 
He prevailed upon us to vifit him the next Afterr 
noon, when he promiftd to ftiow me another ^nd 
yet a pleafanter Scene. 

* Don Caraffa kept his Word, for he ihtroduc'd 
}i^iQ the politcft Affembly at Napks ; there wei*e 
many Perfons of the firft Diftindion, fevefal 
Ladies, ^nd not a few of the Clergy there. The 
Company diverted thcmfelves as they thought fit \ 
Ibme were at Cards, others (^nk Chocolatej the 
reft amus*d themfelves in Ifonverfation. Don 
Francifco prefented me to every Body^ and as an 
Englijh Gentleman, I was welcome to all, for 
as the Company oonfifted of the warmeft Parti- 
sans of the Aufirian Houfe, a Native of cur Ifland 
was naturally intitled to their Friendfhip. Here 
I^faw a Perfon who had made himfelf famous 
throughout zWIfafy-, he was AiVd Don Melcbior 
de la Cerda ; he pafsM for a Spanifi NoblenFian, and 
indeed there was nothing in his Behaviour which 
feem'd inconfiftent with that Title. But his Love 
of Play, and his continual Succefs at it, his tra- 
velling from one Place to another, and his^rfeft 
Acquaintance with foreign Languages and Cuf- 
tom^, made it appear doubtful whether he was of 
that Nation. His Retinue, except his Steward, 
were all Italians \ his Condud was fo circumfpeift, 
his Converfation fo agreeable, and his Generofity 
fp great, that notwithftanding the Jealoufy fome 

- -• People 
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Pw^e had of hioii be wafe every ^fbere vrf y re^^^ 
ceiv'd, and nobody w^s abk to fij^ ^he k^ft §tftiil: 
qpon his Qharafter. But I have troubled yOM top; 
long with Trifks ; kt us now come to Jbings of ¥ 
more feriQu$ Nature, . 

The Palace of the Vice- Roy, whi^h/r^PJut^. the 
Sti:eet of T^ledo^ is pne of the fineft S^ry^^rcs th^t 
can be .imagined. Thofe who are ftilkd in. 
Architefture, admire the Beauty of the BuUding, 
and fuch as have only th^ great Science of con)-, 
mon Scnfe, are charmed with the Conyeniency 
of it^ Apartments, and that natural Dep^dency 
they have on each other, . Thcfc Ap^jrtme,nts ar^ 
very richly furnilh'd, and every thing you fe^ 
there, appears worthy of a crowned Head V b|uc 
what fecms to. be the moft valuable Thing |o th§ 
Vice-Roy himfelf, is a private Pafl&gfl by which 
he may retire into the new Caftk, and tl^ereby fe- 
aire luijifelf from the Rage of a njad and 9>utir 
nous Peopk. The new Caftle is a good Fortifi- , 
cation for this Purpofe, but would fignify little for 
any other, .nor do I think it would be poflibk 
to defend Naples with any Garriibn lefs thgn an 
Army fufficknt to meet thg Enemy in thf Field. 

For the Encouragement of the Sciences, there 
is a grand Colkge here, called SfU(^i JSfovij 
which is a fine Pile of Building. Here there are 
Profeffors of all Sorts, with very handfeffiQ Ap- 
pc^tments : Public Schools, and whatevier elfe 
might contribute to render the Scholar^ educated 
there ah Honour to their Country. Befides this, 
there are feveral other Colkges, and the Jefuiw, 
as in other Places, under|;ake the Education qf 
Youth in their .Conv^ts. Yet after all, if n?u(t 
be admitted, that they are many Places where thq 
Sciences arc mort happily cultivated than ^t 

I 4 Naples^ 
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NaplkSy notwithftanding ic has all the Advantages 
that a Philoibpher would require to conftitute a 
Seat of the Mufes. I know you will, by this 
Time, fee the Caufe, which is in reality the Bi- 
gotry of the People. I am fure there is no Man 
lefs inclin'd than I* to encourage ioofe Thoughts 
in refpeft to religious Subjedts 5 yet can I not c€fti-i 
ceive that God can be properly worfhipped, while 
our Devotions are independent of ^ur Underftand- 
ings. They permit and encourage* here excdffive 
Enthufiafm ; and there is never wanting either a 
Friar or a Nun, blefs'd with extraordinary Reve- 
lations, under Colour of which, they talk with 
an abfdrd Licenfe of the mod facred Subjeds. 
This ' fhocks Men of tolerable . Underftandi'fig, 
and is the great Source of conceal-d Atheifm : 
While a manly Piety, and a rational Spirit of 
Religion, like that of the Primitive Chriftians, 
never appears, becaufe Pomp and Vanity^' magni-^ 
ficefit Shows, and needlefs Pennances, pafs here 
for Gofpel Duties ; fo that while - the Neapaliiam 
are the moft fuperftltious, they are (^rtainly the 
leaft religious People, even in Itafy^ which is fay- 
ing a great deal, and I wifti it wa« faying too 
much. 

There is another Strufture in iViip/^^ which I 
cannot pafs by ; it is called the Mount of Pkty^ 
and is indeed a very beautiful and corrcft Build- 
ing ; but it is the Ufe made of this Houfe which 
induced me to fpeak df it^ and I flatter myfelf 
•that you will be very well pleafed with a fhort Ac- 
count of it. It is what lam told is call*d in HsUand 
zLumber^ I fuppofe it ftiouldbe Lombard-Houfey 
becaufe the Lombards were the firft People who 
fell into this kind of Traffick. The Difference 
fcems to-be that the latter belong to private Per- 
sons, 
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Ibris, whereas the former k a publick Foundation. 
In a City like Naples it is eafy to conceive, that 
there are vaft Numbers of Poor, -who yet are not 
Beggars, To prevent their becoming fo, there could, 
not be a bettter Contrivance than the Mount of 
Piety y where j oh all forts of Goods, Furniture,-' 
Cloaths, or Merchadife, Money may be bor- 
row'd with the utmoft Secrecy, and at the loweft 
Rate of Intereft-, for any Sum under thirty 
Crowns, the Perfon who borrows it pays no In- 
tcreft for the fpace of eighteen Months, and even 
^t the End of that Term, if he applies himfelf 
to the Direftors of the M?«»/, they will renew 
his Bill of Sal^ for eighteen Months more, with- 
out a Farthing Expence. For Sums above thirty 
Crowns, there is an Intercft paid of tvfo per Cent. 
When the Goods are brought in they are fairly 
appraifed, and the Dirreftors lend two Thirds of 
their Value. If in eighteen Months they are not 
i:edeem*d, they ,are fold publickly, when the Di- 
reftors of the Mount take their Moiiey with 
three per Cent, for the Intereft of a Year and a 
half, and payover what remains to the Proprietor j 
but if any Perfon is defirous of preventing his 
Goods from being fold, he may apply to the Di- 
reftors, who will grant him a new Bill for other 
eighteen Months, without taking any Thing, ad-^ 
ding the Intereft due to the former Principal. 
For the Support of this Mounts large Sums of 
Money have been given by charitable People, and 
many who are rich make Ufe of it as a Bank, 
and what in my Opinion is the moft fingular of 
all, in the many Revolutions which have happen- 
ed in the Kingdom of N^aples^ this Mount has 
not only cfcap'd plundering, but even Molefta- 
jtion. The Want of Paper, fince I do not pro- 

pofe 
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pofe to write a Voljiiine Imt^ Lictitf^ obliges nar 
to telt you, that my Friendftiip (hall be a$ invio-^ 
Ijible as this M(mnf^ and that withal I am for the * 
preient, . / 

raur mqfitoiedifnf ^ervaufy 

Nov. i7®9. 

HH.ARIO. 
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PHI LIN TUS A? HILAR I O, 

IH A V E told my dear Friend how I came td 
think of making an Expedition intQ Lapland \ 
the Nobleman I was to accompany was in fuch Jl 
Hurry to be gone, that he would fcarce wait the 
l^roper Seafon of the Year, tho* he was told, that 
the Cold was fo exceffive in Lapland^ even in 
the Beginning of June^ that Strangers are unable to 
bear it. On the twenty-fifth of that month weem^ 
'hzr\Cd,2X. Stockholmiox Torneoy which is feated at 
the Extremity of the Bothnick Gulf, at thfe* Di^ 
ftance of two hundred Swedijh Miles from the 
City laft mentioned, which make about fix hun- 
dred of ours ; we had a very fair Wind, and a 
pleafant Voyage. At our Arrival we found a 
very forry Town, and no great number of Peo- 
ple -, whereas in the Winter Time, when the Sea 
is frozen over, and the Snow has fiird up all the 
Cavities in the.Rocks and Mountains, vaft Mul- 
titudes of all Nations rcfort thither, that is, of 
7 . ' all 
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ftltklieNonhciiiNadofts»fuch«i^ Ndr^' 

vegian^ Swedifi) and MafcffoiU Laplanders j who^ 
od their Skates make nothing of travellings or 
ra^ther (liding on the Snow a Hundred of our MUes 
in a Days and when they travel on Ice, they 
mi^B ftill greater Journies- Ftom this Town of 
f&rneo^i the Country to the North Cape is in- 
habited by Laplanders^ who have no fettled Ha- : 
bitationi, but roam about as the Failure permits, 
or *he Seafon invit^i. 

We remained fome little Time at ^cfrneo^ at thc- 
{ioufe of the Mafter of our Ship, on Account of 
the Ifidifpofition of two of our Company -, but 
on thte tenth of Juh we quitted it, and in the 
Gompafty of a Lapland Prieft, let out to view the 
Country. When we travelled by Land it was 
either on Foot, or in a £/^^//i«J \ Sledge, which 
the Inhabitants call Puka j 'tis made in the Form' 
of a Canoe, is entirely the Manufaftdre of thefe 
Savages, and is compdfed of feveral Pieces of 
Wood^ fow'd or rather bound together with 
Thongs, cut out of the Hide of a Rain Deer; 
its Form is fuchas requires a Keel, upon which 
it Aides. It is certainly far from being a conve- 
nient Vehicle, efpecially to thofe who are not ac- 
cuftom'd to it, for it rolls from Side to Side, 
and the Animal made Ufe of to draw it, goes at 
fuch a furious Rate, even down the fteepeft 
Mountains, that if one has not avery ftrong 
Head, the Velocity of the Motion is apt to make 
one giddy. When we went by Water it was in 
Boats, made by the fame Artifts, and in the fame 
Way, that is, by fowing them together, with the 
^ Sinews of their Rain T)eer, and filling' up the 
Chinks with Mofsj this renders them found and 
ftrong enough at leaft for their Ufe, and withal 

fo 
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fo light, that they can carry them wkh great E^c^ 
It would be to n6 Purpofe to tire you with the 
Journal of our Travels through a wild and defert 
Country, which is only reniarkable for affording 
a great variety of favage Profpe6ts» not altoge- 
ther unpleafant, I will endeavour therefore to 
give you a concife Account of the Plade, and^ 
the People without Exaggeration, a Liberty which 
ipoft Writers take as a juft Compenfation for the 
Pains that an Expedition into this wide and wafle 
Part t>f the World cofts them. 

That Country which is now called Lapland^ 
was anciently (tiled BiamUa^ zx\d if you have a 
mind to fee .what Wonders have been related of 
it, you need. only ^oniwM Olaus Magnus ^ who 
wrote a iHiftory'of the Northern Nations, the 
heft.Edition of which is that printed at Romey 
and this once perfued,, I dare fay you will never 
defire to read another Author upon the Subje6t. 
The firft Writer that ever mentioned Lapland by 
that Name was Saxo Gramaticus^ who flourifhed 
in the latter End of the Twelfth, or beginning 
of the Ihirteenth Century. This Denomination 
is fuppoftd to come from the Word Lap^ which 
in the Language of the Fins fignifies exiled. That 
the Inhabitants of Lapland are really defcended 
from the Finkndersy is pretty certain 5 but that 
they did not penetrate into thefe Parts before this 
Time h a Miftake, for there are authentick Re- 
cords which fay that the Fins had peopled Biar- 
«f/V? with their Colonies in the Ninth Century, 
The Extent oi^ Lapland is very great, but not 
ccrtainlv known ; it hath the Cape and the frozen 
Sea on the North, Mufcovy on the Eaft, Norway 
on the We'^> and the Bctbnick Gulf on the South. 

The 
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The Air is very pure, but exceffive (harp. In 
the; moft Northern J^arts their longeft Day is 
about a Month, ancl their loi^geft Night pf the 
fame Duration -, then there is this Diflference 
between them, that tho^ the former is continual 
Sunfhine, yet the latter is by no means to be 
cfteemed dark, the Moon and Stars giving a very 
pieafant Light : fo that this Seafon is far from be- 

. ing irkfome or inconvenient to the: Natives ; but 
they are much expofed to StormSyWhich are fudden 
and terrible beyond Defcription* In Summer 
again they are miferably plagued with* Flieis, 
which is owing to the great Heat, and is by much 
the fevereft Mifchjef thefe People ever, feel, and 
againft which they have no other Defence -than 
that of making great fires, the Smoak of which 
renders them as tawny as fo many Indians. 

The Soil is, very fhallow, and moft fruitful 
where it is fhalloweft •, near fome of their Mines 
the 5a;^^^j cultivate Corn, ^ which they fow and 
reap in fix Weeks; but the Laplanders never 
trouble thcmfelves this Way, but are content with 
various kinds of wjild Berries, which are pieafant 
enough, and very wholfome, and of which they 
have great Variety, as alfo fome wild Apples artd 
Cherries. Fifli ^d Fowl they have in great 
plenty; and as fo^ Cattle, their Rain Deer fup- 
ply them with Milk, Cheefe and Flefh; be- 
fides which, they kill and eat Bears, efteeming 

: their Pa>ys an: excellent Difti. As to the Manners 
of thefe People I cannot think them fo wild or (o 

. bad as they are generally reprefented. 

All the Utenfils in their Houfes, all thdr 
Cloaths, Carriages, Buildings, ar6 of their own 
Fabrick, and tho* they feem very odd to us, y^t 

• are the moftevijdemly fit and convenient for thegj, 

. . and 
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and the Swedes ^fteeifi thejr Bafkecs, SRoes^ 
Gloves^ S^c. very much. That they want Cou- 
rage, is owing to their want of Government, and 
want of Education-, and as to their being idle, 
the principal Caufe of it is their not having any 
Thing to do. As to Religion they are all Chrif- 
tians, and hd^vt, Lutheran Priefts amongft them of 
their own Nation 5 fome of whom are very far 
from being deftitute either of Senfe or of Learning. 
As to their Pronencft to Magi^k, we need not 
-wonder at it, it is the Foible of all the North, 
nor arc they much more credulous in this 
Refpeft than their Neighbours. They are very 
liofpi table to Strangers, and conceive there is a 
mighty Difference between the Natives of other 
Countries and themfelves, which they carry to 
fuch an Excefe, as to eftpera a Woman for having 
had a Baftard by a Stranger. In fome Relpeds. 
their Condition is very Angular -, for they have 
more Matters, and yet enjoy greater Liberty than 
almoft any other People -, for they move about 
wherever they think fit, and yet they pay Tri- 
bute to the King of Sweden i<x the Lands which 
they occupy J lotht Cz^ for Leave to hunt in 
hisCt)untry; and to the King of i3^«»itfri, for a 
Licence to fifli in certain Rivers. Thefe Cuftoms 
are levied fometimes -in Money, fometimes in 
Goods, and are paid at thofe Fairs to which 
ihcy refort, in order to difpofe of the reft. Per- 
haps you would be glad to know what the Trade 
oi Lapland con^\^% in, a Queftion that is eafily 
anfwered ; almoft all Traffick is carry'd on here 
by Barter^ the Laplanders bring the Skins of Er- 
•mine, black, red, and white Foxes, Otters, Mar- 
Ims, Beavers, Squirels, Wolves, Bears, and Rain 
Dctrj as alfo Boots, Shoes, Gloves, Cheefe^ dried 

Salmon 
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Satevonand Pike. They idee in Return Woollen 
Hfid Lifmen Clothe Copocr, Brafs, Salt, Kniyesr, 
and above all Brandy and Tobacco, to both which 
thfey are univerfally ind cxceffively addi<9:ed. 

They are g€ncm% fpeaking healthy, but not 
abfolutely free fcooi Difeafes, as fome would have . 
tuls believe; they make Ufc of few and thofe very 
^fikacious^Medicincs; Angelica boiled in Milk re- 
iievcs all Con^plaims in the Stomach. When any 
^ their Litnbs are froze^i, they take a red hot Iroa, , 
^rike it into a Checfe, and anoint the Place afFcded 
^ith the Oyl which dro|>s from thence ; in cafe 
of Boils or Breakings out, they apply a red hot 
CoaU and this aduai Cautery cures them. Jh^ 
live to extreme c4d Age, but comnwnly grow 
l>lind about Seventy, which is owing to the Re- 
flexion of the Sun Beams from the Snow while 
ithey are Abroad, and the thick Clouds of Wood 
Smoak in which they are inVolv'd when they ftay 
4tHome. They.baththetnfelvcs in a kind of Stoves, 
aftd when their whole Bodies feem diflblv*d in Sweat, 
they run out of a fudden, and plunge themfelves 
naked in fome adjoining Stream./ They have good 
iharp Stomachs, and eat heartily of what they 
can get; fome of them make Bread of the Bark, 
of a Tree \ others dry Fifh, and rub it into a 
kind of Meal, which is alfo praftifed by the In- 
habitants of the Iflands of Fero. In the Winter 
Time they have -always a Kettle of Water over 
the Fir^ that they may not want fomething' to 
drink, and in tlie Summer they generally drink 
Broth made of Filh. and Flclh boyrd together. 
Their Cabbins are very mean Places, and the Fire 
is always made in the middle^ there being a Hole 
in the Roof to let out a Part of the Smoak ; the 
Men do every Thing that is labprious, and the 

Womtii 
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Women are employ'd in nuiking their Clojudilfy 
Cheefe, and fuch like, for as todreflkig of Meat) 
that as well as taking it, belongs to the Men. Ex* 
cept Drinking, they have few Vices, and thoft 
they have they haveJearnM from Strangers, for 
whom they have fuch a Deference, that they think 
all. Ihings right they do. Gf late Years, the. 
Swedes have civilized, which includes fubjcftr 
ing the Laplanders j much more than formerly j 
and very probably, in Procefs of Time, they will 
makeftill greater Alterations; yet whatever is 
done piuft be flowly and gently, for if a Laflaur 
der is ve:?c'd, he changes his Country without the 
Formality of an Aft of Naturalization ; and this 
is one Reafon why they arc fo kindly dcalt^with. 
As to any Government amongft themfelves, there 
is none, fave that which fome People are fo fprtd 
of, 1 mean the Patriarchal. Every Father of a 
Family is the Prince of it from the Moment he 
becomes a Parent to the laft of his Life; all his 
Sons are his Servants, and fo are his Sons-in-law 
for a Year; neither is this little Sovereignty with- 
out its Cares and Jealoufies ; infomuch, that 
fometimes a Laplander^ through an extreme Defire 
of preferving his Wealth, hides it in Places 
where it is never found, if he dies fuddenly with- 
out revealing his Seieret. At the Fairs there is a 
Swedijh Judge who prpfides, hears all Caufes, and 
determines them with equal Juftice and Expedi- 
tion. At thefe F^irs alfo they have their Chil- 
dren chriften'd, and perform other Afts of Re- 
ligion, to which however they are not naturally 
much inclined ; and they likewife confummatc their 
Marriages at rhefe Meetings, where, all the Re- 
lations are together, and where of Confequendc 
Brandy is very plenty ; as to Succeffions, the Law 

is 
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is the fame amongft them as amongft the Swedes i 
the Wife has one half, and the Children the 
other. Their Riches coAfill principally in Herds 
of Rain Deer, of which fome are not lefs than a 
thoufand or twelve hundred. In order to make my 
Defcription of the Laplanders as complete as 1 can, 
I will give you the beft Account I am able of 
this Animal, of which, lb far as I have obferv'd, 
moft Writers of Travels talk but very confufedly. 
The Swedes call this ufcful Creature Rheen^ 
which in their Language fignifies both neat and 
nimble. It is confiderably bigger than a Stag, 
which its Head refembles exadUy 5 but it differs 
frpm it in its Horns,, which arc very large, and 
turn back in a Semi-circle on its Neck. Befides 
thefe, they have a ftrorig Horn jutting forth in the 
middle of their Forehead, an4 one over each Eye ; 
thefe however grow all from one Root, and are 
prodigiouQy firm and ftrong; their Weight and 
their Difpofition render them fometimes trouble- 
Ibme to the Creature when feeding upon a Flat ; 
and therefore, where Boughs are to be had, the Rain 
Deer generally brouze, at other Times they feed 
on Mofs, of which there is great Plenty, and 
of which they have fo quick a Scent, that a Rain 
Deer will find it when it is covered twenty Inches 
or more under the Snow, and then by fcratching ■ 
with its Fore-feet, will open itfelf a Paflage to 
this beloved Food. The Hair of this Creature is 
much darker than that of a Stag, and while they 
are young is almoft black ; as they grow up it in- 
clines to a yellow, its Legs are not fo fmall, and 
yet they are nimbler than other Deer. What is 
remarkable, and indeed peculiar to the Rain Deer 
is, the cracking of its Joints, particularly its 
Ankles, which is like the Noili? made in cracking 

K a 



{ 



130, The.RATiONAL itMusEMfiiilr, 

a Nut, infomuch that you may hear a Rain t)ecir 
almoft as far as yqu can fee it. The Feet are al- 
moft Tound, and perfeftly cloven ; but this. Ani- 
mal does not chew the Cud, nor has it any Gall. 
The Laplanders diftinguifli three, Sorts of Rain 
Deer, the Wild, the Half-Wild, and the Tame; 
the Wild are of a blacWr Colour, larger, ftrong- 
er, and bplder than the reft.; the Laplanders hunt 
rliem with great Eagernefs, both on Account of 
their Skins, and of their Flelh, the forrnqr being 
more valuable, and the latter better tafted than 
that of the tame Sort. • The '.Half- wild are pro- 
duced by letting the tame Does run in the Woods 
at Rutting-time, when they accompany with the 
wild Bucks, which makes their Fawns ftronger, 
.ind more nimble than thofe which are bred by 
tw6 tame Deer ; of thefe they chufe the biggeft 
and moll vigorous for their Sledges, and ufe the 
reft as Beafts of Burden. 

ITie Rain Deer are moft profitable Animals i- 
live and dead, and it muft be own'd, that the 
Laplanders j^iow how to make the moft of them. 
Befides the Ufes before mentioned they make 
many more of them, while alive; for Example, 
t!u^y drink their Milk, which is very fat and 
thick, of this they alfo rnake Cheefes, which, 
when they have Salt to fprinkle them with, are 
very rich and pleafant, otherwife they tafte but 
very indifferently. When they kill them they, 
nfake fomething of every Thing ; for Example, 
they ftufF Cuftiions and Beds with their Hair ; of 
their Skins they make^^themfelves Cloaths, Boots, , 
and Gloves ; the Flefh they eat, and indeed there 
cannot be better Food, for it is full of Juices, very - 
fat at the proper Seafon, which is about Michael- 
masy pleafant to the Tafte, and withal very nou- 
2 \_ rifliing 
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riihing and wholcfome. The LaplanderSi by ex* , 
pofing it to the Cold, give it a Hardnefs equiva- 
lent to that of hung Beef, which prefefves ;t' 
from Coihiption. Of the Bones they itiak^ in- 
numerable Ufes ; they, for Example, make Crofe 
Bows of them, head Arrows, and inlay ^l|hth: . 
wooden Utehfils and Bafkets with the Spliiife^ifs 
of them ; they dry the Blood into a folicl, fe'o^y, 
which they keep to boil in their Broths, ^aiid tb 
make Sauce for their Fifh- Of cheir Siritiv^s 
they make Thread, v/ith thefineft df ,^htAtheV 
few their Cloaths, and with the cOaffe'r theybiM 
their Sledges and their Boats. All this'^ap^^^s 
barbarous to Strangers j but 1 dbnfefs^ to md* 'it 
feems vety ingenious,* fipbe it is'certkii}^ if^tflb 
Laplanders did not take thefe Methods bF provid- 
ing for.themftlves, they would find ft\ a Bis- 
cuit ^hing to manage better by any other way 
v/e could teach them. Their manner of llVjnk 
therefore is conformable to their Condition,. fnU is 
quite void of what we call ^roipttly'Saffarifm^ 
fince it is eflential thereto^ that People make a 
^wrohgorrather aprepofterous Ufe d£ good Things; 
whereas thefe People, to fay the worft'of them, 
make Shift as well as they can with what Nature 
has given them, and are fo far from calling her a 
Step-Mother, or upbraiding her with want of 
Kindnefs towards them, that they are paffio- 
nately fond of their native Country, and would 
never go without it, to look for greater Conveni- 
encies ; which obliges fuch as incline to purchafe 
their Furrs to; go and fetc|i them, ^on which J can 
affure you fome Lapland ^octs have (aid fmarter 
Things than you can eafilyimaginerf ^ - 

But I dare fay I have tired you already with 

my Tales of a Coui}try no very polite Man would 

K2^' ' fuffer 
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futfer fo much as his Thoughts to ftray through^ 
.yet I .own to you frankly, that Twas never better 
piye^wi' thar> while amongft them, infomuch, 
.tK^t llb^gan to fancy I; had caught the Lorrainer'% 
J^^neis^ and was in danger of turning L^^Azu/^r 
inytttC You will believe that I da hot carry this 
TariBer than the Truth, when I tell you, that had 
jt not feecn for his. Tutor, we had unqueftionably 
^yi0ted khc Frontiers of Rujfta with our new Ac- 
rijoaibtancc. At length the ihcreafing Cold brought 
Uii tdiDur Wits, and inclined us to think of get- 
Ulig ()ack as loon as poflible into Sweden^ of ythxcYi 
^fiiiAnhy IlhalJ, if you defire it, give you an Ac- 
;;^unt in my next- Your J aft Letter has given 
me great Satisfadion, but methinks I could with 
to ;|5e:wril' informed as to the Manners of the 
.N^ppiiMns in general, fince I am afraid the Ac- 
/iounts ^c have of them do not do them Juftice, 
kJE^xjint in which I dare faftly truftyou. Adieu, 
^^iny l^neiid, and believe liie to be moft fincerely 

if; -^<wr/, in alltbe Senfes of the Word^ 
:^ " PHILIN^US. 
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L E TT E R IX. 
; ^ hilSL A R J O /i) P H I L I N T U S. ^ 

IS H OULD have entered without Ceremony 
on the Subjed you prelcrib*d me, if an Acci- 
;4ei?t that has TOppen'd here lately had not ap- 
" •* ^^ . pcar*d 
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^ar'd to me of too fingular a Nature to be conceal- 
ed from you. Two or three Days ago there ar- 
rived an Officer of the Grand Duke's, who brought 
with him an Order to make ia drift Search for $ 
Native of Fianders, who had lately made his Efcapc 
out of the Prifons of the Inquifition zt Rome j but 
the Order came too late, the Man having failec) 
the Day before in a Butch Ship : His Crime wai 
of a very extraordinary Kind J he had been ecn-^ 
ployed by fome curious Ladies at Romey to pro- 
cure fome of the confecrated Hofts, for magical 
Purpofes. In order to execute this excellent Com^ 
miffion he hid himfelf in a Church, and in the 
dead of the Night attempted to break open thi 
poor of the Sacriftary. In this he fucceeded, 
but had hardly entered the Placie before a Lamp 
which was hanging there, fell by Accident O0 his 
Head, and gave him fuch a Blow, that he cry*d 
«ut, in his Surprize; and being overheard by (pmc 
Women who were at a Labour, they imme^attt- 
ly gave Notice' to the Sexton 5 and he was^fcfert. 
In his Pocket he had aXetter which difcoWr'd 
his Bufmefs, and which recommended Kitii Xoi\k 
Care of the Holy Officfe. From the MomerTt he 
-entered the Prifon he projefted his Efcape," wfficli 
he eflfefted in a very fingular Manner : He tpIH 
one of the Gaolers, that he had heard a FeTlb^- 
Prifoner filing the Bars at a certain Hour,e^cry 
Night, defiring the Keeper to eomc tWat Evening 
at the fame Hour, that W might be WEaNWit- 
nefs of it himfelf ; He came accot-dingly, and f6e 
Fellow fhowing him a Chink in the Wall, bAi 
him put his Ear to it -, in doirig this he was ob- 
liged to turn his Back upon the Prifbner, wlto 
took this Opportunity of knocking him doWh»; 
he then gag*d him, ty'd Ws Hands between his 
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Leg§, ,3ad his F^et to.the Bars of. the W^indow,^ 
fo that he Could touch nothing but with the back 
gfhis He^d, ^Y^lich he wanted Power to lift* 
When heJiad done tftis, he burn'd a Hole round 
thej Loc:;k oi .the^ outer Prifpn Door, and havingji 
wi^ much adoy got P;Ut of ftome before it w.as 
light, tie hid himfeljf; in Woods all 0ay, wiieFC 
he fed upon, wild Fruits and Leavq§, an,d travelled 
ail Njtght* Wh^n he ,arri ved:at Leghorn, he went 
to the Houfe of a Friend of his, from whence 
iie^wrote to tl^ Ladies at Rome^ who had employed 
him^ : Thj^y fent him both Money and . Inftrudti- 
fww how; to'get off,, which luckily for him he 

fei^grm'd -^but a.Spy belonging to the Holy Office 
eing ^ Gallant to one, of the Ladies, furprifed 
^is J^etter, and gave Notice of it to th^ hi^uifition^ 
who. ir^ntly took all the Precautions tlj.ey could 
tip Jiay,9 him fecur'd at L^^^ but to no Pur- 
pose.. Ti^ Jpadies however are at prefent in his 
oldi .Lodgings, and 'tis much to be queftion'd 
;i^^^cr'they will be able^to find a Way to get as 
/af^jf ouCv Efcapes ^ei^g very unufuallhings 
f^om Jfrifpns, wjiere the .Keepers are bound Body 
Sot Pody for^the, forthcoming of their Prifoners, 
jand, jn fuch Cafes as this, arc ufu^lly condemn'd, 
either. t9 (perpetyai Imprifonment, or the Gal- 

^ TJ>isr ^^coi^nt ought not to render the Italian 
r/?^//j^^aw,<,^%eciany that RomCy .d^'^sidful in 
^your JEy^j? I mean in Comparifon of the Inqui- 
i^tiq^^ 9^ewhere 5 becauie, in Truth, they are far 
^ildjff; t|ian»thoi^ lA ^puin^, Portugal^- or. ;he /»- 
^iS?^ ; ^nay, . we may c^ry this. Matter ft ill farther, 
^^nd ^ffifin, that the /»^^j/f/i^» is ufeful, and even 
npce^ary ip j^<2/)'^ vyhfre not fo much 

^^il\i^iia'eHch ^^ mt)^ ^pccrites, and 
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Holy Cheats \ and perhaps this is of all others, if, 
not the ftrongeft, at lead the cleareft Argument 
again ft Popery. For how can we fuppofe that 
Religion .to have a Purity wortTiy of its Divine 
Author, which we fee leaven'd with fuch Do- 
ftrines, and deform'd by fuch Praftices, as ren- 
der a Tribunal like that of the Holy Office^ abfo- 
lutely neceflary for its Prefervation ? When I fay 
tliat the, Italian Inquifition is mild, I mean only in 
its Punifliments, tor they never burn as the other 
Inquifitions do ; but in other Refpefts the Pro- 
ceedings are pretty nearly the fame : They admit 
of private Informations •, they have every where 
their Spies j they feize People without Notice ; 
they irriprifon them where none ^an fee them ; 
they examine by Torture : But w he a they give 
Sentencej the Procefs is made known to the Pub- 
lick :.and lias alwaysah. Appearance of Juftice, 
accQr4ing,tp the Canori Law. The Congregation 
of the Hciy Office at Rome is- not only fuperior to 
^11 the, Inquifitions in Italy ^ but is likewife the laft 
Hefdrt from all the other Tribunals throughout 
the Kingdoms and Provinces of the Catholick Re- 
ligion. "The beft Way to fupport what I have 
been faying of its Equity and Mildnpfs^ is to eive 
you aiiliiftance of the Truth of it. . / 

The great Foible of the Italians i > St^erftit;ion» 
^nd this confequently fires them with a mighty 
l^a/Iion of making Conquefts over the Minds of 
other Men -, or, as they phrafe it, Converts to the 
Catholick Faith of Rome. This Humour appeals 
in nothing more than in the Pains they take about 
Turksj Jews^ and other Infidels^ whom they often 
bring to make a ProfefTion of Chriftianity, but 
very rarely to become Chriftians in their Hearts, 
which is chiefly owing to that unmerciful Load, 

K 4 of 
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of Trifles with which they would burden their 
Confciences, under the fpecious Title of Articles 
of Faith. A Roman Prince had a Turkijfh Slave, 
whofe Name was Achmety a Man of tolerable good 
Senfe, faithful to his Mafter, and perfedly docile 
and obedient. After fome Years Service, the Prince 
came to have fuch a Refped for him, that he di- 
reded his Chaplains to do their utmoft in order 
to his Converfion. They fucceeded in the At- 
tempt ; Acbmet received Baptifm, and his Matter 
the Prince was his Godfather, and had likewife 
the Gdodnefs to fettle on him a fmall Penfion, 
which with good Management, and his own In- 
duftry, might have fubfifted him handfomely. 
The Turk however had no Notion of Labour, artd 
therefore bethought himfelf of an Occupation 
which did not require it ; in fhort, he manifeft- 
ed a Defire of becoming a Hermit. His Pa- 
tron was very well pleafed with this Notion; fup- 
pofing it a Mark of his being fincerely a Chri- 
ftian i and therefore he made Ufe of his Intereft 
to procure him a little Hermitage on the Road 
to Rome^ which was extremely neat and pleafant. 
There was a little Cha{)el at a fmall Diftance 
from his Cell, which confifted of three Rooms, 
with a Garden behind it, and fome Land, which 
ht was at Liberty to cultivate as he thought fit. 
Twice a Week he went a ^eJHngj that is, in 
plain Englijby a begging to a neighbouring Town, 
and fometimes alfo^ to CivUa Veccbia. He apply'd 
himfelf fo brifkly to his Trade, and underftood 
it fo well, that in a very fhort Space he got 
Money enough to buy him an Aft, which carry 'd 
his Provifions and other Neceffaries ; by Degrees 
it was obferv'd that he frequented the Barracks 
where the Turkijb Prifoners lay, converfed with 

■ them,. 
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thet% and fdthdtimed drank with them. This 
natufally gave Offencd, and he ^as thereupon 
admoniOi^d, btit ta little or napufpofe. At length 
however, he was ib indifpreet, af to drink with 
fome of his Companions, new and ftrong Wiiie, 
till he^was thoroughly intoxicated. Then he ex- 
plained himfelf roundly, and without Ceremony» 
as to his Notions of Religion. He blafphemed 
J E s u s C H R I s T, he ridicule his own Profeffion,. 
and not fatisfied with thi;, otut he went into the 
Streets, puird ofF his Hermit's Drefs, and cry'd 
out, lamftoCbriJiian^ I am a true Believer ^ I 
worjhif one GoJj and M ahommed i^/f Prophet. As 
if the Declaration of a drunken Man could do 
Honour to any Religion ! 

You will readily believe, that fuch ftrange Be- 
haviour as this didnot efcape with Impunity. Oup 
Turkifb Hermit was immediately arreftcd, and con- 
du£ted to the Prifon of tlie Inquifition at Rome. He 
remained there frx or feven Months. At the End 
of that Space, * he had ail his Effeds reftor^ to 
him, and was lent to another Hermitage at a 
good Diftance from GvUa Veccbia^ where there 
were three or four other Hermits^ who were or- 
dered to overlook his Condudt. One who heard 
hisProcefs read, informed me, that it let forth 
his cxprefling, the next Day, a very deep Senfc of 
his Fault, of which he made a volutitary Con- 
feffion, afcribing it to the EfFdfts irf Drink, and 
the bad Company he had kept, ajfirming that 
though he had profefs'd himfelf a Turk when dif* 
ordered with Liquor, he ^as now ready to die 
fober and in his Se^*fes, a good Qbripan. The 
Congregation of the Holy Office, on a Report 
of this, direfted, that he fliould, by way of Pc- 
nance^ be enjoined to live fix Months upon Bread 

and 



smd IWater ; which h6 pc^oi^in'd : ^ikJ hay4nS: the 
Convcrfation of ^ Divine ^woHpur^ in 3:^ay,. 
he hcczmt qumjaimthfif ^M all 

dhe extiirior Marks pf 4 .fin<?ere^ genitcnt. This 
waa the Account they thgugiit fit tp give of .this 
Apoftate^. afld I believe youj^ill agree with m?,; 
tiiat it is. a .ftroflgpjroof ,^f the J^rMficnce and. Mo-, 
deration of tbiS Tribuaaji ,At Lifbon^ or 2^ 
Madridj hei^^ovildhat^e.b^ejibjt^nj'd without Men 
cy, and ymy prbbabiy^.wpiild Jiave died b^^- 
phcming, . tq the Deftruft'ip^ of his own Soul, and 
the. Scandal of the Chrifti^n Religion. But- at 
RomCf where the CIergy,areat.]e,aft wifer, if not 
better, fuch Cruelties are peyer pradis'd. T^hat 
City is in a Manner maint;^A'd aj^d fupported -by 
Foreigners* ^ W[hpit>, at k^,^ a third are Emtef- 
tants ; vperMps^ ,this n>ay bepne.pf the Motives, jfo 
that moderate Cpndqft vvfcich I. have com^ijdr^ 
td. As Ihave faid fo . much ^f , the Inquifmon 
in. this Letter,. I will conclude it with an Ac- 
count of what happened at Naflfs ^ while | w^^ 
there, and which Iperfu^demyfelf you will thiqjf 
WQTXh the reading. , \\ 

- There liv*d in th^ .Street of Xoledo^ 2l NeapU-^ 
tan Lady, whpfe Name was l^oma Qatbarina de 
P alamos y tte .Widow of a 5p<z»j|(2> Colonel, who 
had left herin very gpod Circumft^nces. She was 
about thirty Years of Age, and br/gd up with her, 
out of Charity^ her Niece^^<//^,, the Daughter 
of her Sifter, who was marked to another ^pamjh 
Officer, who dying with her Hufband of a pefti- 
lential Feyeif, left tki? Qirl, ai heiplefs Orph^^ 
The Woojen werfc both beauiifu' , an4 both ampi' 
rous; but as. they were Wpmeri pf Honour, thejr 
found it difficult to match theajfelves, though 
nothing would have beene^ifi^i: ?hW tq Jiave found 
• .». Gallants, 
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^Warits.* IliHMlf fbi-' them, ; 6nis of their 
MkiAsyy^^^ had been aCuftomer 

td a'jt^orttine-4'dleV^'w had told 

heripany ftranj^^ Thtilgs. ' Women' are naturally 
cfpmfriuriicativ^i ^ and lb the Stbry* reached both 
file Lacfies Ears. When they were alone, Donna 
^ Ifdhella c(kx\di n6t'' help expreffitig a ftrong Dc- 
fire , to have her Fontinetpld, .Her Aunt re- 
proved He;^ faintly,'' but at laft confeated, on Con- 
aition, that fhe werit >vith hef, not out of Curi* 
ofity;- asliie prpftfs'd, but merely by 'way ofPre- 
caucibni. The young Lady eagerly embraced the 
Propbfal, and thb Calabriarr Wench led them to 
the Conjurer's'Lodgings'' 'Hepafs*dfor a Greek 
Phyfician, but was afterwards difcover'd to be a 
^5^V/7/V^ Monk, who had efcaped from his Con- 
vent, and after leading a diffolute Life in various 
Difguifes for three or four Years, at length; took 
up this, by whrch he made incredible Sums of 
Money. . ^. 

He entertaih'd bur Ladies with all the Polite- 
.^nefs ifriaginable, diicourfed with them on a Variety 
of Subjeds, and baling by this means pick'd out 
of them certain Circumftances, while his Servant 
pradifed in the like Manner on/their Maid; ^t 

/laft/ under Pretence of withdrawing to confult his 
Boofo, 'he took an' Opportunity of comparing 
their Obfervations ; and then returning to the 

; Women, farpriz'd them with wonderful Difco- 
veries. The Iffue (Jf this Conference was, that 
he promifed for five Piftoles to fhow them in a 
G!^fs, the Figure of the Perfon who fhould firlt 

^make his Addrefles at their Houfe, which he un- 

;'dertook to do thi^ next Afternoon. The Ladies 
then returned Hohie, not a little amaz'd at what 

' t!t^ heard, and ftill more impatient about what 

they 
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they were to fee. At the appointod Hour they 
came to the Dodtor^s Apartment, where, after 
drinking a Pifh or two of Chocolate, ^ Servant 
cntred with a Perfuming Pot, and incens'd the 
Room/ After this the Dodor put on a White 
Robe like a Surplice, and taking ^ l^rge Book 
richly gilt, ricad out of it, in ari unknown Tongue, 
five or fix Minutes. Then he fet a little Table 
in the middle of the Room, upon which he plac'd 
isui oval Looking-glafs, which having adjufted in 
its Frame, he fprinkled with a rich Perfume,, and ' 
after muttering two or three hard Words, the La- 
dies who fat on each Side the Glafs, faw ^ very 
handfome Gentleman appear therein. He was 
drcfled after the Spanijh Manner, rcfting his right 
Hand on his Sword, and holding in his Left a 
Batten. After they confidcred him attentively for 
feme Minutes, he difappeared in an Inftant •, upon 
which they gave the Doftor the five Piftoles, and 
went home highly pleas'd. ^ 

The Sfanijh Gavalier, you need not doubt, was 
frequently the Subjeft of their Converfations. By 
Degrees, each of the Ladies began to claim him, 
which quickly produced a Coldnels, and at laft 
begat a Hatred- 'DonnTi Ifabella being intimately 
acquainted with a Lady of her own Age, the 
Daughter of a Neapolitan Lqrd, fhe told her the 
Story in great Confidence. The Lady being 
mightily pleased with it, related it to her Mother ; 
and the End of the Bufinefs ^a^:, that before three 
Weeks elaps'd, the Aunt, the Niece, the Cala- 
hrian Maid, the Greek Phyfican, and his Valet, had 
all feparate Apartments in the Prifon of the Holy 
Office. The pretended Conjurer confefs'd upon 
the Rack, that his Lookipg Glafs was a Concave 
Mirror, which by magnifying an cnamcrd Pidure, 

plac'd 
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'i>lacM in an oppofite Pannel; exhibited the Figuit 
the Ladies faw. They fufFered however dearly for 
their Indifcretion, being both fent to do Ptnance 
in Cotivcnts at a great Diftance from Naples i 21s 
for the Maid, Ihe was adjudged to live upon Bread 
and Water for twelve Months, and the Conjurer 
and his Man were fent to the Galleys, the former 
for Life, the latter for five Years. It was, after 
he was aftuially on board^ that the pretend^ 
Greek was difcoycred to be a Monk, by the Galley's 
putting into ^. Port of Sicily, where he fell again 
into the Prifon of the Inquifition, and what is be- 
come of him fincel cannot tell. 

I have reteivcd all your Letters, and have been 
equally diverted with your entertaining Narrations, 
and improved by your judicious Refleftions. At 
firft I could not help wbndering how you could 
be diverted amongft fuch Savages as the Lapkmd&s 
are faid, and you allow them to be; but when I 
recollefted your great Propenfity to philofophize 
on human Nature, and to make your own rather 
than any other Species your Study ; I faw, or at 
lead I fancied I faw, what it was that charmed 
you in thofe Deferts, and made the Difcourfes of 
thefe wild People not only bearable but pleafant. 
The City of Afiracan is a Place I know only 
by Report, and by finding its Situation in a 
Map. The Accounts I have had of it, ahd in- 
deed of the Ruffian Empire in general, fcem to 
be equally inconfifi^nt and unintelligible. Some" 
Writers aflure us, that they find there all Things 
pleafant and agreeable, and others reprefent it as 
little better than a wild Wafte, inhabited by Na- 
tions as rude as the Wildernefs in which they 
dwell. Set me right in this, in your next, be- 
caufq I am (hortly to go to Rme, and our Cor- 

> rcfpondcncc 
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refpoadence will be thereby ^ interrupted fprf/om^ 
Time. When I return, 1 wilj en4eavour 19 far 
tisfy your Curiofity as to Ij^iwrt^^^n^ will giyi 
you my Thoughts on the State pf Trade inJtafyy 
for your Corredtion rather than Infoirnation. ;^ 
The Confidence you repofe in me, ' with refpedjt 
tp the Neapolitans^^ I hope I .(hall deferve^ becauje 
if I am at all acquainted with my own Heatt, I 
think I can fafely fay, that I have no Prejudice a- 
gainft the People of Naples^ in which City I rq- 
ceiv'd many more Civilities than I had reafon to 
cxpeft, and which it would be very ungrateful in 
me to forget. I believe I (hall write this Day 
fortnight by Capt. D. My Father's laft Letter 
acknowledges, in very cxprefliYe Terms, a Kind- 
nefs you have done him; I defire yoH will add my 
Thanjts to his, and be afTured, that however 
narrow my Abilities may prove in returning^ my 
Gratitude (hall be ever retentive in remembring, 
the Obligations which bind me to your Friend- 
fhip and Service, v 

Dec. 1709. HILJRIO. 



LETT E R X. '; 

PHILINTUS /^ HILARIO. 

IH A V E juft received your laft Letter, and 
the Box ot Curiofities yop was fo kind as to 
ftrnd me. I was down in Deriyjhire when the 
Captain arrived, and when I came back, he was 

gone 
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gone to HpilanJ. But within twa Days^^after Ws 
Return, he preftftted me with your FAvouf, 6f 
which more hereafter, when I have thoroughly 
cohfidered its Contents^. You are v«ry complai- 
fant in what you are plcis*d to fay of my Letters, 
which tb t^ll you the Truth, I ztti afrafid have 
tired you, becaufe I kndw every! Man i^.tiot al- 
together fo fond of the IL^izwrfrrj as I am.. To 
make you amends, I will write tKis Letter cxadly 
as you direft; I will g^t you the beft Account J 
can of the City and Kingdom of JJiracin^zndzftcT' 
wards proceed to take away thofc Inconfiftcncies of 
which you Complain fo much, in the DefcriptioBS 
you have received of the Ruffian Empire. But be- 
fore I proceed to this you muft indulge me^ a few 
Remarks on ypur laft Lettei"; » » 

The Accounts you gave me fafflcieotly dc- 
monftratc, that the Inquifition in Italy \% not, 
abfolutcly fo terrible as the Inquifition in Spain^ or 
the Inquifition in Pmugali, hut ftill it is terrible 
enough. For my Part, i cannot help thinkirtg 
that even the Lenity pradis'd in Uafy^ is the 
EfFeft rather of political Prudence, thaa either 
the Temper or Rdigibn of the Italtdn Clergy, of 
which, to tell you the Truth, I entertain no good 
Opinion. It fares with fuch as o6Fend the holy 
Office in Italy^ as it does with the Czar*s Subjedls 
who live on the Frontiers 5 they are treated like 
Slaves, but ftill they are better treated than the 
Slaves who live in the Heart of his^ Domimons^ 
not becaufe their Governors have more Compaflion 
for them, or have themfelves any better Notions 
of their Duty, but from an Apprelienfion that 
by putting themfelves under the Protedioh of 
fome foreign Prince, thefe People might be/ dif- 
engaged from alf future Subjcftion. We are 

apt 
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mf t to rc3&myl my Friend^ from 'Jif'hings weknow- 
If there be any thing hae0i or imjuft in my Com- 
puifon> I ihall readily ^knowledge it, on Con- 
vidtion ; but to tell you the Truth, I have heard 
fo much of the Policy, and fo little <rf" the Piety 
of the Aalian Clergy, and efpecially of the Court 
of Rcmej that whenever I can account for an Ac* 
tion, by referring it to the former, I am not over 
apt to afcribe it to the latter. Perhaps I am too 
rigid, and perhaps too I am in the l^ight. 

In the Spring of the Year 1692, I returned 
from Stockbatin to Amfterdamj where I continued 
till Autumn, and then embark'd on board an 
Engtifi) Vcflel for Archangel. That Veffel was 
freighted by my Relations^ and I was appointed 
to take Care of the Cargo, and to relieve a 
Coalin of niine who had tfeen three Years in 
Ruffia. We failed the firft of Auguft^ and had an 
indifier'ent PafTage. I will not ftop to tranfcribe 
any of our little Aceidents from my Journal, but 
I cannot avoid telling you what I learned from a 
Pilot on board, who was born of Dutch Parents, 
zt Berghen in Norway. There happened fome 
Difcourfo(»)e Evening in the great Cabbin, of the 
ftrange Feats performed by certain Northern Magi- 
cians, and particularly of the Certainty there was, 
that fbrne ^^fy^^ir^ Witches can fell Winds. The 
Pilot and I lay together, and when we were going 
to Bed, he fell a laughing. As he was a grave Man, 
I took No^ce of it, and aflced him what made 
him fo merry ? The Stories we have heard To-night, 
replied he, which arie all falfe to my Knowledge. 
That the Inhabitants of IfeUmd know more of 
Winds than any other PcopW, is true; but that 
they have Power over them is equally abfurd, 
and contrary to Matter of Fafl:. The Sea com- 

municates 
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municates by fome fubterraneous Pafllages, with 
certain Caverns in the Heart of that Ifland, 
rlQng fomecimes on one Side, fometimes on the 
other, tp certain Heights; by which the People 
know exadly what Winds will blow on th^ Coaft 
within a certain Number of Hours. When they 
arc follicited to fell a Wind, they put the Perfoni 
off till, by their Obfervations in their Caverns, 
they apprehend fuch a Wind will ihortly blow. 
Then they flrike a Bargain ; upoa which the Ift* 
Lmd Man or Woman delivers the Stranger an 
H^kerchief, in which they tye one or more 
Knpts, fluttering all the Time, certain uncouth 
aajd unmeaning Sounds, and making alfo the moil 
fiorrible Grimaces. Thefe they diredl to be untied 
at the Time they fuppofe the Wind will blow, 
which as foon ask fprixigs up, the Stronger, without 
riie leaft Hefitation, refers to the Devils of Ife- 
Imdy who havereally nothing to do witnthe Matter. 
iThus, my Friend, you fee, that the Pretenders to 
Witchcraft in t\x<^ Nortby as well as zt Naples^ 
are very thorough- paced Cheats, but by no means 
Conjurers. But methinks the natural Curiofity of 
i;he Sea's rifing in the Caverns of IJeland^ deferves 
to be better enquired into, becaufe I Have heardf 
very experienced Seaman fay, what fcems in fome 
Meafure to confirm it, viz. ^at fFindsrife out of 
ibe Sea. 

On the fecond of. Septemher^ we arrived in the 
Road ojf Anbaf^ely an^r having paft round ali 
the Coaft of Norwty^ the Danijh^ Swedifb^ and 
MufcQviU Lapland. Archangel is far from being 
eithuer a large or handfome Town. The Buildings 
are very mean, and the Streets are fo cumbred 
with Besoms and Planks, that it is really almoft 
impoflible to walk through them without Danger 

L of 
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6f breaking one's Neckj yet becaufe the Trad* 
carry *d on here is attended with Profit, there ii 
flever Wanting a Multitude bf Shipping, tho' in a 
dangerous troublefortie Road. When we werd 
there, thfe Number of Vcflfels aniounted to about 
an hundred ahd fifty, of which the JE^^^ and 
t)utcb were by' Far the greater Part. In the Suih^ 
nier, the Couhtry adjoining is ^xtremely^kafanti 
pretty e^fly ih the Winter, that is, as foon as thri 
Snow wrli liear a.Siedgd, the Traders rehiovfe 
frbni hente to Mo f cow ^ and other Placei; Tltc«i 
fe a prbdigibbs Plenty at ArcbMgel^ of till Sorti 
6f FtefhVf ffli, and Fowli gbod in thefr Kihd| 
4nd eiceffiVtQr^ cheap. The Trade tari^^d ori 
he^e Js gffeVj infomucK iihat the Czar raifes^ 
Revenute Dv Vay of Cuftom of between fifty and 
fixty thouiarit) Poyi^ds a Year. In the latter End 
of thfe Mohih of December^ 'I left Jrcbangeii art<| 
travelled by L^nd to Mofctytv^ the Capital of th^ 
tluj/tan^mpjtc^ and feated nearly in the Midft 
of it. ' It ftands on a Kttle ' River of the fame 
Namc^, aiid afford^'a^ery pleafant Profpta at If 
Diftance, wlildi is, 1 think, the utmoft that. car^ 
be ftid of it, fince there is !np City in Eurifpe^ aH 
t^^hich a Min'of Senfe woufd lefe willingly refidS.^ 
The C6ld is incredibly piercing in the Wintei^i' 
the Scifmnet Heats troiiblefome enough, moft of 
the Streets are planked, which renders them ^ 
qually ugly and dangerous, jind their wotxJeij 
Houfes expofing them to fn^qtoent Fires, bhd 
can hardly tell how to pafs dhe's Times quietly and 
in Safety, either within Cbojs pr without; but 
\yithall,'. this Mofcow is a Ver^jr fafge City, land 
Very pbpulous, 

T6 lay thfe Truth : this t^art of the Empire of 
Mufcoi^y or rather of Rstffia^ would be every 

where 
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where through^ly peoplM, if it was not for Errors 
in Government, which are of fuch a Naturi^^ as 
to cut off and deftroy far greater Numbers ihan 
in any other Part of the World* it wqi^j^ re- 
quire a great deal of Room to give a fullrw^k^icourtt 
of tl?^| Matter ; yet, as I havQ mentioned it, I think 
it but fair to fay fomething to you cqnceroipg it* 
3HCeretofore the Czars of Imfctruy were wont .to 
diviU9^thei/^I)ominiops arborngft their Male Off- 
Ipringj and thofe Princes again divided their 
States in the fame Mapner -, which Cuflon^, in the 
End, prov'd fo prejudicial to the Monarchy, that 
^e Cz^r, from being a great and potent,v became 
j^t laCk but apetty Prince himfelf* This produc*dt 
in ^the fixtccnth Century, an, entire Change in thi 
Ruffian Copftitution, which however could not be 
brought about but by feveral ^yars, and a great 
Eiffufion of Blood, which, by Degrees occafipn^d 
fuch a Spirit of Difloyalty, as extingujfli'd the 
imperial Family. This of Rdmanxow^ which 
reigns at prefent^ cam^ in by Elei^ion^ and has in , 
Its Turn, fuffered ypry feverely from feipaleCoun^ * 
felsj and-popular Difqontents. Thus, my Friend^ 
you fee the true Caufes of! frequent Confpirax^^es* 
and frequent Execution^, which however neceflary 
to the immediate Prefervation of a State^, never 
fail to weaken its Conflitution. To thefe Caufef 
are owing the bringing in of Foreigners, apd en? 
crufting them with, greajtQjfices, which is a wrong 
Strain of Politics in any Country, becaufe i| v 
really produces that Evil which it ]pretends;to c^re^ 
and becomes the C^aufe of whatit wpuld be thought 
the Effe^. v For ;he Natives of a ppuntry; feeing 
Strangeijs prefer'd before them, Jofe aU Senfe of 
t^atriotifm, and becon^e incorrigibly faithl^s^>d 
obftinate. This is precifely the Cafe of the Muf- 
L 2 cGviteSy 
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covites^ at this Day ; for they abhor Foreigners, a^d 
foreign Cuftonis, not frond their want of Senfe, 
or becaufe they do not diftinguifti their own Fail- 
iogs, but becaufe Foreigners have been brought 
to lord it over them; and their Princes have 
ihown an unexampled Barbarifm in their pretend- 
ed Reformations. This has chang'd the Difpo- 
fition of the People ; and if my Penetration does not 
abfolutely fail me, they are lefs like to be civiliz'd 
now than ever, and of Confequence the Arts of 
Peace will never flourifti long here, or produce an 
even, fettled, and lafting Conftitution. But to 
leave thefe Notions, and return again to Fads: 
The ^Intent of my going to AJtracan^ was to 
affift in managing a Branch of Trade which hzA 
of late grown very confiderable. This was ibc 
Saltpeter-Works. Some Englifh fettled in the Ci^ 
had encouraged them at the Beginning, and had 
mianag'd Matters fo dexteroufly, as to make a 
very confiderable Profit, with very little Noifc. 
Aftracan is feated in an Ifland made by the Volga^ 
and was formerly the Capital of a little Kingdom, 
or Tartar Principality, diftinguifh'd by its Name. 
It is the firft great City in the Czar's Jftatic Do- 
minions, and much the pleafantefti faw through- 
out them. Its Situation is excellent, confider it 
in what Light you will, fince it is extremely 
pleafant, capable of being well fortify'd, and at 
the fame Time ftands conveniently for Tra^: i 
In this City, one fees aa amazing Variety of m- 
tions, alt differing in their Religions and Cuftonis. 
For befides the Mufcovites^ who inhabit the City, 
and cbmpofe the Garrifbn, there are Merchants^ 
here from almoft all Parts of Europe. The 
Tartars, whom the Mufc(nntes2iffc& to czUlfidiaTts^ 
have a Suburb to themfelves, where I can affure 

you. 
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you, they live neatly and conveniently, and feeni 
rather to exceed than to fall fhort of the RuJ/tans^ 
in the Regularity of theif Condud, and in the • 
Purity of their Manners. The Armenians have 
alfo a Faftory, where they do a great deal of 
Bufinefe, and acquire a great deal of Money. 
One fees aHp^erchants Irom all the Provinces* 
of the ^^rfian Dominions at Aftracan^ which en- 
joys ^ood Climate and great Plenty?k 'Tis true, 
that for two Months the Summer is cxceffively 

j^jK)t, and their W|ill^€r is rude in .proportion, [ 
during the lime Space. But^ill one is better 

I? accommodated here than in other Parts o^Ruffia ; 
and, though the Cold b^Vry (harp, yet it is 
far from being fo piercing as at Mofcow.^ As ^ 
Aftracan (lands on the Frontiers both of ^urofe 
a^ Afia^ it partakes of the Advwicages o^lsoth. 
vTKc FruitsJ^and efpecially the Grapes an(J the 
^ Melons, a/^ excellent. The Cattle are largef and 
ftrong, and they have a great Number of^ood 
Horfes for^all tJfes, which feed in the ^^!fefit 
Paftures; Of Rivei;-Fifh, they have an incon- 
ceivable Plenty, and of the b^ft Sorts, and draw 
alfo a vaft Supply frum the Neighbourhood of 

gfe the Caffian Sea. You may therefore take it on 

^ my Word, that this is one of the fineft Jewels in 
flft^ Czar's Crown, and has this Advantage o\^ef 

^ otiler Jewels, that it may be made much more 

^valuable than it is. • ' 

^ "^ I am no>j|,to fpeak of the Difficulties you arc 
tinder, concerning the Accounts you have met 
with of the Ruffian Empire. In the firft Place, 
I muft remark, that few of our Accounts are to 
be depended upon. Some indeed there are, writ- 
^ ten in the German Tongue, which are very cu- 
rious, and as far as may be, authentick. i»Ifay, / 
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as % as m^y be ; for it would require the utmpft . 
Stretch of the Czar's Power to obtain an' accurate 
Survey of his Dominions. On the North,, they 
have the fame Bounds with the World, their 
Goaft being determinedly that which is called 
the Icy Sea ; beyond which, if there be any Land> 
it has rem^n'd hitherto undifcover'd. On the 
North Eaft they have Great Tartary, which, tho* 
thinly inhabited, contains various Nations. Low- 
er down, their Frontiers ftretch even to China 
itfelf, with which, if once.^ good Gov^ernment 
was efl:abli{h*d in Ruffian an advantageous Trade*^ 
might be open'd, fuch a one perhaps as would 
afFed the general State of Commerce in Eurofe\ 
but I, fay only, that this might, and not th^t it 
(ever will happen. The Ruffians alfo border on 
thtPe^anSy and carry onfome Trade with theqi 
by the Cafpian. This likewife is yery improve 
ablcjfc and which is fomewhat extraordinary in fo 
vaft a Frontier, the Ruffians have very little to 
apprehend from their Neighbours, there being 
none, except the Tartars^ whofelnterefts are not the 
fame with theirs ; and as for thefe, they are not 
very formidable at this Time of Efay. The Crim 
Tartars lie between Ruffia and t\\t Turkijh Do- 
minions ; and therefore, though they are but bad 
Neighbours, yet it is certain, that they keep the 
Ruffians from worfe. Farther to the Welt, lies 
Poland^ and its Dependences, a noble Kingdom^ 
and a gallant People; but fo broken of late Years 
by Factions, that a more wretched ^uation can 
fcarce be imagined than that which they are now 
in, and from which there are little Hopes they 
will ever recover, fince all their Neighbours think 
it their Intereft to keep thepi as they are. A 
hriik Xurki/i War muft determine their Fate, by. 

making 



m9king tl^em fibfejutfs Slaves, or abfojutdy free. 
The North We^ PquncJ^y of Rufy ijs ^g^inft 
1^ SwedtSy who have . been hep^tofore their 
dangerous Enemies, ajcvjm^y befo again. Con- 
ii^r, Hilarioy the Difi;ereQcc btty^ttnNGva Zembh 
^d 4^r^/?«, hstrween t)ie Frpn tiers of Sweden^ 
^nd thofe of Greaf Tarii^ryy you wiU eafily per- 
ceive that the incioiied Space naLfft contaia a vaft 
Variety of Climates and Coui^trics, ai;id ^11 pf 
thefe again fybjed to a great Variety of Seafons, 
As Travellers fpei^Jc moftly of Plates juft as they 
found them, you cannot wonder tl>^f thpfc whp 
pafs through the Territories of the Czar, report 
fo many feeming Contradi<5tioos, efpecjally when 
I add, that no Coiuitries in the World differ fp 
much as certain Provinces of this F^mpife differ 
from themfelves, ip the Depth of Winfer,and in 
the Beginning of Summer. 

There are not hojvever greater Contrai:feties in 
thefe Defcriptions, than in the conjeftural Accounts 
which our Politicians afford us of the Genius and 
Power of the Iniiabitants qf this Empire. Some 
would perfuade us, that the Czar is the mod 

Eotent Prince in Europe ; and that he is able to 
ring prodigious A^W^s \nto the Field. Others 
again treat him as a kind of a Tartar Prince, who 
bears a tyrannical Power over a Nation of Bar- 
barians. The Tnith is, that the Ruffian Monarch 
hath in his Hands, Means of making himfelf 
much more, donfiderable than any of the Northern 
Powers. But then it requires a great reach in 
Policy, properly to apply even the means he has 
in his Hands. A Czar who will be truly great, 
muft fo govern as to have the Hearts of his Sub- 
jefts,. which few Princes of this Country think of, 
jHTe muft live upon fair Terms with the Tartats^ 
h 4 ^nd 
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and with the Perfians^ becaufc the former are 
always in a Capacity to do him Hurt, and the 
latter are equally capable and well inclined to do 
him Service. By this means, one half of his 
large Frontiers would be covered from all In- 
fults. He muft, befides, obtain the Friendfhip c^ 
the P^Z^j, I fpeak of the Nation, not of their 
Kings, which he may cafily do, if he protects their 
Liberties. He may then entertain either Peace 
or War with the Swedes^ as the Circumftanccs of 
his Affairs dircdl. But thefe are difficult Talks, 
and I will venture to predift, that Ruffia will air- 
ways n>ake an unequal Figure, fliining ibmetimes 
like a fixM Star, and wandering at others, like 
a Meteor, according to the Wifdom of the Prince 
who governs, and his choofing Natives or Foreign- 
ers for his Council. I have already exceeded all 
Bounds, and have only Space enough to conclude 
with an Aflurance that I am. 



Moft affeHioMtely 

Tour Friend and Servant^ 
PHILINTUS. 
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L E T T E R XI. 
H I L A R I O /^ P H I L I N T U S. 

IN my former Letters I have faid fo much of 
the Buildings of the City of Naples^ that I will 
now pafs immediately to its Inhabitants, in order 
to acccomplilh in the beft manner I am able, the 
Talk you have impofed. I ought in the firft Place 
to give you fome Account of their Number, but 
this I confefs I am abfolutely unable to do, tho' I 
took fome Pains about it; if you will be content 
with the beft Guefs I can make, I fhall aKTign 
three hundred thoufand as pretty near the Truth, 
at leaft it is not above it. Gf thefe I reckon the 
tenth Part belong to the Church, there being 
certainly more Priefts and Monks in Naples than 
in any other City in Chriftendom. As to the 
Riches of the Inhabitants, if one was to form 
an Idea of it from the Magnificence of the 
Churches, and from the Wealth that is trtefured 
up in them, one Ihou'd imagine fcarce any City in 
the Wrfrld could exceed Napks. On the other hand 
if one confiders the Number of Vagabonds, Beg- 
garsv and other idle People which fwarm in thii 
City and its Neighbourhood, one would be apt 
to believe, that Naples muft be exceffively poor. 
The b€;tter Method of judging is to examine the, 
manner in which the Inhabitants live, for where 
there is a greatf deal fpent, there muft be a great 
deal got. Nothing is more certain, than that the 
Expcnce of the Neapolitans is very large, for the 

People 
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People are naturally inclined to Luxury. The 
adjacent Country is fruitful, and their Markets 
are always well ftockM. Another fyf eilmd i){ 
computing Riches which feldom deceive^ us, is 
confidering the Income of thofe whofe Circum- 
ftances we would know. That the Nobility of 
Naples are e?:trcniiely rich is a Point not to be 
queftioned ; and that the Traders .of Naples, ac- 
quire great Eftates has been tilt lately as *i$ble; 
there &ing all the Marks of Plenty, not only in 
the Houfes of their richer Merchants, butalfo erf" 
their ordinary Tradefmen, that are any where to 
be feen. A third Argument of (lie Wealth of 
Nicies is the Uniformity of their Houfes^ in all 
Other Cities as there are fome large and ftacely^ 
tliere are others mean and bafe, but in Naples we 
jee none of the latter, ^11 the Houfes in the City 
^ing three Stories high, and remarkably hand* 
fome. 

As to the Government of the Kingdom of Na-* 
pies I fliall fay nothing of it, for as it is the mpf^ 
fluftuatipg in t;be World, fo no Account can fie 
it long; but as to that of the City it is a v^ 
go^d, and .thicrcfore deferve? to be mentiq^'d. 
Xbe Nobility of Naples are divided into five 
Clafles, or. as the Neapolitans ftile them Seggi^ tha^ 
Is, fuch of the Nobility as incline to meddle with 
publick Affairs, for there are fome who ^thar 
through Indolence, or for fome better tho* qiore 
private Reaion, will nof be enroled of any dafs^ 
£ach of thefe ClafTes hath its publick Hall, whera 
its Members meet and confult about their Affairs, 
vnder the Diredion of a J^rcfident, who is ftile4 
jbe Eled of fuch a Clafs. Befides thefe, there i^ 
a fixth Clafs of the Citizens or People, the Pre-r 
jSdent of which '\s alfo ftiled the Eled of the 

People^ 



People, tho' in Faft be is not ihofcn by thcm^i 

but nanjed by the Viceroy; and wh/ercas tbePrcr 

fidents pf the Nobility are annually chofen, the 

Sleft of tbe People contijiues in his Office during 

the Viceroy's Pleafure. In thefe Councils all thofe 

Articles are regulated which belong to tEe.Ldeu- 

• iemmt de Police at Paris j that is to fay, they take 

Care to fee the Walls of the City well prefcrv^d, 

die Streets well paved, and the Fountains, of which 

^ey have many, and not a few very fine ones, kept 

m ^od Order ; but above all they take Care of 

the Markets, that they be well fcrv'd, and that 

the People arc not ioipofed upon; which is a 

Matter of greater Importance in Naples than in 

any other City in the World, becaufe the Populace 

are very apt to rebel, and never fail to do it on 

the firft Appearance of Scarcity, which has one 

good Effeft, that it keeps their Governors to their 

Duty. But as Cowards are always bragging of 

their Valour, fo the City of Naples boafts of its 

Loyalty ; of this there was a pleafant Inftance in 

the late Revolution, in Favour of the Germans^ 

of which they fold a very exaft Account, under 

the Title of, The Twenty-Jirfi Rebellion of the mofi 

faithful City of Naples. I fay nothing to you of 

that extraordinary Event, becaufe I doubt wc 

Ihould differ about it in our Opinions, and I 

would by no means difpute with you on fo trifling 

^ Subjedt as Neapolitan Loyalty. One Thing i$ 

certain, that tho' the Neapolitans have been fo 

long fubjedt to Foreigners, yet they have a great 

Love for Liberty, which their Mafters are apt to 

call LicentioufneJs, and are commonly ready tp 

make very bold Attempts, if they find it invaded, 

without the Appearance pf a regular Army to fup- 

port the Government's new Prctenfions j for in that 

Cafe 
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Cafe they are dipofed to be quiet ; that is, they, 
defer expreffing their Refentments ta a more 
proper Time. 

Never were any People fo fond of Shows as the 
Inhabitants of this City, which is the true Reafon 
why they are fuch Bigots to Popery. This Reli- 
gion affords them fuch ample Opportunities of 
building and adorning Churches, and religious 
Houfes, fo many Hblidays, and fuch pompous 
Proceflions, that the Love of Finery does as much 
as could be expefted from a Spirit of Religion. kU 
Degrees of People exprefs an extraordinary Zeal 
for the Church, nor do they grudge any Expence 
where its Honour is or is thought to be any way con- 
cerned. This Difpofition you may be fure is cul- 
tivated by the Clergy, who have indeed the beft 
Strain of mendicant Eloquence perhaps in the 
whole World. Neither are they wanting in their 
Refpeft to State Holidays, when there is a great- 
er Parade at Naples than I have ever feen any 
where elfe, and which to me feems fingular, ' the 
meaneft of the People fliare in the Entertainments 
onfuchOccafions; f here being Pageants exhibited 
before the Palace of the Viceroy, adorned with all 
forts of Eatables, which when he and the Nobility 
about him have looked upon a little while, are a- 
bandoned to the Teeth of the Populace. While the 
Spanijh Government fubfifted, there were many 
fumptuary Laws in Force, by no means agreeable 
to |he Neapolitans -, they were therefore in Hopes, 
that when they changed their Matters, they ihould 
have been at Liberty to fquander as faft as they 
pleafed, but it has proved quite btherwife, the 
fame Laws being ftill in Force, which obliges a 
Neapolitan Nobleman to keep his Money in his 
Pocket however unwillingly •, but in the Country, 

and 
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and wherever elfe they have an Opportunity of 
difpkying their Profufion, you may fee the moft 
glaring Marks of it in their Drefs and Furniture^ 
their Equipages, and their Servants, To fay the 
Truth, as this Paffion for Grandeur occafions fonic 
Inconveniencies, fo in other Refpedl^ it is of Ufe. 
The Goldfpiths and Siiverfmiths of Napks have 
Shops exjtremely well furniflied, and are very tih 
pert in their Profeffions, efpccially in making 
* Church Plate, for which there is a conftant Dc-^ 
mand, not only for the Churches of their own 
City, but for thofe of other Parts of Itaf^ ; the 
fame may be faid of their fine Silks, their Soap$ 
and Perfumes, which tho' originally produced by 
the Luxury, may now pafs for Inflances of the 
Induftry of the People of NapJ^Sy fince they worlt 
hard in making, and gain confiderably by vend- 
ing them. 

. ,0f the Learning of the Neapolii^ns I have 
fprmcrly fpoken, not much to their Advantage; 
I muft however acknowledge, there are Ac^de- 
mie3 or Aflemblies, where Men of Reading jmd 
good Senfe meet together, and diyert themfcives 
with curioMS and pleafant Difcourfes. Don Frm- 
cifco Caraffa c^rry^d me to' one of them, where 
I heard a very grave Diflertation on tht Fairs of 
the ancient RomfinSj which tho' full of deep 
Reading, was delivered in fp lively a Stile, that 
it was impoflible not to be pleafed with it. At 
another Aflembly I heard a young Ecclefiaftick 
pronounce ^ I)i£ppurfe or Oration, pn the Fidelity 
piDogSi aii odd ^Sq^jeft, and in that Refped ,tt^ 
more proper for ^n Italian Wit j^ he handled it 
very dextroufty, and did Juftice particularly to 
our Ifland, wherein he faid were the bell Dogs in 
the WorldTj but the moft finilhed J&xercife oF this 

kind 
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kind m Wi&ch 1 W^ t^tr ah fiar Witnefs waS^, Wit 
Bfquiry into the OHgin of Dancing yby ^ Rman Gfen- 
ttemany who ^x^iiiined the Fpint fif^ft in a Philo- 
fephicil, then in a HiftoricaU and laftly m 4 
moral Light. From the Beauty of firch Effiys^ 
cat may fafely GOncludci th^t it h the want of 
Ffeedom, and a genermis Education, which Mn- 
dersriie WUs of Naples from diftlng^Mng them- 
fclves dn thott important Subjefti; but fuch ii . 
their Misfofftiile, that betwceit the JcaloJfy of th^ 
Holy Office on the one Side, and of the Govern- 
ftienton the other, they are abfolutely difcourag*d 
from purfiiing any other than triffing Studies, 
fuch a^ may ferre rather to amufe them in xhtit 
fcrvile Condition, than inftruft them how tci 
better It. But how flight foever the Learning t 
have mentioned may feem, its Rarity makes it ap- 
pear valuable in Naples. Such is the general Ig- 
ftorance even of the better fort of People, that 
they will aflc you the moft abfurd Queftion^, 
and difcover fu(th ftrange Notions of Foreign 
Countries as arfe ^enough to niake the graveft Mari 
Jaugh, while on the other hand their profound 
Veneration for incredible Legends, and their fin- 
cere Attichrtient to the groflfeft Abfufdities of th6 
Popifti Religion, move at once our Pity and ou^ 
Spleen. But it is Time to leave fo difagreeable i 
Subjedt, and come to one more entertaining, ijit^. 
Che Humour or Difpofition of the Neapolitans ih 
general. 

. The Nobility and Gentry are a^ magnificent^ 
generous and polite People ; where they relifli th^ 
Humour 6f Strangers they are extremely courte- 
ous, otherwife a little referv'd. They are fond 
of Titles, and all other Marks of Honour-, by a 
fparihg Diftribi^tion of which the Spaniards iti^i 

nag*d 
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fiagM thtfm without iriucli 'troiibte to tfceriifclv^ii; 
or giving them atiy Ciufc of Diftjiritt; The 
middle Sort are exceffively foAd of SKbir AtA 
Pleafiire ; this makes thetn fpare no Coft^f either 
about religious Proce(!iohs^ or Drafmatk 'Etittt^ 
tainmcDts. They have liaturally a Relifh fot Mu^ 
fick, and I believe there are hot better Perfor- 
Iners in the World than fome Citiiens df iVii 
pkj^ who only play for their DiVerfiort. tht 
meaner Clafs are^ as in' all great Cities, eJcc^flively 
corrupt. This J know is the Poiiit about Mirhich 
you are curious, on Accout of the c^ntni^oa 
Chirafter b6rn by the tfeap$litansy ^/z. their be- 
ing the moft profligate of all the iMliaHS. To 
fpeak ingeniiouftyj I bfelieve it may bci fo j for when 
I confidcr the Number df Perlbhs condemned to 
the Galleys^annually, and the v^ Number of ViIj^ 
knies that are daily and hourly ck^mniited in 
that City, notwithftanding all the Care the Go-^ 
vernnient can take, it fceriis to be a demonftra- 
tive Proof, that the Mob are really more wicked 
here than elft where. For my Part T attribute all 
this to the Happinefs of their Situation^ and the 
Unhappinefs of their Education, the former in- 
vited, and the latter provokes them to all forts 6f 
Vices; to which th^dy are encouraged by alm6ft uni- 
verfal Example. ' A Neapolitan Nobleman fpendi 
a thir4 Part of his Tith^iat Romej another third 
Part at Naples^ and the lali four Months of thd 
Year at his Eftate ; in all theft Places Pleafure is 
his fole Purfuit, he fpcaks, he thinks,' he dreams of 
Nothing elfe. Of Gonfe^uenoe, his Dependants^ 
who meafurethe Worth of Things by the Efteem 
in whidi they are w;ith their Mafters, become as 
great Votaries to Pleafur^, andi from this turn of 
Mind, think all Things lawful which Contribute 

to 
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to thft Graufication of their Defines. A Notioii 
which renders the Prifons the bcft inhabited Quajr^ 
Ijers m N^les^ there being fometimes, as i hav^ 
been credibly informed, no lefs than two thQuj^d 
confin'dat once for Capital Offences; yet the 
Koads are hardly ever fafe, nor does ther^ pafs a 
Week .without fome memorable Exploit or other 
perfoirni'd by their Banditti, of which the Peop^ 
titlk with as much Freedom and Pleafure as if 
they were laudable Feats pf Arms; and this in 
my Jucigmentis a clear Proof of Epidemic Cor- 
•ruptioHv 

After all, there are in Naples as in London^ Pa- 
ris, apd other Places, a Mixture of good and 
of bad: tho* perhaps the Proportion of the latter, 
may be foipewha-totthc largeft, yet am I thorough- 
ly perfuadedj that, if Naples had Princes of 
her own, fhe. wowld be very quickly one of the 
moft confiderable Cities in Europe in every Re- 
fped; but while the People continue as they are, 
in Subjedion to another Power, who has vifibly^ 
no ianher Concern for them than the Shearer for 
his Sheep, that they may bring them as much as 
he can expefl: or they bear, we need not wonder 
at the State in which we fee them ; for fuch is the 
Frailty of human Nature, that where Virtue 
n^eets with no Reward, it is little pradlifed. The 
fame Thing that has happened to the Neapolitans 
ha$ happened more or lefs to all conquered States* 
What think you of the Change made in the 
Difpofition of the Greeks? Arc they not now be- 
come the meapeft and moft infignificant Natioa 
in Europe^ tho' once the moft confider*d. Thofc 
who think this owing to any Declenfion in their 
Parts are exceedingly miftakcn. The modern* 
Greeks ^xt as much indebted to Nature as their 

Anccftorsj 
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wondy a great CEconomift ? Do you not think I 
piail in Time become a Politician, and in Con- 
lequence c^ recovering my own Eftatc, pretend 
to fet publick Affairs right ? Depend on it, how- 
ever, that this Crotchet will nevei: feize me. I 
fhall always remain fatisfied with the State of 
Lite I am in, and be content to pay my Taxes 
and wifli well to my Country, without pretending 
to any Share in ruling it. If a Man has a narrow 
^Fortune, which was once my Cafe, ,he has enough 
•to do to regulate his Expences, fo as to live within 
.Compafs. And if Providence beftows on him a 
larger, it brings along with it Tuch a Change in 
.a Man's Way of living, as may bring him to 
"Want again, if he does not make a prydent Ufe of 
it.. At prcfent; therefore, I am inclin'd to think 
that few Men apply thcmfclves to the Study of 
, publick Affairs, without a View to their private 
Concerns ; and in this Light, a Man (ludies Po- 
liticks as he, does Law, that it may better both 
i his Eftate and his Reputation, which I am fa far 
from condemning, that I think it a very laudable 
Endeavour, and fuch an Inclination as L would' 
cultivate in any of the Childreh Providence fhould 
be pleas'd to give me. 

As the Weather begins to grow hot, and I have 
now no Bufin^fs which obliges me to continue in 
Town, I (hall in a Week's Time, make a Step 
into the Country, where if nothing extraordinary 
happens, I Ihall very willingly pafs away four or 
five Months. In thijt Space, Florimond^ I am de- 
termin'd not to be idle ; I will vifit every foot of 
Land I have in the County, and converfe with 
each of my Tenants. If they have any Grievances, 
I will redrefs them. If they make any reafonable 
Demands, I will comply with them, and if I can 

P 2 either 
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either think or hear of any Thing for their Ad- 
vantage, I will do my utmoft to procure it. I 
give you this not as my Charaftcr, but as the 
Charadter I fincerely wifti to have, or rather wilii 
to deferve. If therefore you either difceirn your- 
felf, or are informed by any Body elfe, that I 
digrefsfrom this Road, give me Notice of it, like 
a true Friend, that I may again get into the 
Track. We are here, Florimondy to do Good, and 
in doing this to others, we do it moft efieftually 
to ourfelves. A great Kftate is a Depofite len: 
in our Hands by Providence, of which we are one 
Day to give a ftrift Account. But when I talk 
to you of never being idle, I do not mean that 
I will never unbend or divert myfelf ; quite the 
contrary, 1 propofe to make fome Alterations 
in that Article alfo, and when, my Scheme fhall 
be fo perfedt as to be worthy your Perufal, which 
I prefume may be in a Day or two, it Ihall with- 
out Delay be tranfraitted for Approbation or A,- 
mendment. By that Time, I reckon Phaon will 
be at your Houfe, to whom I woUld alfo have it 
fhown; and whea it has his Concurrence, it 
will be Tim6 to think of putting it in Execution. 
Blefs me, I have written a moft voluminous Let- 
ter, as full of Egotifms as the Speech of a con- 
ceited Member, ft is well I write to a Friend, 
who with, all the Judgment, has none of the 
Malice of a Critick, and who will pardon any 
Thing in one who has the Honour to be with 
great Truth, his obliged, and obedient Friend and 
Servant, 

CELADON. 

LET. 
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LETTER XL 
;P«AON //7 FLORIMOND-, 

ON my return from Cambridge^ where inftcad 
of a few Hours, I made fhift to ftay a 
WeekJifcompleat ; I found Eliza fomewhat out 
of Order, which hindrcd me frond paying nxy 
Refpefts to you in Perfon. I am glad to find, 
by the Account your Servant brought, thit your 
Father is recovered, and begins to regain his 
Strength. I hope what I have to tell you, will 
rather forward the entire Reftitution of his Health, 
than endanger a Rclapfe. I was rcfolved to be 
at the Bottom of thisr Bufinefs, which induced me 
to fpend four whoje Days with the young Couple* 
and at their Entreaty I remained a fifth ; lb that 
you may fafely rely upon my Knowledge^ as I 
am pretty confident you will not diftruft my Sin- 
cerity. Thefe are Matters which #ill not bear 
cither trifling or varniftiing ; for where the well- 
being of a Parent and Son are at Stake, Truth 
ought to be told plainly. 

The Place where Leander*s Father-in-law lives, 
is far enough from being pleafant. The Country 
is fenny, and his Parfonage-Houfe (lands upon a 
Sort 01 Quagmire. From the firft View of it, 
I conceived a refpeftful Idea of its Owner, there 
being all poflible. Signs of a frugal Care, in ren- 
dring the Place as neat and as convenient as fuch 
a Situation would allow. He is himfelf about 
Sixty, a grave, fober Prieft, of a very honourable 
P3 Fa. 
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Family, , though very poorly provided for, his. 
Living being fcarce worth fifty Pounds. Hi$ 
Wife is the Daughter of a Baronet, and brought 
him three Thoufand Pounds, o^ the Intereft of 
which, and his fmall Living, %ty make a very 
pretty Figure. He has a Son, who by a Fright 
while in his Nurfe's Arms, is mop'd, and ^JD^ugh- 
ter, who is Leander\ Wife. She is turned of 
Seventeen, and witH a fine Perfon, has as 1much 
good Senfe and good Nature as any of her Sex. 
Leander firfl faw her at Chapel Prayers, ||(e only 
Time her Father ever carried her to Cambridge,. 
This was the Beginning of laft Spring, and al- 
'moft every Afternoon from that Time, Leand^ 
walk'd eight Miles, to enjoy a^Quarter of an Hour 
of his Miftrefs's Company. At length her Fa- 
ther thought proper to reftrain her from feeing 
him, which threvv hirfi into Fits, and puzzled the, 
whole Family. When he came a little to him- 
felf, he infilled on marrying Lucinda\ to whicfi 
her Parents agreed for no other Reafon than be- 
caufc^both their Lives were at Stake. In threa 
Days after, his Tutor difcovered it before, they 
had Time |& concert the proper Meafures fqr 
breaking it to ypur Family. Liicinda's Mother tel{s 
,me flic has preyail'd on her Brother to make a 
Journey from his own Houfein Kent^ tq yours; 
and that he will be v/ith you in two or three 
Days. J^eander informs me, that they have all 
written refpcftfully to your Father and Mother, 
yourfclf and Emelic:^ which I take to be perfeftly 
right. . ' 

I cannot fay, that all Things confidered, he is 
well married, in the Phrafe of tlie World \ but I 
will fwear for him, that he is happily married, 
fince he i3 difpos'd to be a good Hufpapd, and 
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flie will certainly make him a good Wife. Neither 
4° I apprehend that what is amifs in this TranC- 
;|ftion is beyond Remedy. On the contrary, I 
have a Scheme in mytPead will fet the whole 
Matter to rights, and make'both Families happy. 
In this, I reckon on an Adl of Kindnefs from 
Celadon^ which I am fure you wilj think no 'chi- 
merical Foundation. I underftand he will^ in a 
few Days, be at his Seat, otherwife I would have 
gone direftly Jjp London^ that your Father might 
be as foon as*offibie out of Pain. Leander^ and 
his Spoufq will be at my Houfe in two Days, when 
I intend to accompany them to yours, where ,1 
hope we fhall meet with a cheerful Welcome. 

'^he little Knowledge I have had of the World, 
gave mc fuch a Diflike to Leander^s Conduft, that 
when I left Cambridge, to go to his Father-in-law*s 
Houfe, I was refolved to rate him foundly. But 
when I faw his Wife, and confidered both their 
Ages, I found it irnpoffible to^be angry, and I 
believe not your Father only, but yourfelf, will 

^ find it impofljble too. There is a Sweetnefs in 
forrowing Beauty, which is fuperior to all the 
Eloquence of Words, and which, as foon% it is 
feen, effeftually perfuades, All that I could do, 
was to make a gentle Difcourfe on the Folly of 
provoking Parents, whicl) quickly drew Tears 
from them ; and thefe ftopt my Mouth. The old 
People, for they are both in Years, exprefs'd fuch 

, a Defire of making the young Couple happy, if 
poffible, that I confefs I was obliged to turn the 
Converfation fpeedily, to avoid melting into Tears 
^s well as they. For the fame Reafon, ! avoided 
entering particularly on this Subjedl, all the Time 
I rgmain'd there. 

P 4 In 
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In all Hifngs which rtgard Men, Reff)e3: mtift 
l)e had to their ConftitutiottS, and in judging of 
Things, we muft be attentive to CircumftanCft, 
Leandevj as I apprehend|l'^a^ been always tender 
in his Health; and as this Was the firft and only 
Paffion to which he was ever fubjedt, it had fucn 
a violent Eflfeft upon hinU, th^t I am c'dnvinc'd, if 
you had not heard of his Marriage, you tnuft 
have heard of his Death, 'the Marriage too, 
though it may not be altogether fxHJjj^ a one as you 
might approve, yet I arti fure it is far better tfj^h 
you believed it. As to Family and Virtue, Lucifida 
yields to no Lady in our Neighbourhood ; add ^s 
to Fortune, I have told you, that I haVe gdofd 
Hopes of fixing that, perhaps to your Satis- 
faftion. 

On the whole therefore, fince the young Man is 
^married, and fince his Marriage is no t)ifgrace to 
you, I hope what I have offered in his Behalf 
will meet with a favourable Reception. Eliza 
is a Suiter alfo for his Pardon j and as to my Fa- 
ther in-Law, he fays bluntly, he woiild give fiva 
thou|nnd Pounds to call the Girl his Uaughtet. 
Do not leave me in fufpence, but let me know by 
the Servant who brings this, what Ufage we are 
to meet with, when we bring the loft Sheep home. 
I don't know whether I fhould tell you, that he 
is more apprehenfive of his Sifter's Anger and 
yours, than of his Parents ; and he aflTures me, 
that he has fuch an Affeftion for you, that any 
continued Coldnefs would certainly break his Heart. 
It is with the higheft Satisfaftion I learn Celadon*s 
Succefs, and that I had a hand in it. He refers 
rne to you, for a long Letter on that SubjeA. Pray 
^Jet me have it returned by the Bearer. Our grave 
"Friend's Marriage to Clarinday is ^Ifo New3 to 



The RA*tONA^ AM9$EMl«rt; i2iy 

Wt. That you may not think I vifited Cambridge 
in vain, I have tranftated the Iktlkn Poem you re- 
commended to me, and will fend it as foon as I 
have Time- to look it over once more. My Pa- 
per puts tne in mind of telling you what is no 
News, That I Am heartily your Friend, and cvtr 
ready to Ihow myfelf your humble Servant, 

! PHAON. 
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LETTER XII. 

SOPHIA /^ ELIZA. 

1 Should be.extremely ungrateful, my dear Friend, 
if I did riot fpcedily and fmcerely return you 
my Thanks for the Afliftance you lately gave me. 
It was Emelia indeed, who thougfit of applying 
to your Spoufe, but I am fenfible that your In-» ' 
fluence was not wanting. When I fay I am fen- 
Able, I mean that the Succefs of Phaon^s Nego- 
tiation convinces me of it -, he could owe it to no- 
thing fo much as your good Wifhes. He was here 
Yefterday to vifit my Spoufe, who was gone to 
my Uncle's. I took this Opportunity to pay him 
in Perfon, the Thanks that were due to him for 
the Pains he took to ferve me, but I did not 
think that expreflive enough of the juft Senfe I 
have of the Kindnefs Ihewn by your Father in 
bearing him Company. 

Phaon was pleased to acquaint me with fome- 
thing he. called a Requeft to Cdadon^ and which 
/ ^' ■ I 
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I ani canftdent will have the Weight of a Com- 
.ipand. The Church in view of our Houfe is in 
my Hulband-s Gift, and is fuppofed to be fome- 
.what better than.t\vo hundred and fifty Pounds a 
^Year. P}:>aon propofed, that it Ihould be given 
to the Father-in-Law of Leander\ and if heinfifts 
upon it,, there is no doubt it will be done. But 
with the Help of our Chaplain, I think I have 
hit on a Bitter Expedient. The Parifh where 
Florimond lives is fpmewhatofalefs Value than this, 
for which the prefent Incumbent would gladly 
change ; and in that Cafe, the Father-in-Law of 
Leander may aifo keep the Benefice h^ has, it be- 
ing eighteen Miles nearer him ;han^ ours ; fo that 
he will have better than three hundred Pounds a 
Year. His Daughter, will in this Cafe, have two 
thoufand Pounds down. I think this is the Sub- 
ilance of what he told me -, and Celadon^ who is 
juft come in, fays it fhall be immediately complyfd 
with, our Parifh Prieft being in daily Expeftation 
of better Preferment m Torkfhire^ of which he is 
a Native. 

I am entirely of your Sppufe's Mind, that there 
is no need of fpeaking of this at ouf Friend's, tjU 
it is adlually done; in which Cafe L^^wi^r will cer- 
tainly be well provided for, without being fepara- 
ted from his Father, which was what the old 
Gentleman chiefly fear'd. Your Hufband is ex- 
tremely lucky, ' in adjufting Family-Difputes, nor 
do I apprehend any Expedient could have been 
thought of in this Cafe, equal to that which he has 
propofed, which the more we confider, the more 
Convenienceskfeems to have. P/??^(?;i has promised 
to go once more into Cambridge/hire, in order to 
adjuft Matters with the old Man there-, and as for 
the Bufinefs of the Exchange, our Chaplain will 

take 
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^ake upon him to fettle it -^ fo at the fame Time 
Leandcr brings hi3 Father-in-law to make a Vifit 
to his Parents, he fh^ll inform the Family that he 
is alfo Parfon of the Parifh. Blefs me, Eliza^ 
what odd Eyents we fee, and how many little 
•Contrivances are neceffary to make Life pafs ofi 
agreeably! 

My Coufin C/^r/W^ exchanged two or three 
Vifits with me, fmce her Marriage, and proves a 
much better Wife than I expefted. While fhe 
Isras Angle, fhe had a good deal of Pride, but fhe 
has laid it afide entirely. A Citizen's Wife, fhe 
fays,- fhould not -©frpu^J^ualityr Airs, let her Fa- 
piily pr Fortune be what it will. Her Hufband'^ 
Condition, ought to be«the Rule of her Condudt, 
and the Mode of St. James'* ^ never fuffcr'd to 
violate the Decorum of Devonjhire-Square. I own 
to y6u, that I was almofljeady to laugh, but I 
turned grave again, when fhe fhow'd me her Plate 
and China. I think I do not exceed the Truth 
when I fay, that a Du\chefs might be well con* 
tent with it ; nor could I help telling her, that I 
thought her Humility did not appear flrongly oh 
that Side. To whichlhe anfwered, that there was 
jiothing of her buying, but that they all belonged 
to her Hufband, or to herfelf, before Marriage. 
Hippolytusis inimeafurably fond, and I think C/^- 
rinda has a proper Senfe to know it ; but you will 
judge better when you fee her here. 

Celadon propofes to pay you a Vifit next Week ;^ 
and in the nriean Time talks of a, very long Let- 
ter he is to write to Florimond to-morrow. I cah- 
not conceive what it is to contain, fince I am con- 
fident he will not fpeak of the Provifion made for 
laeander. You will not be long in the dark, be- 
gaufe he fays it will be prefently fent to Phaon. 
' ' " t 



I 



Z2P The Rational Amusement* 
i will not deny mv having a little Curiofity on 
this Dccafion, and Ihall own myfeJf dblig'd to 
you for letting me into the Secitt, When it ceafe^ 
to be fuch to you, becaufe I would have the Sa- 
lisfa(^ion of mortifying Celadon b, little, when he 
pretends to reveal it. You fee I treat you with 
the Freedom of a Friend at pfefent ; be aflured 
I fball ever remain fo, and that no body is more 
your humble Servant than 

SOPHIjf. g 



LETTER XIII. 
F LOR I MONO to PHAQN. 

TH E Athmians^ I think, were patticukrly 
careful in rewarding thofe who broughft 
them good News, and in fetting up Statues in 
MonGfur of their Benefaftors. Were we Ahem- 
'ons^ PbaoHf you ftiouW not want a Reward, or a 
Statue -, nay I verily think every Citizen in our 
'little Republic would willingly beftow, on you both* 
My Father is continually crying, Florimondj read 
^me your Friend's Letter once again. My Mother 
is out of her Wits at the Thoughts of being able 
zo fee her Son -again, without lying under the 
Neceffity of Reprimanding. As for Emelia^ hers 
is adumb Joy, only a Drop or two gets through her 
Eyes, to witnefs, that it is fincere. For myfelf I 
rejoice that Leander is fo happy, and that having 
married his Sifter, I have no Caufe to envy him. 

It 
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It is reaKy pkai^t to hear our feveral Com- 
mentaries upon your Epittfe, I anfi glad, fay a his 
Father, that Leander w^s not ftruck with a Beauty 
without; Senfe. I am fatisfied, fays his Mother, 
fince my Daughter is a Womah of Family, tho* 
fhe has not a Groat ; and when Sir Edward comes^ 
he Ihall fee what a Refped I have for his Alliance. 
Etnelia is impatient to fte fo agreeable a Com- 
panion, and your humble Servant would be glad to 
compare your Pidlure with the Original. Upon 
the Whole, there never was fo diverting a Change 
wrought in a Family. It is but t'other Day, that 
we were atl chrown'd in Sadnefs and Sorrow, and 
now we are full of loy and Gladnefs, and which 
is whimfical enough, from the fame Cauft^, 

To deal ingenuoufly with you, Phaon^ I difcem 
a good deal of Art in your Letter ; and if it came 
from any body but you, (houldbe very fufpicious 
of the Fafts ; as it is, I fufpeft that your Compaf- 
fion for my Father, indud*d you to give ail 
Things a handfome Likenefs at leaft, and I fhall be 
very well fatisfy'd if I can reduce your Epiftle to 
this Mode of Writing, You do indeed bid fair 
for our Belief^ in offering to bring Zi<?^^^ and 
hi^ Spoufe ; keep your Word my Friend, and let 
us fee them as foon as you can ; but be fure it be 
the Spoufe that, you fflw, and don't let her Beauty 
be the worfe for Want of Crying ; a few Tears 
of Joy methinks would do very well, and therefore 
I hope we fhall fee her to the.utmofl: Advantage, 

Of all the agreeable Piftu res you . drew to di- 
vert our Melancholly, I like beft the Strokes which 
refpeftthe Parfon*s Houfe; Neatnefs and Elegance 
in the Fens, has fbmething fo furprizing in the 
very Sound, that, to tell you the Truth, I took 
it for a Flight of your Imagin^ation, in or- 
der 
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der to adorn the good Man's Charaftcr of whom 
you were fpeaking; but upon ^mentioning . th^s 
Circumftanqe to a Neighbour of ours, he told me 
it was ftridly true ; that he was well acquainted 
with the Parfon's Dwellipg^ tho* not with himfe}f, 
and that his Houfe and Gardens were looked up-- 
on as the greateft Curiofity in tha,t Part, of the 
Country ; that he had contrived a fort of Water 
•Wildernefs of Dwarf Willows, with Cockle- Ihell 
Walks, which kept the reft of the Ground dry, 
and that behind it, he had one of the fineft Api- 
aries in this Ifland, which ferv'd ; to furnift at 
once Amufement and Profit. You are always 
lucky, Phaouy for this is a Circumftance which re- . 
fle£ls Credit on all the reft, but moft I think up- 
on your Judgment. Such Improvements in fuch 
a Country, might well prejudice you in Favour of 
their Authpr, and I do not wonder^that you were 
apprehenfive of giving fuch a Man Pain. When 
I come to know him intimately, 1 forefee that I 
Ihall have a great deal of Pleafure, for tho' of all 
Things I love the Country, yet Country Affair* 
- are of all others thofe I api leaft verfed in, which 
has frighted me from attempting, in the Place 
where I am, any Improvements. Under fuch a 
Mafter, I flatter myfelf I fliall quickly acquire a 
good Tafte •, and then, for Ought I can perceive, I 
fhall be as happy as it is fit for a Man to be,^ 
and not altogether fo ufelefs as I am at prefent. y 
'- Be pleafed to tell Eliza^ that I frequently amufe 
myfelf as fhe does*, with recolleding paft Occur- 
rences, and feel a double Satisfadion in prefent 
Bleffings, from, the Remembrance of paft Incon- 
veniencies. The Adventures of Clarinda do not 
,amaze me, for the Cjondudl of Women of great 
Rank and large Fortuqe, is generally fo irregu- 
lar. 
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Anceftors. If^is the wrong Application of their 
Talents whicji renders them defpicable. But what 
need had I to fend you to Greece, Philintus, for 
an Example, when there is an Ifland fo hear our 
ow;n, which is a pregnant Inftance of the Truth 
of what I fay. The ancient Inhabitants of that 
Ifle were learned and polite; inteftine Divifions 
made Way firft for the Conqueft of the Jbanes^ 
and then of the Englijh Kings of the Norman 
RacCf They took Care to extmguifti the Love of 
Senfe and Science, and by fowing Divifion amongft 
the Natives, reap'd great Advantages to them* 
felves. To thefe. Pradices are owing that Dif- 
ference which is now obfervM between the Inha* 
bitants of this, and of the greater Ifle; and if the 
Knowledge I have gain'd in Politicks lince my 
coming to lialy does not deceive me, a late Tram- 
adtion will furnifli you with a nearer Example on 
the Continent. But I am afraid of offending; and 
therefore I fliall have a Care of harping on thh^ 
String. God, who is the great Parent of Man- 
kind, and the all- wife Ruler of the tJniverfe, is 
plcas'd to make fome Nations Examples to others, 
that the Beauty and Worth of Virtue may appear 
to aH ; and without doubt, the encouraging of this 
ought to be the great End of Government, as it 
is the only Band which can unite the Interefts of 
thofe who govern, and thofe who obey. 

I am preparing to fet out for Rome^ having 
found a Method to make Profit and Pleafure go 
Hand in Hand, through the Afliftance of a Friend 
I met with at Naples. As I am now pretty per- 
feft in the Italian Language, I have for fomeHime 
addifted myfelf to the reading the Hx^oxyoi Italy ^ 
and to the Study of the Intereft and Manners of its 
Inhabitants : You mayexpedl, on my Return, fome 

M Mt Ac- 
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Accounts Icfs defeftive than thofe I have already 
fcnt. I would not have you look upon this as a 
Compliment or Excufe of courfe, becaufe I really 
mean what I fay. To charafterize a Nation, is 
no eafy Talk ; and a Man ought to be very tender 
when he treats of the Reputation, of Numbers'. 
Befides, I owe to yourFriendfhip, tHe Care offend- 
ing you as correft Memoirs as are in my Power ; 
to fay nothing of the Obligations you have laid 
upon me by your late kind and judicious Epiftles, 
of which I expeft to receive two at leaft iat my 
Return, which w)ll be in about three Months. If 
there be any Points in which you are defirous I 
fhould be particularly clear, let me intreat you to 
make a little Lift of Queries, which I fhall fpare 
no Pains to anfwer for your Satisfadtion. More I 
think I need not add, unce the higheft Strains of 
Hyperbolick Eloquence would fall infinitely ihort 
in expreffing, that fimple Sincerity, and honeft 
Zeal, with which, though in liafyy I have the 
Honour to be, 

Tour Friend and Servant J 

HILAR TO. 
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L E t t E R t 
tLORIMOND fo PHAOR 

[RETURN you the Volume of 
Letters you were fo kind to lend me, 
and my hearty Thanks for the 
Favour, t am extremely pleas*d 
with th^ Accounts which they con- 
tain, and fliould have been heartily glad you had 
topied the Remainder of fo valuable a Colle£tion. 
Perhaps it nlay not be impoflible to procure it 
at this diftance of Time ^, and if my^recommend* 
ing it to you hath any Weight, you will at leaft 
try. We have liv'dj my Friend; to fee great 
^ M 2 Change^ 
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Changes in Italy*, and I would be glad to dif- 
cover, in Hilarious Letters, fome Fbrefight of thofe 
Changes which I conjedure, from his Manner of 
Writing, would be as difcernable to him as any 
Man. A Delcription>,too of the little Courts in 
Ilafyy I meap ina Political Light, would give me 
great Satisfaftiojp ; for I own to you, I do not 
find my felf much imprdfv'd by reading the ni- 
ceft Defcription of the Palace of Parma^ nor 
even by a Detail of its Furniture, Points in which 
fome of our modern Travellers have been re- 
markably exaft; and therefore fuch a Defcription, 
I Tay, would be to me atleaft, a very entertaining 
Performance, 

I agree entirely with Philtntus in acknowledg- 
ing the Injuftice done tht Laplanders, while we 
deride and defpife them as a bafe and barbarous 
People. For how, my Friend, can a Nation be 
called Bafe who are fo remarkably fond of Liber* 
ty, or why jQiould we ftigmatize,as barbarous. Men 
who live agreeable to the Soil and Climate where 
God hath plac'd them? A Sledge is certainly 
a more convenient Vehicle, in Lapland, than a 
Coach and Six ; and it is therefore Folly in us to 
blame them for ufing it. We ought rather to 
admire the Wifdom* and Goodnefs of Almighty 
God, who hath fo exadlly fuited the Genius and 
Temper of all Nations to the Circumftances at- 
tending thofe Regions whereih, according to th« 
Difpofitionof his Providence, they are to inhabit. 
Neither is this lefs admirable, though it ftiould 
appear that the Genius of a People is in fome^ 
meafure governed by their Soil and Climate, fmce 
this Afiedlionmuft be produced by certain Lawsim- 
prefled by Godson Nature. Hence Patriotifm 
becomes a Virtue, which would be otherwife an 

Abfurdity: 
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For no. Man is bound to think the Iflands of 
Orkney^ for example, preferable to the Barromean 
Iflands in Italy ^ which Bifhop 5«r;;^/ has celebrat- 
ed as z kind of terreftrial Paradife. But a Perfon 
who receives his Birth in the Iflands of Orkney^ is 
bound to wifh well to them, and to do his utmoft 
to promote their Interefl:. ' I fay, he is bound to 
this, becaulq Providence hath made them his ^ 
Country, and in making them fo, committed them 
to his Truft, as Eden was committed to Adam. 
The only Difference is, that Eden was a Paradife 
of God's making, and the Improvement of their 
Native Countries refpeflively, is an Employment 
aHign^d to Men. 

But you may perhaps fancy, from the Strefs I 
lay on every Man's endeavouring the Advantage 
ot his native Country, that I am an Enemy to 
Travel,* or that at leaft I think it unneceflary •, an 
Opinion, however, which is none of mine. I 
know by fad Experience, how a great Deficiency 
in Education the want of Travelling is founds by 
a Man who refleds on what he fees, and endea- 
vours to underftand what he hears. I am therefore 
for fending all young Gentlemen abroad, provid- 
ed always that Pains be taken to keep our young 
Travellers in remembrance that they are one Day 
to return home, and that they are not fent to ftarc 
or divert, but to improve themfelves. But above 
all, rnethinks, they ought to be caution'd againft _ 
falling into a Diflike of the Cuftoms of iheir Coun- 
trymen, and taking up at a • Venture thofe they 
fee praftis'd abroad. I do" not fay an Englijh- 
man ought not to conform himfelf to the Manners 
of It^y^t while he remains there •, but I fay, that 
it is prepofterous for him to think of retaining 
thpfe Manners when he returns home •, foF ob- 
M 3 fwvci 
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ferve, my Friend, if it be right to afFeft the Ifalian^ 
in Ilapj it muft on the fame Principle, be as fit; 
to rcfume the Englishman in England. This kad^ 
pie to fay naturally, what ptherwife wQuId Ipol; 
like 7L Complement, that no Man ev?r fhow'4 
a nicer Judgment in this Refpeft than yourfelf.. 
You have made the tjue Ufe of Travel, which 
is not to add Matter to an EngliJhDnarC s J^duCa- 
tion. but to give a Polifli. Young Gentlemen 
<)ugnt to have /their Principles fix*d before they 
leave the Land of their Nativity; becaufe an 
Englijhmaii who does not aft on Englijh Principles j^ 
is unworthy in my Opinion to breathe Engtijh Air. 
We have ifuffer'd much, and never received any 
Benefit by pu^ Complaifance for foreign Maxims, 
It is certainly right to export our Commoditiesjj 
and it is as certainly vrrong tp exchange our oldNo- 
tions of Government, for any of ^ the reigning 
Opinions on the other Side of the Water. 

But where am I running! 1 intended to have 
ient back your Letters, with Thanks, and fome 
Expreffion'of the Pleafure^ took in reading them, 
and of a fudden, by a fort of ]Pin4afifm in Profit 
t digrefs into the Merits of travelling, and thpnce 
into Politicks. It is natural for a Man' to talk 
pn a Subjeft he has confidered, and I confefs tq 
yoq, there is none which has employed (riy Medi- 
tation mpre than the Fruits of Travel. I was, 
once acquainted with a Clergyman who had fpent 
fome Time in the Eaft- Indies^ and who was a 
great Admirer of the Wifdom of the Brachmdns,. 
1 remember he gave me a very exaft Tr^nflation. 
in Profe, of a Fable on this Subjeft, which he adr 
mir'd exceflively. At that Time I thought little 
pf it, but looking it over t'other Day with great-? 
fr Attention, T d^fcover'd fo many Beauties in it, 

' that 



Thd ^Iational Amusem^kt. 167 

tkatl^ am doing my beft to put it imtoBfigli/k 
Yerfc; wherein, if I fucceed but tolerably, I am , 
. iure it will make a good Figure, and that it may^ 
make abetter, I intend to fubmit ittoyourCor- 
xedlion. Thus, you fee, I am ftarting from the 
.Road again, into which I am determinM tp return,, 
though a little abruptly- 

Emelia receiv'd a Letter from your Spoufe 
^ Yefterday. I difcerned by her Countenance, that 
it contained Matter of great Importance -, but as 
yet, there i? not a Syllable tranfpir'd, except that 
you were in a good HeakI', and that Eliza did me 
the Honour to remember me. As \ never afFed 
to pry into female Secrets, I do not defire you 
Should betray yourTruft, in cafe you ftiould be 
a Privy Counfellor in regard to the Scheme now 
on Foot. Is Celadon living, or does he think we 
are dead ? You muft know, 1 have written to him 
once in the fame free Manner 1 do to you, which 
I imagined our Friendfhip would allow. I am 
tempted by his Silence to write again \ but it fhall 
♦be in a more refpeftful Stile, fince he is a Man I . 
would by no means offend, having promis'd my • 
felf a great deal of Happinefs, as I owe many 
Obligations to his Acquaintance, I imagine he 
keeps a ftridt Correfpondence with you \ and 
therefore doubt not but you will give me fome 
News of him. Clarinda has auite alter'd my 
Friend, and I am afraid fhe will make a Fool of 
him. He was wont, you know, to make a Jeft 
of Love, and he is fo much afhamed of being 
^ furious Inamorato, that he fhuns his Friends as 
ftudioufly as he feeks his jMiftrefs, I received % 
Letter from him laft Week, and I fpeak feriqufly 
when I tell you, I muft write to him to know its 
J^eaning. Perhaps I might fa ve my felf this 

M4 ^ Trouble, - 
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Trouble, by communicating it to Emelia y for 1 ' 
have always obferv'd, that Women upderftan4 
the I^anguage of Love better than we ; but this 
would be a fort of betraying rny Friend, and 
befides, to tell you the Truth, I dcm't love to feet 
the Sex triumph : they are all of them Tyrants, 
as naturally as we are Slaves. 

Among other N^ws, I could wifli you wouId_ 
write me how I canie to lofe Eliza's Correfpond- 
ence. We were Companions in Misfortune, and 
I rennember a Time when her Epiftles were of 

^ conjiderable U fe towards keeping me in my Senfes ; 
but why, ihe left m? like a Ek)ftor, the Moment 
I became well,.-is a Riddle not eafily explained, 
except by herfclf or you. The Hurry of Vifits 
is by this Time over. I am told that your Study 
is in perfeft Order, which is an Evidence that you 
are often there ; when you vifit it next, and have 
nothingi of greater Moment to employ your 
Thoughts, write me an Anfwer to this. I admire 
^Philintus his Sentiments, as to the Commerce of 
Friends, and wonder that Men (hould be fo 
punftual about a Bale of Goods, and fo little at- 
tentive to the Offices which Amity requires. When 
1 confider how many of my Acquaintance part 

. from me with all the apparent Marks of Reluc- 
tance, and yet leave me in the Dark, as to what 
is bpcome of them, till after three or four Months 
Abience, I lee them either in Town or Country, 
again, I fancy that modern Friendlhip differs 

~ greatly from the Friendfhipin FafhionintheDays 
6f Cicero, Be fure you tell me • whether I am 
Angular in this Point, or whether you, or fome 
other People I could name, think as I do. What 
^n Extent of Paper have I blotted before 1 was 
aw^re. To be fure you are heartily tir'd if you 
> ' have 
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have read it, and perhaps ready to go to flecp. 
Well, I won't difturb you any longer, than to 
tell you, that tho* you have not wrpte to me thefe 
three Weeks, I am ftill moft fincerely, 

Tour Friend and Servanty 

FLORIMOND. 
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LETTER II. 
PHAON /^ FLORIMOND. 

TH E Letter you did me the Honour to writet 
came this Moment to my Hands. This 
Day fortnight my Father in-law was attacked 
by a Fit of an Apoplexy, which put nie into fuch 
Confufion, that I proteft I am fcarce yet in a Conr 
dition to write you fuch an Anfwer as I could 
wifli. It gives me fenfible Pleafure that the Let«r 
tersi fent you proved an agreeable Entertainment. 
I believe it would be impoffible to procure the 
Copy Book of Hilarious Letters, but perhaps I 
may be able to obtain a Tranfcript of them from 
the old Gentleman in whofe Hands they are, and 
who values a Scrap of Hilarious Writing, as 
much as any Papift can do a Relick. It is im- 
poffible fo; me to fay, at this Diftance of Time, 
whether there be in thofe Letters any fuch Predic- 
tions as you have guefs'd at, but I remember per- 
feftly well, that there are concife Accounts of all 
the Italian Courts, $nd particularly of that of 

Rome. 
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Rome,. There are likewife abundance of curioqs 
Things in the Eptftles of PhilirUuSy and you may 
|)e affur'd that no Pains fhall be wanting in mc 
to procure you the Pleafure of perufing them* 

Your Notions of Friendlhip are, I think, per- 
fe6tly juft, and I am going to convince you, that 
I am really your Friend, and in a Degree not com- 
mon in thefe Days. I am very much difpleafed 
with the Conclufion of your Letter. It is trivial 
and fplenetick. You had wrought yourfelf into an 
Opinion chat yoyr Friends negled: you, and fuU 
of this Prejudice you talk of my fleeping over a 
kind Epiftle from the Man I mod cfteem. Do you 
imagine, Florimond^ that Accidents will not happen 
to your Acquaintance as well as to other People ? 
You have heard what has befal'n me« The inclos^ 
will fhow you how much you have wronged Ce- 
lif4on. Be no more peevifh ; it is true, it i% tha 
tmperfedion of the grcateft Wits, but furcly it 
is an Iroperfeftion eafily rem©v'd. Examine your 
dwR Copduft ^you will find that you are courteous, 
cqmmupicative, and candid in the higheft Degree* 
How then is it poffible, that fuch a Man fhould 
. be negleded by his Friends; or whofe Misfortune 
is it, if He ftiould benegleded ? Can fuch a Com- 
panion be eafily found ? or could the Lofs of him 
be remembred without Regret ? Have a juft Re- 
aped: for yo;ir qwn Virtues, Florimond^ and you ne- 
ver willbe, in the Vapours. Perhaps you may 
fancy that I intend to repay you the Compliiiiejfits 
you were- pleased to make me on my returning to 
jSnglandy without any great Tinfture of the ItaHan-y 
but really Compliment is not my Province, and 
to deal ingenuoufiy with you, I was not ftruck fa 
much with the Behaviour of the Italians^ as to be 
fond pf imitating them. 

Th(? 
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The Secret between EmeUa and my Spoufe, 1$ 

{)recifely, that which you thought to keep from 
hjem. I am no Privy Counfellor in the Bufipefs^ 
but by the Help of a fmall Gratificat;ion properly 
applied, I am at the Bottom of it, a^d as I made 
af^ir Purchafeof my Jntelligence, fo I fhall make 
no Scruple of communicating it to you. Hippolytusl 
pur wife Friend Hippolytus! who us*d to banter us 
to freely on the Subjed of our Paflion, has beea 
piad enough to go down into the Country, and 
live at an Inn within two Miles of the Seat where 
Clarinda refid^s with her Aunt He paffcs oq 
the People of the Houfe for a Merchant of Lon-: 
^on^ whofe Affairs are in fome Diforder. I^e 
was difqover'd by Clarinda^ Maid, who obferv'dt 
that he fixiM his Eyes on her Lady at Church, 
and that they never mifs*d fipding him a-fifliing, 
when they went to take their Evenings Walk by 
the River's Side, He ftill hugs himfelf in a;Belief> 
that no body fufpefts him, and Care has been tar 
ken to prevent his ever knowing that he is found 
out. In the mean Time, his Affairs are in a good 
Train % Clarinda*^ Aunt, who was his capital Ene- 
'my, is come over entirely to his Side, won by 
this extraordinary Aft of Folly, for fo it mufl be 
paird in a Man of his Age and Circumftances ir^ 
the World, whiph J think might have deferved 
plarinda^ without thefe extraordinary Effort^, 
The Fair One berf^lf pretends to be unmov'd ; bqt 
i look upon this to be a meer Pretepce, becaufe 
Ihe is a Woman of foupd Underftanding ; and I 
Jiave always qbferv'd, that when a Woman of 
good Senfe hath carried her Point fo far as to 
make a wife Man aft fillily, fhe makes him a- 
mends by becoming his Wife. I dare anfwer 
^oth for ^melif and Eliza^ th^t though they may 

divert 
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divert themfelves a little^ at his Expence, yet, in 
the main, they will do him whatever good Offices 
lie in their Power; fo that I take it for granted, the 
next News we fhall hear will be, an Interview 
between this Knight Errant, and his peerlefs 
Beauty, which will doubtlefs be fucceeded by other 
Interviews between her Lawyers and his. Thele 
Negotiations will iflbe in a Settlement, and then I 
fuppofe the Treaty of Marriage will be quickly 
Bnifhed. This once over, it will be our Turns to 
laugh, and I promife you that I intend to pay 
bur grave Monitor for all his Leftufes with In- 
tereft at a pretty high Rate. So much I learnM in 
Itah. 

, m the mean Time,' Florimond^ be pleased to give 
ine your Sentiments on this Queftion, tVhy Lovers 
of a, middle Age are rather more pajponate than 
young Men?, So many Inftances have fall'n within" 
the Compafs of my own Knowledge, that I can- 
not help looking upon the Fad as certain, though 
I cannot take^ upon me to fay, I can pofitively 
affign the Caufe. The bed Account I can giyc 
of the Matter is this, That our Paffions ferving, 
like Winds, to keep our Faculties in Motion, and 
to prevent the Mind from feeling the Incon- 
veniencies of a dead Calm, when they have 
been long kept in Subjeftion, they unite on the 
iirft fair Occafion ; and when they find a weak 
Place, fally forth with tempeftuous Violence. Thus 
we obferVe, that when a cool Man is once rous'd 
to Anger, he is more impetuous and more ob- 
ftinate than bne of a hafty Difpofition'. I fuppofe, 
in the prefent Cafe, that our Friend oppos'd his 
Paffion at firft, to the utmoft of his Power. But 
when, by repeated Converfations with the fair 
Objed:, it became too ftrong for his Reafon, he 

fufFer'd 



The Ra'tional Amusement. 173 

fijfFer'd himfelf to be entirely carried away, and 
never aonfulted it more. Befides, thofe who in. 
their younger If ears have ftruggled with Paifion$», 
know better how to conceal and to condu6t thcim. 
Whereas Men of riper Years, when they are once 
overcome by them, are equally at a Lofs how to 
behave or how to a(k Advice. For my own 
Part, I think the Poets have talked better Senfe 
about Love than the Philofophers. There is cer- 
tainly, efpecially in the nobler Kind of Love, a; 
Sort of Madnefs or EnthuGafm, which tranfports 
a Man fo, as to render him capable of doing what 
otherwife he would never have thought of; and 
for this Realon, I cpnccive that there is a great 
deal of Cruelty in rallying fuch as are in thisCon-* 
dition. You fee .that, without any Apology, I. 
give you my Thoights juft as they occur. Treat 
me, I bcfeech you, juft in the fame Manner ; for 
as to the cool, civil Stile, which is now the Mode, Ij 
think it not only improper, but intolerable amongft 
Friends. I do not fee why you and I Ihould not 
love each other as well as Cicero did Atticus^ or 
any of the reft of his Friends ; and if fo, we may 
write as freely at leaft, if not as finely, to each, 
other, as he did to them, or they to him. Wit 
and Language are valuable, I own, but I cannot 
think they enter into Competition, either with Sin- 
cerity or Senfe ; and therefore I fay again, that 
we may entertain each other as agreeably as the 
Romans^ becaufe it is impckflible^that a Man adu- 
ated by a true Spirit of Friendfhip, can re^d but 
with the higheft Pleafure whatever his Friend 
Writes, provided it be not either in a languid or 
an affected Stile. You fee, Florimcrdy ho,w fairly 
1 deal with you. 

The 
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Ihc Shock of an Apopleity is frfequpHtlj^ fataf 
fbthe Patient^s Undcrftandihg, but iii the Cafe of 
my Futher-in Idw, Thanks be to Heaven, I think 
it has had a quite contrary EfFeft. He talked 
to me the next Day after his Recovery, like i 
Man come from another World; he faid thai 
though Health was the greateft 6f Temporal 
Bleflings, yet it w^i precarious and uncertain, for 
which Reafon a Man ought to ufe it while he 
Has it, and riot to rely on its Continuance. He is 
liow in his fixty-third Year, and remetnbers nol 
Sicknefs but the Small Pox, and' this late Attack. 
Hfc is at prefent fo well reCoier'd, that he fays 
Himftlf, he is not fenfible of any Prejudice frooi 
this fevere Trial. Notwithftanding this, he has 
direftedhis Books to be immediately fettled, hai 
Hiade a new Will, and befides the Care therein 
taken of fomc poor Relations, has provided for 
their prefent Subfiftance ; in a Word, he has ta- 
ken, and is taking, all the Precautions poffible td 
pteVent being furpriz*d by Death, arid what is td 
IK not a little ftrange, he fpeaks of this late Ac- 
cident as a peculiar Favour done him by Provi- 
dence, or, as he himfelf phrafes it, the moft fen- 
fible Mercy he ever experienced. But withal he is 
as cheatful, or rather more fo than formerly, treats 
his Children and Servants with greatter TendernefS 
and Affability ; and to fum up all, fhows a Relb- 
lution of ftiaking off every Imperfeftion that ap - 
pcar'd in his former Courfe of Life. Grave Re- 
Heftions thefe, Florimond^ but, to a Friend^ grave^, 
as well as gay Refleftions are welcome ; we are 
not at all Times Matters of our Tempers, but we 
ought to be always Matters of our Inclinations, fa 
far as to hear both with Patience and Fleafurd 

what- 
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whatever comes from a Perfbn we cfteem. Irt 
this Difpofition all your Letter will evtr find Mm, 
who is, an<i will be while he lives, 

' Ttncr faithful Friend-; 

And obedient Servant^ 

PHAON. 



L E T T E R III. 
C E L A D O N /^ P H A O N. 

AF T E R fo long a Silence, you may juftly 
expeft that I IhouW begin thi$ Letter with 
an Excufe. But I chufe rather to give you a fin- 
cere and fuccinct Detail of what has happened ta » 
me fince vje parted, and then I dare fay you will L, 
think I may fpare myfelf the Trouble of any Ex- 
cufe, either to yourfelf or to Florimond, to whom 
I ftand indebted for a very kind Epiftie, which I 
can only anfwer by intreating you to fend him this.' 
My earneft Dcfire is, to have the Advice of you 
both ; which I dare fay you will think neceflary e- 
nough, confidering the Embarraflment in which I 
am. I know well enough that neither is a Lawyer, 
but that muft not excufe you ; I (hall have Counfel 
enough from Sages in that Science befide. 

When I went up to London^ you know it was 
with a Defign to compron[iife, if poflible, all Dif- 

putes. 
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putes with my Mother-in-law : but I had hardly 
been there a Week, before 1 was convinc*d the 
Thing was imprafticable; for having defired a 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance to gain the beft 
Account of her Difpofition, he informed me, 
that her Ladyfhip breached nothing but Vengeance, 
and had taken to her Affiftance a couple of Solli- 
citors, cfteem'd (harp Men in their Profeflion, and 
who were thcmfelves/ar enough from defiring to 
be thought over honed. I wrote her, notwith- 
{landing this Information, a very refpedful Letter, 
which I inclos'd in one to her Chaplain, of whom 
I had heard an excellent Charafter. He adled 
upon this Occafion as became a Man of his 
Fundtion; he delivered it, and on her refufing to 
open it, opened and began to read it himfelf ; upon 
which Ihc quitted the Room withgreat Wrath, and 
he immediately fent me back my Letter. The next 
Terni (he brought a Bill in Chancery againft me, 
prevailing alfo on my Wife's Truftees, to ex- 
hibit another Bill in the Exchequer. Her Lawyers 
alfo have found out a fecond Codfin of my Wife's, 
and perfuaded him to difturb me in the Poffe(fion 
of fome Eftates under the Title of Heir at Law. 
Thus yoti fee a Man who, has the greateft Aver- 
fion to thefe Sort of Contefts, immcrfed over Head 
and Ears in Suits, and which is worfc, compelled 
to live upon bad Terms with a Family which it is 
his fincere Defire to treat with the utmoft Aflfedtion 
and Refpcft. 

In thefe Circumftances you may be fure I have 
been forc'd to lift lome Law Troops in may Ser- 
vice ; they confift at. prefent of a Sollicitor, and, 
three Counfel. As I am not at all of my Mother- 
In-Law's Temper, I made the ftride(l Enquiry 
after plain, honcft Men, and fuch I think I have 

found 
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fbUnd: they affare mc,that the Lady will pfevaiJ 
in, nothing; but at the fame Time tejl me ho- 
lieftlj^i that Ihe may jput m.e to a very great Ex^ 
pence, becaufe the M^hole Cofts willfall upon 
my Wife's Eftate. I look upon myfelf therefore 
to be in a very melancholy Situation. If I could 
have been quiet, I (hould quickly have diflen- 
tartgled mj^ Father's Eftate^ whereas at this Rate, ' 
I know not what to call my own, and in Spighr 
of aU the Oeconomy I Can ufe, I muft be torment- 
ed with very uneafy Apprehcnfions, fince I am 
to be at the C^harae of another Perfon's Madnefsi 
who, without C^eftion, delights in Expcnce^ 
the more, becaufc (he knows it muft fall upon 
me. Is not this a hopeful Situation ? and cart you 
wonder that lam not in a Temper to write Letters ? 
But this is not alL 

My Wife, with whom I could have been ^ 
happy in the meaneft Statioii of Life, affords me 
not a little Difcjulet as I am. She is fo much 
concehied at this Treatment her Mother gives 
us» that (he is grown abfolutely melaricfcoUy -, fo 
that in the Space of a few Months, I am, from 
being the Kappieft Man in the World, become* 
the moft milcrable; and this without any Fault 
of my own, and merely through the Caprice of 
an unrcafonable Woman. By Nature I ani not 
much tum*d for Bufincfs, am ftill lefs fitted for it 
by Education, and leaft of all from Choice. All 
I deflre is Peace, and a private Life, a Power of 
indulging the Woman I love, and of converfing 
With the Men whom I cfteem. Judge then of my 
Situation, when I tell you, that I am obliged to 
bfe in the Morning at the ^emple^ in the Evening 
at Cray's Jnfi^ and inftead of Homer and Firgii^ 
Milton^ or WaHerf am compelled to pafs my Even- 

N ingi 



iqg&^k^ .reading, 5j% .or ^3^^4f .^^^^^'^^VPr 

fgeiaking ; aiid I h^ve ihe Clift-fe; c^ 

my Ma^rriage has not onlyiun^oxic rac^. but % 

nobk Family mto the 3argain^ 

i haive fjiiriy and bbnemy ftated liiy Cale^ a^od-^ 
na^ to joujj. as; to' my Phyfecians,; l^ lejiye it. , 
Wfitj? m?j yoviF Opinion^ caiidily^^ ^iididjp H^ be-^ 
aftaidtof ^ny H^urlhnefs ii> your rhylicfc. . Tho' f , 
hji^e ifoi Senfe ^npugh |:0i know ho^ to cp^duob^ 
fovmapy troubkfopie £i.^T%^ yet veto lee JT hajve^ 
tAe 5^ udaice tq ajfe Advice, aQd I dare, fa^ I^ 
fljiailhaye the Cour^gp to follow it. One Things 
Fjpjy ft infift iq>ony, which isi that yau write to.\ 
ni4' fegaratelyi ^nd without confulti^g eacK pther^;. 
In many Counfellors there is Safety, and hiy In*; 
ti}pti0h i^:to have each^pf your C)plnipn8fjuft,a^^ 
mj^^iVS^P^.P^.^f ^^^ Matter ftrikes you^ ^ I own ; 
thi%jsr^rfinguj.a^ Letter, and perhaj^, it^i^owmgjj 
t^j^ttx^t iOjIjJ. Franie of Mind I afti; m, L^fo^ ^c 
h^evcif ^. the; .paly Frie^^ I truft ^hir 

gffat .Secret • of my pifquiet. For ampng^ alt^ 
myrJ^vys, it j»\Bon? of thj?.k3^il^, th^ l^t^^ a^ 
cpflti^nfLi^ Jiabit of, Piffimul^ion* ^ ptqfef v^iig,;^' zil 
f%^J:4Fl^bl^j th^^fame; Appearance towards the^ 
"Vy^ld, ;^>yhich I wae wont, to^wear in[,.qi^ietep 
Tiniesjf when;l hads^^none of" thpfe tl^^riifanes.iii 
ftiy^Bofom, p ; . r \i ^ 

Aie JE^g;^ and Eme^iam .tiealth ?*' Arc tli^y as . 
happy as I wiili tl^m^^ apd do t^ey nuke botn of ' 
youfo? I perfu^de rrvyfelf tlieyjdo: Tour Difi- 
ci^ies are all-Qvercoine, you ai^ fafe in the tlar- 
b€wi? •, and, ,afir i^r^r^/w fay^v nuy diyep;typ ; 

with conoemplatingr^ ^h? Effe£b of . thp^' .Stoi-mtJ 
and Teftj>Befts^;5^ith wh}chjf ortune tgfics |>tjher Men!/ 
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tcil me ihgenuoutly, Uitherq any ifu^hPfeafuiSfcjis 
Jii«^ -oi: was the Philqfaph/air.c^ceiv- d^ ftti»ei 

jrp«sy|r| doubt wHet|ier' therf^i g?eat Wlls bwJNt 
4lw!?ys in earneft, or; wbethier ^ey^jB^ jjofc wi® 
ar>d then give us theii DreamsrtV.rftti^Wtt.p^ttfc 
H^iofls qf tK^^ IinagjrfWi^?, f^jcfi*« 

taii>. ^a incbntcft^^ejl^^uthp. .^ >If rftkrlFftiift jli 
the wrong tp fplfcw tbei^i^ I^^WfichftiwidingjaH 
^Q Charms tfxeirmpj'effiQn^ ^^y ^hihito^dfia* 
^eft arie fitter toVa,mule jhaa inftw<9t>. ;?lrt^ 
Iratjier tp emjploy our^ i^Je^ t)^n. ftuf i%>irj^ iWbi 
^Wj. "iTec -the greater Part ^^^xl^p-f^itp' WfttW 
jdo not i^nly entertain th?n>%Jy^&^wUh> tl>B iPootts 
but make alfo them theiit(^f>un|5i}9r§,^Umgi6orft 
!hfmpe(^i without Scruple, and a^i^iJ^ptili^O'thenl 
in InMlibiUty, which .^ey ,WQpl4/irqe& "with 
Contempt, if clainiM for any orf^^^iAfcft^and tU 
this, tecaufe thefe Gentlemen nave a Knack of 
cloathing quick Conceptions in elegant Language.* 
This is indeed very little to the Purpofe j but you 
will givve nne Je^ve to revenge myfelf on a Sort 
of' IVien who have taken up too much o£ my 
Time formerly^ andof^ l^hom^ K?toialrtw?>nflUce 
VeiVlittk^ U^ ;^ ;,. r - ^ ;6ii J ah oi^'.'Jifn 
^ tet, to fhew .you that I pra^life itbaft: Sirfcefityl 
Mich t profefs to a[dflakei,r wfjl: jfl^wrT to - yaw 
freely, that there is Rothing |jl(Mgf)forf,fo^nrmbhiiw 
to be in a Condition to re^ thefe^|^/g! tirtce agatrti 
To' wander in the Gardep inthe /^ilfaeet>ttth« 
Mo^-hing, when the Fre(hnefp 9f.^hCi::Air-ekcia« 
jtheaniiDal Spirit^.to t^fir Qfgci$.j^n4^it0bl)9S rhd 
MindjtQ ibar beycind j^hc,:JaimitaoJBlV4or5iilfct!y* Td' 
ipdulm' thofc ipirftyaiifjo^ji »n^4,|asi^.1frcre, ta 
quit' the Kafth for^a ^yi,^ig^ife%. TftpjerdfcKiV^fti ^ 
with a Spirit tike his own, and to find in Ovid 
ThingS|UPifhoiiglit of by the Critics. Thefe are 
'^ ' *. N 2 thp 
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Ihc Delights I have formerly poffcfs*d, and fof 
theft I figh at prefcnt. Is it poffible, that whilb 
J, am embarrafs'd with Suits, and compcird'td 
irttend Lawyers, I fliould at certain Hours be a 
Cwppamon for the Mufesy or after fo m^ny Years 
Acquaintance, tnuft I at length abandon them for 
the Brethren of the Bar ? , O the Repofe of a ni- ' 
ral Aetirement! O the tddious Toil and Tumult 
of the Town ! How grateful the one, ^W'^hateful 
the other ! By this Time to be fure you think me 
mad^ whichis alfo now and then my own Opinioil. 
However, be allured that I have fometimes lucid 
Intervals^ in which your Letters will be extremely 
agreeable, and perhaw afford me fome Hints of 
the Means of cdring tnis Diftcmper. JBclieve, that 
I wait with Impatience for both your Anfwers, 
and that as far as my Cares will give me Leave, 

I am moft heartily, 

* • 

Tour Wriend and Servant^ 

celadon: 

p. S. Inclo^M ybu have my Wife's Compli- 
ments to the Ladies, which I own to you frankly 1 
have had in my Hands near a Week, fo much 
more is fhe MiKrefs of her Faffion than L I doubt 
Whether you would have heard from me now, but 
that the Icaft Seal is juft over, and my Lawyer^ 
aflure me^ that all our Troops m\ift go into Quar- 
ters of Cantonment for five Weeks at leaft. This 
has given me foch a Flow of Spirits, that I thinfc 
I fiiould never be weary of writing; however, for 
your Sakes, I will not add a long Poftfcriptto a 
itedious Epiftle* Once more I bid you Adieu. , 

LETTER 
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L ETTE R IV. 
tLIZAfc FLORIMOND. 

IT. was ceitainly far from being gallant^ to fig* 
nify your Dcfire that I ihould write to you by 
my Spoufe ; and there are Ladies in the World 
who would rally you feverely^ upon a Cohdudfc f^ 
$nal a propos. But as I have no Secrets with 
fefped either to Pbaon or yourfelf, I pafs it by ^ 
and to fliow how eafily I forgive, this will find 
its Way under my Hufband's Cover. You fay, 
truly^ that we were once Companions in Misfor* 
tune, and I remember I then projdiiefied we IhoukI 
live to talk of thofe Vexations with ^leafure. 
Happily for us, I guefs'd Tight; nor is there a 
Pay pailes over my Head, but I refled with De^ 
light on the Troubles that are paft. Every Placdf 
that I fee reminds me of particular Paflages, or at 
feaft, particular Thoughts, and I cannot help fxpil- 
ing at the ftrange Notions which were wont ia 
thofe Days to roll in my Head. I make no 
Queftion you are fometi mes occupied w}thThoughts 
like thefe; if not, you are obliged to me for 
fiiggefting a Pleafure you have neve^ tailed, and 
which is every Way fuited to a Genius like yours^ 
Pkaon has informed you of the Diforder our Fa*"^ 
mily was in, on Account of my Father's Illnefs, at 
leaft he told me he would, otherwife I Ihould, not* 
withftanding the Hurry we were in, have ftolen 
fy muchTime as to )^ve informed yw of it my felf. 
N3 Yo* 



You arc no Stranger to the Conqueft made by 
Clarinduj over the Heart of your Friend; but 

deal of Pains to ferve him to a very little Purpofe, 
The Family ar? Dleaf^d^p^^^j^., t^p Qentleman is 
not of Birth topretend td their Relation, and 
Clarind(i ^hgrfelf is ^afifaid of the VigJ^nce .pf hist 
PaffioA/'- Ymt} Borin^a^, ^ 4he EflFeft* of a 
Quality-Education, and Clarindais the firft Wo- 
nJ^B ^1 cVW f&^i v?'6a virafs '^Sid t^ J^ufbanl. 
ft^i^ld^^ve^Wofofldv There is certairijy a kin4 
i^ KicJky Erttllniifiafm ifi Lbv^^^^^ (or\fHipf>ofy^shi^ 
ttk^--*taPAdiirt^e of aH^' the Friends he hid iif 
rfife W6W3>,-|ie^^coi^ld l^ev^^ iiport iny^ 

Miiliod i^^ichA^fi^M have anfwtred i half fa^ i^» 
^1*6 iryad^e^fee^bistiken^' w any Advie^ 

ali4li. *t/^/Ylift*^V^Ai3nti 'wh4 is a gi^e^t* Admirei^ 
of ^ R^^^rtdW^ h^S'^diftovet^l^ Itnow iiot^^^^^ 

cetonii^ aW dimple ^aft^r-h^r^'Ntete^ w*heutfe niQdfcl 

heHfert^*« I^Vd with/Pk54 afid teHs meyi io ^'^ 
li^ttW,' %hfaS fh^^ftoiild-tHmkli^Hfeif obliged' \W 
marry r the Mirh, though file>^^as fure taw uti^ 
happT'.^ ^ Thisrii Midi^e"df a high Stfeinf o^ 

Compaflionf ^^h'ich 1 -am 'Math: to cenftire, a^^ 
fct feaitiifet 'app^ovy I'(hdiilA''be glad tW k^i^^ 
*^h^-y^Mte#bf it; thotighvby t (^^ 

wSl'€Hzrf^i4^g3Bi1n(etrWp. ^-The-ft^ft of hcr'Lel^ 
txi!>refe*rff at'^^k^, ^T I tt-ndei^ftftnd^ it i^ight;^r«^ 

Ri?%ra tb^^^^bWn- Ha^pJnefs -Begifisi' I /]iWfi%*t 
^iV-tKar'P ftdfe fronv fhfe'^ Taught fi^f)to ii'liWte" 
^TeaJffe>fcf^i»*^i7^sy Kitd^fS* IH^ik^fhfrf^Uv^t 
w-.. . ^ I 4 • That 



'That I may i not write you a Letter abfolutely 

^withoutNew^ I will condude this with the Hif- 

•tqif "oFbih" IFre^^ was re&rn- 

/mended to a Gcntlemaifs Family, as a proper 

Govctnefs for his Daughterj; But fhe had fcarcc 

:l>cen three Months in the Houfe, before flie en- 

:tred-the Bands of Wedlock??ith,|;tic l*q|oirt(> the 

Gentleman's eldeft Son, a Man ibout fifty-five, 

whpvlnultnade afhift to oftW9 ritotn^ 

ilap3; J^p^i^ds. Ppon th43.M?^M«e, tjiejrc Kas Hlp- 

jpened the ftrangeft, sind ^ die ^i^me Trinn^c, the 

^Ipijtfant^ft i.CMige that can be .ipiagifi*il^ ,The 

^aqjr i^si grown quite young agatiifjn hex.linagi^ar 

ctipn, and which is;i^iit|tr|ngpvvfte^^^^ .^hp 

\yqm^n pf Quality, tfccf ps a qouple of Mi^ids, th^ 

ijjc aiay> call one of /tii^m b^r.^Wonjiaai ^nd^ xM* 

IHe had a JFaoulty pf ioirod^c:^f>g§ting^nrfs.whtr^ 

fver (he qaxpe, is^bccpny, "thoyjgh.fnpt^generpus^ 

yet very eicpenfivB^ ai>d thtjiFJufb^n^i^ifl ^l^im^m 

^Time, is grown quite m^a^Qh9fily# &Wn,% :Fr<2i>^ 

^at h^v^all ceiftainly Wf^c^imfd tp.thipj ;^o- 

man's Canity. . Wh^i^ I ; take Jp: bij a Hfjtje ■fyt\&ir 

ihi^y fh?:W^ pleafed to ipajce flfi« a VifK75,t)ut>t;^ 

,;aYqid .having top much, or t^ l^tj^ JPajif^c^e^vJ 

<lid not thiiik proper (to be. at.Uom^. , Xo» ft^ 

^(?raw»<:/, what TrifliCS:! ^rit^iypw, :ar|4 yir^rodl 

I an^ gla^ vjrehave noffeii^ butigrrifles tt) vf^ff^ 

J was vlately m great Fi&ariitlja^; my ftr&iSp^fU# 

would Jiave informed y^ pf^r.jpy Fat^hf^ s?i)^aib(| 

'$yt as he is now perfedly recovered, I » HftVO lik«^ 

y^ f€coycr*d my Spir}?:^ and,ibirefpre,^Af«:» 

aiter^in .y/Q^u wi(;h fuch criyi^aj M^efsij^iivalh^r 

■tnan be t^piight deficient in tbatE^pc^tfeV-JRri€»dy 

fcip^. which /will [ alvy^ays, fwbfift M tk^^otom . iCtf 

Cy our . pblig'cj ^nd .ob^diefit (S^?yaw, )a i^i ai v* i .: 

^ ^ '. ^ XLIZA. 

N4 LET. 
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LETTER V; 



FL Oi^ IM ON b> CB L Ap ON! 

f* I t H E Letter ydu wrote Pj&^i^», KetrattTrnktcd 
J[ ' ais you defiled tamt^ witft a very kind one 
6t his^wn; and I dare^aflufe you, that tf any 
Share we take in our Affliftions, codld diminim 
them, they ' would not t->ng be^{6 ihtolerilbJe as 
yGi« defcrif)e them. I difcem from your EpifHc, 
that your Misfortunes have furpriz*d you very 
much, which is to me jPiC> Wonder.- laflur^ybii^ 
I thought you fo happy, that I afcrib^d your' hot 
writing to a hurry of Pkafure, for Ivhich Pbdon 
has given me a fevere Rejiriiiiand •, ah^-Ij Us it be-' 
comes me, affc your Pardon. :; 

There is certainly nothing in thle' World fo 
ticklifli and unfteady as human felicity.' ^To^day 
*re ai4, or think ourfel-ves happy, • and To-nidrrow 
we are certainly wretched; Our Wifdbm,- our 
Patience, our Virtue, cannbt defend us from thrcfe 
Reverfes of Fortune,' which happen we know not 
wliy: Lady 5ip*/Vl*s Mothier muft be a Woman 
©f a ttery fingulas Temper^ to refolve.on making 
the Man unhappy on whom the Happinefs of her 
only Child depends. Yet fiemale Caprice is, in 
this Age, no Miracle, and if Companions in Dif- 
trtfe<:ouid make it eafy tb you, I coutd inform 
j^ of many who owe their Uneafmeffes to a like 
(paufe. There is certainly a kind of Wealcnefiin 
fhe Temper ©f Wpmcn, efpccially when they are 



in Years, mhick fpoolteti iMlides them to fiuiq^ 

that they arc; tr^tf4^:l/irh CMtonpc, and that is « 

Thing thqy flcw fpfgiirp. In your Cafe, thct 

marrying ^^a^y.^^V? without her Mother^s Cot* 

Iknt, p^f^'d fi^ i^ubltAhk Proofs nor can my 

SubmiSiop^yoM can lyv^k^^ wcakeo the Strengdi of 

thij^ J^vii^en^. In my Jiiidgnient thercfere, att 

Attempts to pacify tlp^j^ld Lady are vjmi, and your 

fnuft content yoi^ejf* withideiiHii^atiog in a legal 

Way, that flie has it not in her Power to do yoia 

Mifchief. Perhaps this may bring her ix> herfel^ 

fojr it fomotimes h^i^nsthat miichievous Tempem 

conceive a Reverence for thofe whom they Jnd t^ 

mipoQibletoinjure* But perhaps yoti will lay, the 

^vils you moft fear will be broujdit about befom 

this can be efl5:£ted ; tO: which ail I can anfwer is, 

that Patience is.thef(4e Remedy of all inevteMt 

Misfortunes.. Priidence, which prcttefts us froiisl 

l|fier Ills, ppjii^ts outthis Cure lbr]thGfe it cannot 

prevent. ^.. ; ;v ...':..:;. • •.■'■. r-' ■. ' : 

/^^l do not wQiiidcr tbM^ fo ftrift a^ComnuKiicatioii 

wijtji Lawyers, ihou Id make you un^afy. "rhcre 

is nptning fp diametrically oppofite to a Life of 

liJLcnt Rqx)!?^ as theiuvingto do Jrith Courts i 

and xhcv^for^CfHcrAce^ in his etcjeilfnt Pancgyrick 

on a rural Reti^t> particQtlarly r^^ this 

Bleffinfo Tb^f f^he wf}a?tgliHg (f Lasers is never 

iearafbare. J^kfides, zLov^vof the Belkj Leitres 

cannot attend to tjtie dry tedious Difcourfes of Pe^> 

dantick |L.aw 3^e^ who ground all they deliver 

t^pon Authpripy, and when you demand Reafon, 

cite my Lord Coh. Thus your Circumftances 

leading you into a Road where your Inclination 

would never hgve carried you, you are erf Courfe 

^ often at a X^ofs, unwilling to go on, and unable 

IP gf> bacl^. We fee, the faipe Thing happen 

daily 



4ailFilit^tiBB»iC4ei-^f' fM^.^'^i 'tmw Sdl^S^ <H 
Scfi:of;^E'r«krsj%»Ae^agaki'l#e fit ^n WHii 

of Cure. It is abfolute Madnefe for you ter^tSjSt$. 

!l«pr«ffiaw»cin jyidUi 1VihdJ'i'T^s^'^fi1ovWre( -iblit 
JBa% it cewainli^in titeWit)A^, ''c^-#fe?tt'^Vbtf 

i^Witfti' Hfiuftf^y<«»>*c fotoor>Hcf^J)?fignlH feif-" 
<wi!vingyc«im tlpfcft'SaltSi 5s tdgWS-'Jf oit Dira^eti| 
andif yougaoiK4s"55Dr<»,^fJ* Hj^mlB hif^tt^ 
You rtuf^ thailyiisu^irttty be<MV?^k'^^ 
PifpoOtion mMl «fr a Strtls* dP fPatHl'^mW^V 
Fire Of an fi:&ith4uake^c#fWhic}?3^h*n it ifi'm^ 

HtmcrAbnanoebfit^ ., BOt'Sc may^,'^y<m vitfB ^^ 
thalnt ,is a gmwipg Evil, ■ 'ari(¥' thaF^f 'is'^mpeil^iWe • 
fet .yoii soteltJO«{-hdn 'ie Vii51*4)c'i>teir;.'-''rtiJs''r 
gi'aru: yoto?-. bat ai^ your ••LaWycr^'%4 ^^ptjflii^^(** 
fl» caoioj: :prevaiJt.agAiirfl y^ iiif ahy of '•*&• ^^-^ 
v' 7 tences, 



ia?g)loff;jf»;t%,j^#ai%,fflftj|io4frai»Jy!ihor|#, vA 
bfr iff .pfi9K.Mat»Wk;«C3>l(lwm |BWW«» be^<| 

^^^fmft. V anfi -this ii^^at^m^xfmt op i J*#ay ^ 

l^^'i gflia|e» is tfee :p6^yjfl|> Jfvwwr of her Mvri 

fer W*»y thcBh jtj^cs^ ^itbat* iw4iy«»wwy i)i 

ycm C0^14 have ffNi^^ your M^her-inv law.tPl 

fi^pftou44l«^l«4l-,thfi, Pif^ie«i,: tbwi. tb^M; you 
^,14-jfear«;i^.,withli6?j an4 ^ «p the-,Cpfl«; ihW 
will be the fa^^ j^K^thWtyop.arediCqu^t^^ nqt, 
A;ii«1ir Mediation Witt pq|;|iHe,you MMk^r of the 
Sj*b3»<a iVyoq w^l fii^jr^t I % |6ri»?j«ie, an4 
yw w^^fld AfliHPl'eittft jToifi^ient toicpp^^ 
1^% §f,tfef T^i>t^'/pfiii% iyW4,. iw^i fs«e, ypM 
|ro»a»^ywr'fecofl4?Grii^*l)jee,, or fattier frqff ,tHx 
CSucgil^Ptppei whijf {)(<iH^y •c<?ntrjb«^s.i9i p^^ th$ 
&^ Griej^apqc intslfsra^s. , V, ' , ,, , 

t;,As,^ the hrfaljffig: /^a .yfopri^ypiM^ formef 

y<?M haivc th(% Re«i^ in^ypur own JI#ik}^» cthai 
k tp ffj#-yop h^ye ^^xP^wfir pf .#i^<ng yciuy 
§iqljems^,, 1?be f^Vjifjg <youf Tpmr^ ]^ftj^ jsj 
^wMhoNfiQ.u#io?h Jil'ifpjea frpRj <^?||if hij^^ilgb? 

ttoDesiily t<i4€I>#r«v f Ii?>flsdfftt^r«foif?;p? fwcccd 

I,, ; I, • ; .. ■■ •■■• ..... ^ Jjl 
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mhHi'^¥^t!^f^ In ill, Lu^ 

iereiik^s,}^ff^ H^ike^ I da^ot meet with a 

"Worii^aliiitH: a Goach arid fix ; fit)m_ whence I am 
IW tcTTidftiVe, ' that \t is hot abfolutely ncceflary, 
itty rtld«6'th^n'-thle RdfihiM*' w^ muft ac- 
«6mpair^it.-^Be#ie^^ ariy^MfSAtions you make of 
this Sort, willbeattendOTwItfeCbhvefaicrtees, and 
f^i^ W ttdrt ih^your IH3#ef to fead fu^ a Life as 
ft)ti fetth toMlike. -If you Kvcf Wfth left Eclat, 
yobH Wni "Haird WsComparty and more ^ Quiet. 
kjisdfS^m Will fihd i thbuforid .Aniuferttentis a- 
ftf^c^ble botk td heirfdf arid yoa,' and when yoit 
W^fei^ritorfeSihinAerinthfe W^ ata thbrou^^ 
ly fatwficfei foii WHl helrer #i!h to fj)end a Summcc 
In ahofhtlrP AlTthe HXjrtf df a Town Life, and 
all th^BiflB^ of CoUhft^ ^Wrideur, is fatiguiri^ 
10^ 'a Man of Senift,^ ah* ffifeher a Curie than a 
Bleffiiig. -^ H fcrves bnly to acpriW fas k)f our Time 
slndeftrangetis from our Fhmili^, which to Men 
of true good Senfc^ and true^dod Nature, h aft 
that ifiPteft^emaWe in tWs LSfe. ^'Refoivc therefwe 
to part with Grandfiuf , arid be happy. 

After^aH, n^ dcir Fffeid^ howcah yopftHemf- 
ly ^comj^aii^^f thcfe fm^;*pifeppdnttnenls^^^ 
fider what is' 4ei your Pbwerj ind ^ou will not 
thihk aAy Thing very diefiratblii th^t is <m, if it. 
You art^*a|>j^ in in exeenent '^^^ ; youtiavte a 
very confideraWe Eftate, it HoUfc, or rattier i P4* 
lace, in a pleafant Country, aftd you fret becaiJfe,i 
belJdei the' Land-Tix Md the Poor's-Rate, you 
are charged With three htindred JPbuhds a Year t6 
the mainfehaftce of Law. How mtoy of yiaur 
Acquaintance, Men of Rank, Good Senfe, and 
Learning} W<6uld efteem ybur Situatiortj the 
Summit *f Hijipinefs? Think of this, and you 
will cofrfWer h ii^ apother Light, th^ you do^ 

Thif 



i 



That the Cure may go on the better, quit that 
Land of InfeAion, where you caught your t>ireafe» 
and come and Iweathc our.ferehcr Atr, where the 
Senfes are quicker, where the Mind is more at 
her Eafe, and where every Objeft contributes to 
excite new Joyar, oif at leaft to baniAi old Cares* 
A Morning's Walk by the River's fide will /urnifti 
a Trail) of agceAhle Ideas ; and if die^ fhould be 
exhaufted before Noon, a timely Supply may be 
drawn from your JLibrary, from Lady %)i>iV 
Drawing^ Roo^ or^ if ihe Day be fair, fro^i ma 
Irtpur's Ride. . Thte Ckwipany of your Friends tt 
pini^T will afford yoiicv^ Day a Feaft, thdr 
jou never .exceed three Diihes J th* Bbv^ling- 
Qreea, your fmoaking Parlour, or fifhing in thi 
MpSiXj will^ with Converfation, fill up very happi J 
ly die Aftomoon. In rfie Evening the Ladies 
Yill txpeA you, and at Night the Satisfadion of 
paving fpent; the Day iiMiOcently, Will zSoird you 
th^ noblcft Opiate, a quiet and eafy' Mind. If 
t|ij^fe are not th6ibeil Thoughts that citn be writ- 
teii you on the Sukjed you propofcd, they ^re 
at lea^ the beft in pnsf Power, and are offered you 
witl^ upffigned Skiceri^ j^ wagh tbem well, con- 
iult your own good Senfe, compare whai; I fey 
-^ with;|he Advice of lOur Friend iPAw»i and may 
l^rovMiencc direift you in the Judgment you make^ 
t!^ it may render yoi| as happy as I wiih you. 
Having faid this, I have nothing to add more^* 
' but that I aip with 'equ4 Ardour ^dSihceri ' 

* ...'■. 

FLORIMOND, 



:,;, j ,,.'.; ••,■.'.,;; .■ : -v; i-!9;K". ,iv !,'X'!'!l i'/b;i-<.i 

^Tp I|E RE ift not ^tntWJiidW Tiw* tt ^iWA^^ 

X^ood to Qnc's.Fricnd. jYjoui' ikfttergivA ^t4^ 
Opportui^ S^f JiyingtWbie yda* '^#f TBlhg^ 
which make ^K fdrlyDttti Wfelfece AftdiQiMet '.1 
Ihall ftate.them wiph thatiFwdton Ni<»hMi -ft^lifri 
comes a,J^^iV<p: life ifdten JmiAHlJk* kf iBccdj*^'^ 
a PerionJfpr w^om ht hals dnRncme^Om^^nl inO^ 
as you ;ar? a J^fett of iHonchsir and 4:)^ -Siiiifej 1 
make inyfcif iure itf/jfoor viyhloft^^ «t* 'if 'I 
lliould mife oi yojyir.Ap^arpbatiQiii |le #R«r'.It*? 
t^e Coi^^iP; t^ ^^M€i hbcCif© •«rif * ^ y<ftr^ HaVe 
dope, will if^^liVpUbiiicy^llGHre th6 PMidM^e't^ 
hear what 6i».Fi?ic5M,hi»(tci fj^^^ aild t(>^^d^ 
how far k is fii9p0rti»l/bj\|l«lifiM^ #iiki»&,^ A^i( 
Okd^r ^\ tl^RcOirn.tafld. - ' 4 . « ^ ^-^^v a^a 
XhejEviU^yxHi tomplaiaof '4rcPiWtlit3f itivt%ri^ 



to yourijel^ aad j^fcin Faft t\m im» Eflto^M 
Vapours. / Be pot angily? giod CdAikrt^ ftiit fer^ 
amine 1rhing«» at&eBtivQly>;^^cf wbeH yo^ Hiytf fa 
done,, tell me I siot misu]; tif you tKfok^ ftk W 
Caufe, and I promife you Fll bear it. Wheh 
you were lini^^^- 1^ had M^ great Views in 
your Head, you aded like a Man of Spirit, and 
you had the Smcpceft ^u deferv'd. In thofc aftive 
Days you had no Notion of finking under every 
little Difficulty, and of praying, like the Carter, to 
- T Hercuks, 



Kmkf^, wi^m i^9 pi};^^|ij^^|dcr 



jy. dnd ;ip Y<iry. f^ Words ?^ It.^^fi^s a, ^m 

own Shadov^* Would yoii dot laijg^ at a ^pp^ 
afraid of gpipg^ o«^i*^ripuflj^ 

enough to tann Ifiini r t am (uxe^ypii ;wr!6uld> aiji^ 
jet' where i$ the,, mighty .^ifferexi^'e ,bptw€qq l^nt 
Jind'jou? He;fc(wlcJ I?av^ tHci.jge^rpc^.follo^rT^^^ 
punw^ur^ apd.you m for havii» ?Mery .w!pq[>ari^ 
^ Ysar>$ xou;(te^;W<t]^ of^0:^'^tli'^^^^^^ 
33 woMl4iuiyf9Wf^J?iifipote i? w)t; ilii4 jipw >^ 
very tnc^eft Ketuior^jan^^^ haye y^u^npfc all!j'thft 
l^cafon \n the Wor)d>,i;o fwget;.the',ii[)^ 
Turns Heaven basrdocf you, hccaufe,u^<ioe6|ifej^ 
cio you this? Such Gratixude» ,fucl\vfPiffjf> /oiayj 
perhaps prpyok^^rovidwcofq ewrcifc ypju'^wU^ 
Evils of i^«)ther.Stam|)«.; .^,;, \. /;.\ , ; ^ 
. I love Books, a»a f hate(l^aw ja^mudx' as yoiu 
butjt can't t^ink oj'. running ia^c^^ ^ Wildern^ 
uoe^joy one> wcrf" .dying.^t tjie. vej?/ Thpygh|;s^ 
€)f the pthcf A meer Poet^ a n3c;er ^hjlofoj^ir^ 
diflEers in my Jfudgme^t v^y , iitd? frojp ^ Oieejr. 
F(K>U wcare fent info the,,Woria. tp livA ihat hL 
tpadk, not to dreairnr ^l^^ afleqp p;; ^^aj;^^ ;an(l[ 
div^tthe reft of Mai^cind w^tho^eiating^^^^ 
fions. There is a, Tj^ne for Sti^y^ and t^ejr« ,arC| 
Time* for Bufixic|sy ai^believ^ me tq.eirc*» ao. ReUfl^ 
itroney unlels we,ar^,foiiietimes talcea jUfl .wlA- 
the other. ^ Yo«r Whiinof feeklpg Peace in th^y 
Gi;9yes, ^ dcyoting the whoje of ypur Life to^ 
a rural R^tfc^jt,. would have fc^di yei^ pfetty if i^t 
ha4 been dig^ed^into Verfe, but for your Pin-, 
daFilminProie> asi^fcr«ip«^</caUsit> 'tus cjuice out o^ 

" niv 
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my Way, and thcrtfore I dfefirc i&h^ no ttldip 
cn't. I am allftnlcd that a Mair Whofc good Senft 
I once adm^ed, Should be capable ofloifing hit 
Parichte arT^ings which happen every Day, and 
which fhcfrc is not a Man in his Ncighbotirhood 
who docs not experience as well as he, and with- 
out any Tinfture of Wit or Phitefopy bears them 
better. But to be ferious and examine fairly the 
Grounds of your Complaint. 

Your Mother-in-law is very angry. Good. You 
would have been very tfngry if flie h^ difap- 
pointed you in your Dcfigns ; why then ffaould 
you think flie has no Reafon ? But fhe is refolv'd 
to^ve you a great deal of Trouble. Why, is 
flie not in the Right ? Have not you given her 
a great deal ? She propoled that her Daughter 
ihovld have married an Eari's eldcft Son, in 
which Cafe Ihe was to have married the Earl her- 
fclf ; you have fpoiled both thefe Matches, and (he 
inuft have been a very good-natured Woman in* 
deed, who would not have done twke as much. 
Mifchief for thwarting any one of them. Well, 
but you wrote her a fubmiflive Letter, and fcnt 
it by her Chaplain. All thlt was very right, but 
(he it feems, is of the Qafs of Ladies who are 
govem*d by their Stewards; fo the honcft Pricft 
lent your Letter back, which I hope you had the 
Gr*:e to commit to the Flames. Now, Sir, you 
fee the Lady*s Temper, be fo good as to think 
of other Methods; afk your Lawyers whether fhe 
is not to be plaguM? I do not mean by ground^ 
kfs and vexatious Suits, for in the Space of three 
Years Management of her deceafed Hufband's 
EfFedts, (he muft have been very prudent indeed, 
if (he has left no juft Occa(ion for calling her to 
Account. If fhe has, ufc it. 

As 
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•As tQ h^idj Sophmi ychs t>n}y infiSd her ^ith 
your own Diftemf)erj ahd tberefore if you curfe 
yourfelf, fhe will fipron; be welL Take the Pains 
to be acquslinted with your own Affairs, pead 
your Father's Will^ and the Family Settfements ; 
they won't tak^ tap ftrorc Time than U'uy and 
iTaciHis^^ and they may ferve you full as much. I 
have known fonic Gentlemen make great Difco- 
veries this Way, and very important ones. Why 
may not you ? The Lawyers^ you fay, are a trou- 
bkfome fort of People > why fo are the Phyficians 
and Surgeons j but muft I therefore /ufier a Win- 
ter's Cough to improve itf^lf into a Confumption, 
or bear a Fiftula, becaufe without Trouble I caa 
hav6 no Help? Why, Sir, the Lawyers are a very 
ufeful fort of People^ and you fay you have found 
three hofteft ones, which is pretty well for a 
young Beginner. My Father was a dozen Years 
at L»aw, ahd had pot fuck a Piece of good Luck^ 
in the whole Time. Don't think I banter you^ 
Sir, or that I am hat-d upon your Friends i my 
Advice to you is to be oetter acquainted with 
them, and then your Gharafter will do them 
fome Good. I ha^^e known a Novice in Law take 
an artful old Knave for a very honeft Fellow, ^id 
a plain down-right Man for a Perfon not to be 
dealt with. Look narrowly. Sir, into the Affair, 
and when you know as much of it as your Law«^ 
yers, you will know them better, and perhaps 
like them never the worfe. 

In the Beginning of a Man's Life, where he 
has not a fhallow Purfe, a Cbanctry Suit is not 
amifs ; it finds him fomewhat to do ; it teaches 
him the Courfe of the Court, and properly at- 
tended to, gives him jfo much Experience as en* 
ables him to avoid half a Score in the Courfe of 

O his 
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bis Days. A Suit at the fame Time in the Ex- 
£bequer is, I confels, a little too hard for a Man of 
moderate Abilities, and who is fond of bis Plea- 
furcs i but to a Man of your Sagacity and So- 
briety, it cannot afford much Fatigue; you may 
as well convcrfe with your Clerk in Court as with 
your BookfcUer ; nor can I fee any great Diffe- 
rence between walking in ff^efiminfier-bally or the 
Court of Requefts. As for the Heir at Law, fince 
his t>emand is but fmall, and at the fame Time 
indifferently founded, you may ridyourfelfof any 
Difputcs ^ith him, by promifing never to break 
the Entail, which, in Honour I think you ought 
not to do. 

The Life of a Man of Bufinefs is a true Life 
of Pleafure, becaufe he has always fomething 
worthy of a Man to do. He is in th&firft Place 
ufcful to Society, next he is belov'd and revcr*d 
in his Family ; laftly, he is always chearful in 
himfelf. .The Contemplator, the Philofopher, or 
in plain Englijh^ the Hypocbondriack, is no Body 
in Refpcft to Society, a troublefomc fomebody in 
his Family, and except, in a very fair Day, feldom 
\ipon good Terms with himfelf. He who takes 
thd World as he finds jt, afts like God's Creature, 
but he who is for new. modelling the Univerfe, 
intermeddles with the Bufinefs of his Creator, 
and afts, in Fadk, like a Man out of his Wits. It 
was the Repofe you took in the Country, and 
the fuddcn Difturbance you met with on your 
coming to Town, that threw you into this Fit of 
the Vapours, out of which I hope my Letter 
will rouze you; at leaft it is for this Purpofe I 
write it : your Affairs would fuffer if you fliould 
nod too long, and therefore as a Friend I jogg 
you by the Elbow* 

Pardon, 
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Pardon, dear Celadon^ my manner of talking 
to a Man much more capable of inftrufting me ; the 
Difference is, that at prefent I am in poffeffion 6f 
the little Senfes I have, and you a little befide yours. 
Put your Lucretius out of your Pocket, be con- 
tent to dine how and then v;ith your Lawyers, 
read the News at George's Coffee- houfe, and drink 
a Bottle twice a Week in the Neighbourhood of 
the Devil: in the Space of fix Weeks you will 
come to relifli Bufinefs, value your Mother-in- 
law's ill Humours at the Rate they deferve, and 
confider your Law Suits, rather as Lcffons in the 
Art of living, than fuch grievous Plagues sis you 
now efteem them. Thefe Medicines take on the 
Word of a Friend, and if th^y do you no Good, 
take Florimond's Advice, who is far gone in the 
Hyp too ; but I intend him fhoftly a Vifit and 
Ihali treat him then as I now do you. Adieu, (Jon't 
write me a Syllable unlefs it be a Letter of 
Thanks; which I ^urc you will be extremely 
welcome to 

^ourjincere Friend^ 

and very humble Servant, 



PHAON, 
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LETTER VII. 
SOPHIA /(? EM EL I A. 

TH E many kind Offices,, dear Emelta^ 
which you have formerly done me, and tha5 
l^iRenefs which I always thought there was be- 
tween our Tempers, incline me to commit, to 
you the Execution of a Projeft on which in a 
great Meafurethe reftoring of_my Peace depends. 
Tho* I mud. allow, that my Mother has fome odd 
Humours, and has (hewn a very unreafonablc 
Averfion to my Hufband, yet I mull always rc- 
ftiembef that (he is my Mother, and that fhe was 
very tender of me while under her immediate 
Gare. Her Law Suits therefore with Celadon^ give 
ihc inexpreflible Difquiet. On the one Hand, I 
fee the beft Hufband in the World diftreffed in 
his Fortijrie and his Peace; and on the other 
Hapdj I cannot help owning, that Ihe who di- 
ftrefles him is the beft of Parents, or at leaft was 
fo, while I remained her dutiful Daughter, This 
compels ni^ to fet a Watch upon my Lips, and 
to be extremely cautious in all my Motions; for 
as I would do nothing which might give Celadon 
Offence, fo with the fame Care I would avoid 
Ihowing any Difrefpeft to my Mother. 

Thefe Things you may be furc occupy my 
Thoughts Night and Day, I hope to fome Pur- 
pofe. My Uncle, who lives in your Neighbour- 
hood, had always a great Influence over my Mo- 
ther; I fancy if he would make a Journey to 

Town, 
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Tdiwn, and give himfelf the Trouble of paying ^ 
htr two or -three Vifits, he w©uld diflodge her 
AtHornies, and put himfelf at the Head of hct 
Coiiflfel, which would give him an Opportunity 
of terminating her Differences with Celadon in an 
aoMcable Way ; in which I am confident he would 
deny her nothing, and at the fame Time I am 
feofible my Uncle*^vould not fuffer my Hufband^ 
good Nature to be too much impofed on, I 
would hap written to him myfelf, but that his 
Wife is no Friend of mine, and a Woman of 
great Art; I could therrfbre m(h thditFkrif9tmd 
would make him a Vifit, and move the Thing to 
him as from himfelf. My Uncle is a good na» 
tared fenlible Man y and I am confident, if k ap^ 
pears to him in a r^ht Light, will readify come 
into it, as well as for Celadon^s Sake as mine, the ra« 
ther becaufe he had a great Hand in our Marriage) 
mA has been very ki^d to us fince. ^ 

Thai you may not fall into any Miftakei, it 
^m be proper to inform you, that tho* I call 
this Gentleman Uncle, he is not fo nearly related 
ta me as you imagine ; his firfl: Wi% was my 
Father's half Sifter, by her he had a Son, who 
will be the Heir of hiiEftate^ He married a fe- 
cond Wife, not of fo good a Family as my Aunt, 
5u!^ with 'li much better Fortune, and of a very 
managing Difpofition, which to fpeak the Truth, 
kas coiioributed n^t a little to m/ Uncle's good 
P<irninie, ^ofe Eftate whdn he miEirrkd her was 
btttliny an iiidiffepent < (Joodition. With all her 
good Sbn(9, (be is an* avow^'d Enemy to^' his firft 
Wift*sRtlati6m, and'thmks, whenever they make 
him^W Vifiij that they are comfc to eat a new 
Hole in his J^ftata - By- this Account of m^y Un- 
cle and his Affairs, Florimond will fquare his Con- 

o j dua. 
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duft, neither can I entertain the Icaft doubt, that 
. by his Patience and Addrefs, all Things^ may be 
brought into a rightChannel. My Mother is indeed 
fomewhat obftinate, but thAi there is no Body 
living loves her Friends better than flie, or takes 
their Advice more kindly. She did all Things on 
my Father's Deceafe by this Gentleman's Direftion, 
and I have often heard her fey,* that fhe hadJinfi- 
. nite Obligations to him on that Account, which 
makes me apprehend, that if he v^ once ia 
Town, he would have as great art^Afcendant over 
her as ever. This, I fay, is my Opinion ; but if 
you apprehend that Hope has got the better of 
Reafon, do me the Favour to let me know it, 
for if there is any Danger of mifcarrying in the 
Projeft, rd rather it fhould go no farther. You 
fee I am a very young, and a very fhallow Politi- 
cian ; help me out a little, and let it never be 
4 faid, that two young Women wanted Scnfe enough - 
to bring an old one to know her own Intereft. 
My RtfptOis to Florimcndi to your Father, Mo^' 
- thcr, and all your Family, together with the 
fincereft Wilhes for their Welfare, conclude me, 

Tourjinctre Friend and Servant^ 

SOPHIA. 

P. S. When you write me an Anfwer fend me 
fome Account of our Friend Eliza^ fincc fte will 
fend me none of herfelf, and if there be any News 
ftirring in the Country, leave me aot in the dark 
about it, that when I 09me down next, 1 may not 
appear a Stranger, or be at a Lofs in an Aflfem* 
bly for want of a little fccret Hiftory. 

LET- 
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LETTER yill. 
E MEL I A to PHAON. 

AS our Houfcs fecure us from Winter Blafts, 
fo whenever we are diftrefled we naturally 
feek the. Shelter of our Friends. Who would 
have thought, Pbaon^ when we parted at the Clofc 
of the laft Summer, that before the Beginning of 
the next, we fhould all meet with fomething to 
alarm us. The fudden Illnefs of your. Father 
ftruck your Houfe into a Confternation ; Celadon^ 
whom we all imagined polTefled of a Rowing For- 
tune, finds his CircUmftances embarraffed, and 
himfelf in no Condition of faving his paternal 
Eftate ; and we have now our full Share of ill 
Luck, in the News of my Brother's Marriage, 
which with too much Reafon we apprehend will 
go near to break my Father's Heart. ♦ 

Leander muft at prefent be near twenty, tho* I 
think my Mother ufually calls him eighteen ; he 
was always a very forward Child, and efteem'd 
much the beft Scholar in our Grammar School, 
when my Father took him from thqnce to fend 
him to the Univerfity. He h^ always a great 
Pailion for Books, and, as I thought, no (brt of 
Inclination towards the Ladies ; for when he has 
been at Home with us fometirlics for a Month or 
fix Weeks, he grew abfolutely uneafy to return to 
hi$ Studies ; and tho* he is naturally very cour- 
teous, yet could not I perceive that any of the 
Litdieswho vlfited me, had Influence enoagh to 

O 4 detain 
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detain him half an Hour after the Tea Things 
were taken away. What furprixes me ftill more 
is, that r never heard him fay a Word of the 
Cambridge Ladi«s. On Ae contrary, when he 
was with us at Celadonh Pqufe, lall Summer, I 
remember he faid m Converfation, That Marriajje 
was a furious Thing j 4?nd th^t he ikought every 
Couple who knew them, Jhould conftder before Mar- 
fiage^ 'VDbether they Jhoiitid live like Qt\dAo^ <^ So- 
phia, 1q this I anfwer*d immedi^ely, with 
tome. Warmth, Tlpat a Coi^pfe might (ove* one ano* 
iher extremely well, without being e^^ffifv^y fqi^. 
To which he replied^ That a large Share of Ten^ 
dernefs was necejfary to ballam^ the Qar^ whiel^ 
attend a married State. This,; as fai^, asf | cari re- 
colleft, is the fol^ Tw^ I ever heard him fpeajt 
prii the Subjeft, and fuch v^ Impifeflion his Ob^ 
^rvapon made, that I fpoke of it t||iat Afternooi^ 
to Florimmd-^ who anfwered, that the Qbferva^ion 
v^a^ juft, m^ t;h^t Leand^r fppke lik^ a Man qf 
Honour. 

It was fropi his Tutor my Fatljijer h^d the 
News;*all h? told him was, that having found, J|i 
one of my Brother's Books a very fond l^tlei; in 
a Female Hand, heaikedfcprp whom, it G*fne ? To 
which, he anfwer'd, from bi^. Wife, ThisAnfwcr 
fo furpri^ed the grave Qld MaPi that he^^^s \^ 
^bl^ to fay any Thing ij>or^, aftd bid hifn lae 
gone to his Chaij^ber*, inftcad of v^i^ich thg young 
Maji went to his Farther in-l^v's, who n ^ Ci^gy- 
man. not far from Cambridgey aod has fiev^r fv^ 
been near the College. My Father, as fqon ^ he 
had receiv'd the L^ttet canpie |o our Hpufe, 4nd 
finding Florimond ajid I in t^e Garden,^ puit if, 
without faying a Word, into hjs Hand, who read 
i^ aloiid.i. it thr^w usi a|l iptQ Tears, afidfir^ 

Spoufe 
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Spfiiife was th© firft who xecowciVi himfelf fo far 
as to fpeak* "This Tutor ^ faid he, is a pfange Eit^ 
hm \ he does not fa ifuich as tell us the CharaSter of 
ahe Man wbcfe Ban^ter your -Son has married: . 
Cambridge is not far of y permit me to make a 
' Journey thither. I will g^o and fpeak to Leander, 
Mnd bring you AJ(u^ Aeoouni of this J/^attev. JVo, 
.iaid the old Man, i camot fart with you \ this iil 
■Nm^s is not only fo fiddenj but fa utdookdfqr^ that 
i perceive . it ajfeiis me. deeply ^ and / fell a Faint^ 
\nefs I cannot eseprefs. On his going Home he was 
taken extremely ill, infomch that Ftorimondj who 
na uncommonly tender of him, has not lain at 
Home fince. My Mother too, between her Son's 
.Misfortune and her Hufband's Illnefs, is almoft 
diftra6led. In tl^s Diftrefs the Favour I hav« 
toi aik of you is, that you would read the inclofed 
Letter from Sophia, and in confe^uenca of her 
Inftrudions ^o what my Spoufe fhoiild have done ; 
you are ^s well, or rather better aciquainted yrith 
the Gentleman, and I make no Queftion will 
-focceed in this Negotiacion. In thfcl pfefer my 
Jriend's Bufioefs to my own •, for had not this 
Affair fallen oik, I Ihould certainly have engaged 
you to have mad« at Trip ta Cambridge, in order 
to prevail, upobi my Brother to c6mc home, anii* 
make his Peace, if poflible, by telling us the 
Truth.' It has'-boeft my Obfervatioti, that the 
Anger of Pareftt^js-beft: app^afed by the perfonal 
Sufakmiffions of their Children v for the Sight of 
them, iiweli^in^ theix Paffioiis to the utmoft Height, 
an Ebb naturally follows, and then the Pleadings 
of Nature aij^ heard •, you know! may' the betc^r 
judge of this Cafe, becauf^ I have bnde experi- 
enjd'd it, and they iay, that Experience can teach 
evea Fools* - ' ' 

I 
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I am very fenfible that my Father has juft Rca- 
iofi to be extremely chagrined at this ill-tmi'd 
Match ; you know well enough that his Eilate is 
called fix hundred Pounds a Year, but I h jve heard 
him fay, that he thinks it a good Year when it 
brings him four hundred into his Pocket: he had 
no great Opportunity of laying up, and therefore 
the Marriage of his Son would not have been 
very agreeable, even if he had met with a good 
Match. Judge you then how much he muft be 
incumbered, now this Boy has thrown himfelf 
away, and he is indebted to Har/w^/zi three thou- 
jand Pounds for my Fortune? It is true, my 
Spoufe will never alk for it ; but ftiU the Sente 
of the Debt will remain heavy on the good old 
Man's Mind, and the Knowledge of this makes me 
fo heartily uneafy, that I almoft wifh myfelf fin- 
gle. It.is now that I perceive how unjuft a Thir^ 
it is for Children to marry according to their own 
Caprice, and by one indifcrcet Aftion, baffle all 
the Cafe of a Parent's Life, I cannot however 
help thinking, that this Doftrine ought to be par- 
ticularly confider'd by Sons, who are to inherit the 
; Eftates, and ought therefore to fupport the Ho- 
nour of Families. But then, how unfit an Age is 
Nineteen or Twenty for Confideration in any 
Cafe, and how much more when the Heart and 
Head are taken up by a new Paflion, which at 
the very beginnningof its Reign turns Reafon out 
of its Dominions! Alas, Phaon^ what feeble 
Creatures are we Md^rtals ! how fleeting our Feli- 
city ; the Child that gives us Joy in the Cradle, 
gives us Death perhaps when it is grown up. If 
we did not give Way to our Paffiona^ we Ihould 
never tafte of Evil ; but then, if we never give 
Way to our Paflions, alas ! we can never tafte of 

Joy. 
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joy. But what am I writing ! The Soliloquies of 
a Philofopher are ravifliing, but the Reveries of a 
Woman muft be ftrange filly Things; do joa 
therefore pardon them in your Friend, and belicVe 
that there is no Title which is more cftecm*d by 

Tour faithful bumble Servant j 

EM EL I A. 



L E T T E R IX. 
ELIZA /^FLORIMOND. 

WHILE Pbaon is abroad, endeavouring to 
execute the Inftru6ttons given by your 
Spoufe, I take this Opportunity of corrcfponding 
with you, fuppofing that in your melancholy Way, 
an Epiftle from a Friend will not be thought an 
iinfeafonable Intrufion. You muft know, that 
my Spoufe had fcarce left liome before I re- 
ceived a Letter, which brought the News of Cla^ 
rrWtf*s Marriage, a Marriage which has aftonifh'd 
all that Part of the Country, who were ama^'d 
at feeing a broken Tradefman transformed into a 
rich Merchant, and a young Lady of nineteen 
with a great Fortune, married to a Man towards 
forty. 

Our Friend was lucky in his Adventure, and 
has gained the Lady in a very romantick Way. 
All Things were fettled in the Family before any 
Notice was taken of him at' his Inn: then the 

Aunt 
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Aunt wept thitW on feme pretence or other, with. 
fl^rinda's M^id: the Maid firil took Notice of 
fJifpohtus^ and after biding him be on his Guard 
|Qward3 the People of the Houic, pretended tQ 
introduce him to the old Lady a$ her Acquain- 
taxice 5 thefe Preliminaries over, the Aunt and the 
Lover entered into a ciotb Treaty ; he agreed to 
make up Clarinda^s Fortune twenty thoufand 
If oynds, which is to be fettled upon her. So 
. eager he was in this Matter, that he took Poft 
for London that Night. Clarinda and her Aunt 
followed two ^ays after in their Goach and Six. 
On their Arrival in Town, the Money was im- 
mediately depofited in the Fundsj and the Lovers 
were made happy Ycfterday. * Is n€>t this proceed- 
ing fpeedily, cfpecially fpr fo grave a Gentleman, 
one who I rtmen^ber. told us Once, that he look'd 
upon Love to be a Difeafe, which might be cured 
fey plentiful Keeding; of which he pretended to 
give us two or three Inftances. Alas 1 Florimond^ 
why did he hot fend for his Surgeon, inftead of 
galloping ninety NTiks to gjtt now and then a 
Sight of a Woman, young enough to be his 
I>aughtef . This was certainty enough to rivet 
him in his^Opiflion, finceit was Proof fufficient 
that the Mian was not in his Senfes. WeJl, after 
all, Love, is a-de^rate Thing with the Grave, I 
find, as wen as the Gay. 

But to talk now a little of our own Aflfeirsr. 
My Father is fe wclJ rccovciAi, that he WQ^Id 
needs accenipany his Son in his Journey. I corf- 
jfefs that I oppofed it all I could, but noPuf*- 
pofe 5 he was always extremely fond of Eintliaj 
and Phaon having fliewn him her Letter, thei^ 
was no reftmining him. According to hisSchcnie 
Fhaon is to conduft Leander honre, after fettiri^ 

him 
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him down here. They propofisi to dine Ycfter-^ 
day at the Houfe of Sdpbia'% Uncle ; and it yrM 
agreed that not a Word fhouki be faid of her at 
Table), to prevent his Lady's hanng any Notion 
of their Errand ; a good Precaution I confefs, and 
]pet to fpeak my Sentiments, I Cannot believe half 
that I have heard of her; jQie ia a Woman of 
extraordinary good Senfe^ • and therefore I can 
fcarccly believe her extravagantly covetous. Her 
Hufband was heretofore, to give it the mildeft Ap- 
pellatibnr a little too generous, and his firft Wife 
not at all of a Temper to reftrain him. This 
Lady's Fortune juft paid his Debts, which, by the 
Way, would not have aflfcdted his Eftate; and 
therefore all ftie has to depend on for herfelf and 
Children, is the Fruits of her Oeconomy. To 
fuch a Woman, Florimondj great Allowances ought 
to be made^ but what recommends her chiefly to 
me is, the Care Ihe has taken of his Son by the 
firft Wife, for whom, when he went to the Uni- 
Vcrfity, (he provided a very worthy Tutor, and, as 
file is the fole Manager, nxed his Allowance at 
three hundred ^^ j^nn. at the young Gentleman's 
own Difpofal, without Account. At the fame 
Time fhe fliows no fuch Indulgence towards her 
Own Children $ her Daughters are the beft Houfe* 
wives in the Country, confidering their Age, the 
cldefl: being but fcventeen ; yet fo it is, that this 
good Woman pleafes no body : all her Neighbours 
talk in Raptures of her Predecellbr, not without 
a fide GJacc now and tbcn at the Lady of 
whom I am now fpeaking-, 'but fhe only laughs 
at this, and as I have often heard her exprels it, 
patiently bears the Reflexions made on that Fru* 
gality which is the neceflkry Eflfeds of the firft 
Lady's Generofityi faying plcafantly, that if fhe 

had 
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had not come between, there would be no room 
kft for a third Lady to fliow her Spirit. I am 
afraid you are tir'd with this rambling Stuff, and 
therefore (hall detain you no longer, than to de- 
fire you would make my Compliments to your 
Spoufe, and afiure her, that I have the ftrongeft 
Expedtations of Phaon*s fucceeding in both 
Commifiions. Adieu ! Beheve me faichfullf* 
yours.. 

ELIZA. 



LETTER X. 

CELADON /^ FLO RIM ON D. 

Q IN C E I fent you Pbaon\ Lettef, I have 
J^ not receivM a Line from you. The Caufe 
of your Silence I cannot penetrate; but^ I am 
thoroughly perfuadcd that it is not want pf 
Friendfliip, either towards him or me, I venture 
to fet Pen to Paper again. When I wrote laft, 
it was not above three Lines. But I am now in -a 
Difpofition to entertain you longer. In the firflu 
Place, let me return you Thanks for your kind 
Letter, which breaths fuch a vifible Spirit of Con- 
cern, that I (hould be extreamly ungrateful if I 
did not acknowledge it. Certain it is, tFujft your 
Counfels coincided with my own Conations s 
but it was happy for us, that Pbaon had a dif- 
ferent way of Thinking, and had not fo much of 
that falfc Complaifance, which is the Effence of 
modern Friendlhip, as to ftifle his Sentiments. 

To 
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To thb I owe my being in better Circuml^ances, 
a^d in higher Spirits, than I was when I wrote 
you my large Epiftle. 

After reading feriouftyboth your Letters, I be- 
gan to think it perfedUy expedient to conform 
my Cpndud to the State I was m, to make a 
Virtue of Neccffity, and to be, as well as feem 
to be, reconcird to my Lot. Full of thefe No- 
tions, I fent for my Attorney, and delired him ca 
give me as diflinft an Account as he could of the 
State of my Affairs, What my Mother in-Law's 
Pretenfions were. Whence her Lawyers conceived 
her Claims rofe, and what was the Nature of my 
Defence ? I knew he was capable oi doing this, 
becaufe he was a Man of Abilities and Induftry, 
one who had all my Papers in his Hands, and 
whom my Counfel affur*d me had my Caufe at 
Heart. He fully anfwered my Expe<^tions, in 
ftating the whole Bufinefs fo freely, fully and fair- 
ly, ti»t I went to Bed that Night complete Maf- 
ter of my Affair, and thoroughly convinced, that 
Expence was the only Evil I had to fear; and that 
even this, by prudent Management, might be 
kept fo much within Bounds, as not to be a Mat- 
ter worth plaguing myfclf about. 

I was now convinced, that imaginary Terrors 
are infinitely more grievous to the human Mind, 
than any real Misfortunes. I look'd in vain for 
the Gorgons and Chimeras which had harrafs'd me 
for fo many Weeks, and was heartily a(ham*d to 
find Pbaon fo much a wifcr Man than L But be- 
ing convinced by Experience, that it was fo, I 
refolved to take his Advice. In purfuance of which 
I converfc pretty much with Gentlemen of the 
Law, and by a proper Turn of Difcourfe, inform 
iliyfclf in moft of my Doubts, and acquif^ a 

Facility 
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Facility bodx df thinking ai^d fpcaking on ihoR 
Matters. which had formerly (b peq^lcxed i!De, -»:• 
to induce a Notion that they were not to be un^ 
derltbod. The Increafe of Knowledge of what- 
ever kind is always accompanied T^ith Satisfa<5)-ion ; 
thefe Exerdfe^ were no longef tedious and trou* 
UefokBe ; I went to the Chancery Bar without Re* 
hi&toce, and read a Fan^ily Settlement with as 
HUichSatisfa£bo(Aas if it had beenibme new Frsnck 
Memoirs. In three Months, I made a total Change 
^f my Manners, and am now fo perfectly reconcited 
tb^ Bufinefs^ that I find it rather a Fleafure than a 
Fatigue. Butjt is Time to tell you, what Eflfefts 
this extraordinary Alteration has wrought, 

V It hapt)encd one Evening,, that I ftumbled in- 
to a COTtee-Houfe, where I found my Mother-in- 
Law^s Agefits. They took occafion to addrefs me, 
in hopes of picking fomething from me ; nor did 
they lofe their Labouh After a little Difcourfe, 
I eiltfered roundly on the Bufinefs : I told^bgll, the 
Caufe Was a gofod Caufe to them, bra^re -diey 
wefe furc to be paid, though but an indiflFerent 
one to me, fince I was a€ fure to pay. . That as to * 
the Ifllie of the Thing, I was in no Pain about it. 
However, to (how them I was a reafonablc Man, 
and not fuchan Enemy to the Lawyers as I was 
thought to be, I (hould think myfelf obliged in 
Honour not tb let any Pcrfon fufFer in his Profits, 
who Would bring the Matter to a (horter Dccifion, 
by making his Client comprehend the true State 
of the Cafe, The Lawyers fmil'd, and feemed 
not at all difpleafed at what I faid. One of 
them however, told me very frankly, that if the 
Thing was really as I took it to be, he appfe-«' 
hcndcd Perfuafion would fignify little to a Wo«^ 
man of my Mother- in-Law*s Temper, To which 
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t replied, that w^s my NJisfprtune •, but that I 
llwuldhbe graceful evei^ fpr ap Attempt of that 
Sort, i have Reafon %o think, that they took 
iTi^ at my Wore}, and if it h^d been in their 
Power, woyld have conipromifcd all Oifputes. 
3^ut it was not, and fo Things ran on in their old 
Channel. 

This Week oiy Wife's; Uncle came to Town, 
paid a Vifit to v(\y Mother, without coming near 
me-i and to my great Aftonifhment, fent me No* 
tice to me^t him next Pay at a Coffee Ho ufe, 
from whence he fent me Word, he wquld carry 
me fomewhere to Dinner, But guefs at my Sur- 

f)rife, when on my coming, he informed me, this 
bme where was my Mother's, He told me, in few 
^^^o^ds, that the Secrets of the Family Jay in his 
Breailj arid that he quickly convinced the 0I4 
L^dy (if I may call a Woman fo who is not three 
Months above fifty) that it was by no means 
her Inte|cft tp be upon bad Terms with me, to 
whom an the l^elatioDS of the Family wifiied weJK 
But he refufed to explain himfelf any farther, be- 
icmufe, faid he, as I would fuffer her to do you no 
Hurt, fo I would by no means hurt hen I af- 
fur*d him that was far from being my Defire, 
.and that all I aim'd at was to be eafy. Away we 
went to the old Lady V Lodgings^ where we met 
with a favourable Reception. After Dinner my 
XJncle took his Leave, aindl alfo would have with- 
drawn-, but my Mother told me, that we were 
too nearly related i-o part fo fopn. After wc 
were left alone, fhe difcoursM rneih a very friendly 
Manner, and calked with fo much Franknefs, that I 
couJdnotheipcryingout, Madaniy didwe ever differ f 
3^<?j, Celadon, faid fhe, laughing; but L am 
fatisfiedy that it is my Bujinefs tg differ wi(h you no 
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longer^ fince my Chaplain^ my Lawyers^ and my Bro- 
thcTy are gone over to your Side. I forget from this 
Moment that you married Sophia without my Cottr 
fent'j do you forget that I was piqUed at it. My 
Brother*s coming to Town was ^ Plot of her^s^ I 
believe without your Knowledge^ and it. is no Jmall 
Satisfa^iion^ that my DmigJpter has fiill fucb a regard 
for my Peace. The next Day fhe din'd at our Houfe, 
and this Morning I have paid her Attorriies to 
their Satisfadtion, and I aflure you to mine, fince, 
at the beginning of the ^uit, I would have^-gi- 
ven^teh Times the Sum to have been quit of it. 
Though it is certain, in that Cafe, befides my 
Money, I Ihould'have loft as much 'Experience 
as I no vv value at the fame Rate. 

Thus I am delivered from the Curfe of the Law, . 
both' fdoher and in a cheaper Manner than I ex- ' 
pedted. I havelikewifedifcover'd an eafy Method 
lor clearing my Father^s Eftate, fuch a one as wilt 
make both him and me eafy. It was originally 
fourteen hundred Pounds a Year, but having now 
five Mortgages upon it, fome of which, by the 
help of Continuation-Money, have born between 
fix and feven per Cent. Intereft, it has not brought 
in for thefc twelve Years pjift, above four hundred 
Pounds a Year; but, on my Father's afligning all 
in his Power to me, I am content to grant him a 
clear Income of five Hundred. In the mean 
Time I have procured Lady Sophia"^ Truftees to 
'take all, the Mortgages into their own Hands, 
at five per Cent. Now as thi^ Intereft is to be 
paid over to me, I intend to apply it, with what 
Savings I can (without Prejudice to my Repu- 
tation) make, to the Difcharge of the Debt, 
which if I live, will be extinguifhed in about 
fen or twelve Years. Am I not grown, Flori- 

mond^ 
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kr, that nothing but their aiSting uniformly 
ought to furprize us, which not being Clarinda's 
Cafe, I cannot allow any Thing^ln it ftratige. I 
wilh my Friend doubly happy, fi'rft as a Man, and 
next as a Friend, to whom I have'had great Ob- 
ligations. It is true, that there is fomewhat odd 
in his Temper ; but amongft other Singularities 
which expofe him to Cenfure, there is one which 
certainly deferves Praife; he is Angularly honeft. As 
a Trader, he has as much Honour as a Grandee 
of Spain ; and as great a Contempt for Profit, 
when put in the Ballance with Honefty, as any of 
the ancient Philofophers. In what he ufed to 
fay to us of Love, hefpoke like a Novice who 
had never felt it : in what he fpeaks now he 
fpeaks from Experience, but the Stile is the fame, 
always vehement, always fincere. If Clarinda is 
wife fhe muft be happy; her Huftand is a. Man 
of many Virtues, with a few Foibles, which will 
appear only Exccfles of Virtues when thoroughly 
underftood. For Example, his own rigid Integrity 
makes him diflikc many Things which Cultom 
hath.rendred tolerable to. others; he won't go- 
to a fmutty Comedy, nor does he greatly care 
for Mafquerades ; he thinks. Quadrille too expen- 
five, not of Money but of Time ; lie feems to > 
be a fevere Mafter, but withal he is a very kind 
one, and I am acquainted with no lefs than three, 
who were bred in his Gompting-Houfe, that now 
make a Figure in Trade. There is an Exadlnefs 
in his Family which does not pleafe at firft Sight; 
but by Degrees one is eafily reconcil'd to it, and 
then it appears to be not only very convenient, 
but the neceffary Corifequence of that Variety of 
Bufinefs which he tranfads, It muft indeed feem 
ftrange, that fuch a Man as this (hould be paffio- 

nately 
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nately ia Love; but we all know^ that this Fafflaq 
3^s unaca)untably in every Man, and why no^ 
in him? You life he has ended *.hi« Affair ho^ 
nourably, and generoufly, has carried his Miftmfa 
like a Man of Gallantry; but hjs Settlement upn 
on his Wife is like a Merchant's. As to the JM^ 
fcrence of Age, I do not fee So much in it m 
the World talks of ; in fifteen Years Clarinda will 
be tov^rards forty, and her Hufband above fixty \ 
no Body wiU think them ill cnatehed then, and 
how (hould there be fuch an unreaix>nable DifFe^ 
rence at prefent ? I hear a migkyBuftle in our 
Houfe, which makes me fancy our new Rektion 
Sir Edward is come ; my Mother informs me it 
is juft fo, I muft go into the Parloiyr and pay 
my Refpefts to him, that is, to avoid being a 
little uncivil to him, I muft be abrupt with you, 
which I know will be cafily pardoa*d in, 

TourfincertFmnd^ 

and obedieni bumik Servoitt^ 

FLQRJMOND. 



LETTER XIV- 
CELADON /d^ FLORIMOND. 

IW A S in great Hopes that I fhould have per- 
fedly adjufted the little Scheme » I have to 
offer you before I left the Town, and I thought to 
have been at your Houfe in a Week at leaft, after 

I 
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X reached my own; but fuch is the InftabiUty of 
all human Contrivances^ that my Project is not 
yet ready ^ nor have I been able to fee you, tho* 
I have- been here three Weeks j to affign you 
the Gaufes very minutely would take up more 
Room thin they defervc* The Story of the Re- 
wo[ra\ which is faid Jto be np bigger than, a Her- 
jring, and is, yet capable of ftpppir^ the largeft 
Veffel, wais contrivM only to jfuggeft, that the 
jsrerieft Trifles fuffice to occafion us Difappoint- 
meiits!. •;• 

The Affair of Ldw^^efV Father- in-law is en- 
tirely fettled ; I faw him when I was at Cambridge^ 
and almoft repented of having promoted his Ex- 
thange of this Parifh for yours. I find, however, 
.that he does not much incline to refide cpnftant- 
ly at either, through an extraordinary (if I may 
fo call ^ a natural Affeftion) for his own little 
Dwelling. We have hitherto been miftaken about 
XXy in fgppofing that it was the Parfonage Houfe \ 
that is,, it feems, at the other End of the Village, 
gnd let at the full Sum of Seven Pounds i Year. 
The Pie(:e of Land, or rather Bog, on which the 
Doftor's Houfe ftands, lay wafte \ he purchafed it 
from the Lord of the Manor, for twenty five 
jPounds. The firft Thing he did was to dig a 
Very large Pond, which one way or other cofthim 
two hundred Pojands,- and while diggiajg expofed 
him a little to the Corjteoipt of his Neighbours. 

This Pond fervM to drain the Mar{h5^ and left 
the upper Part of it v^ry dry : there the Doftor 
built his Houfe j it confilts of a Hall, and three 
goodParloursbelowStairs,fourhandfomeChambers 
above, and as cpnvenient Offices and Out-houfcs 
as a Man can wifh. His Gardens arc quite in a 
^Dutch Tafte, and the Improvements he has made 
. Q^ . on 
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on all liwft! of Tree^ delighting'iii a wkry Sd^ 
would require a Treatife to defcribe-themr His 
Bees are worth to him as mudi a& his Liy^ing^ ficif 
with all the Beneficence of a Man of Quality^ life 
has all the Contrivance of a Projedor, Onecan^ 
not wonder that he is fo fond of a Place t>about 
^hich he has taken fo m^ch Pains, and rendered 
fo very agreeable. There is therefore no Gi?0iind for 
preffing him to leave it ; ^nd a^ he indifiescto live 
with you in the Winter Months, Icaiinoi bcft 
think you have Caufe to be fatisfied. I havt 
Keafon to hope he will Ihortly have a P^ebeind in a 
neighbouring Cathedral, which wottld feieYwrJr 
agreeable to him in all Refpedls ; y^ovt >fAiy ' de- 
pend on my utmoft Afliduity in this Matter^ aiid 
be aflur'd, that having' mention'd it to ydu^' J 
will not reft till it is accompliChed. " ' v ' 

I have fomething in View for Leander ; 'he imy 
live, I think, very well in your Parfonagb-ttoiili. 
Your Father, if I reme*nber right wh^t- PJbaik 
faid, intends to put him in Poffeffion -of ah 
Eftate of two hundred Pounds a Year $^Pc^Wi!ilb 
you I think he is too young to managfeit; 'iFhete 
is^ an Attorney in your Ncighbourhockl WhottvC 
have recommended lately to a very confiderabit 
Employment, tho* I fcarce knew him, upon ei- 
prefs Condition, that he makes Leander a Pritfent 
of five hundred Guineas, which, well managed, 
will fur Aiih his Houfe, and keep it too for a coi^ip!^ 
of Years ; he will then be older, and we -will fee 
what can be done. You will pardon, Flmmond^ 
the Freedom with which I meddle in your Fa- 
mily Affairs ; it is the only Way in which I Cm 
give you any real Proofs of my Efteem ; and Gon- 
fequently, in which I can do myfelf a fenfifete 
Pleafure, - It is on Account of you, and^f Emif- 

lia^ 
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£0, • thaft, kithbrce I faai^ tak^n a. dittkicfgih^ fSt 
JLiunldar\ as^ie gnotw!& older) I^m perfuad^ ha,^sM 
oJTO biy FiJkndlhip Jto his bwn Mdrit:/ 1 TJaerc 
'Cannot be, Ib my Judgmenc^ a be&cefc iM^a-jthah 
io leftore the ForCHoe of ayaung>Man,$:!atul:if 
this had nioc been nay Opinion, I fhouU^/c^iftam^ 
iianre taken it up in Emuladan of? jPifrA^i^^^whofe 
Virtue and good Senie raifes him inorci'iitctDy 
Judgment, than Title or Efta; e poiTibly ctxuld dd. 
thS^ are filefficigs which any Man may owe td 
Provkien€e, but thofe are Goods inefiimablev and 
Vfiy at tihe fainb ITitne, entirely of his own ia^- 
quiring. u 

I find the Country n^ore pleafant dian ever, and 

SI'leadibErietfhat a)dif{erent Sort x)f Life here, 
_ flB what/'Iwas Wont to do. At prefent I am 
employed in fettling my Affairs in this Part of the 
^orld : by the . End of this Week, however, I 
hope to have got through Bufinefs, and to have 
'Leifiire to refrelh myfeif with my Friends. Is 
^terdnotfomething noi)le in that Expreffion, Flori- 
iwnd? To what End do we live, if we are 
thoughtful only for ourfelves ? The State of a 
fotkary Perfon is, in the Judgment of Mankind, 
equal to capital Pumfiunent, or is at leait the nekt 
Puniihmeint to it- Our SaiIor$, I think, call it 
MarGomng. They fct a Man on Shocc, wirfi a 
"^Bface of Mufkcts, and a. Quantity of 'Amimini- 
tion^ with which he is^ to provide^'for himfelf. 
|uft fd, (hcfelfinterefted Man ads id this World ; 
he carei^ for nothing bijt his Afms^and Ammu- 
nition ; in this oply he is unlike the w^r^(?»V Sailor, 
tliat he difcharges not On Wild Beafts, but on his 
own Kind. Friendihip Jfeems to me to be the 
greateft and moft rational BleiTing we enjoy. In 
common- Converfation, we fpeak with fo many 
0^2 Re- 
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Rcftrii9iDns, bur Compliniente have & littfe 
meaning, and our Subje<fts are fo very trivial^ that 
to a Man of found Senfc, cthey arc abfol^tdy irfc- 
ibmev tnltead of being, entertaining. But with 
Friends, we do not lo properly fpcafc, as think 
aloud J ^wc are at no Paiiis to dilguifc oui! Sen- 
timents^, and that Plainnefs which wxnild offend in 
anothier^is particularly pdeafing in a Friend.n.A 
State of Friendftiip is a State of Innocence; arid 
'i am perfuaded that a Man who has manyFrittids, 
may be faid to have entrenched hirpfelf againft 
Vice. He will be afrjud of doing iU* Things, 
left he ftiould difoblige them. Tbefe are my 
^Notions, and I know they are yours. Tkeyiare 
xhtNotvons^tod oi Pbaon^ cSHippofytuSr andibme 
.x>thers I could name-, but they are wideenough 
from the common Notions of Mankind.^ .Come 
then, Florimand^ comt in the Spirit of Frieadfliip, 
to a Houfc where it fhall ever reign. Let us en- 
joy durfelves for two or three Weeks, as if we 
were Grieksot RQmam. I admire . Sohn^ t jh^ad- 
mir6 Cicero^ but I canriot conceive why EngRfibmen 
Ihould not imitate them* Sir Tbontas Mortyms 
not a worfe Law- giver than the former r and if 
.Tuilyyjttt living, and wrote in Englijh^ he would 
perhaps think it a Compliifnent> if we plae'dihim 
next to Macon. Our Wits approach theirs ; let it 
• be our Care therefore, to try if we may not rival 
them as Friends. Sure I am, that the Warnjth of 
that heroic Spirit fhall never cooj in my Bpfom> 
until it be extinguifhed ^ith the vital Flame. 

Adieu. I atfi 

2^ours ftncerehjy 

* / QEl^ADQN. 

LET- 
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LE T T E R XV, .^ 
LEANDER /^ CELAFON. ^ 

ASitis4)iir Duty, of two Evils, to chufe the 
leaft, lam guilty of Prefumptipn in writ* 
ingythat tny Silence may not pafs forlngratitude^ 
I find myfelf fo happy^ that I have nothing to 
wifh, and l^ndcasrour tx> exprefs the juft Senfe 'I 
havepfjQiy Friends Kindnefe, that I may haxreno- 
thing to fear, J was £0 diftrefe*d when Phaon took 
me under his Protection, that, like a Seaman, with- 
out Hope^ I durft iiardly look rpund me, fo 
much of Horror did I find in the Profpeft. To 
him, Lowe not the Recovery of my Spirits, but 
the Ufe of them ; 1 had gained a kind of {mattering 
in Books at the Uni'wrfity, but PJbaon prefented 
tne the Horn Book^ as to Things. I am fenfible that 
I am (till a Novice in them, with juft as much Senfe 
as teJls me Jnow much 1 ftandindebt^ to thodCe 
who delivered me from being quite a FooL My 
Marriage was the Wdrkof an unreafon^ble Love ; 
and if I had jnot been refcued from my own extra- 
vagant Notions, I had undone the moll innocent 
Creature in the World, while I intended to make 
her happy. I am now. Sir, putting away thofc 
childifti Thoughts, and, under the Tuition of 
PhaoHj am ftudying the firft Chapter of the Ufe 
of Life, fo much the more fuccefsfuUy, fince out 
of a mere Beneficence of Temper, you have 
beftowed on me the Means. . 

CL2 My 



My Father-in-law is fo well provided for, that 
he thinks himfelf too rich ; and. though nay Fa- 
ther, ahdr'indeed all our Family, not excepting my 
Mother, prefs*d him to abide by the Propofition 
you had made, yet he would needs give me three 
thoufand Pounds with his Daughter, referving for 
the Mai^itenance of his unhappy Son, his little 
HouTe, and the Land belonging to it, which it is 
fuppofed would let for-about forty Pounds a Year. 
Thi^M5!>h^, which make^ my Wife's Portiof), my 
" FithePa^ to have, and it Will effe<aually rcftify 
whaticver w'ai amife in his AffaifS, and by giving 
hfnv Pfeace, add 1 Rope to the Number of his 
t^earsi Emeiid is fo Well pleaftd wkh he^- Siller, 
thstt''#f^ <Brt)tiief and I am in danger of l^eiiig 
iihmartWd'i \ the tadies refid6 at hi* H6tjfe,* 
whiHf he'irid I are in bhe Rooni at my Father's. 
VJc'V^eM hdweVet^ th^ gr^ateft Pafrt of the Diy 
ail together^ and the furnifliing my Houfe i^ iii 
rwi^-^Forwdrdi^fs, that wfe hbpe to be there in left 
ilian a Month's Timfe, Thus, Sir^ in bardf tell- 
ing you fny Sto4*y, 1 make you the higheft Goih- 
pliment, fince, had It not been for you, I had 
h6t either had I^ouft nor Furniture, exc^ept perhaps 
in a Dreanl. P come intp thc^ ' WorM your Crea- 
ture, and I defire no greater Honour than to five 
in it your Servant. 

1 ath fo little us'd to writing, that I forgottill 
this Moment the only Ihing whkh could juftify 
iny troubling you. • The Attorney in our Ndgh- 
bourhdod mide me a Vifit Yeft^rday, and acquit- 
ed^hiiiiftlf of his Promife to you like a Mkn of 
Hbnour. I would have given him an Acknowledg- 
ment under my Hand, -but he refufed any other 
Difcharge than this, of acquainting you how 
punctual he was, by Letter. I muft imform you 
• - ^ klfo 



alfo; of:;> T0W extraordinary Piece of Civility 
wiiich I (eceive4Nfrom t;he Clergyinap who is now 
your .Reidle*. When he quitted the Houfe iq 
which lam to live, he left a fine Sett of the 
Clafficfca, cim hqHs mrtorum^ in his Study, with 
a Letter to me, fignifying, that they would ferve 
to empioy, rati txW I furnilh'd the reft of the 
ShdV^ my felf. I prpteft I begin tp .doubt 
whether all I haye read of the Wiclcedpefs and 
Bafenefs of MwUind fate not downright Calumny^ 
lince, on my firft Acquaintance with (hemt I have 
met with fuch fair and candid Treatment. When 
my Father-in-tew comes next to fee us, which wiU 
hcrvi^y (hortly, he intends. Sir, to w^it upon you, 
aod will make you. what I believe will be no un- 
welcome Prefent.. It is a little Treatife of his 
own, written oa the Plan of Xenofhoifs (Econo- 
mcks. He c»\U xx^^.S^em Qi Rural S^ienc^^ and 
.fo indeed it is;; fo/ as there is no Part of a Coun- 
try Life in which he is not well verfed, fo all 
ddie Effefts^ of his Expedience are drawn into the 
Compafs of a Pock^ Volume. I told him how 
imuch you '♦^ere iaclwed to ftudy Country Affairs, 
i^id this put him upon tranfcribing his Vademcum^ 
lofr.your Service. Pknon^ who is- allowed to hav^ 
a good Tafte in thefe Things, r^ad over the Ori- 
.ginal' with great Satisfadion •, and it 13 from his 
Character of the Book* that I have ventured to 
think it not unworthy jout Vt^vuM.Florimand 
will bear us Coisipftny when wexome, but it will 
be only for a Night, that our Gratitude may not 
:be tcoublefome; My Father earneftly defires that 
I would pay his Thanks with my own. You 
kaow his Temper too well to doubt of his Sincerity 
or of his Zeal : but I dare, fay Sir, yPw will hardly 
tjeljcvc, that not withftanding* his late Jllnefs* he 
Qii was; 
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wis in fuch Spirits laft Night, th^t 4ie ento^ 
taincd us with feveral Tunes upon the Lute, ai^ 
old fafliion'd Inftrument, on which he is iaid^tq 
play with great Judgment. My Wife fuhg an 
Air composed hy 'Phaon^ ^n jE/te^'s. Birth-day ; 
and it is impoITible for nie to tell you, how muck 
of Harmony there was in our Minds, as well as 
<^ur Mufick. Indeed I fhpuld not have fet down 
fuch a Trifle, but that \Kfori»^^ who defircs if, 
ftands at my Elbow, and affures tne, that this wUi 
be read with as much Pleafurc as it is written. 

As I a£t on this Occafion as Secretary to thflf 
whole Family, I am direfted likewife to prcfcnt 
the Refpcfts, I dare not call them CompHmentsi 
of Emelia^ to yourfelf and Lady Sifbia^ She coa^ 
ceives herfelf indebted to that Lady for aCargiir 
fhe lately received from the Indies. I mean a Pre^ 
fent of Tea and China frpm Clarindaj which bi» 
ftunn'd all our Neighbourhood. Our Houfe was 
like a Fair for two or three Days after the Acqui- 
fition of this Benefit. The Gift was too, grand to 
be concealed ; there were two Jarrs of fuch an e- 
normous Size, that our Chambermaids ftand at a 
Diftance with their Brooms, and are afraid to 
come near them. If I was to tell you all the ftrange 
Things that were faid in our Houfe on this Occa- 
fion, it would require a fmall Trcatifc ; the Suiii 
'Total, however, may be compriz'd in a Ihbrt Sen- 
tence, viz. That Clarinda was as generous as a 
Princefs, and her Huftand at leaft as rich as the 
great Mogul. I do not wonder at thefe odd Con- 
ceptions, fince toiKtell you the Truth, this Accident 
had fome Efffift upon me •, that is to fay, it gave 
mc a high Ojpinion of the Confequence of Trade, 
accompanied with fome Regret, that I had not 
been bred to it. I began to confider with myfelf, 
'^^ - how 
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how many Queftions might be ^ed me about 
this little Cargo, which Would hot f^il to Non- 
plus all n^y Uniyerfity Learning. For Inftance, 
the Material and Nfanufa^ture of China, the Na- 
ture and diflferent K|nds of Teas, their Value in 
the Place where they grow, and their real Virtues; 
how, and when the Ufe pf them was introduced ii^ 
Europe^ and what Quantities, it may be prefum'd 
are brought hither yearly frotn the Indies? Quef- 
tions which might be afk^ with the fame Readi-' 
nefs that it wou'd have coft ihe Pains and Trouble 
to anfwer thecn. 

I^ would certainly^ become me to clofe this E- 
piftle with an Apology for writing it, but I chufc 
iotther to rely on the Excufe already made for the 
Iniberty I have e^en, and to truft to yo\iF Good- 
Nature as to the Matter it contains. All ou^Fa* 
mily,^ as thev are equally obliged fo they are c-- 
qually graterul to you and to Lady Sophia^ for 
your Favours and hers j and therefore, in their 
Names as well as my own, I venture with the ut- 
moftRefpe^b^ tofubfcribemyfelf, 

^be Humblefij 

And nufft Devoted f 

Of your Servants^ 

LEANDER. 
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LET T E R t . V / 

P H A O N /tf C ELA D aN^ 

HERE are few Chings, my good 
Friend, pleirfing to you, which at the 
fame time do not alfo fuit with my In* 
donations.. TheProjeft however which 
you .mentioned the other Day to Flo- 
nV»^»iandmyfelf, gives me more than ordinary De- 
light. That we are all Lovers of Poetry is true, 
and that our Obfervations on that pleafing Sub- 
. je6l would be equally entertaining and inftruftive, 
is, I think, without Vanity highly probable. Do 
you therefore refolve to execute that Part of the 
Schenie which you have taken upon yourfelf, I 

mgan 
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titt^nr Rerharks 6fr the Claffick WHtelrjr, and on 
Aie Attehipts whkh havie beea <ilade to put them 
intdEngliJb^ and yoti wiH find none of us back- 
ward in excepting what is "v^ithiq the Compafs of 
our Capacities ; but as Metfrod' is ufefiil in all 
Things, fo I apprehend ^it Will riot be amifs to 
give lome Gtitft, before w^ begin, it what every 
wan may be like to perform ; Ictus then, as at 
Proccfltons,* introduced th^ youngcff firft, and con- 
clude with the eldcft, ' 

Leanderj'I ifind, h^th addifted Mmfelf to the 
Study of the antient jPoets in th^fe Northern 
Parts. I difcover'd this when Iwent to vifit him 
in the Fens ; he hadf^^^'s Saxon Grzmmar ort 
iris Table, which induced me to enquire what 
Ufc he coiild poffibly make of that Language. To 
which I remember he anfwer'd ffhartly. He could 
futit to the fame Ufe that the greatejl Part of 
JLeaming wasfut ta^ viz. amufing himfclf; for^ 
continued he, I find that our Fore-fathers wrote in 
this Language what would look eDCtremely well in 
lours. As a Proof of this he fhowM me a Page 
or two of Robet^r of'GlouceJier^ an old rhiming 
Engli/h Hiftorian, tend'rpi into modern Verfe. • I 
muft do him the'ltiftlce to fay, I perufed it with 
a great deal of Pleafure; and the Difcourfe 1 
aftell^rards had witH him convinced me, that nei- 
ther our 5^^<?» Anceftors, their imniediatcDefcen- 
dants, or any of their Neighbours, were fo rude 
and illiterate as We are taught to believe them. It 
m?y therefore I^ think be ^xpefted from Leander^ 
that he (hould illuftrate this dark Subjeft, and try 
what he can fay worth hearing of the Englifh Poets 
before Jeffery Chaucer^ who is commonly efteem'd 
the Father of pur Poets. 

Fhrimond^ 
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Fhrimond^ of all my Acquaintance, is the bd|: 
rtzd in Englijb Poetry of all kinds 5 and I think I 
may fafdy add, that he ftudies it critically. If \ 
therefore might prefume to dircd liis Enquiries, 
it (hould be to take up th? Thread where Leat^^ 
4er l^ts it drop, and continue the Story of, <iur 
Engiijb Mufes from Chaucer down to Dryden. t 
would not by any Means be thought to prefcribe 
him the tedious Labour of reciting the Names and 
Charaders of fo many Poets*; all I propoife is, a 
free Epiftolary Diffcrtation r on the . Progef» of 
Poetry during that Space of Time. . DifFerent 
IVlen have different Ideas, of Things ; and by 
comparing thefe difEnrcnt Ides^s,. Truth » is. beft 
difcovcr'd. J know many People, who tho^ 
great Lovers of Englijb Poetry, care for nothing 
higher than Waller^ and contemn many of the 
Poets who were his early Contemporaries. I conx 
fefs I am not of their Opinion, aadl know that[' 
Florimnd is pf my Sentiment, yet I Ihould b^ 
glad to read what he can oifer in Defence of it; 
becaufe I am confciousi that, my pwn Notion is 
rather founded in, Temper than in Reafon. .,l! 
am naturally fond of fuchr, Poets as difcoyer^ 
ftrong Fancy; and thereiEbre admire ^ Sidney y 
Spencer^ ^nd Drayton^ more tl^aq many. of .the 
Moderns. Florimpnd i? not only pleafed with 
our ancient Poets, but alfb imitates them very 
happily; that is to fay, bcpreferves their Spirit 
and manner of Writing, without falling into 
their Defects, particularly fallej foiymes, and 
liarfli Numbers ; I mpntion,. this, that out of 
^any he has by him, he may be prevailed upon 
to tranfcribe a few. For fjnce we all agree in 
this, that except the £»fij/& Homer ^ the prefent 
Age is but barren in Poets, I could be content 

that 
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.tiat every Man who has any Vein Ihould cultivate 

At. Rhimeis indeed we have marry, who when, 

,thcy hayc made Profc jingle, will needs fancy 

.they -have been writing Verfe. This I the more 

I wonder at, becaufe we certainly do not want Cri- 

ticfcs; for Ode who writes, there arc ten under- 

'ftand Poetry tolerably well; nor is there aAy 

Thii^ ipore odd than to hear a Man judicioufly 

! remark the DcfoSts in another Perfon's Poem, and 

, afterwards recite a worfe of his own ; which yet 

lis many a Cricick's Cafe. But I anticipate j?%r/- 

inondh Kcmdrks on this Subjeft, wte' is infinite 

Jy better acquainted with it, and can write with 

more Temper than I^ perhaps becawfe he is lefi 

afraid of theCriticks, for it is a juft Confcquence, 

that in propprtion as we apprehend we abhor, as 

Dryden findy {siysy 

c Our Atabmfi4r:^thtfe Criticks as bis Fate^ 
, And tbefe hijems^ by Confequence muft bate. 

V J will next contribute all that lies in my Power 
to the Entertainment of my Friends, by running 
through the; Obfervations I have made in read- 
ing the French and Italian Poets. With the firft I 
was familiar when ;vcry young: the Perfon 
chiefly -trufted by my Father in the Management 
of his Affairs was a French Gentleman, a Native 
of Lyons \ his Father had been ruined by meddling 
with the Revenue, and not being able to bear 
his Misfortunes broke his Heart. t1i(| Son was 
• a Mfen of jgood Senfe, and had receivM an ex- 
celi^nt Education, while his Father liv*d in 
the Sun-lhine of Fortune. He taught rfie the 
Fr^»<:^ Language, and made me acquainted with 
their belt Authors, pointing out and explaining 
^ * their 
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jhtit Beabtiies^ by tdftng mi cte <2»ftom8 of dte 
Beople^ or iofarmii^ me of the fecret Hiftories lb 
which ^hefreliat^cV^^ wbicfa, 

their Senfdwas 1)ut half underftood. 'By ZSegress 
^ brought mc ta. read not .only readily, but with 
Sati$fa6tian,^^ then* dd Aikfaors,: particularly -their 
Poets, which :in:hi3 Dpimoh wcne preferable to 
the Moderns. / Having once a.Rclifn of this fort 
»f Reading, I alw^s pirefcrvid i?t, a^d took: Care 
CO keep a goodCcik&on ofthcfe Foreign Baids, 
without neglodting or defpifing JOur own. When 
^nce the Expediency of fending me into liah 
:hid been jtaHced bn^ I: took Care to nnake myfelf 
acquainted Iwith. thacTongqc 5 and as my Genius 
led me to Poetry, I of Coi^uence ^ndeavoury 
IP gndei^ftand y erfc as foon as; t knew a Utile of 
Profe; but I muft own to you, ^ that! found tMs 
Matter very difficult ; and fure if I was to value 
Things bj thfe ?Paiks they^l^xifti. i^"^ii^i^VreaJIy to 
efteem the - little I know of Ae*^ Itakan '■ Poets, 
lince I purchafed it at fo dear a Rate. I muft 
farther add,* that if I had never gone ^to Lighcrn 
my Application, would have been to very little 
Purpole. The Converfation of the Italums^ I 
mean of.fuch as were Lovers of the Poets, brought 
me to undcrftand and like them much better than 
I had coiK^iv*d it poffible for me to do; yet I 
muft own to you frankly, that I believe our Poe- 
try in- £//|^/5«^ is in a manner defcended from the 
Italian^ which was th« Langu^e of the Court it^ 
the Reigri of Queen Elizabeti^'ZviA the favourite 
Language of the three greai^ft Wits our Ifland 
.ever produced. Sir Philip Sidney y Edmund Spencer y 
and John Milton^ not to mention foma Poets 
earlier than they, who forinld therwielves on the 
Italian Plan, fuch as the ir^genious Earl of Surry^ 
r... I ^ « Sir 
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ftfe^v^efign, )i^ Pp^qT^ k to promijfe) a^d fip 
tagcr am -{» Jttrat { MrJft iPWrfermiipg ; -you will 

fir J Boay bcof Wim rfie CoiKjuft.pf that ex- 
irelkrit. iSch^mie y^kh: ^4 h^ve ; kid dpwn ; if 
yjott . wHil f\M»ife /n?e *iffe any EJif^pus, I iho^ 
amfidisric a^ a nf^ Obl^tipfi, ^^purfiie tbeni 
vrichpqo^l £^un£fcuali||r;^Qd flt^xfSi^^^ if ngt^ 
ym iWiU: baV^ thn.mp^ Rcafen ipo cxcufe my 
Faultsr-vV .' *.-.',.. 

. iffercl think your ow^ Part will properly come 
ii^ I tnueta. the Hift^ of tb^ Imiprovement oi 
iBi^^^Pobtry, iifOm theStpciy and Tranflajtions 
of:.che.Cla(ruck&, iThi3ij[ knQw ha^ b^en your fa- 
jeomrite Topick) or4f Lm^y be allowed the Ex- 
pfvilioiH tluit ViaU«ryf{i|39f JP^rmJus in which you 
liareiifpcnt flagft vTim^^* J npver dealt much in 
Com{4nn0nt8|^,8c4 tbierefbrei yqu may belij^ve jp^ 
»beci I (ay« tbaitiilip Maiiof my Acquamtance is 
better iikiUed/iq tbdhrXbing$ than yourfelf ; be Ip 
good therefOFfe as to iay afide all DiffideQce, with 
^hlch I bate fottietiioesf known you troubled, and 
teUr m ^youf; SeiHttnueifits freely : we are all you,r 
i^tionds, and tbia ^ no[S|Ca|:e Affair; therefore I 
tawfiofc/fqj'tany^juftifiable Reafon for Referye, 
otberwifelwould tiot prefi you to be ppem The^ 
is another Thing, iince we are upon this Subj^^ 
Lmuft put youitt Mind of; and tha^ is, the 
Modern Latin Poet3, with whom I know you 
liavebccn extreamly familiar; they are, I con.- 
£efs, a fort of Folks wijh whopfi I bayc converfc^ 
lefs than I ought, and as I have nov no Tipje to 
lofc, I fliould be glad to knpw, if ever I conajs 
•aradngft tbem,..wh^re to pay my A^^^ff^s. 
This I have Reafon to believe is the Cafe of 

much 
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much wifer Men ttian t; and ther^fort I kppiH^ 
hend fuch a DilTef tation i^ I f^ might be 

cxtreamly iafeful, and at the fame Tinae very eil* 
V tertaining, as Charafteriftick Writings geheriUy^ 
are. The French Gentiemiti LtnentiOfi'd €0 you; 
who was my Preceptor m this Sciendei fell into a 
lingular Err6i' on this S^j^dfe; that is, He^ntefr 
tain'd fo high an Opinion of the Clafficks^' fhat . 
except two <S^/i Poets, bucbixoH snd Jobn^MjVrhQ 
both tranflatedthe Pfalfts^ he would not ali^^r 
there was a modern Poet who wrote in Latin worth 
reading. It is an eafy Matter to give any Senti- 
ments to young People ; and t confefs that what 
I have heard him fay on this Subjed had too much 
Weight with nae, for it not only drew me into 
his Opinion, but engaged Hie alfo to become a 
^zealous Defender of it-, till by conVerfirtg with you 
I began to fee that I was iti the wrong, :andityou 
can but be perfuaded to ufe yow>Talents, and 
your reading with Freedom, iii this Caufe, I doubt 
not that you will convince others i which Imeni 
tion the either, becauffc I am fenfible fome of ouy 
Friends want Li^t in this Refpeft. -Do not fup 
pofe that I am weak enough to imagine I can give 
you any infferuAions, iall I pretend to is, to ofFet 
a few Hints, tod to enter a Caveat againfl: your 
(hewing top much Modefty, where your Friends 
cxpedt a Difplay of your Wit and Knowledge in 
Books. I proceed now to the kft Member of ouir 
Society, the venerable TheodoruSy the Father-in-law 
of Leander\ who has ftudied Poetry longer, and 
is at leaft as well acquainted with it as any of us. 
The Convenicncy of a Country Retirement^ 
the Nature of his Employments therein, joined to 
an eafy and happy AfFediori for the Mufes, have 

con* 
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^cmtributed to make this ddmir^ble old Man as 
iigrceable in this Light, as he is in every other. 
He has chiefly ftudied the Greek Poets ; and to 
him I owe the Knowledge of what perhaps had 
btherwife efcap'd me, during Life. 1 mean the 
facred Anacreonticks written by one of the Greek 
Fathers,' and not. at all inferior in 'Spirit or in 
Swcetnefs td thofe charming Poems which pafs 
tinder the Name of the heathen Anacreon. The two 
favourite Authors of our Friend Tbeodorus^ are He* 
^ Jiodznd Pindar i both which he has ftudied with un- 
wearied Conftancy. He has alfo an excellent Tafte 
in Englijh Poetry, artd is fo great a Votary to 
MUtotty that he thinks him injured in fome of 
his fuppofed AUufions to Homer. The Critics^ 
fays hcj compliment the Poet's Liearning, at the 
Exiienfce bf his Genius-, arid think they do ,him 
Honour, when in Truth they do him an Injury. 
Inftead therefore of faying, with them j- that he co- 
pied Homeri I would fay, continues th#good old 
Man^ that he wrote in the Spirit oi Homer : there 
tnay be a Likenefs in Wit, without tranfcribing. 
1 flatter myfelf,*C^W^», that we fhall have little 
Trouble in engaging Tbeodorus to write his 
Thoughts on Poetry, fince, with the Maturity of 
Age, he has the Alacrity of Youth^ and with the 
Probity of a Reclufe, the Politenefs of a Man 
bf the World; But as in all his Studies he has 
ihcwn great Regard to !his Fundion, fo in this 
Particular, he has made it his chief Care to be 
well acqu^nted with all who hive turned their 
Thoughts towards facred Subjefls. In thifs Wa;yf 
he has written fome Things Kirafelf which pleased 
me exceedingly, and I am fomewhat nice in thi$ 
Rqfpeft; for as on the one Hand I think di- 
vine Poetry ihoirfd btf more elevated than pro^ 

R pbanci 
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phane, fo I muft on the other Hand, confefs, that 

generally fpeaking I find it otherwife^ which muft 

be owing to the Depravity of our Nature, inclin- 

'in^ us* to purfue eagerly whatever may gratify 

our Senfes, and making us flow and languid in 

the Performance of all religious Duties. The 

^ Colleftion made by Tbeodorus in this Way,* is 

likewife very curious ; and I believe as complete as 

^moft People's, for he is very accurate in all Things, 

and more efpecially in thofe relating to Learning 

and Hufbandry, as you very well know. 

When you have got all thefc Pieces into your 
Handsj I am fully perfuaded, that you will think 
them a tolerable Mifcellany, dere Poetica^ neither 
do I think that they will be extremely irregular. 
As to their being written by various Hands, it 
will, in my Opinion, be an Advantage ; becaufe in 
moft of the Pieces written on this Subjed:, we fee 
fome peculiar Thoughts prevaihng, which over- 
rule the lift, and force the Author, without per- 
ceiving it, to deviate from Truth, that he may not 
digrefsfromthePlan he has once laid down: Where- 
as various Writers muft neceffarily*confider Things 
•in various Lights, on which, in a great Meafure 
the Efifcovery of Truth depends. Befides, another 
^nefit will afife vifibly from this Method ; and 
that isi, treating all Parts of the Science with the 
fame Vigour; which in a Subje6tfo extenfive, it is 
fcarce poflible for a fingle Author, how well qualf- 
fied foever, to do; in Poetry perhaps leaft of all, 
iince we ofterf fee that a Man very able in 
Tragedy, has no Genius at all for Comedy ; and 
that he who writes Odes with great Spirit, writes 
ah Epic Poem not to be read; of which with all 
tlue Deference to his Memory, I will venture, to 
fay, the illuftrious Mr. Abraham Cowley is an In- 

^ - ^ ftance. 
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fiance. His Ode on irutus is an admirable PeN 
formancei but {ut€ we carinot fay the fame of his 
Davidies ; wherein, though there may be a great 
deal of Wit, there is certainly a ilrange Negligence 
of Rules, and almoft an abfolute want of Harmony 
vifible throughout it. Hence we may conclude, 
that no Man is equal to all 'Phings, and that the. 
Thoughts of feveral People on Poetry may afford* 
more Entertainment, than the beft Thoughts oft 
the fame Subjcft by any fingle Perfoni how great 
a Mafter foever therein. Over and above thefe 
•Advantages incident to the Work itfelf, there 
will fomc refult particularly to Us, becaufe every 
Man' will have a Variety -0f new Fields open'd to 
his View, where if he diverts himfelf bat once, 
he cannot be difpleas*d^ aind if he likes it well 
ertough to come there more than once, he muft 
confefs that he is obliged to the Author of this 
Difcotrery-, farther ftill, it will oblige each of us 
to think, to methodise our Thoughts, and to di- 
geft thent into proper Language, which whatever 
other EfFedt it may havei^ cannot fail of rnftruding 
^nd informing our felves. The mod fubftantial 
P^rt of our Knowledge arifcs fforn Meditation^ and 
he who is but a very fuperficial Mafter at firft, 
tn'ay in Time reach Perfcdion, by being his own 
Scholat". 

All thefe real and folid Benefits may we attain^ 
Celadon^ by purfuing your Projedb ; and furely this 
is better than living like fome rural Squires,- to no * 
bther Purpofe than to hunt, drink, arid mike a 
Noife once in fcven Yeirs at an Eleftion. Expe- 
Henc'd Ofiiceris will tell you, that they find it 
eafier to maintain Difcipline in the Camp, than in 
Winter-Quarters. It is exaftly fo in Life ; Men 
oCBufinefe find It eafier to a£t in Chatadterj than 

R 2 thofc 
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thofe who. have made choice of a retired Life. A 
Blockhead may, and often does get a great Eftate, 
by mindiiig the common Rules, and going on, if 
1 may be aliQwed the Exprcflion, in the jc^ Trot 
t)f Bufinef$. But what Blockhead ever ufed an 
Eftate, even when it was got for him? People in 
'J'own talk of retiriifg, as if it were a Thing of 

' Courfe, and in every Man's Power, who is out ^f 
the Reach of Neceffity. They think that a Man 
may as well lead a Country LJfe, as pafs a Week 
at Hamp^eady when he has nothing to do. , Alas ! 
we know by Experience, that thefe arc all Dreams^ 
that good Senfe is requifite to Felicity in a Foreft, 
as well as in a City, or rather more fo, and that 
Soiitude^ without Employment, is of all others, 
leaft a Life of Repofe. Hitherto we have fcarce 
knawaa few Weeks recefs from Care; but if Pro- 
vidence fliojqld avert all unlucky Accidents this 
Summer, I ^m fure we fhall be much indebted to 
you for propofing a Method of employing our Ta- 
knts ufefuUy and agreeably. You fee the Spirit 
of Writing is upon me; an ill-natur'd Critick 
would have call'd it an Isch of Scribling^ or to fhow 
his Learning, Cacoethes Scribendi. At firft I thought 
the afljgning every Man his I'afk, a ufeful and 

' neceflary Laboui: ; in attempting this, Thoughts 
erouded in, and I have much ado now to. think of 
telling you that I beg your Pardon for this tedious 
Epiftle, ahd that I am with great Truth, 

Tour hearty Friendy 

And nwji Obedient ^ 

Humble Servanty • 

PHAON^ 
L E T^ 
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L E T T E R II. 
LEANDER/^ CELADON. 

IReceiv*d, Sir, your kind Letter, and the Copy 
of that which Pbaon wrote you. I am alike 
oblig'd to you both for fuch ftrong Teftimonies, 
not only of your Tenderncfs, butEfteenf; and I 
Ihould be equally rude and Ungrateful, if I did 
not think of returning you Marks of my Obe- 
dience, as well ^s of the Senfe I have of thefe 
undeferv'd Favours. Without pretending there- 
fore to lay any Strefs on the Shortnefs of the 
Warning, my want of Books, and above all, my 
want of Knowledge requifite to fuch an Under- 
taking, which jet are Excufes, I might very juft- 
ly make, I will proceed to execute it in the beft 
manner I am able, and leave you rather to pity 
my Inability of performing the Taflc you hav^ 
impofed, than to pardon my want of Defire, or 
want of Courage, to do my utmoft in your 
Service. . "^ 

There are two Sorts of "People in the World 
who are alike miftaken, with Refped to the No- 
tions they entertain of their Anceftors. The firft 
are fuch as have no Acquaintance with Antiqui- 
ty ; and therefore impofe upon themfelves falfe 
and groundlefs Notions, bred by Ignorance, and 
nurfed by Vanity. Thefe Men imagine^ that 
Wifdom and Politnefs were Bleffings referv*d for 
the\Age in which they lived ; and that in Pro- 
R 3 portion. 
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portion, as Men flood remov'4 from thence, they 
inuft certainly have been rude, illiterate Barba^ 
rians. The feconci Sort are the very Reyerfe qf 
Thefe, who, after pafling a great Part of their 
Time in raking firft the Books, and then the 
Learning of paft Times out of Oblivion, grow 
lexceflively fond of what coft them fo much Pains, 
and to magnify the Wifdom of former Ages, viill 
fcarce allow Common Senfe to the prefent. Both 
thefe run wi^e of Truth, and fuch as purfue it, 
keep the middle Road; they allow Senfe and ^ 
Knowledge to their Cotemporaries, without de- 
trading from the Worth of thofe who liv'd in 
elder Times; they are fatisfjed that Mapkind 
have nearly the fame Talents in all Places, and i^ 
all Ages; and therefore they condemn not without 
examining the Works of ancient Wits, but after 
reading with much Labour, they cenfure or ap- 
plaud, as their Judgment direfts. 

Among thefe Sages we rpay certainly .reckon 
fuch as h^ve fupported the Reputation of ancient 
^Poetry in all Languages, fince, for ought we have 
been able to difcernj this, as it was the ^ aflieft 
Science, came.fooneft to Perfection, and as in 
all Countries there were Poet3 before there were 
Profe Writers; lb the oldeft Poets feem to have 
by far the ^rcateft Proportion of that Enthufia- 
flick Spirit, which is the Soul of Numbers,* ^nd 
the very Effence of Poetry. As Learning en- 
creafcs. Art begins to gain Credit ; and tho' it 
be true, that Art and Nature do Wonders, yet 
it is a3 true, that Art often ftifles Nature, .while 
with too great Care fhe labours to fupport her. 
If the Fragments we have of Orpheus be really 
his, then they are the oldeft Greek Poems extant, 
and in Point of Spirit and Fire^ they certainly 

excel 
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excel all later Compofitions. Homer is indebted 
for his Superiority to the fame Excellence; and in 
the Rapidity of his Numbers, and the \Yondepful 
Strength of his Genius he is juftly ftiled inimitable* 
This being fo in Greece^ why might it not be fo ia 
Britain ? Or why are we to fuppofe that our An-- 
ceftors were duller in proportion than the Greeks f 
By this Argument I pretend to prove, it is not 
improbable, that Poetry is as ancient here as the 
planting of the Ifland. Certain it is, that as foon 
as we read any Thing of Britain^ either in our 
own old Authors, or in the Writings of Strangers, 
we hear of Poets, and which is very remarkable, 
not of miferable wretched Rhimers, but of wife 
and powerful Men. dsefar informs us, that the 
Druids^ had the Direftion of Sacred and Civil 
Affairs ; and thefe were no other than Poets, who 
held their Songs fo facred, and fo worthy of Se- 
crecy, that they would not fuffer them to be com- 
mitted to Writing. Two Things are to be remark- 
ed in Favour of thefe ancient Poets; Firft, That 
they were no Idolaters 5 and^ Secondly, that they 
taught the Immortality of the Soul : wBence 4t is 
<?lear, that their Notions were better than thofe of 
the Greeks^ and therefore I conclude, tlieir Poetry 
was not worfe. 

That I may deal no longer in Conjefture, I 
Ihall proceed next to inform you, that altho* the 
Songs of the ancient Druids, have been, fwallow'd 
up io Oblivion, yet there are ftill fbme Remains 
of Britijh Poetry twelve hundred Years old, I 
mean the Works of Taliejin^ a Br\fijh Bard, co- 
temporary with Gildas the Hiftorian ; he wrote 
Odes in various kinds of Verfe, not only with 
great Vivacity of Sentiment, but alfo with won- 
derful Regularitf, Elegance, and Harmony. I 
• R 4 do 
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4o not deliver this upon Hear-fay, but from my 
haying ftudied fevcral of his Pieces with great 
Care ; I will give you the Beginning of one, on 
the Viftpry gained by King 4t'^hur on Badoh-Hill^ 
\^ which { have &n&\y imitated his Meafure an^ 
manner irf Writing. \ 



h 

At Ba4qn UiU^ at Badon Hilk 
The cruel S^,i^ons had their Pill 
QfBlo^d^ '^ch oft th^Jhed. 
The vengeful Briton$ Tkoufands fleyj^ 
For Thoufands eome^ and but a few 
From thetir'd Vigors fled, 

II. 

The Bfitifli Earth drank tfp tifeir Gm^ 
'jdn4 g^fd and feenf'd athirft for more,y / 
j4s copfcious of the Wrt^ngs, 
The varied Frauds j and artful Lies^ • 
Deceitful Leagues, and Perjuries^ 
My wpich theyfpoird her Sons,. , 

Victorious Arthur n^wpurfuesj 
With eager Hqfte^ his hated PoeSy 
And longs to fee his Ifle 
Frte from this bafe^ this barVrous Race^ 
Refuming aft her wonted Grace^ 
In Peace and Plenty fmile. 



I 
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I muft entreat you to obferve^j that this is m a 
manner a literal Tranflation, which 1 introduce 
(to fhow the Spirit oF this ancient JBritiJb Banl,( 
and not my Skilj, or rather my w^nt of Skill ii| 
Cpmppfitions of this Sort. There are a Multi- 
tude of little Piepes like that which I have givei| 
you, and o( as great, or greater Antiquity, in the 
Hands of the Brilijh Virtuoli, or IFelcb Antiquar 
ries, if you will have them fo caird, which, it 
they were coUpfted together, would fufficientlf 
yindicafe the Eldeft of our Anceftors, at leafl: 
from want of Spirit, Learning and Elpquence, as 
I know fome who are well vcrfed in Hiftory and 
Poliors, who fuppofe our Laws and Conftitu- 
tion to have been derived from the Saxons to the 
, Normans J and to both from the ancient %Britom. . 
But to keep clofe to my Subjedt, which ,is their 
iPoetry, and to lay before you what Remarks I 
have picked up concerning it, in four or five 
^ears reading. 

Some have conceived, that the Druids were 
fuch Poets as recited without Mufick ; their Poe- 
try was of the graveft and moft folemn Kind, 
fuch as contain the Doftrines of their ReIigion,> 
jPhilofophical Opinions, and Maxims of State ; 
Xht Bards ag^in accompanied their Poetry with 
their Harps, and therefore compofed moftly ia 
the Lyrick Way. Their Songs were of three ' 
Sorts, viz. Firft Sacred, or Hymns to the Deity, 
Secondly, Panegyricks on Princes, Warriors^i 
Statefmen, Poets, and hofpitable Pcrfons ; Third- 
ly, Satyrs or Inveftives. If I might be allowed 
to oflfer a Conjecture of my own, I fhould fay, 
that Chriftianity having deftroy^d the Religion c* 
^he Druids^ their Poems periflied of courfe, be- 
caufe never committed to Waiting j which not 

being 
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being at all the Cafe with Refpeft to the Compo- 
iitions of the 5r///y& Bards, many of thefe have 
furviv'd, and are Hill in great Credit with fuch 
as underftand them. It is certain, that the Bri- 
ions attributed a Spirit of Prophefy to their Poets, 
which is the Reafon that there are more Prophe- 
lies ftill in Pl^ales than in moft other Countries ; 
and if any *Man fhall incline to call this a Weak - 
nefs, let him confider attentively the true Import of 
the Words Fates and Carmen^ and he will eafily 
difcern, that fome other Nations fam'd for Wif- 
dbm, were exaftly in the fame Sentiments. But, 
as we judge from the cold Poetry of Modern 
Times, our Opinion is certainly excufable, tho* 
perhaps not more eafy to be defended than that 
' which wfe condemn. This is certain, that if there i 
be nothing of Infpiration in the Enthufiaftick 
Flights of old Poets, there is furely fomething 
very like it; and if we will not admit them to be 
Prophets,' we muft allow, that they were flirewder 
Gueffers than other Men-, and whether this at 
the Bottom be not the greater Compliment of the 
two, fince Prophefy is a Gift, and Fore-fight 21 
Quality acquired, 1 leave to better Judges to de- 
termine. * 

I cannot difmifs this Sutjeft without taking 
Notice of the great Ufe of their Poetick Panegy- 
ricks, in Refpedt to the Prefervation of their 
Hiftory : had it not been for thefe, the whole Bri- 
iijh Story had been fwallow'd up in Oblivion, as 
it is certainly for want of paying Refpeft to thefe, 
that fo little of it is yet known. When Cafar 
came into this Ifland he .found it thoroughly 
peopled, divided into many Principalities, all 
under exaft Difcipline, and fubje6t to wife Laws ; 
we may therefore reft fatisfied, that there were 

Things 
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Things worthy of Notice done here long before 
this Time, and cOnfcquently we may apply tQ 
the £r//j^ Bjrds what Horace fay« of Horner^ 

Yixtrt fonts ante Jgamemnona 
Multi -,/ fed omnes illachrimabiles 
Urgentur, ignotique longa 
Node, carent quia Vate facro. 

Before this Aganrjemnon's Time 
Lived Heroes worthy iQo of Rhime I 
But as thefe Times no Poets boaft^ 
Thofe Heroes Deeds in Night are lojl. 

I am for putting Arthur f<5r Agamemnon^ (ince 
the Worthies before him are in the fame Situa- 
tion with the Heroes before the Trojan War. 
This Mention of Arthur puts me in mind of a^ 
Story much to my Purpofe, as it is very honour- 
able for the Britifh Poets, King Henry the Se- 
cond, who was the firft of the Line of Plantage- 
nety being in the laft Year of his Re^ at Pern- 
broke^ would needs hear a Britijh Bard as he fat 
^t Dinner; the Poet entertained him with the 
very Song of which I have given you the begin- 
ning, and beihg requefted to continue the La- 
bours of King Arthur^ he fang all the glorious 
A6ts of his Life, concluding that he lay buried 
vbetween two Pyramids in the Chufch-yard of 
Glajlonbury-: Abbey. ' The Kin^ meaning thereby to 
meafure the Truth of the whole Story, gave in- 
ftantly Ojrder for enquiring into this Fa6t Dig- 
ging therefore in the foremention'd Place, the 
Body of this famous Prince was found, and rein- 
terr'd in the Abbey Church. Methinks this 
pught to give t^e Britifh Odes more Credit than 

they 



^ 
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they ufuaUy obtain ; and I am perfuaded, thit 
if we allow fomewhat for their Poetical Stile, as 
we do for the Qharafter and Age of our Profe 
Authors, we may as fafely rely upon the one as 
on the other. But once again let me keep to my 
own Bufinefs, wherein I am fure to be fafe, fince 
whatever becomes of their Fads, we may be con* 
fident, th^t their Odes are fine, if we judge ei- 
ther by the Rules of Nature, which declare all 
Things well written that pleafe, or even, by thofe 
cftablifhed in Poetry, from the Praftice of the 
' Creeksy fince with them they'perfeftly agree. 

As their Praifes ferv'd to encourage their 
Youth to behave bravely in War, and to dare all 
Things in the Service of their Country^ fo where 
Luxury or AmbijCton carj'y'd Men away from thefe 
noble Purfuits, then they liad Recourfc, with 
J^e^fon and Succefs both, to their Invedives. We 
hgve an Iliftance of this too in the Works of 
the fame old Bard ^aleiftn -, he dwelt firft in the . 
Court of the famous Maelgwn Gwynethj who 
was King of Britain in the Year 580 ; but when 
he grew horridly debauched and a Tyrant, our 
Poet wrote with great Vehemence againft him; 
thus he ^eaks in one of his Poems of that wicked 
Prince. 

iV^ Grace from God^ no Praifefrom Menjhallhe 
On him beftow^d^ but Shame and Mifery 
JffliSl himjiill. — Short be his hated Ufe^ 
Made long to him thro^ Exile^ Want and Strife. 
But let his Son free from thofe Ills remain^ 
No Sin be knows ^ ah ! may he know no Pmn ! 

Surely if ever Poetry was ufeful in any State, 
yft may affirm it to have been of publick Benefit 

amongft 
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amongft the Britons. In our Times, a Woman*^ 
Beauty is the top Theme of the brighteft Poet, or 
if they fmg to Princes, our Bards are fure to flatter. 
Their Satyr, whenever they do write it, is the 
Engine of private Malice, and their Wit diflfers 
as much in this Refpeft from that of their An- 
ceftors, as the Stilletto of t\it Italian ASzSkn from 
the (hort Sword of the bold Briton in the Time 
of defar. While others admire the Energy and 
Sweetnefs of Pope^ my Eyes are fix*d on his 
Candour and Courage. In him revives the true 
Spirit of Verfe, and while he fhows that he knows 
better how to write than any other Man, he 
fhows himfelf alfo to be better that moft Men, by 
his Writings. In my next, I propofe to fpeak of 
the State of Poetry among the Saxons^ and their 
SuQceffors in thislfland ; that is to fay, if what I 
have oflfer'd on the Subjedt of the Britijh Poetry ^ 
does not abfolutely difpleafe you. Florimond thinks 
it will not, for^ fays he, how little foever there may 
be of Good, there is at leaft fomething new in it. 
Tranflations of fFelcffPocts^ af e not feen every Day, 
and as for the Laurels of jirthur, they have buf- 
fered much by Blackmore^s Trimming. * Adieu ! 
Sir, my Letter is long|enough, without Compli- 
ments, which would all end in this. That I am 
the humbleft of your Friends, and the meanefl: of 
your Servants. 

. LEANDER. 
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CELA.DON /^ LEANDER. 

IP your Letter had pleasM me only I would 
have told you fo plainly, without any farther 
Commendation ; but dining a few Days ago at a 
Friend's Houfe, I there met with Phaon, to whoni 
I fliow'd it. He was fo much pleas'd with it, 
that he could not help reading it to a Scots Gentle- 
man who is Tutor to our Friend's Sons. A Man 
of much Reading, but few Words; he exprefs:*d a 
great deal of Satisfadion as to what you delivered 
on the Ufe and Excellency of the antient Britijb 
Poetry, fome Remains of which- he tells us are 
yet to be met with in his Country. Phaon imme- 
diately produced a Multitude of 'Arguments ta 
prove what you are content to lay down, viz. 
ThatP^^/rywasthefirft of Sciences. Amongft other 
Things*, he faid, it might be well accounted the 
Mother of all the reft, flftce it chiefly contributed 
to make Things of great Importance, or of daiJy 
Ufe, eafily remembred; and therefore was not 
only ufely, but neeeflary in the Infiincy of Learn- 
ing, before Boo^s were common, or it may be,' 
even Letters invented ; as the Spaniards found 
the Americans perfedt in Poetry, though they 
were abfolutely ignorant of the Art of Writing. 
I then took Notice of the Diligence we ufe to ac- 
quire the Knowledge of the taftorals, and other 
Works of' the antient Creek Poets, fuch as thofd 

* _ which 
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vrhich are contain'd in that Calledion which wc 
call Mnor PoetSy which however are not to be 
jead with any Satisfaftion without a thoroug|i 
Tindlure of the Greek Hifiory and Antiquities^ and 
the great Veneration paid to fuch learned Men as 
iiave brought us a little acquainted with the On- 
ental Paets. While at the fame Time, the Study 
of our Antiquities is look'd upon as Heavy and 
Laborious, fit only for Book Worms at a Cajfe^^. 
For my Part, after comparing them in the Map^ 
I cannot help thinking Britain makes as good a 
Figure as Greece^ and under the Aufpice of fuch* 
Heroes as ^kemiftocles^ and Cimony I am perfuaded 
my native Town of Southampton might have be- 
come as.confiderable as Athens. Innread of this 
•Conjefture, vvhich is a meer Flight of Fancy, why 
fhould I not be at the Paiils of enquiring into the 
Hiftory.of this my native Place. It cannot be 
more obfcurd^than the fliftory of Athens^ before 
the Time of Thejeus^ and it concerns me full as^ 
much. We are never weary of reading Plutarch's 
Treatife of th^, Manners of the Z^acedemonianSy and 
yet honeft Jeffrey of Monmouth contains, for 
ought we know, as much true Hiftory as that 
celebrated Piece. In faying all this, I was heard 
with Attention, and therefore I believe it was not 
quite befide the Pyrpofe. , 

At laft our honeft 5^:^/ was tempted to fpeak ; he 
iaid that this Hlimour of blaftina^ur own Hifl;pry, 
and reading other People's Fakles with Reverence 
was no new Grievance, hut one of which, the 
wifeft Men amongft. the Romans long and loudly 
complained. The Reafon, faid he, why the anti- 
ent Hiftory of thefe three Kingdoms is over-cafj: 
with Obscurity, lies in a narrow Compafs ; our 
Conquerors have deftroy'd moft of our Recor(^s, , 
T^ and 
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rfffd give the Lie to them all. This^is no moriiUad 
#hat has happened in other Countries, and there^ 
l^e we ought to be patient. That mixt Race of 
jb'abs^ and Tar Par s^ who are now poflefs'd oiPerfiui 
have converted alt the Hiftory of tht old Proprietors 
into Romance^ and make as great a Jell of JCerxes 
and Darius^ as you do of Jome ©f our old Scotijb 
and PiSHJh Kings. That young Gentleman is per*- 
le£Mf in the right in what he fuggefls, as to th^ 
Ufes of the Britijh Poems. The Inhabitaints of 
^this Ifland were originally all one People^ nor 
was this ever controverted by any Hiftorian pro- 
perly qualified to judge in this Point. Camden^ as 
learned he was, did not underftand the Britijb Lai^ 
guage 5 Buchanan^ who wrote Latinio elegantly ^ waai 
a Stranger to the Mother Tongue of the Highland 
Scots 'y and Sir James 'JVarey the beft Irijb Hif- 
torian, does not pretend to much Skill in the 
Tongue of the Natizes. But fome ot the Sanachiesi 
ojr Sages in /rj/Z? Learning, who have beea in 
WaleSy and in iSc^//^»^ too, affirm that only dif- 
ferent Dialedls prevail in thofe Countries, and that 
the Britijh is undubitably the Mother Tongue. As 
for the old Government of the Country, the 
beft Way to know it is to enquire how thofc 
Parts of the Ifland are now governed, which have 
been leaft apt to change their Mafters. Thefe^ 
without doubt are the Weft Highlands^ where the * 
Chief ftill governs according to certain Laws^ 
which are retained in the Memories of Men, for 
they are not committed tx> writing, any more than 
the Philofophy of the Druids. Each Chief had, 
and fome of them have ftill, three domeftick Offi- 
cers, a Judge^ a Poet^ and a Piper ^ anfwerable to 
the Britifh DxuidSi Bards and Harpers. Thefe 
Men held their Offices-^ and their Lands, by In- 
' heritancc. 



bet^iKe^ mad thdir B&fuKfs was to tlilcfaarge each 

the f uh&ion of his: Poft in the Houfe of his 

hdfd.i Somt <rf thcfePocts BBcicntly cdled Bsirds^ 

ftilliremainiiig, t^aye^a Facttlty of coAipofing' ^ 

Tefi^ei and fuch 'Retentive Memories, thai> they 

cin m^ rftrongb a Oehealogy u>f five, fii orJ fe^ 

Vcnhtmdircd Years, wkfaowt the fmallcft Mift^kc* 

Yet fach is, the nice Taifte of ibme Men, that 

thefe Scots Genealogies are ddiculousv v^hiie itey 

admife the Learning of Sir J/siac Newivn, in tra-* 

.c|agfthe Families of the old Greek Kihgi of ofr^ 

g9i and Sicy(m^\ cbnrermng whom we 'h^6 "» lit^ 

tle.Qenaihtyi, arid with' wioni, in njyipDOr;^ iik)i^ 

itioli, .'w.e hwPrc i^U ais rn:tle>to;d3. iStt thir i?i&4i«rf 

• could pot»HdpfiniiiB^I'yrt!pon which joiir Friend 

fald iwirfi fia!q»e Eaunemefsy ' Tw ^dus^f Hmouvy Sivi 

ym:(0f^.iy.yakrl^^ Criticks (tifer^e 

to he lauded. at. ^ ^norn . ' /^ y. / : 

I tiqKik Occafion frmn'this.Difcourie^at cnqwreS 
aiitideiaftiridie poccry in that Pare of the Ifland^ 
and find !iir»€kaftly anfwcr what you have re- ' 
Hwrkedi <!qn€crnii|g the Britons^ yet I cannot lielp 
thinkings that if the Songs of thefe 'Modera 
Bards vv^ere comparM with thofe of their Ance- 
ftorsy there would appear a vilible Deficiency in 
Spirits for I conceive as you do, that the Enthu- 
fiafm of Poetry, iwhich is indeed its Life and Soul^ 
is v^ near expiring in all Countries* Thofe 
who deal now in any Thing bcfide Profe, ard 
not fo properly Poets as Men of *enfe Writing . 
Verlesjthcy have Wit, they have Judgment^ 
they have Learning, but they are not infpir*d.. 
In fliort^ like waxen Kings mov'd by Clock- 
work, they have the Look, and the Motion of 
the Perfons they reprefent, but not the Souls j 
and therefore, tho' fome of tlujir Performances. 
S pleafe, 
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pleafe, none of them laviflii The ^ ancient .^^- 
/tf»j, . who.were indubitably the n^oft manly of all 
the Gr^^/t Nations, were extreamljr fond of Mu* 
fick, and Lyrick Poetry ; that is to fay, of ifuch 
kind of Poetry, as you hare defcribed the Briiyb 
to be. Not loofe Sopgs written to raxie Laugh* 
ter, much lefs ^wd Pieces ta weaken and debauch 
the Minds of Men, but fublime an^ el^ant Per* 
forttiances; fuch as encouraged Men to the Purfuic 
€f Virtue, by (bowing its Worth and ^Excellence, 
diiTuaded them from Vice, by expofii^ its Bale*. 
nefs mid Deformity ^ or excited Emulation, by 
fettiiigfcMth the noble Exploits of their Andeftors. 
Thefe were the Subjeds of the Spartm and ,Bfi- 
tijh^ perhaps of all other ancient Bbets; and • 
while they remained fo. Poets might w^l be 
eftcem*d a kind of Prophets; for fure there can- 
not be any Thing more divine, than tp exhort 
Men to live wclL But to nrturn to our SjubjcJ^t. 

I ihould be very glad to know, whether there 
be not in JVaks as well as ScDtlandy feme Remains 
©f ^is Poetick Spirit. I perjfiiftde myfelf there 
are, and Lam afhamed that I am not convtncM 
ofit^ either from Books ior from Enquiry. We 
live in the r^iidft of this Ifland without knowing 
any Thing of what pafTes any where^ except in 
the Shires about us; if we now and then pick up 
a Paftoral of five Centuries old, .or in the JDia- 
ted of the Weft or North of EMgland^ it paflcs 
tbr a great Ci#iofity, and more admire thain read 
i\.. Had it not been for Mr. 'Burcht$^ Allan 
, Rarnfayh Poem on the Death of Mr. Addifon^ 
had never reached the Knowledge of us who loft 
him; and yet one may fafely fay, that it is the 
Poem which docs moll Honour to ^ his Memory. 
But as to zwyWckb Bard of late Times, ar ftirely 

^ . there 
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thci-e iTHjft IjcV or how (hould their old Poetry Be 
adfhir'd or ondcrftobd; nb Body either ; thinks of 
of inquiries after fbch; yet we all allow tht Welch 
Gentlemen to have'ia high Senfe of the ^ Antiquity 
'and Nobility of their Defcents, and a jiift Regard 
for the Honour of their Country. To me there- 
fore it is wonderful, that none of them have 
•thought of doing this Juftice to theit Poets; "I 
know very well, ^ that but few would relifli or 
eVen read their Verfes were they ever fo elegant^ 
and accompanied with Tranflations ; but what 
thent The curious Few in all Ages would efteem 
them, and they Would never be in Danger of 
Oblivion. Perhaps too, the Tafte might ^read, 
and in the next Age, Men might grov(r jis curi- 
ous in this Refpedt, as they ard -now in fome. 
others, of which this Nation fcarce heard in the 
Times of our Grandfathers. ' . " 

IntheCburfeof fuchEnquirics, what ifwe IhoUld 
>ftep a'Kttle beyond the Bounds of our own Ifland, 
I mean, what if we made fotnt Search after the 
Bards in Arm^ica^ dt Britany in France^ might we 
. not chance to meet with fomething worth our 
'labour? Befides, it would be opening a new 
.Field, and tho* wc might 4o little, yet thbfe wIk) . 
came after us might do much, and fome Reputa- 
tion would rife from thence. Among x)ther happy 
Confequences which muft attend fuch Studies as 
thefe, I reckon *this, that the old Spirit of Poetry 
would revive, and that we fhould no longer con- 
fine ouKfelves to the Form, without having any 
Thing of the Power pf Verfe, which is fo much 
celebrated by, a^ at the fame fo vifible in, the 
Works of the Ancients. I ftiould particularly 
cxpeft to fee; Lyrick Poetry in fome Meafute re- 
*flor*di which, in my Judgfcent, when well writ^ 

S 2 €en> 



cen, is of all t^thcre the mpft : nfK)vi«g ; faat hy, f^ 

Fatality which we jnajf: jqftljf Itmwc, hiith %6wi 

. leaft cuUivated ampngft pur tti0(ferBi: Poets ; acid 

yet fome of them have (h0w|i tMt theyudldjROt 

r>ant Genius, if they hgd^beftow'ti IndMftrjf and 

Attentic^^ Mr, Dry^'iS Ode on the: Poiwr i^f 

. IVlMfick i^nds 4lone in thi^ Kmd^ ami jxiay theiie- 

fore be iconfider'd as the moft e<)fhpleat Thing im 

puf Language. I faniey 1H9 old fi«f<sfi' Poenis 

jwere of thi^jfp^^ ••^ thafj^t^ir Atrtjhoi'safiiflcd 

'i;heir Yejn in^cprapofing :!by ;thfe *H«rp9: andoCo 

, this J;araa led by obfervisfig, >tlwt ^tho? Wd ate^ nbc 

j^ow foUcitpHs about Qufti»iif in wriliftg Vcrfe, 

yet in fuch Picices as arefettd- Mufic^ theue 

' rouft'i^pt ^Rly he a niee ehoi6«:ofvW<»d6* afed a 

dqe FJHegarfJ^itoIihytne:, bMt^lfo^propcrf?Rcfpc6t 

to Nurpbers. You will excwfethis wildr Way!^ 

Writing, by confidering i^be Stifejcfik, aod-^malcie 

fome Grains of Allpwan<;e to a iMan w&o proftflcs 

himfelf.an Admirer of >Ent)w(5ftfi'n. ; \%hien y6h 

.vrite nejqc puifue y<Hir own Medicid, .watnoiit 

taking ^ny Notice of this i^piftle; it will Be 

Time cppugh to anfwer my Demands > when yoa 

have gone thrpugh with what you'propofed ki 

your Method. My Wife and 2dt Friends^'dh 

this Side t^e Country, prefeottheir Refpeote to 

you, your Family and AGquaifltance, and I with 

great Sincerity inform you, that there is i>onc Bttoite 

Tout Friend and Semaut^ than. '^ v 
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fhp^ H ]| 5iww?y W^ brdvd rqiigh People, but; 
X ^^ *^o mearift'fo barbarous, evien when they; 
iMded m cKis^ Iflaiftl^ as we' generally- imagine, 
theni% It is ckar ehougli from STm/i/i,- that they' 
wdfe^re^larfii riidr Mtmners, and ha(J a fettled' 
IPbtm ati<5pvmifi)lfAt-; arid therefbre-! make nd' 
Qagttioti bat^hey had Pbets^ long ' enough beforfe ' 
t^fi'fimeof tjici^inv^ -lam the 

morc ^firtti^a it^ this from ' the Confidetition of 
tteir Poemu^ which as I (terH preftlntiy fhow, re- 
qu^e fo dDtil^ Care, and fo* nicre ^h* Ear, as no- 
thifig imv Idflg Bx^l^ce'^ could fupply ' to their 
Poits.^ I know libt wh^you'^ill tnirik of this 
Argiamctttv but «i^c th^te appears to be a great 
4ttal'of'«l^dt^ therein. We havt fome Gutfs how 
l<mgtbe Ztf/iii Poets were in acquiHn^ a perfeft 
jSiuU^in Number^, andTmee we find that the eldeft 
&u^i^ Poeis» Imeantheiirft we lAeetwith after 
their Settlcmwit in this Iflaivd, wrotd%ith the great- 
eft Efeg«nce a»d Purity of wTiich their Language 
was^ capable; I think we niiay from thence infer,, 
that i*i5yi|!^ not abfdutely the firft Mafters in' 
tfesir Alt. ' 

: The Sii^e?;i Poetry, like that of 3&e G^^^f^^^j and 
Rmans^ d€))cnds' wholly on QuanSty, and hot at 
all pn Rhyme^ which was not in Ufe with them 
tiil thrifiLangusige came to be corrupted -, and 
witb'Fdreign -Wo^s, and Foreign Cilftoms, they 
iook up a Liking to Samenefs of Sound, and a 
S3 tinckling 
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tinckling iifi the Cadence of Verfcs. But wc muft 
not imagine from henccj that Rhyme was not.iQ 
early tHramon^gftr other Nations^; becailfe hothlrig 
is more certain, than that the old Britiflb Bards al- 
ways afFe6led Rhypie, and WW very, nice in it, 
as were alfo other Northern Nations : bi^t it fecms 
the 5^x^«x difFtft'd iii their Notions of- Hafitn^njF ; 
they plac'd the Effence of Poetry in a fublina^. 
Sentiment, pervpufly and fw^ly exprei£d ^; ^dPi 
therefore ^ey ; changed tbp. H^tu/al Oij#r of' 
Words, and^inftitqted a kindij^f JPpe^iCk &ile, to- 
keep it at.a grcatciJ Diftance frof^ni Profe. . I W(!9^ts 
t^at they licenffd a MylyW^lC>f:Pfcrafc$ jii \pQt^i 
try which they did nof j*^ in^.^ja-diMfy ,pifcGtf^^^ 
Of in Profc ^and ,tj)js u^L^teeir varying^. - ?§# 
faid befoi?e, fpf. the Sake, pfHarmpAy,/.^^^ 
tion of Worf^,^ makes .it a Thir^ lepctreariity 4i&^5 
ficult to un^^r^ftand w^} Rjem^iw wcrbiiye ofj 
their Pfrfo^maniCes of this,,5prt» ;r Brikkf^ -iwl^lri 
ipcreafes.theXaboui:, and takfis ofF^t tthfij^ie^ 
Time from ^^t, Plealiire of this Study • is, Jjwr^ 
having np juft Notion pf . the Qjianl^ty imt?&j!?«Ji 
Verfes^ upon which hpwe;Ver their Ex^qelknceia^ 
^'grc^Mt2i{^^c depends-, md y^t io* Spigbt^j^i 
all^theft Difficulties, wheij^ aJVIan has for rJptni^ 
' Time accuftpm'd bimfelf to rjsading ^beir^jCom- 
pofitions, he i#as wellglc^fed. with*j|^.fi<?Kwir; * as 
with B, Creek, Ode; fdr thio' thc^fe a^ift yjnf^ jJ3ffe-» 
rent Languages^ yet the Poctick Spifi^t isi^thc- 
fame laboth, and in each;is equally f^j^iilg.,., 

' The 5^x^» Poets made ufe of different ^ifidsiof: 
Verfcs, from j^pe to qigjlt SyUablfs, but. very 
fcldom excee<||Pthat Meafure.^ Like the BrU^ns%\ 
thefr Poem? were divided into Hjnrns, Panegj''. 
ricks^ and. 5<?/)Tj ; e^h of thefe jHcads nfiuft be* 
qnderilood, not in a ftri<3: and li«pit|cl, b|Jt in a 
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fair ind extenfive Seiife: For Example, under 
HyfHfis I include all Paraphrafes of Scripture 
ma^ie iri'Verft, which were very common amongft 
thtSaxonSy and alfo ill Poems in Pr^rfe of Saints 
and Martyrs, with other Things of a like Nature. 
Urider Pane^icks I place moral Sonnets in Praife 
of Virtue, and Mourning Elegies dt\ great Per^ 
fons deaceifed, as well as Songs of Viftory, and 
Poertis in Praife of living Princes. Udder Satyrs 
I clalS all Inveftives whatever, whether againft 
Vibek or Perfons-, and then under thefe Heads 
thus taken I- apprehend all the Saxon Pottry, at 
leaft all that is yet remaining, wUl piop^rly enough 
fall. That Regularity Whith I have already afcrib- 
cd to the Saxon Poets, and which may be Indeed 
obferv*d ih all their Compofitions, muft not be un- 
derftood to exclude GeniuSj which is as vidble in 
their Performances as 1 believe in any kind of 
Pcc^ry in any Age or Language. To fay the Truth, 
thtSaxonshsid Nf tions pertedHy juft in this Refpcft; 
they afcribM the Furor Poeficus, the Divine Rage of 
Vcrfe, to a Gift from Heaven ; but they attributed 
the Strufturc and Elegance^ of Poetry to the Art 
aid AjJplicatiori of Man, as is evident from the 
ijLccountthcy give yi of Cedmon^ the Sa^on Homer y 
with whpfe Works they would not fufer the Poems 
of any other to^^compiir*(J. His I^ift9ry, in few 
Words was ^his^ a$ wc have it from j?^^/^ an4 
Leland: 

fie flourlfhed in the latter End pf the SevehtH 
Century, and was Brother to the Abbels of 
7Wi%in rorkjbirei be Hv'd himfelf a Mw* irt 
an ^joining Monaftery, where he was extrcamly 
belov*d for liis extraordinary Candour and Purity 
pf Manners. He had, it feems, no great X^fte 
fpr the fofter Sciences i and therefore when the 
'• § 4 Mpok? 



264 Th^ ^^^^^^.^kIA^^J^^^'^^• 

Monks M^pj:c. mcrfy. at^a F,^^ t>e.,^^pfe,tp mia*. 
thcp^his. Tyjrn to lool^, ^ ptij^r . ^^he {iprfes, ^^t^ , If^ft 

tim an4 bid; \im fing i • C^^^c^ ' ap'f 
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Idft the (^^mpapy^h^t^^h^, P^t nqt bf ^flcT^ V^i ^^? 

the. CreqffPM^m^^ r^m^^^^^^^ 

that whe9^1jp^'>\vo^^^ h^ Iwa^'^^e t9 cSpfttg/^g 
fefne.%mn or Pp,^^. j^ Nthe Ivlo^^^^^^^'fl^^ 

ingSrtupgMy •epntp/le4 5^i#^ ^' 

Motl^pf ,^ Q^guev,^ ia%"cB;^, thp^ wWy^^ t^ 

no iU//Vi Scholar^ gjnd lopoiilcl not read li^m-, 

felU he WPVWafp^i^^ "" 

Verle wi^h*wqndeffuj,, M ^' 01 

are various ihftances ftill remaining, 
wro^e.m th^ fame IS^^g^^.^^ji, W4c)i ,^grmit 
puta|}pn^ ABut' PQ^ip ^9^^^ them apppacKJ^ip'**^ 

ceiv^dJihJis 5jUt pf P^^t^y ^RXftf^^P^^^fWn^ J||j^^ 
fai'd;i/inat.heioretold^exadfy jtHe l^y ofh'iisf^^ 
fume time before it h^j?ni|ajj .vyhich.was ?wut 

* Frpm 
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reat, aft^,^i^piii»der;-«# 
^9^^ -IP'^^^I' Cl^tuUtiS)"^ of ^(^ &««>% 

jQxrjfJnviit to iM^jD^gnitj^,! b:yrri?m<^-fhcgfeat«a^ 
l^,m^aj: ^^ftXjCP^ the^^.^g^ii), jwh^icih • Hcr liw'd» 

coogng j^gflepc.^1 S(;liolar. He,w^S; t^^v« Jeaol. 
cilc^ befoffe.^ie j^f^l^jcad-^ huj^ thtn hjs Motheti 

^^^a!i"lfeSSV'*"^;»^^^^* ?p^"^^ ,smd the reft: 

yf^fc^ Sgjojj^ j^ P^p^iqgta^jvft the Book tm 

-5jy, him 
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IP ^i^ M^net:, by im^atiinjg t^be Scna^liii^, ^a$) 
weU 2^ turni||g:th^§enie of hi^ t^oem itm> EfJg^w 
Thp Sapcpn Ode confijfts of etght; wd thir«y Lines,, 
w^ittpnj^;^ kin^^of JLyjric S6wni^accomm©<i%togL 
ts^€- ^umi of «hi^ Ye^fetP the Subj^a of thijP^m^ 
. ■' 4- ; • ' • ■'•,.•..- jJ.- . . .-' ■ ) . . ^ : t. .., 1 
Am Ei^iAiGaL;FOE.M^ ia Pcaiie gi£ Datbazna 
^ From the iSai^({;fk. V ii 1; ^ or 

:, .,>■...: ..L...J ...' c.-:-. •>: ir. jS^ JL, ,\^'j:>^'1 

TttlS/amtmstJEUyiluiiireymdi • ^ r 

. : Airr^/* wimUf^ Were^ iemaiiM fiaws^ o: l ; j p 
AxopmsFlo^dits Cbauud'Jbiws^* :^ , . ^ .a 
Andm^ilsfihcrWiLtvr&firaj^. '».>/' . 
InShtals tbeTi2un$onSiJbesfi^. . ^.: .: -:.o 

STAir. jB/spf/ ^r^: ii/ a Difidnoi tUnmh^ . : ; .. ;. 
y^heimpping Bm^,^ JJuppmgfnm^ ,- 

FavJiAti t^ Jsstkii, City fa^% 

Men with deep Rev^renpe:tofiK^nam\di^.ii: ' 

t ji-QGngiy fnr^ Charily ireKown^d^'' 
':: t JPoT> 'V^un too\ withiL^aureis /rown-dy . 
\ -\MithBi^ppAvAajX}i>re[ktb^ . , 

r ^i-aEidbereht i?^:^ iEIfred^ MUPmrd^ :. - 

: %: [ * ' Ben 
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■jind Bbifd /^; di?jri here aiide^ ;/ 
A learned Abhi^lywhofeXl^ 
^/Cuihhcrigdin''d its Kncnvk^e here, 
jhd ivitb fbefe SzintSy theReUHsUe^ 
Sdft in yh inner 'Monaftry) • i 

•-' <^ mof^ mrt ^c^i Aut^ 

'What Mirachs 'prtfdlaim their Zeal \ 
- y^^* herein a confumin^ Statf^ 

their Bv^j Hedvei^slaSt. Judgment wait. 

• You fee. Sir, that^y diis Mann^ of writing, 
Ae Geography, as well as the Hiftory of a 
Country, is perfeftly pteferv^d. Without doubt 
it Was from this Morivfe*that Homer was fo ex- 
^^ in his Lifts, and fo particular in all his De- 
♦ftriptions. By this Method, Poetry was ^ade 
to convey all Kinds of Sden^es ; and while Men 
heard with Pleafure,^ and. took Pains to remember 
a 'well wrote eafy'Ode, theyimperasptibly ac- 
.iquired other Branches ol[ Knowied^, without 
an^ Labour at all, which furc was a very gre^ 
-iSavamfi^. Thefc Odes ^^Ih; penned witj^ fuch ex- 
ttaordinWy Energy, and the Paintings in them 
were fo beautiful, andf fo pleafing, that even their 
Hiftoriahs would fometimes copy theni,.whith 
hath occafioned, in procefs of Tiffle, not a litjcle 
Perplexity to modern €?billlmentatOTs. Thus,"^in 
the Sa^tm Gifronicle, one of tliif oldefl; and mpft 
jlutheotic hiftfirical Works, we have ; in the Ac- 
count of a great ViJ^ory gain'd by Mthelfian^ 
over Anla^ King of the Norvegians^ there i| 
a confideraDie P^flage out of one o{Cedmo7f% Odes, 
containing a Defcription ,0f a Flight applicable e- 
- ^ cough 
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hpugh jtp (hisy though written drri^ hundred 
Tears before. A Perion well fkillcd in the Saxmi 
Learning, who firll pubUfhed that Chronicle, dirf 
not perceive thi« Quotation, but complained that 
the Book was here written in a very obfoletc and 
obfcure^ Stile ; but the prefent Bifhop of Lfindon^ 
in his more accurate Edition of that Wprk, has 
fet the Matter in a clear Light, and made an ex- 
cellent Verfion into Latipj of that perplexed Paf- 
fage, as the old Editor call'dvit. ^ - :\ ' ' 
Whatever Beauties, whatever captivating Fi- 
gures, whatever Graces in Sounds, en* E^ancies 
in ExprefTion, the Criticks have remarked in any 
of the Greek and jLtf//» Poets, the fame are to be 
.found in oiir Saxons. So that Nature fecms to 
have didated, in all Natk>ns, to fuch as were triijy 
Poets, thofe Methods of charming the Mind; and 
Toothing the Ear, which Men of qopler Heac^ 
have digefted into an Aft. If I fhould cite, to 
you feveral Inftances of this Sprt, it would appear 
tedious, and at the fame Time a little pedantjck : 
I will therefore content myfelf with fupporting 
'What I h#e advanced, by only one Authority, 
which, will I hope fufllicien^ly demoii^rate^ ch^t 
I deal f3;irly, and nei||ier attempt to impofe up- 
on others, nor ^m myfelf bewitch*d w*|Eh an^un- 
reafpnable Paflion for the Antients. y : 
. There is not a greater Beauty in Ve^-fification, 
than that happy Repetitioa of the. fame Letter 
which Erylhr^Sy that^e^Hent Coimnentatpr on 
Virgil J calls Alliteration of which tliere cannot be 
a better Example, than in the fcilowipg Line, 
from that excellent i^e?;wi^2%Poet. ^ ■^. ; _ 

Ef fola in Jtccii fecum fpafiatur^ari^ff^^'^^^ ^ 

"^ •- - •' ' ^ V Our 
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Out Poets ikw «id cojHcd ;1^ Beauty very 
ta^y. The firft£fl;# Poet we have, I ititan 
#^ Author of the Satyr etu:itIccU Piene Flqwn^^^ 
ufes it frequently, as in this fine Line, \ 

b a Somcr Seafofi, when fet was 4h$ S^xiSKt* 

So alfo Chaucer^ Ipeaking of Crtfida^ 

FuU forrowiuUy/^ figh'd, and £ud Akfs I 

But nonehasusM.it more judicioufly thanD^i&^w^ 
who in his Cooper's Hill^ hlath Variety of Ex- 
amples not only of this, but of all die Beauties 
of which Eng^J^ V^fificatibn is capable. I will 
mention but two, the firft in defcrioing the Rife 
of Ae HiU on which Windfor-Caftk ftands, which 
he compardito the Appearance of Cbarlesl. 

^hy TtA^tfMs&tT^^ EmbUmi inwhofe Face 
Sat Meekn«ls, heightened with miyeftic Grace. 

And again, fpeaking of the Happinefs^ of the 
ScofiflPljim^ in enjoying ^1 thbfe Advantages for 
whSch the Engli/h Months fought eVen whfn 
their Anceftors fuffcred, and were made Prifoners 
by them. 

To whom theif better Fate rejerves "whatever 

TBeYt^v hopes for^ ^/i&^ Vanquifh'd/^or. 

'» ■ ^ ' " '• 

Waller Was- particularly happy this Ways as ap- 
pears in die following Lines. 

* Mluftf$bus ^MSy high Raptures do infufe^ 
And every Conqueror creates a Mufe. 

But 



9 • 

of Writing ihoft ; ^for:I«JMpcie, heife aifcltwoi&r^ 
Refolv'd /(? ruin, or to mle the State. 



O Ic ■^. i:^''iLii /;',.. -.^v^^o 



But our 5^x^» Poets knew, and us'd this Grace 
inahy tiundredfSie^^ .bf&re^ ^ jia chcJ^foU^wing 
Herfcs. 

-.. > Death COM oh.(iiiis*M\deMr4,> > ,mv yu y;*i ^^^ 
THufth theci Pfi&^s pt^t j ^ vino \^^;kI|ri;i 



- And^Sfennc>a*d^Sofg<2ir¥Wfi:tti^. 



ji :. Oh Sc^jAoiihonde, yi^ . j j;-: . .n-^n 

ir^ w the fold Fiend's malicious WtU: 

:Oii Sfili^ijS^ftre tAtt^Hx^e^^f.^^ f;^,. . ^^^ <^ 

v;-a octuld^ tv^kttudi FaciJ^f; pm4uepc%Ya^^ 

of iVoofs of thisbSort ;^wb]fi]^^ howeveipiyg^^ m^f, 

Qi^y find in Do^r ui^^'^kreajure of the l<[arx 

tirem.:LnnguagAysht.v^^ of this 

kind^ of Learning the World has yet feen.: There 

the Learned Author hath entirely eiihi)|ited tlie 

.Subjeci^ aiid.madCTt.evidentY t?hit ow Anceftors, 

who «rqfe Vicufe in j:l\j|^Lapgua^,: wqrc tryly 

Poets, in refpeft to Genius, and excellently Ikiird 

itiwhat we have fince confidered asthc principal 

Rules of the Art, As I ain fuUy perifuaded that 

good Tranflations of the Saxon Poetty would' 

ferve to illuftrate inany dark;P^flagp|^in q|ir aifci- 

cnt Hillory, fo .1 am alfo clearly convinced, i^x. 

v' if 
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if we returned to this 5/^^(9» Mariner of CompofitioQ 
it would contribute not a little to reftore the Re- 
putation of our Poetry, and to render this kind 

. of Writing of much greater Service to Mankind 
than hitherto it has been. To give you fome No- 
tion of what I mean, permit me to obferve, that 
Cooper^s-Hill^ Windfor-Forejl^ Clare-Mount^ and 
all the defcriptive Poems like them, if they arc 
not Imitations bf the Saxon Poetry, as I donfefs I 
believe they are not, yet I can affure you, they 
are built on like Plans, and ferve excellently to de- 
fend various Paflages in modern Hiftory, from 
linking in ta Oblivion, as well as to afford a lafting 
Pifture of the^ Places they are defign'd. to.repre- 
fent. By the fame Method, other Things worthy 
of Remembrance might be preferv*d, andafub- 
lime, inftrudive, and improving Poetry might be 
introduced, inftead of that low ufelefs tinWing 
kind, of Rl^imes, which, if Poetry b% regarded 
as a Science, are the JDifgrace of the prelent Age. 
1 am veyry fenfible that this Letter is of an-un- 
reafonable Lengfih; and I will endeavour to digefl; 
my Matter clofer for the future. In my next, I 
intend to fay fomewhat oi DaniJJj Poetry ; not that 
there was any great Difference between the 
Tongues ; but becaufe in my Judgment the Geni- 
us of the Danijh Poets is of a diflincl Nature from 

' the Britijh arid Saxon \ and therefore worthy of 
Cdnfideration. The kind Letter you was pleas'd to 
write me, fhall receive as fpeedy # n Anfwer as is 
confiflent with your own Commands, which (hall 
always have the Place of Laws with 'me. I am 
extremely obiig'd to Phaon for his favourable Opi- 
nion of m^ little Labour, and hope in Time to 
merit that Approbation which he feems fo willing 
to beftow. I Ihall goto my Father-in law's next 

T Week, 
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Week, and from thence I propofe to date my nekt 
Epiftle, which will alfo afford you an Account of 
what the good old Man is doing. Adieu ! dear 
Sir ! I have fcarce left my felf room to affure you, 
that the common Phrafe was never more fmcercly 
us'd than when I tell you, 

lam 

The moji devoid of your. Servants^ 

L BANDER. 



L E T T E R V. 
PHAON to LEANDER. 

I Received Yefterday, from Celadon^ your Epiftle 
on Saxon Poetry, which, without a Compli- 
ment, pleafes me very much. I cannot however 
underftand how you came to imagine that People 
are prejudiced againft the Truths which you have 
advanced therein. As to the common Sort of 
People, they are certainly very incompetent Judges, 
of fuch Things ; and yet they are, though tshey 
knbw not why, generally fpeaking, zealous e- 
nough in ' the fcaufe of their Anceftors. Thofe 
who are better qualify'd to decide on this Subjeft, 
are fo far from having any Biafs the other Way, 
chat if I am not extremely miftaken, they too in- 
cline to that Side which you efpoufe. Thefe, Le-. ' 
sndery arc my Reafons. We owe our Laws to 

the 
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tht Saxons, Whenever we turn over HeUinJhead^ 
Stmm^ or Sfted^ who notwithftanding the general 
Vbgue of Rapin^ arp ftill Hiftorians with Men of 
Senfe: I fay, whenever we turn^ over thefe, ^e 
cannot but obferve that our Conftitution is Saicon^ 
and that the conftant Dcfire of our Fore-fathers 
was, to be governed by the Laws of the Confeflbr. 
On the other Hand, all the Cathedrals, Collegiate 
Churched, and other Monuments of Antiquity, 
which are moll admir'd, are Sa^Kon Monuments. 
Do you then think it poflible, that while fuch 
vifible Marks are before our Eyes of the Policy 
arid Piety of thefe People, we fhould, if we think 
at all, think meanly of their Poetry. No, my 
Fribnd, thofe who have ftudied the Savion Tongue, 
.are convinced, that the Bards of fdrmer Times 
wrote elegantly and accurately; and thofe who 
have no Ideas of Snxm Poetry ^ but what they 
gather from the Marks they have left of their 
Skill in other Sciences, are very ready to believe 
all that can be faid in their Favour as to this. 
But a Diflike of Labour, which you own muft 
be great, in order to attain any tolerablie Degree of 
Knowledge in this Way, is the true Source of that 
Want of Application of which you fojuftly com- ' 
plainf. A little French^ a genteel Bow, and a 
Song out of the Beggars Opera^ includes Wit, 
Learning and Politenefs ; and a Man with thefe 
AccompliflimentSj may pretend to any Thing 
at prefent. But thi? fmooth Seafon feems to be 
drawing towards a Glofe ; the Sky looks cloudy, 
and whenever ill Weather comes, thefe fmart Fel- 
lows muft retire. They are not made for Storms, 
nay, they can fcarce endure a Shower; and there^ 
fore when Mankind ftirs, Men of Parts will cer- 
tainly be diftineuilhed, and that Spirit of In- 
T 2 duftry 
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duftry revive again, which, for want of Encoiw 
ragement, hath been fo long declining. I fay 
this, Leander^ as the modern Phrafe is, to keep 
you in Spirits, and that you may not thinjc all your 
Pains and Reading have been utterly thrown away. 
When I read your Letter firft, I was appre- 
henfive that you deviated a little from what you 
laid down, concerning the Spjrit of Poetry^ 
a«d the accommodating our Verfeto certain Rulesj 
but upon perufing that Part of your Letter again, 
1/pereeived it was my Miftake, and that you ad- 
her'd clofely to your former Dodrine^ I fancy 
I have found out a ^ort of Demonftration of that 
Propofition, that the eldeft Poets are mofi per- 
fe6t. I reafon thus ; all our Rules are drawn from 
the EfFeds of Genius, and Genius is the fame 
Thing in all Nations. You have rightly obferv- 
ed, that the Songs of the Briti/h Bards refemble 
the beft Greek Odes ; I have fince taken fome 
Pains ^ to be informed in that Point, and I find 
that they are properly fpeaking, Pindaricks m 
Welch. Tbe fame Thing J perceive may berc- 
mark'd of the Saxon Sonnets, and I dare fay, you 
muft have obfei-ved the like in two Lapland Odt^^ 
publifh*d in the SpeSiator^ and which may be 
found in th^ir original Language in Scheffer's Hif- 
tory of Lapland, This being fo, nothing can be 
more clear than that Rules deduced from fuch 
Pieces, can never teach any Man to come up to 
th^ Models from which they are taken ; and there- 
fore I no more wonder that modern Poets fall 
ihort of the antient, than that our* Sculptors 
fall fliort of thdrs, becaufe the Reafon is the lame 
in Both Cafes. TJiere are certain Sciences in 
.which the human Underftanding may niake a con* 
tinual Progrefs, fuch as in Natural Philofc^hy, 
' ' and 
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and the Mathematicks ; but in regard to Rhctorick, 
Oratory, and Poetry, there is a certain Point of 
JPcrfeftion, which once reach'd, we^ think in vain. 
of going farther, and, by purfuing our own mif- 
taken Notions of Excellence, are apt to go back 
again. Cedmon was the Standard Wri^r amongft 
the Saxons ; he hit that Point of Perfedion which 
all could difcern, and yet none could find the 
Tr%6t by which he reach'd it. One might per- 
hapis fay the fame Thing of an Englijh Poet, but 
I chufq rather to give an Inftance in another Way. 
Sir TVaker Raleigh reach'd the Summit of Hif- 
toric Eloquence ; he wrote an Age ago, and we 
have had Numbers writing after him, but not 
<?he who has wrote like him* Art therefore be- 
ing no more than an Imitation of Nature, muft 
be content with the fecond Place, and till we find 
but fomething equivalent to that Inftitutipn which 
is caird in the Sacred Writings, the School of 
the Prophets^ where Inftruftion was^ conveyed by 
Praftice rather than Method, welhall never reach 
thofe Heights to which we afpire. At leaft thefc 
are my Notions, and the Notions of fome who 
are wifer than I. I know that they are Notions 
which have been ridicul'd, but fo have the mofl: 
facred Things, and yet are they nerer the lefe 
true, or lefs deferving of Efteem. 

It is impoflible to tell you how muc]ji I was 
pleas'd with* your Verfion of the Saxon Ode, de- 
fcribing the tity of Durham. I (how'd it to the 
Parfon of our Parifh ; a Man of good Senfe, and 
not to feek in thefe Matters. He prefently re- 
coUefted his having met with this very Ode in one 
of the antient Writers, publifhed by the great 
Selden\ At my Rqqucft, he look'd for, and found 
it, wirfi the Latin Tranflation^ which gave us 
T J great 
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great Pleafvire* though we were Criticks enough 
to difcover that you made Ufe of fome other Copy, 
which is certaialy the correfter of the two. I 
Wonder fo ufeful a Sort of Poetry ever grew out 
of Fafhion. Have the Charity to intorm ijie, 
if there are ftill remaining many of thefe Odes; 
and, if my Recommendation be of any Weight, 
try what you can do in this Kind, at your Fa- 
ther-in law's : His Houfe a^^d Gardens really merit 
fuch a Defcription, and I fhould think that, don- 
fidering it as Lucinda\ Birth-place, you Ihould 
not ftand in need of any other Mule'. I promife 
you, I mean to try my little Skill in tKc fame 
Way, though I forefee it will coft me a good 
deal of Trouble, fince vulgar Inftances would fink 
the Majefty of the Poem, and thofe of an heroic 
Nature are not eafily found. It would be a ge- 
nerous Thin^ to celebrate in this Manner the 
moft remarkable Places in this Ifland, efpecially 
fuch as have fallen, or are falling to decay. The 
worthy Clergyman I mentioned to you before, lent 
me Drayton'^ Polly-Olbion^ a poetical Defcription 
of this Kingdom, by its Rivers, with which I 
dare fay, you are well acquainted. I am never 
weary of reading it, fuch a happy Mixture d© I 
find therein, of the Profitable and the Pleafant. 
How ^rand a Defign was this, to eternize every 
Rivulet, and to add the Graces of Poefy to a 
Geographical Defcription ? Well did this Drayton 
deferve the Laureates Wreath, finct' this Work 
fhows him both a Patriot and a Poet. But, alas ! 
how few have trode in his Steps, nay, how little is 
his Poem known, and of thofe who know it, 
how few efteem it as they ought ? It is to your 
Letter that I myfelf owe the Pleafure of reading 
it; be communicative, Leander^ «ind if you are. 

a,cqu2Lint- 
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acquainted with a Variety/ of Authors, like Dray- 
ton ; let me have a Lift of them, that I may im- 
mediately apply myfelf to fo charming a Study^ 
and make Poetry my Bufinefs, after it has been fo 
many Years my Amufement. 

In Celadon^s Library^ laft Summer, I met with 
a Book which pleafed me very much ; it was print- 
ed at Edinburgh^ and is call'd the Ever-greetiy 
or a CoUeftion of old Scotch Poems. It coft me, I 
confefs, a good deal of Pains to underftand it, * 
but I thought my Pains well rewarded by the 
many lively Hints I met with, which either are, 
or at l^aft feem to me fuller of poetic Spirit than 
any modern Compofitions. If you have never 
feen it, it fhall be fent you ; and in that Cafe I 
flatter myfelf you will believe that I lay you under 
afenfible Obligation. A Treafure of fine Thoughts, 
to a Man of Tafte, affords a Surprize as agreeable 
as the finding a Treafure of another Sort docs to 
a A^uckworm. Among the feveral Pieces in this j 
Colleftion, there are fomc like your Saxon Poems, / 
defcrjptive, others extremely humorous ; but thofe 
, which drew my Attention moft, were AUego- 
rick. Our ancient Poets excelled in this Way : 
and I wonder, fince Spencer hath met of late. 
Years with fo many Acinirers, fo few have ven- 
tured to write in his Manner, and of thofe few 
whiph I have feen, moft imitate rather his Faults 
than his Excellencies, and haveno Idea of furpafling 
him, or df improving that kind of Poetry which 
to me, however, feems far from being imprafti- 
cable. The French Poet La Motte^ in his Fables, 
hath in my Judgment .afforded feveral Inftances 
of. this ; neither have there been wanting fome o- 
ther ingenious Perfons in that Kingdom who 
have cultivated this Manner of Writing. A- 
T 4 mongfl 
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mongft thefe, fomje Ladies have been particularly 
, happy, uniting all the Fire ' of true Poetry with 
that Delicacy of Thought, which is peculiar to 
the Wits of that Sex. After fo long, and To 
very fober a Letter, you will, I dare fay, be welf 
enough pleas'd to fee a little Poetry, though it be 
but indifferent ; I have therefore fent you one of 
thofe allegoric Pieces, in the beft Tranflation of it 1 
am able to make. Having now done with our 
Bufirefs, let me tell you a little Country-Nev/s. 
Claririda has been thefe two Days at Celadon^ ^nd 
hef Hufband is expefted To-morrow ; they will 
ftay a Fortnight, and I give you this Notice,' 
that yoii may not fail in paying^your Refpefts.' 
My Houfe will lie in your Way ; and therefore 
I expeft you Ihould call on me when you go, to 
make your Compliments to that illuftrious Couple. 
You are alfo to know, that Lady Sophia is with 
ffhild, which is a Matter of great Importance in 
her Family, and may pofiibly afford you the Sub- 
jeft of a Poem ; laft of all, let me tell you, that 
my Wife's favourite Cat deceafed Yefterday, and 
that with all her good Senfe, Eliza has not been 
able to recover her good Humour fince. Look- 
ing for the Poem I was to fend you, I met with 
a Sonnet written by the famous Pere Commire^ on 
the Death of his tabby Cat, which is a full Proof 
that Wits have a Liberty of making the mofli 
trifling Accidents Matters of Moment, when they 
relate to themfelves. Be pleafed therefore to par- 
don all thefe Trifles, if not for the Sake of my 
Wit, yet becaufc I am moft fincerely 

^ Your hearty Friend^ 

And obedient humbk Servant^ 

PHAON. 
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?. R U D E N C E arid T R Ij T H. 
^»,Allegorick poem. 

ONCE it fell out ^ as Poets fay ^ 
WbenTiuzand Light had beeen at pU^^ 
V ^he Lafs prov'd big— a Trick of Tout h\ 

And brought old Tiwe^- a Daughter Truth. , 

Thif Virgin left her Parents Houfe J 

And came to Court to look a Spoufe. 
• Butfad^ alas! her Fortune there ^ 

How wi'dfays one that Creatures Air? 

How blunt the IVench ? another cries j 

A thirds fpied Madnefs in her Ryes. 

Thus us^d^ poor Truth was forced to rove^ ' 

Not One Pretender to her Love. 

Art was the reigning Toafi^ and fie * 

Could never with plain Truth agree. 

Vex^d to the Soul the Virgin goes^ 

To PViids and Woods fhe breaths her fVoes. 

And as thro* thefe fhe chanced to fir ay ^ 

Fortune threw Prudence in her Way. 

Seeing bright Truth, the Goddefs faidj 

Ho^ fares it to^fly-looking Maid? ^ 

Why heave thefe Sighs ; Why fall thefe Tears ? 

Can harmlefs Truth have real Fears ? 
With Grief at this her Bofom fwells^ 

For fobbing fcarce her Tale fhe tells. 

Dear Coufin, — faid with fmiling Air^ 

2"i?^ Goddess ~^tho* divinely fair. 

From every Stain of Guilt, tho* free. 

Yet Nakednefs becomes not —Thee. 

Be then advis'd— ^Put on fome Cloaths, 
^ No more all bare thefe Limbs expofe. 

Na 
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Nor truft your Condudl quite to Chance, 
But learn to fpak—my^ iearn to dance. 
Go$d Breeding borders hot on Ficey 
Be both in Drefs and Virtue nice. 
Once p6lifh*d — Truft me Friend of mine. 
In Courts — you'll Art herfelf — out-ftiine. 

Truth took her Word — and when fiie camty 
Crave F t e u r y introduced the Dame. 
Where everfincejhe has been feen^ 
'And held of all the Virtues S^ueen. m 

VERSES by a Jesuit on the Death of his 
CAT- 

G'RiSET/V^iW, whopleafid me Night and Di^y 
So gentle J yet fo fprightly 5 work and play 
His TiW divided. Now with me he fat e^ 
Now moused : how rigid are thy Laws^ O Fate f 
That gave fo good a Catfo Jhort a Date. 

His fhining Back^ a fpeckled Tabby fpread^ 
Nor Rat, nor Moufefrom bis fell Talons fled 
Wanton in Play^ fatal in Rage^ — he^'s Dead! 

Te Graces mourn j ye Mufes cha^ his Praife^ 1 
Shade ye his Urn with Rofes a»d with Bays. 

Te Mice be merry ^ and ye Rats be gladj -% 

While I his haplefs Mdfter thus am fad^ L 

And fee you ravage^—Oh ! Uwill make me mad! i 

He never more fhall pur about my Be^^ j 

No more fhall Ifiroke *ore hisglo^y Headj ' > 

No more ! Alas no more ! — Oriset is dead! i 

LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

L E A N D E R /^ C E L A D O N. 

THE Expeditions of the Danes into this 
Ifland make a confiderable Part of our an- 
cient Hiftory, a Part hitherto very ioofely treated^ 
thro' the Partiality of fome, and the Ignorance of 
moft of our Writers, who have afFedted to repre* 
fent all the Attempts of the Danes as fo many 
thieviih Enterprizes undertaken by a mean barba- 
rous Enemy for the Sake either of Plunder or Sub* 
fiftence. It is very poffible, that all the offenfive 
Wars of Princes ought to be confider'd in this 
Light ; fome grave Philofophcrs have treated Akx^ 
ander the Great as an over-grown Robber, and it; 
yras onqe fafhionable for Divines to reprefent Lewis 
the XIV. under the fame Charafter ; yet ftill the 
Generality of the World have thought otherwife of 
both thefe Princes. From the fame Motives con- 
fequently which lead us to fpcak refpedfully of any 
Heroes, or of any warlike Nation, , we ought to 
change our Sentiments concerning the Danes, who 
Jong before tjiey troubled this Country, were a very 
powerful People, both by Sea and Land. In or-r 
der therefore to have a juft Idea of their •Notions 
and Cuftomsi we muft have Recourfe to their 
own Hiftorians, trom whom we learn, that the 
Danes were govern'd by a Number of petty Chief' 
tains^ whom fome call. Lords, others Princes, and 
pot a few, Kings. As thefe Men were advanced 
fo the Coniniands they held, chiefly o^ i\pcount 

pf 
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of their diftinguifhed Bravery; Courage, became 
of .Cpurfe the Quality moft efteem'd among j:he 
Danes. This Opinion ferv'd to root out all* the 
common Notions of Judi^e, at leaft with Refpeft 
to Strangers; fp th^t attacking ai>d plundering 
them was fo far from being looked on as a bafp 
^nd barbarous A6tion, that it was really efteem'd \ 
the fitteft Employment for Men nobly born/ and 
defirous of diftmguifhing themfelves by great Ac- 
tions. It is true, that all tht Saxon Hiftorians re- 
prefcnt the Danes as Pyrates ; and it is as true, 
that in the proper Signification of the Word fo 
they were, yet that Pyracy was not a ftiameful, 
but an honourable Profeflion in the Judgment of 
the Danes^^wc have already (hown -, and whoever 
ftill* retains Scruples on that Head, may, by per- 
ufing the Preface written by Thugdides to his 
Creek Hiftory, be fully conVinc'd, that the Danes 
were not the only Perfons. in the World who 
thought in this Way ; but that the ancient Greek 
Heroes were of the very fame Stamp 'with theirs, 
and the Expedition of the Golden-Fleece i^ot a 
Grain more honourable ; and, according to fome 
Danijh Accounts, lefs fo than that of Inguar and 
Hubba^ two Danijh Princes, who were among the 
fir ft Invsders of this Ifland of Britain, 

I fhould not have run into this Detail, but that 
I thought it abfolutely neceffary, to render the 
Account I am to give of the Danijh Poetry intel- 
ligible. It would certainly have look'd odd, had 
I aflerted, that eminent Poets were to be found 
among a Race of low inconfiderable Thieves, 
fuch as the firft Danijh Adventureris are ufually re- 
prefented; but having once clear'd up this Point, 
it will not appear at all improbable, that when 
iuch Knights-Errant as thefe Danijh Princes were, 
V went 
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Mrcnt in Queft of Adventures, they were attended 
by fomc of their Poets, and welcomed by others 
at their Return home. It would be befide my 
Purpofe to enter more particularly into the Cu- 
ftoms and Manners of the Nation ^ and therefore 

. I fhall content myfelf with only noting angthet 
Praftice of theirs, which was Drinking ftoiitly ; 
this was an old national Vice amongft them, and 
which, for ought I know, may not be eradicated 
to this Day ; they praitifed it wherevel* they came, 
iand eftablifhed it wherever they f^tled. As Poets 
therefore always celebrate Subjefts which delight 
thofe who are their Hearers, fo War and Feafting 
were the two great Topicks of the Danijh Votaries 
to Verfe. That thefe Poets became excellent in 
their Way of Compofing, is by noltleans wonder- 
ful, fince they had fuch frequent Opportunities of 
exerting their Talents j for whenever the Danes . 
poffefs'd themfelves of any Part of a Country, their 
Method was to plunder it to a certain Extent all 
round, and then carrying all the Booty to their 
Head-Quarters, they feafted there plentifully, theit 
Poets finging all the Time either Panegyricks ori 
their^Princes, or the Pleafures of a jolly Life. 
When any of thefe Songs or Odes were particularly 
pleafine to fuch as heardlfcem, they were careful- 
ly prelerv'd, and very warily tranfmitted to Pof^ 
terity, fo that it may be juftly queftion*d whether 
more of thefe ancient Poems are not ftill extant, 
than in any other Language whatever -, this I take 
tp be chiefly owing to the Refpeft' which the Ifearn-^ 
cd Men of Denmark^ Norway y and Iceland^ not;, 
withftanding the Zeal of the Popifh Clergy, have 
ever had for their Anceftors, whofe Works they 

,have been careful not only to prcferve, but to un- 

derftand^ 
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cefsful in their Management of a Syftem. fo well 
fitted for their Purpofe.. Such as are acquainted 
with their Writings know this by ExperKcnoe^ 

^ and perhaps I may give you a Specimen of it be- 
fore I quit this Subjeft. 

The ancient D^^/^j/I&'Hiftoriahs tell us very ex- 
traordinary Things of their,Poets, knd of the migh- 
ty Refpeft paid them in thofe early Times -, for Ex- 
iamfil^, they aflure us, that thefe Men had fuch a 
Power of Verfe, as to be' able to charm the mod 

^ boift Vous and outragious Paffions, of which they 
give us as an Inftance m Egillus Skalligrimus^ who 
by a Poem pacified Erick Blodocky King oH Norway^ 
notwithftanding he had been^his ancient inveterate 
Enemy, had flain many of his Friends, and even 
one of his Sons with his own Hand. They -could 
likewife, at leaft as they aflert, by thePower of their 
Numbers, ^excite all the HumanJ^aflions, and 
carry them to the utmoft Height. Nay, fome 
moderhr Authors tell us, that the Icelandic Poets 
'poflefs this Quality even now. It is however 
, remarkable, that ' the 'Dams afcrib*d this ex* 
traordinary Science not to Study, but to Infpira- 
tion, and that thofe who pretend to fucceed them 
in their Skill in Iceland ^ all own it a Gift from 
Heaven; whence It is plain, that the Northern 
Nations referred all to Genius. In Confequencc 
of this they conceived fuch as weoe f ndued with 
the Spirit of Po#ry, to be peculiarly favoured by 
Providence, which led them to eledt one Hiant, 
who made an excellent Epitaph upon their King 
Frotho^ his Succeflbr, with as much Re^fon at leaft. 
as the ancient Lacedemonians fet a Poet at the 
Head of an Army. I do admit that moft df 
what has been faid regards the Banes before they 
fettled in this Country, and confecfucntly, at firft 

Sight, 
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Sight may not appear fo confiftent with the Dc^ 
JTign I amuporu But if it be confider*d thatvaft 
Numbers or Danes^ fettled at feveral Times in this 
Countfy, and left their Pofterity intermingled 
With the Saxons \ and if we alfo call to Mind, 
that our next Conquerors the Normans wer« but 
JDanes under another Nime, we cannot ivoid fee- 
ing, that as thie Inhabitants of this liland muflr 
by Degrees have much Danijh Blood in their 
Veins^ fo they muft therewith receive fome Tin-, 
^fture of their Manners, and of their Genius. 
That this is not meet Conjefture might be eafily 
putout of queftibn, by comparing the i^<?r«?<^/z Poets 
with their Pred^eflbrs the Saxons ; for tho' it be 
true, that the Normans had by that Time loft much 
of the Genius of their Anceftors, yet they ftill re- 
tained enouglj of that Romantick Turn, peculiar 
to the antient Danijh Scalder. Here therefore let 
me end my Hiftorical Repiarks on this fort of 
Poetry ; and, that I may keep Within fome fort of 
Bounds, give you a concife Account of the Art 
kfelf, and how it was pradis*d amongft thefe an- 
cient ProfefTors, who if fome Northern Criticks 
wete allowM to decide, will not only pafs for 
Men on a Level with the moft celebrated Greek 
and Roman Wvk^vs^ but alfo much above them; 
which IS perhaps as great a Strain of Madnefs as 
that which fuppofes, there are no Poems worth 
reading, except what are compofed in thofe Lan- 
guages. 

The very learned fVormius^ who has written 
exprefly and with great Accuracy upon this Sub- 
jed:, informs us, that the ancient Danes had nd 
lefs than one hundred ^nd thirty-fix different kinds 
of Verfes ; and from this alone we rhay be affur'd, 
that they were great Proficients in, as well as 
great Admirers of this heavenly Art ; they did 
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not, like the Saxons^ place all the Force of Poe- 
try in Quantity, but in Harmony and Rhyme. 
To enter on this Subjeft, and to repeat to you 
the Rules they obferv'd for accommodating Sound 
to Senfe, would require a Treatife j I will there- 
fore content myfelr with, faying, that in Regard 
to t[iefe Things, they were much more nice than 
any of our Modern Criticks •, and whenever you 
defire a Proof thereof) I Ihall fhow it you in 
Hicks^s Tbefaurus. As to Rhyme, they ufed it in 
all the Varieties than can be imagined ; and befides 
this, they praftifed a Diftindion not known to 
us, for they ufed a whole and a half Rhyme; 
the whole was the fame with ours, but the half 
Rhyme is not cafily expreffedg^ it confifted in a 
Sound, near but not exaftly like, as if the Words 
Guardian and Pardon were to end Lines. This 
half Rhyme they employed in the firft Line of a 
Stanza of four, and in the third ; but the fecond 
and fourth Verfes ended with whole Rhymes, 
which had a very happy Effedt. Something of 
this Sort there is in one oi' Hopkins's Pftlms, 
which I fet down to make what I have before ad* 
vanc'd intelligible, 

The Lord who made the Ear of Man^ 
He needs aright muji hear ; 
He made the Eye^ all Things muft then. 
Before his Sight appear. 

The greateft Part of their Performances wert 
Qdes^ Dialogues, or Elegies, with fome hiftorical 
Poems of confiderable length. Some of all thefe 
are ftill remaining, and we might have had many 
more, but that fome zealous Divines, who had 
the charge of converting this Nation toChriftianity, 

hearing 
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h^^ring fuch ftrange Things reported of Verfes 
Vrote in the Runick Charafter, and perceiving 
how fond the People were' of theni, and 'how 
tfanfported at hearing any of thele Poems re- 
peated, they immediately conceiv'd, that there 
was fomething of Witchcraft both in their Words 
and in their Letters, and gave Quarter therefore 
to neither, niaking it a Point of Religion to de- 
ftroy all the Remains of Antiquity they could 
rtieet with. How far this was really requifite, in 
order to the firft Eftablilhment of Chnftianity, it 
is at this Diftance of Time impoflible to fay; 
but this I think, I may venture to remark,^ that 
nothing but a real Neceffity could juftify fuch a 
Behaviour, of which this inconteftible Fad how- 
ever, is no great Sign, wz. That the Ifelanders 
have been always very iz:calous Chriftians, and yet 
have prcferved amongft them more Fragments of 
ancient Poetry than any other Subjedts bf the 
Crown of Denmark. ^ 

As to any real Progrefs that either the t>dntjh 
Manners or Poetry made in England^ I cahnot fay 
much witli Certainty, there being an apparent 
Spirit of Envy in whit moft of our Hiftorians 
report of thbfe Re'^ghs -, yet even thfcfe fpare not 
to infonn us, that the Danes introduced a Cuftonl 
of Drinking, which came to fuch a Height, as to 
require Reftraint by Law ; and if the Danes propa- 
gated their Vices, we may well fuppofe that their 
better Qualities were alfo taken into Notice, and 
imitated. Canutus v/as not only a gteat King, 
but the greateft King ever rul'd in this Ifland ; 
for with the Kingdom of Englcind ht held 
Normay^ Denmark^ and Part of Sweden. Befides 
all this he was a very wife Prince, a Prote6t6r and 
Encourager of learned Menj and therefore by 
^ U 2 Con- 
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Confequence of Poets, yet I fhould not h^vc 
mentioned him but for this Reafon, that he ftrong- 
ly endeavour'd a Union between the two Nations, 
and with this yiew left his Dominions here to 
Hardiknute^ his Son by Queen Emma^ who thro* 
not an EngltJIo Woman by Birth, yet on account 
of her beipg the Widow of King Mthelred^ and 
fo once a Queen by a Saxon Title, was extremely 
dear to them. This Son of hers, HardikntUt^ 
purfued alfb his Father's Mjixim, and died of 
drinking at a Feaft which he made on marrying 
a Danijh Nobleipan to an Englijh Lady. ^ Fronv 
thefe Circumftances we may certainly infer, that 
the Danijh Cuftoms by this Time began to pre- 
vail, and to make great Alterations in the Tem- 
per, Manners and Genius of the Inhabitants of 
this Ifland. The fcanty Remnant of Poetry we 
have immediately after the Conqueft, differs' 
widely from the old Saxon manner of writing, and 
as ^t hath a greater Air of Libertinifm, I think 
one may fafely fuppofe, that this was received 
from the Danes. 

In order to enliven a little fo dry ar Subjeft, I 
have annex'd two Tranflation;s, one of an Ode, 
preferv'd in the Colleftion made by Olaus Worr 
miuSj of Fragments of 3,nc\ent Danijh Hymns; 
the other from Saxa-Gramaticus. I am fenfibic 
that I need your Pardon few many things in this 
and in my former Letters ; but you muft confi- 
der, that this is the firft Attempt, that I write not 
to fhow my Skill but my Obedience, and that 
the Theme itfelf is not a little crabbed. On the 
whole, if I have not altogether miffed the Mark^- 
but have been fo lucky as to write fome Things 
new or pleafant, for their Sake, pafs by the reft,.^ 
and believe,, that thefe Letters in general are the 

belt. 
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Beft that could be per%m'd by hina whofe high- 
eft Title is that of 

Tour humble Friend^ 
and obedient Servant^ 

LE AND Ell. 



■n- 
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An Ancient Danish ODE. 

I. 

N Deeds of Arms our Heroes rife^ 
lUuJtrious^ in their Offspring's Eyes^ 
They fear'' d not thro* the Stormy Sea 
To urg£ their Courfe^---Then'iS>yJhbuld'ix^e 
Jnglorioujly fuch Labours flee ? 

11. 



No J let us rather cherifh Arms^ 
And fee like them-r-in Danger charms: 

Let us ftretch far and wide our Sway. 

Whyfhould not we as well as they^ ' 

Teach vanquifh^d Nations tojobey? 

III. 

Bring then the Oarsy the Sails unbind j 
Breathey Oui't^y breathe a happy Wind^ 

So fhall we quickly re^ch the Shore j 

Andy as our Grand/ires did before^ 

In bloody Battles^ thee adore. 

u 3 IV. m 
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wf 

7^0 lazy Rites^^ no fumptuous Feafty 
4re glorious Odin /^ thyTaJie ; 

4 martial Monarch thou waft here^ 
# Armies are ftill thy darling Care^ 

The Leader cn^e^ and now the God of W^r^ 

V. 

flafteJhafte ! ye Heroes^ hafte on Boards 
Hafie ! hafte ! great HuhhsL give the JVord. 

]Slo more delays but let us fly ^ 

7j^ Odin pleafe to Victory. 

tie chearful lives who does nQt fear to die^ 

Another on VICTORY, 

I. ^ 

TH E Combat* s o^er, the Deed is done^ 
The Foeisfled^ the Field is won^ 
l.et Mirth fucceidy the Day's our own^ 

II, 

Th^ * Raven clafs her fable WingSy 
The Bard his chofen Timbrel brings^ 
With Art he flaysy with Rapture fings^ 



* A Magick Stindard belonging to Ltguar and Hubba» faid 
to be wrought ii^ the Hour of Noon by their three Sijien : the 
Pa'ven depidled therein was fcen (fo they fancied) to" dap its 

Wings ^fttf a £atcle won, ' ' , * ^ 

III,i^/7/ 
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III. * 

Fill the Bowl with potent jOcy ' 
Let it*s Strength o^er Carefrevail^ 
Too much Thought did ne'er avail. 

iv. 

While we're her e^ let^s fight and play ^ 
Toil t his y to drink another Day^ 
Let Pleafure former Pain repay: 



When from hence wefball remove^ 
^will be to the Folks we love^ 
.Odin, and the Chiefs above^ 

VL 

Grateful he will pay our Vows^ 
With what higheft Blifs beftows^ 
Thercy as hercj Jhall we caronfe. 

Brink then^ Heroes ^ drink andjing. 
To OdinV Praife^ aufpicious King ! 
From whom our glorious Conquefts fpring^ 



U4 .LET^ 
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LETTER Vir. 
CELAPPN to PHAON. 

I SEND ypu the laft.]l.etter I receiy'd from 
Leander\ and I affure you, that I am, for my 
Part, well fatisfied with what he has ^hitherto per- 
formed. I am forry to fay, that irioft bf the 
Matter contained in his Epiftles had the Charm 
pf Novelty with me, there being many Things 
in them of which* I had never heard. A Phyfi- 
cian in our Neighbourhood, who vifits Lady 5^- 
'^hia fometimes, hearing me fay at Table, that 
we ow'd this agreea^ble Entertainment to your 
finding Elftoh\ Grammar upon Leand^rh Table, 
he immediately faid, that ingenious Lady had 
flone^ very acceptable Service to .her Country, 
by the Publication of fo learned a Work, I made 
him no Anfwer, for Fear of making my Ignorance 
more confpicuous ; but fure, Pb^Gn, it is very lit- 
tle to any Man's Reputation, that he fhould know 
nothing of aSubjeft'of which a Woman knew 
fo much. For tho' it may bp true, and I believe 
it is fo, that Nature makes no Diftinftion in the 
Underftandings of the Sexes, yet it muft be grants? 
ed, that we make a great aeal by the help of 
Education ; fo that I think I may fairly fay, a 
Man ha$ ten times the Opportunity of acquiring 
Knowledge that is left to Woman : I am deter- 
. min'd therefore to be on a Par with this Mrs. 
Eljiob^ if the Expence of an Hour or two*s MornT 
ing. Study will enable me to conquet" the D^ffi? 
ciiltics of the Saxon Tongue, 
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I like his Obfervations in refpeft to the Daneu 
jbecaufe they feetn to me founded in Truth. J do 
not underftand why one Man (hould be crown'd 
with Laurel for an A6lic)n which entitles a.nother 
Man to a Halter of Hemp-, but I know that Con- 
querors have always been reputed Jieroes, and 
fherefdre I cannot give that Title to a Macedo- 
;/ii7», and in the fame Breath call a Dani/h Cpn- 
qucror a Thief. His Inference as to the Ufe of 
the pld Danijb Rdigion in furnilhing Machinery 
for their Poems, feems in my Judgment alfo to be 
very fenfible. But after all, I prefer the Saxon 
to the Dani/h Poets ; the latter may be more enT 
tertaining, but the former are beyond Queftion 
moi^e folid and more inftruftive. For this Reaforij^ 
J Ihould be glad to be acquainted with thefe Wri- 
ters, for as I am a great Lov^r of Poetry, fo of 
all things I like to fee it well apply'd. To me 
jthtrefore it does not feem ftrange, that King Alfred 
tranflated Boetiusy that Book always had Charms 
for Men of deep Senfe, and fuch as have thought 
moral Precepts of Jnore Worth than pleafant A- 
mufemcnts. We are told, that Queen Elizabeth 
made a Verfion of that very Piece, which employ- 
ed the Pen of ^Ifred^ and the laft EjtgUJh Tranf- 
lation we have, was made by the unfortunate Vif- 
count Prejionj while a Prifoner in Newgate. Yet I 
will own to you, that I do not think the Latin Ori- 
ginal very elegant ; but it is the Author's Senti- 
inents, and not his Stile I wpuld recommend. 

To the Reafons given by our Friend, for the 
Spirit arid Life that is difcernable in all the anci- 
ent Danift) Poems, he might, as I apprehend, have 
adfJed the Nature of the Subjefts, on which they 
^re written. AH Bithyrambicks have ufually a 
great flow pf Spirit 5 and this is difcbvtrable even 

in 
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in our common drinking Songs, infbmuch that 
wc have feen Men write well in this Way, who 
wrote mifcrably in every other. Again, all hif- 
torical, or rather narrative Poems, borrow Warmth 
and Spirit from their Matter, and if there be ex- 
traordinary Fafts to lupport what the Poet endea- 
vours to defcribe, the Reader's Imagination will 
lend him not a little Affiftance, as you may obferva 
in two of our taking Tragedies, The Albion ^eenSy 
and the Earlof EJfeiC^ both written by one Banks^ 
a great Affeder of Poetry, but one whom Nature 
had not entrufted with a Genius, or his Friends, 
fo far as I can perceive, with any tolerable Educa- 
tion. Yet the bare Choice of his Subjefts, and a 
tolerable Difpofition of his Scenes, maKe his Tra- 
gedies ftrike the Speftator, and force him to con- 
ceive more than the Poet could tell him. Whil6 
the Danes therefore kept to thefe two Topicks of 
Drinking and Fighting, they might well write with 
Fire. But methinks the true Spirit of Poetry ap- 
pears in giving Warmth to cooler Subjeds, and by 
})lacing Points of Importance to Mankind in aplea- 
ing Light, exciting their Readers to the Praftice 
of thofe Heroick Virtues, which are leaft agreeable 
to our deprav'd Natures. 

On this Account I fliould be glad to fee thofe 
facred Anacreonticks you once mentioned, for tho' 
i cannot deny that I always read what are called, 
the Works of Anacreon with Pleafure, and with- 
out any great Concern v<^hether they are his Works 
or not, yet I muft at the fame time confefs, that 
the Subjefts upon which he writes, contribute not a 
little to the Tafte I have for his Compofitions. If 
you will confider the Matter attentively, PbaoHj I 
peffuade myfglf you will fee that this is the C^e 

3 ^^ 
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of all his Readers. The Beauty of Anacremft 
Manner, confifts in his giving a natural De^ 
fcription of the Paflions he defcribcs, viz. A Thirft 
of Wine and of B^uty. Now I cannot appre* 
hend this Manner can be apply'd to facred $ub<* 
jeds fo happily \ I fay, I cannot apprehend it, 
wd therefore I fliould be glad to fee fom^ of the 
Greek Fathers Performances in that Way, or fomc 
of our Friend's. I am fuic that Cowley^s Verfions 
of Jnacreon are excellent^ and it would pleafe me 
wonderfully, if I could meet with any Engltfb 
Poetry on facred Subjeds written in that kind, 
and with that Fire \ for your Remark is certain- 
ly right, that the very fame Men have fhown Ge- 
nius and Spirit in prophane Poetry, and very 
little of either, where there ought iq have been 
more of both; 

There came inclosed in the lad: Letter Leander 
fent me, a Copy of yours, with two little Poems, 
both of which you fecm in your Letter to ftile 
Tranflations ; but why fo, my Friend ? The firft 
I am pofitive is no Tranflation, though the latter 
is. I was at firft a little at a Lofs to account lor 
the Art you made ufe of on thi^ Occasion ; biK 
when I confidered the Compliment at the laOer 
End, I faw plainly you were apprehenfive t|iil 
it did not become an Englijhman to bellow fudi- 
high Fraifes on Cardinal Fleury. Yet confider a 
little; what you fay of him is ftri^lly true ; M9 
Man either does, or can doubt it. He certamly 
is the firft Minifter ever attempted to goycni 
without Art, and to dired the Affairs of a Kiu;« 
dom with the fame Candour that dtftinguiflied the 
Merchants in the laft Age, and with the faoie 
Succefs. On fecond Confideration however, I dif- 
cover a new Beauty in this very Attempt to con- 
ceal 



cral your Poem's lieiog an OrigpnaJ. ^ It isaa^EX'- 
ample ground^ on thi^ Maxim delivered in your 
Eable,^ and by this innocent Deceit, youhaxtihofim^ 
vts th^^tltrtiih ih^y fomctimcsiiftfllol» the Advice^ 
given her by Prudence. The Qriginml dftheothi^^ 
Eoem I haye- feen, and I- remember fdni it- a, 
Gentleman on the Publication tof an Epitaph oa- 
2i Greyhound^ written, as I iiaito iicard, by thi Au- 
thor of the Englifi) PerJiatLlkOisxij whick Epitaph, 
or lam much miftaken^ is > conceived i|i Tcrms^^ 
creamly natural and eleginb - ' .. 

What you fay in that ^ipiffie'of yours^; as. to 
allegoric Poetry, fuits perfeftly with myiiSenti- 
ments on that Subjedb;. -Some' Objedkions have 
been made, and I think wJch^Rcafon, to Sfmcer*$ 
Fairy ^een ; but Motheci flii#mf s Tale is ju- 
dicioufly written, fo that I think it hard to : fay . 
-v/hether the Flow of Fancy ivifible therein, or. the 
B^^uty of its Moral, ought, mofb to be admiT'd^ . 
You are like wife right, (as indeed you generally 
ape) in aflerting that our ancient Poets delightei 
much in this Manner of Teaching. The Phyri 
filHifci I mentioned, hath by ham a Colte6tionv 
iiS^anufcript and in Print, of feveral fcarcC' 
PteJ^ln this Tafte. When you come to. ourjHotife 
I llifr procure you a Sight of them.. But aftdr Mi^ 
1 4?>'uDt whether the oriental Bocts do not jexcel im. 
this "Way ^ which I attribute to their having prac-^ 
tilW it more. To Ihowiyou howmoch I, ram 
pjhtk*a With this Kind of Commerce, I fend you 
a Hf^^'f^dhh communicated to me by an. ingenious 
Min yilie i^ a gr^at Admirer of thefe Poets, and 
wfeU vers*d% their Performances^ and let mc re- 
mark to you* what pleafes me in this Poem, is, it^ 
Quickiidfei' Which *ypu will forgive me if. I. lay 
X do nofrobff^ve in cn^ny^ of I.^ ikfc//^'s JLyrick; . 

Odes. 
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Odes. They arc pretty, they are'»ptikfihe,»;'lrf«y 
jire jiolite, but generally fpeaking, ' tnt^ w5aifit'Sa1t. 
In this refpeft, I prefer Gi?ys, whidh are^ w^hf^- 
fully wcllfeafon'd, thoi^hfrom thcrrllelifti, ITtrf- 
pe6t his Friend JP^^^y had fonfie Share In ftVving 
them up. That great M^n is tK)t conteht %it?h 
being himfelf the beft of Poets, but v^quld M^ • 
take the Pains to make all his Friends goAd one#; 
and yet this Ornament of Verfe and Martkihd 
has hadfalfe Friends, as well as implacable Ene- 
mies, meerly from the Tranfcendency of his Ci^- 
nius. What a Piroof of the Meannefs and Mali^ 
nancy of degenerated Science ! 

Ever fmce I received your firft Letter, in rela- 
tion to my Scheme, I have been doing, what lay 
in my Power to colled: proper Materials for my. 
Share therein. With this View 1 have taken Tome 
Pains in gathering all the Tranflatiohs from the 
^LatmPotts that I could meet with, both old and 
iiew J and fo great is the Pleafure I takq in com- 
paring thefe, that I am fometime^ alone in my 
Study two or three Hours, when I think I have 
not been there a Quarter ; and it is certainly a Sigh 
that a Man is employed to his liking, whtn Time 
runs away unperceivfed. Ambngftjhefe Tranf- 
lations I have met with one tiiade from Virgil^ by 
Gawin Douglafsy Biftiop di ^BunkelL 'What you 
fay in your Letter to Phibn^ of thfe Ever-gi-een^ 
put. me upon reading, tfi5ugh I confefs to you 
with fome Difficulty, this Tranflation ; but' it is 
fcarce poffible for me to expijsfs my Surprize, 
vhen after a ftiort Acquaintance with this Au- 
thor, I.difcbveredthat he-Was by far the ableft 
Tranflator ever attempted the Works of this 
Prince of the Latin Poets. His Tranflation, in 
my' Judgment,^ has all the Advantages a Tranf- 
lation can have^ it is clofe, concife, and compa- 
rable 



«l)lein ici Beauties, to the OriginaL In (hort I kno\^ 
jnothing equal to it, unlefs it be Chapman^ Hornet i 
which, take it altogether, is a wonderful Book} 
but then its Excellency lies in the Author's .Genius, 
^ and not in the Tranilation; whereas the Bifhop of 
DmAeU^ Ihows ^mfelf to have been a great Man, 
by (bowing him a great, that is, an exaft Tranfla- 
•dr. To this Care of collefting Engtijh Tranflati- 
€OS I have added another Labour, that of methodize 
ing the large Colledion I have of modern Poets, in 
the learned Languages, that if it be really in my 
Power, I may give you and your Friends the. 
Satisfadtion you feem to defire on this Head. 
While I am writing, I call to Mind fome little 
Pieces that Ltranfcrib'd from a Manufcript ^t 
Paris. I copy and enciofc them for your Ufc, and 
in order to m^ke you fome amends for fo dry a 
Letter, when you have Leifure enough ta think of 
writing me an Anfwer, or rather arc in i Hu-* 
mour good enough to believe that fuch an indi- 
gefted Epiftle deferves one, be pleafed to add 
fome Specimens of your AfFedtion for the Mufes^ 
which you may be fure will be very acceptable to 
me in this Retirement. The Servant who de- 
livers this, has Orders to go into Cambridge/hire^ 
where, amongft other Commiffions, he will execute 
one at the Houfe of our Friend Tbeodorus. He 
will call upon you in his Way back for your Com- 
mands, and if the Anfwer be ready, it will extream-^ 
ly oblige 

Taurfincere Friendy 

dud faithful humhk Servant 4 

CELADON. 

The 
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The FALCON, and the Farmer'i HEN. 
An Indian TALE. 

THR O* Pride of Hearty or private Grudge^ 
We oft amifs of Others judge ; 
Not ahv^sftands another^ s Cafe^ 
As oters'OfouldJianding in his Place^ 
He therefore who wotddfee Things rights 
Muft view them well in every Light. 
As Vihv AY fagej thro* Indi a fam^d.- 
And even by us^ with Re^rence nan!dy 
Taught in this Story fit for Youths 
A Tale in form^ in faS a Truth. 

A Falcon, hy a Farmer kept^ 
As one I^ thro* his Tard hefiept^ 
At a poor Hen began to fcouly 
And caird her bafe ungratefnl Fowl. 
Ungrateful, faidtheliEi^j — andwiy^ 
What A£i of that low Kind do I? 
Many, the Falcon quick replied, 
Norpafs they Partlet unefpied. 
Much fure you unto Mankind owe. 
Who all that you can afk bejiow ; ] 
Whatever you eat, *tis they provide, 
And for your Eafe at Night befide, 
A Rooft they give, in which ym fleep. 
And Locks and Bolts in Safety keep. 
From ravening Kite, fell Bird of Prey, 
Or Fox that prouls at' Break o* Day. 
Yet, if they but extend their Hands, 
You fly averfe to their Commands^ 

For* 
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Forget thefe Benefit Sy and run 
Thro'' Wilds and Brakes^ your Friends tojhuri. 
NotfO't, altW by Nature wild^ 
. Bo I behavey— budever mUid^ 
Obedient to their Arms I prefsj 
Receive with Pride each kind Carefs^ 
Feed from their Hands^ nor fear if the^^ 
Orflroke my Tail^ or with me^lay. 
True^ crfd /^^ Hen ; hut know you why^ 
Though you are fafcy loughttofly. 
No Falcon Friend you've feen asyety 
Sit neatly trufs'd upon a Spity 
Roajl^ boiVd or broil' d^ as each likes ffefi^ 
TheWhite legged Pullet's daily injl. 
Call you ungrateful my Retreat ^ 
From thofe who feed me but to eat ? 

PODAGER MEROBI%US. 

TEntatum podagra fenem Vacerram, 
Nee vini tamen abftinentiorem, 
Vifens Archigenes: 4"^^ce, dixit 
Cado parcere., fi fapis, memento j 
Fons eft ille tuae iinicus podagrse, 
Audivit placide ftnex monentem ; 
Et grates, fpccie prohantis, egit. 
Verum poft aliquos dies reverius 
Ad aegrum medleys, fcyphos uc ilium, 
Vertentem reperit ineraeiores, 
Ehoquid faeis? inquit. At Vaeerra: 
Fontem ficco mese, ut yides, podagrsc. 



A new 
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A new Regimen in the Gout. By Mr. De la 

MONNOYE. 

■ ( ' <. 

OLD Slyboots, iy the Oout attack* d^ 
His Pace in Drinking never flacked. 
My Friend^ the DoSIor cries ^ beware j 
7ake my Advice^ — the HogJbeadfpare\ 
7hafs your Gout* s Source j and that alone, 
OW Slyboots, to Jhe Bottle prone^ 
Heard with a Smile^ where lay the Blame. 
Sornef0wj)ayso*er^ the DoSor came^ i 

And feeing Bowls which Dregs befmear^ 
Heyday^ cried: he ! what Doings here ? 

Doings! quM Slyboots, thus I drain] 

That J which you call* d the Source of Pain. . 



LETTER VIII. 

LEANDER to P H A O N. 

♦ 

I AM* glad of this Opportunity of entreating 
you to make my Excufes to Celadon^ for my 
not fending him another Letter this Month. We 
have had a melancholly Accident here, which has 
thrown our little Family into the utmoft Confu- 
fion. You know the State in which my Brother- 
in-law was, and in which he has continued for 
feveral Years. The laft Time Theodorus was at 
my Father's, the gpod Woman his Wife w^s 
prevailed upon to carry her Son to Cambridge, to 
a famous Quack, who, on feeing the Lad, and con^ 
fideriilg the Account given of him^ boldly under- 
^ X took 
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took his Cure. He direfted that he (hould. be 
flrft purged, then^vprnitcd, arid after three Days 
refpite, take every Morning a Powder and a 
Draught. Thefe accordingly the Boy us'd for a- 
bout a Fortnight, not Without fome. Appeiaranoe 
of Amendment i for whereas he was lut^eft to 
a Thicknefs. of Hearing, efpecially in cloudy Wea- 
ther, he now became perfeftly free froni that 
Malady, and fpokc more rationally, in conlcquence 
tof his hearing freely. But two Days after my ]aft 
coming hither, he grew worfe than .before, and 
at lafl funk into a kind of Lethamy, out of 
which, jyhencver he is reliev'd by tne Applica- 
tion of Medicines, he falls into Cpnvulfions. It 
is impoflible for me to tell you,%ow much his 
Mi^ortune bSc&s us alh His Father remains the 
greateft Part of the Day in his Study, as I appre- 
hend at Prayers. His Wife never ftirsforomher 
Son*s Bedfide, and I am more there than any 
where elfe. When he is free frOm^ Convulfions, 
which is feldom above an Hour at a Tim^ he 
has certainly more Senfe than hitherto ; but as he 
grows weaker and weaker every Day, the Doftors 
fcem to be of Opinion he will not laft long. Infuch 
a Situation, it cannot befuppos'd that I can apply 
my Thoughts to the Subjefts I havclatcly confidcr'd 5 
iand, which is ftill worfe, I find I am incapable of 
recolle6ting myfelf fufficiently, even to excufe this 
Delay to my Friend. This is the Reafc^ why I 
Would employ your Pen, having returnM nothing 
more than a verbal Compliipent, by his Servant, 
who brought me a Catalogue of Hear two hundred 
Books, which were it fcen)3 Duplicates in C^Azi^'s 
Library, and of which he has. been fo kind as to 
fend to my Houfe. This Gentleman fure intends 
to overwhelm me with Benefits 2 before I have 

Time 
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Tinne to contemplate one Aft of his Bounty^ 
Ijie amazes me by another. My Gratitude i^ all 
that I can pay, and my npt continuing my Letters 
may give a juft Ground of Sufpicion that I fliall 
prove defedivc even in that. It is this, dear 
Friend, that I rely Qjp you to remove, and J pawn 
all my Credit with you/ fliat as foon as this Mif- 
fortune is fome Way over,* I will readily and verjr 
chearfully return to my Labours. 

Before his Son fell ill, my Father had let a- 
bout his Share pf our Talk, and, on f^ufing what 
he has written, I ^m become in a Maimer alhamed 
of my own, and more efpecially afhamed of be- 
ing unacquainted with fome Writers on whom he 
has beftowed the Commendations they deferved^^ 
particularly the Reverend Mr. J^orrisy of Be- 
merton^ whofe Writings I never met with till 
now. His Sentiments I confefs are ftrong, and hi$ 
Language out of t^e common Road j but for all 
that, there is a great deal of Sweetnefs and Soft- 
nefs in his Poetry. In our prefent melancholy 
SflCwation, he is almoft my fole Authof . Indeed 
I do now and then dip into the Works of the 
Archbifhop of Catnirayy and a little Volume of 
Mr. Pafcal ; but I own, without being much in- 
Jlru(5ted, becaufe I want the Attention neceflary, 
thoroughly to underftand thofe deep Authors. J 
have likewife rencwe4 my Acquaintance with 
BottiuSj with whom, though I am mighty well 
pleafed, yet I cannot help thinking that another 
Work in the fame Way would pleafe the World 
better than any new Tranflation of this ; which 
however, confidering the Errors of the laft, a 
Man at his leifure might be encouraged to at- 
tempt. I am inclined to this Opinks4 from a Pro- 
penfity I find in myfdf to write fomevyhat like 
X 2 it. 
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It. When I wake in- the Night, I am hindrcd 
by a Croud of Ideas from falUng afleep again. I 
accuftom myfelf to lay hold of fome Thought or 
other, and purfue it as far as I can, which fort of 
Exercife has generally the defired EfFed, for it fo 
ivearies my Uhdcrftanding, that at length I fall 
fall afleep, and ufually wMce no more till Morn- 
ipg. I have formerly try'd rifing and reading 
withlefs Succefs. I was always a little reftlefs, 
and I believe fo are moft People, who read mu(^ 
and are veifptobcr. I remember I once faid fo'm 
my Father-in-law, who gave me the following 
^eafon, which pleafed me, and which I fancy win 
not appear very abfUrd to you. He obferv'd, that 
the animal Spirits, or at leaft, if there be different 
kinds, a peculiar Sort of them, are employed by the 
Soul in the Aft of thinking, which fort he fuppofes 
lo be nioft copioufly furniflied, when a Man ufe# 
a temperate or fparing Diet, whereas full eat** 
ingfufnilhes another Kind of Spirits fit for corpo- 
ral Exercife or Labour. By the fame Method he 
accounts for that known Truth, that thinking Pim- 
ple dream moft, for thefe finer Spirits being fepa- 
rated in the Sleep, feem to folicit Employment 
from the Soul ; and if you do not retain a perfeft 
Remembrance of the Errands on .which they 
were fent, it is becaufe the Organs are then indif- 
pos^d, and lefs fit to receive Impreffions, than 
when we are awake. I cannot tell whether I exprefs 
myfelf clearly or not, but I am Very fenfible, that 
when I heard the old Gentleman on this Subjeft^ 
what hed6liver*d feem'd both plain and fatisfaftory. 
I Ihould be glad to know how far you j0f(^ what 
I have repeatecito you may be thought fo/^ • 

My Mother interrupted me juft now, to tell me 
that her Son's Convulfions left him laft Nig^i but . 

'' that 
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that the lower Part of Im right Side is quite dead; 
whence fhe and the Nunc conceived, that he would 
not laft beyond this Day. But the Doftor cQmiM|, 
in, declared liimfelf of a, quite contrary Opinion; 
he fays that the Palfy will probably fave his Life, 
or to fpeak with greater Propriety, proip^ his 
Death fome Years, This appears the more pr^ 
bable, becaufe he has eat a hearty B^eakfaft, 
aks more fenlllithan ever, and looks. much 
n the Fade: Oh! Phaon^ how wonder- ^ 
Ily.are we made? Difeafes frequently endanger 
Life, and yet in fome Cafes they preferve it! 
Hitherto this Boy has had Health, without Senfes 5 
henceforward he is like to have Senfe, without 
Health. But who knows that? This ,Palfjr 
came .in ^ Night. Ought we thence to infer that 
If muft ftay for ever ? I fee no Caufe for this. The- 
edorus ijs more chesrful than he lips hitherto been . 
during his Son's Illnefs. He pray'd by him juft 
now with a Fervour which, though I fliall.aiways 
remember, I ftiall never be able to dffcribe. When 
he perceiv'd the Lad attentive, Tears of Joy 
ftood in his Eyes, and when he heard hirti fpeak 
rationally, he was fcarce able to contain himfelf. 
But why do I trouble you with thefe Things ? 
or rather why do I make this Apology ? I am 
fpeaking of what relates to human Nature, and he 
who is a Man muft be fome way afFeded with 
what I fay. You are too fenfible liot to know 
this ; you have too much good Nature not to feel 
it. Inftead therefore of excufing the Incorreft- 
nefs of this Letter, I appeal to it as a fufficient 
Motive to incline you to make an Apology for 
me to Celadon. I fijjppofe it capinot now be long 
before^ Ihall be certain whether his Mother's or 
hU Dear's Conjefture will be verify'd, by. my 
X 3 Brother's 
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Brothdf's Fate. You t|g)r therefore Venture to 

ipromife ftr mc, that I will not be flow ^n refum- 

fjjhg my poetical DifTertatlpns, provided always 

they arc thought worth refuming, %,M that my 

Friends arc not already tired with the F^ruits of 'my 

untitlMked Reading. Adieu ! commend me to all 

#iy Acquaintance ; pay my Compliments pffi*ticu- 

larlyto Eliza^ anddo me d|B Juftice to bqlievt 

that no Fortune, no Accidd|fP whether good ifr 

bad, will ever alter the Sincerity with wMiqB 

am ^^ 

[JTour true P^endy 
V* Jnd devoted bumble Servant^ 

LEANDftt. 



LETTER IX. 
PHAON to CELADON. 

TH O* the Inclofed might in feme Meafurc 
pafs for a fufficient Apology, yet I will 
begin this* Letter with alking your Pardon for 
detaining your Servant. He brought me Leander'% 
Epiftle in the Afternoon, and though I had no- 
thing to do but to tranfcribe the remaining Part 
of this, yet I found myfelf too melancholy, or 
too much out of Order, to fet about it. You fee, 
my Friend, that all human Schemes Jpl liable 
to Difappointments. But after all, there^^ been a 

good 
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good deal dose this Summer, and I think you cari 
have no great Reafon to confiplain. TMkfore 1 
am of Opinion j that if we adjourh tH|r?rbfccution 
of this Defign, till fuch Time as you nQjit vifit the 
Country, it will notbe amifs. We (hall all of us 
then have moreTimfc to -confider anddigeftour Ma- 
terials ; for r think L^^^i^'s Specimens atie mig|hty 
plam Proofs, that the Hiftory of Poetry is a 
Thing not to be ^ritten in a Hurry* Hfe came 
in a Manner prepared to the Tafk, and. yet . 
what he wrote coft him a great deal of Pains v for 
my Part, I am glad of this Opportunity of pro* 
pofing fo feafonable a Meiifurie, and I niake no 
doubt you will frome into it. The Point with \is 
is not fo much the- immediate, as the happy Exe- 
cution of your Pfan ; and therefore let us not 
hurry, Ifcft we (hould fpdil it. 

There are certain Circumftances in Leandtr^^ 
Letter whiqh are vefy afFedting. I admire, in 
this young Man, a philofophic joined with a ten^ 
der Difpofition. Books harden fofne Men to 
fuch a Degree, that they miftake Inhumanity fpr 
Steadinefs of Mind, and fancy that Want of Gom- 
paflion is the Effe£t of Greatnefs of Soul. Le-* 
ander is of qqite another Turn of Mind ; he has . 
made a right ufe of Reading, and has improved 
his Head without hardening his Heart. A Pedant, 
inftead of being touched with this Accident that 
has happened to hisBrother-in-law, would have treat- 
ed even the Concern of his Parents, with Con^ 
tempt, and have try'd (which is but too common'* 
ly done) to have Ihaken the Credit of Virtues 
he wanted the Generofity to imitate. But our 
Friend writes in anotlrer Stile, and in following 
the Diftates of his Heart, difplays at once a great 
deal of good %rife,, and not lefs of good Na- 

X 4 ^ tur?. 
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turc. He thought juftly of me when he fupposM 
that i|r^n of Writing would not leflcn him ia 
my Opinfc^ So far from it, that though I had 
bcfope a» great Kindnefsfor him, yet my Efteem 
has rifen confiderably fince, and I Ihall always look 
on Leander^ for the future, not only as one from 
whom much may be cxpcfted, but on whom his 
Friends may fafely rely. 

In *rder to return a diftindt Anfwer to each of 
your Demands, I Aall take them in the Courfe in 
which you have placed them in your Epiftle. I 
knew the 6*^^^ Grammar was written by a Lady, 
and I read a very inftruftive Preface before it, 
when I was with Leafider in Cambridge/hire ; but 
farther than this I can fay nothing. Our Friend 
LeanderWiW be the proper Man to give you the 
Hiftory of this learned Gentlewoman ; or if you 
are very impatient, no doubt you may be inform'd 
by your Lady's Phyfician; I concur with you 
cxa<aiy as to the Danifi) Poetry ; I like the Spirit 
of both the Odes, but I do not think them any 
way comparable to that excellent Saxon Poem he 
gave us on the. City of Durham^ or the Britifi> 
Poem on the Fight 2X Badon-Hill \ but that is 
none of his Fault i he puts it in our Power to 
judge of the Difference between them, thoV he 
does not make it. But notwithftanding all this, I 
Ihould methinks be glad to fee even a Colledifen 
of thefe 'Danijh Poems: they would ferve to illu- 
ftrate our Hiftory, and the Hiftory of this Sci- 
ience. I approve likewife of your Additions to 
hi^ Remarks on this Head, apd I beg Leave to 
join to them one of mine. Time and Reading, 
inftead of prcjudicing,.exalt the Reverence we owe 
to Shakefpeare^ one of the greateft Poets this Jfland 
ever produced : his Hamkt hatl^een commcndl- 

cd 



The Rational Amusement. 313 

cd by almoft every Writer who has confidered it, 
except Mr. Rymer^ who feems to have had none 
but a Critic's Paflions, Anger and Envy, His 
Hamlet J I fay, appears to me in a new Light fince 
my reading Lf^W^r's Letter; becaufe the Spirit 
which appears in that excellent Tragedy is evident- 
ly a Danijh Spirit, that is, fuch a one as it ought 
to be; for to reprdfent all Nations with like Man- 
ners is a Fault, too common even with fome 
of the greateft Poets, efpecially fome of the French 
Writers of Tragedy, who if their Adtors did not 
wear long Robes and Turbans, the Heroes 
would be taken for, meer Parifmns^ tho* the 
Scene be laid in Perjia or in Turkey. Dry den 
himfelf, tho* a great Critic as well as a Poet of 
tlie firft Rate, fell frequently into this Error. 
His MoorSj in the Tragedy of Don Sehjtian, talk 
fometimes like Heathens, fometimes like Chrif- 
tiansj but hardly ever a^ they fliould do. It is a 
juft Maxim, that a good Poet ought to be a ge- 
neral Scholar ; and tho* forty Years ago, it was 
a common Opinion, that Shake/pear was no Scho- 
lar at all, but fung like a Nightingale by Inftmft, 
yet I find thofe who have read him more, and 
' underftood him better, agree, that he was a very 

freat Scholar, or which is to me the fame Thing, 
ad a very extenfive Knowledge both in Hiftory 
arid in the Arts. I own to you, that this Difco- 
very pleafed me exceedingly. I have a high Ve- 
neration for this Poet, and fo I think muft every 
Man wh6 reads him with true Tafte, and a com- 
petent Fund of Learning. 

I could not help fmiling at what you were" 
pleafed to fay of the little Fable I fent Leander^ 
you certainly haye guefled very near the Truth, 
which is this \ the Ground of the Fable is origi- 
nally 
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nally French \ but I have taken the Liberty to cx- 
prefs it as I thought fit in Engli/h^ and have add- 
ed the Comph'ment to Cardinal Fleury^ from Con- 
vidUon of Heart. I will not tell you, becaufc 
you muft know it already, that he is the firft Po- 
litician in Europe 5 but this I will venture to fay, 
that there does not breathe in it a more candid 
Man, I will give you an Inftance of this : a little 
after the King of Spain refigned his Crown to his 
Son Don IxwiSy a certain Abbe^ who pretended 
to have a great Interefl at that Court, was fent 
thither on a particular Affair. While he was at 
Madrid he fancy'd fome ill OfHccs were done him 
at his own Court 5 upqn which he wrote the Car- 
dinal a very warm Letter, who in Anfwer there- 
to aflfured him, that the King had never once 
heard of any of the Things he mentioned, add- 
ing at the Clofe, '* do you your Duty, and you may 
** be fure of a Reward; mind the King's Bufinefs, 
^* and think of me jufl what you pleafe.'* This 
[Abbe retired into Holland^ and in high Difcontent 
publilhM an Account of his own and the Cardi- 
iiai's Conduft, which did that Minifter the great- 
eft Honour, byfhowinghim a Perfon incapable, 
of Diffimulation, or of Envy ; one wholly con- 
xern'd for his Mafter's Service, and for his Na- 
tion's Glory, The other Tranflation is pretty ex- 
a&, and therefore I fliall fay no more of itr 

I have been lately putting my Books in order, 
which affords me a Capacity of yielding you Obe- 
dience in two Refpefts: Firft, by fending you- 
fome Tranflations not very common, which came 
lito my Hands by purchafing a deceafed Clergy- 
man's Books in my Neighbourhood \ and next, 
by tranfmitting two or three little Things, which 
perhaps would not offend you, if they were a 

Stranger's, 
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Stranger'5, andconfcquently m^ pleafe you, coming 
from toe, I hdvc nothing to^da, but that I am 
of late become a great Reader of Englifb Hi- 
ftory, for Reafons i^hich I will endeavour to give 
you in another Letter, as defiring to enjoy no 
Pleafure in which I would not a^rd you Part, 
Florimmi^ I hear is very bufy, writing and tend- 
ing his Bees ; they thrive wonderfuWy, and the 
Gentleman who laugh'd fo heartily at nis Projedt, 
when he firft fet it on foot, may run the hazard 
of being laugh'd at in his Turn, for with the 
World you know, Succefs is the foreft Proof of 
Wifdom, All. here feJute all with you, as doth 
with great Sincerity, 

Tour Friend and ServatHy 

P H A O N. 

From the Italian^ by a La dy* 

WHEN Mm againft fair Reafon^sLa^s offends 
Tefay to Error human Judgments tend* 
"Thus as a Man to Men th^ Excufe is goodj 
Why then for Women urg^d is it witbjiood? 
If G'allat^try isfcarce in Man a Sin^ 
Why for a FemaWs Slip fuch mighty Din? 
Own then as Men you are to Jujiice blinds 
Or cwn us WomeHy of fuperior Kind. 
Angels not more in Perfonthan in Seuly 
And artrfd with Power our Paffions to controuL 
Shining like them with an unfulUed Lights 
And more from Virtue^ than from Beauty bright. 

S T A N.^ 
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STANZAS addreflid to his Son. 
By Maynard. 

HQWg^yfo^erfome Bards appear^ 
Yet wretched is a Poefs States 
Tie Love of Rhyme my Son forbear ^ 
Nor your poor Father* s Woes forget. 

In Time he wife^ — The Bar frequent^ 
Study to raife thereat a Name^ 
I Na_ Lawyer y tf be*s eloquent y 

But gains a Fortune with his Vamf. 

The Law then eagerly emlrace^ 

j^ert thou injured Innocence ; 
Sojhalt thou have both Pay and'Praife^ 

In Honour livcj and Opulence. 

Buty ah! thou wilt not happy be^ 
Regardlefs of thy Father's Calf y 

The Palace has thy Heart Ifee^ 
And thy Averfton is the Hall. 

Alas f thy Vanity I moumy 

Wh$ all thy Learning j all thy Parts% 
Toferve a Court defires to turn^ 

A Strutter to its fervile Art. 

Thofe Palaces whichiyou admire. 

However bright, however Irave, 
AfiAir of Infolence refpircj 
Agreeing only with a Slavei 



In 
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In tbefe the Great who took fi bigb^ 

Sleep rejikfsftill^ andinfecure^ 
AMfucb as them for Places pjy^ 

Endlefi ExpeStancies endur^ 

In tbefij Men oft are paid wttb Air^ 

In tbefey the Wife out-witted be^ 
iTbeir Injides fouU their Outjides fair. 

More Masks than Faces there we fee. 

My Sony too often Royal Thoughts^ 

But little have of Royalty ; 
Virtues more frequently than Faults^ 
Are ObjeHs of their Cruelty. , 

Happy the Man who lives obfcure, 
Who nothing fees with Fear or Wonder^ 

Safe in iis Cottage pleas' d andpoory 
Below, the Reach of Princes Thunder. 

Young Man info unfafe a Way, 

Tou may a Parents Call allow ; 
A Courtier till my Hairs were grey^ 
By Reafon ruPd — a permit nowl 

An 0P£> in Imitation of the Spanijh Poet Lopez 

DE VEOAir 

I. 

IFanyaJknejf Mufe*s Name^ 
I with Devotion due proclaim ; 
*27j Peace of Mind— from Trouble free^ ^ 

IJlng as Birds from Tree to Tree^ > 

Jsfiveetly and as merrily. 3 

II. Hencif 
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Hence ^ inean Ambition^ I40>ir0 |^ 

^0 rife on this Side Heaven no higher^ 
Hence ev^ry foMd Thought of Gain^ 
Unpinch^d by Want v^hile I remain^ 
All griping Cares / can fifdain. 

III. 

fThis A/hen Cmok^ this humble Celh 
So long as Vexcjhallwith me dwells 



Are ^ the Enfigns of Command^ 
And Treafures too that I denumdy 
• 3*i^ crowd my Stores, or grace my Hand. 



O Peace/ which A^fers never find^ 
Which Fraud or Power can never hini^ 
Which Vi3ors mid^ their Triumphs i»ant. 
For which in vain even Monarchs pant^ 
Which Innocence alone can grant. 



Be thou m^ Patron, thou my Mufcy 
MfyTheme^ the cmlyYheme, I choofcy 
Poffefs*d of thee wellplea/d I Jing^ ^ 

Thou dofl the Wealth of ladies bringy > 

And maVfi w happier thm a Kingi^ ^ 



T9 
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To a Lady greatly admiring jthe ij^ww^ Poetry, 

In the Manner of Alonzo i>£ Ercilla^ 

I. 

SIT HEN I would thy B^^ies painty 
V All the Powers of Verfe are faint y 
* a baplefsj bopelefs Lover^ 
All thy Charms I can dif cover* 
Cbafms are only found in Thee^ 
Charms which *tis unfafe to fee ; 
Charms which might a Hermit bribe^ 
Charms no Language can defcribe. 
Where Words no fit Ideas raife^ 
Biknce bejl e^preffes Praife. 

• * ' n. 

^ut when I explore thy Mind^ 
A new World of Charms Ifind^ 
Ev^ry Virtue^ ev'ry Gractj 
There poffefs their proper Place ; 
When of thefe I think a while^ 
Raptures foon ny Soul beguile. 
For toojirongy too clear a Lights 
Suits not either Senfe or Sight : 
All we can do is to gaze. 
Sweetly lofiin fond Amaze. 

ni. 

FaireftFLAviA^ favorite Maid, 
Let thefe urtlefs Lays perfuade. 

Not 



I 
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Not that I amJkilH in Verfe ; 
Or thy Conquefts can rebearfe. 
But what Tdid long conceal^ 
That thy Beauty's Force I feel \ 
And in mournful Numbers Jighj 
' For thofe Charms by which I die. 
Let them tell! — what would you more, 
That I expire^ and yet adore I * 



The Laureat Pofed. 
From the French, of Mr. Quinault. 

5rT^ 75 not the Play Tm making for the King, 

X Which forceth nie to f cratch andfwear. 
No, for our Monarch when IJing^ ^ 
, The obedient Mufe is always near, 
jilas ! my Plagues are in my Houfe ; 
Five Daughters fair and fear ce a Soufe, 
She very youngeft wants a Spoufe. 



\ 



^Tis true, for them, I fhould provide the Pence, 
Butfeldom are A^lWsSon^s wellftor'd. 

Five Sons inlaw, O Heavens!'— ^what an 

[Expence. 
How ill can U^ttsjuch Things afford ? 
Five Portions to be paid away. 

The Time dramatick in a Day, 

Shield me, ye Gods, fromfuch a Play ! 



THE 
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BOOK V. 



L E T T E R I. 
FLORIMOND to PH AON. 

Chain of unlook'd for Accidents having 
interrupted our poetical Correfpon- 
dence, I look upon it as an A6t of 
Wifdom to lay that Defign afidc for 
a Seafon, till Time and the Courfe 
of Things Ihall remove, as they have brought 
thefe Obftacles. Leanderh Brother-in-law, I find, 
continues ftill in an uncertain Way, and he in 
Decency cannot leave his Father and Mother, 
while they remain in fo unhappy a Situation. 
Lady Sophia^ Indifpofition, which confideriag the 
State (he was in before, cannot but be attended 

Y with 
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with Danger, renders it doubtful whether Celadon 
will have either Leifure or Liking to that fort of 
jCorrefppndence, which we have hitherto carried 
on. Thefe, my Friend^ are fome of thofe inevitable 
Strokes of Fortune to which we muft fubmit, and 
of which therefore we ought not to complain y 
but while Heaven continues to us Health aAd 
Tranquility, let us gratefully employ thefe Blef- 
fings in improving our Minds* This I take to 
be the rational Sacrifice of Beings like us, and 
that which will never ceafe to be well pleafing to 
the Author of our Faculties, and of our Exiftence, 
according to the Arabian Proverb, "That no In- 
cenfe hath fo fragrant an Odour as that which rifes I 
from good Works. ^ I 

Such an Introduftion as this to a Man of your 
Temper, might have been eafily fpared ; becaufe 
1 am thoroughly perfuaded, that merely out of 
Refpeft to a Friend, you would have undertaken 
what I am going to propofe to you ; tho' it had 
not been, as I perfuade myfelf it will be, much 
in your own Tafte, and what you will execute 
with Pleafure ; nay, on reading your laft Letter 
to Celadon over again, I am inclined to fancy, 
that if I had waited a little longer, you would ! 
have offered fomething of the fame kind to me. 
But be that as it will, when you have read, and 
confidered what I (hall lay before you, you will aft 
as you think proper ; that is to fay, you wilt tell 
me whether yqur Leifure will permit fuch an In- 
tercourfe as I defire, or whether Bufinefs, or fbme 
better Plan of Amufement, inclines you to think 
it inconvenient ; in which cafe I fhall come over 
to any Alternative you^mayjugde expedient, for 
I know that you like Idlenefs as little, if not iefs, 
than I do. 

la 
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In the Beginning of this Summer, a Gentle- • 
man who came to vifit Leander^ and who had^ 
been his School-fellow, enterM into a Difcoiirfc 
ivith me on the Merit of Hiftorians, in which he 
•Was pleafed to maintain what I then thought a 
Paradox, viz. 1 hat our ancient Hiftorians were 
preferable to the Moderns j this put me upon ex- 
amining into the true State of the Controverfy^ 
in confequence of which I am gone clearly over tci 
his Opinion ; neither can I help believing, thatifthfe 
beft of our old Writers were tranflkted carefully 
into EngUJhy the Matter would for the future be put 
beyond any Difpute. For certainly that is the 
beft Method of writing Hiftory, which renders 
Hiftory moft ufeful.. We ought not to read 
Books merely for Amufement, dr purely to crowd 
our Memories ; the firll is childifh, and the latter 
pedantick. We read to fupply our Want of Ex- 
perience ; and as the wifeft Men haVe agreed, of all 
kinds of Reading, that of Hiftory anfwers the 
End beft, it follows, that the better tHe Hi-* 
ftories are we read, the fooner and more eftedlualljf 
Our Work will be done. 

But I would be glad to know. How thefe Endi 
of Inftruftion are anfwered by the modern Man- 
ner of Writing. What fignifies it to me when 
a Battle \vas fought, or when fuch a Parliament 
fat, if I know nothing mare of the Matter ; or 
what Impfovertients can I make from the Hifto- 
ties of Europe lately written frbm thdfc authen- 
tick Memoirs the Gazettes ? If we cdnfider thd 
Merit of Livy^ Salluji^ Tacitusi ot any other Hi- 
ftorian in univerfal Efteem,^ we (hall find that 
this Merit confifts in making Hiftory inftrudive, 
not in a. bare jejune Relation of Fafts. I do not 
Y 2 howevcn^ 



324 The Rational AmusemeiJt.' 

howevef deny, that Anaals and fuch like Rekr 
tions carefully drawn up, may haye their Ufcs, 
'for I know they have many, and thofe very 
important ; all I fay is, they do not anfwer the 
great End of Hiftory, by conveying Expe- 
rience. This is the Reafon why Men of Parts ad- 
didl thcmfelves ftill to the Greek and Roman Hi- 
ftories^, and negledfc Englifh^ which they will al- 
ways do till we have fome Authors who fet about 
the rcftifying this Error, and introducing a pro- 
per Method and Style in Hiftory. 

Now, tho' I am far from imagining that it is in 
my Power to do much in this Way, yet I could 
not help defiring to make fome Experiment as to 
our ancient Hiftory, how far it might be improved 
by rendering it more ufeful and more plealant to 
the Reader, and not fufFering ourfelves to be kd 
Captive, either by the Creditor the Arguments 
of certain^pruce Critics, who are for burying in 
Oblivion the Deeds of their Anceftors, It is 
.amazing to me, that fo great a Man as Sir WU- 
limn Tcfnple^ and one who knew fo well how to 
afford Hiftory its moft graceful Ornaments, came 
to entertain fo ftrange a Notion, as that there was 
liccle worth enquiring after earlier than the Nxir- 
man Conqueft ; but I perfuade niyfelf that it was 
from the Cotifideration of our Englijh Writers that 
he ventured to advance this j for had he taken 
Pains to have made himfelf throughly Mafter of 
our ancient Hiftory, he would furely have thought 
quite otherwife ; becaufe I know of no Charms in 
cither the Geeek or Roman Authors, which might 
not appear in a juft and genuine Detail of the 
A6i:ions of our Anceftors. But if, with a View to 
dwell longer on late Affairs, we huddle up, as moft 

of 
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oT our general Hiftoria» hz^e done, whatever 
paffed before a certain reriod of Time, there is 
jio doubc to be made, but that we may pretend-^. 
Obfcurity by way of Excufe, and have perhaps 
*a fair Chinee of preventing Pofterity fc-om ever 
reftifying fo gpofs an Error. : , 

The digefting Events into aneafy and natural^. 
Order, cloathing them in proper Language and 
enlivening them wiiifci^ieceffary Defcripcions, and 
vifeM^ timed Obfervations, is fofar from prejudicing 
Truth, that in Reality it both clears and recom- 
mends it. How many People, who would other- 
wife never have known any Thing of the Matter, 
owe a competent Underftanding of that curious 
Part of the Roman Hiftory, to VertotS Revoluti- 
ons ? What Multitudes were charni'd with Vol-- 
t/^eh Hiftory of Charles XIL of Sweden, and I 
could ftill name a later Inft^nce, th» Memoirs of . 
a' certain Sfanijb Prime Minifter -, yet in all thefe 
It is the Method which pleafes, at leaft as much 
as tlie Matter. Curiofity is infeparablci^rom human 
Nature, and there is nothing that delights Men fo 
much as penetrating into the Secret? of Princes, 
an* the private Affairs of great Men ; neither is 
this Curiofity altogether fo criminal as fome may 
imagine ; for if we read for Inftruftion, thefe are 
the Parts of, Hiftory in which we muft find it. 
There are few of us have any Profpeit of becom- 
ing Statefmen or Generals, and yet our private 
Affairs differ little from thofe of Men with high 
Titles-, confequently, a Knowledge of their Ma- 
nagement in thefe Things, may prove ufeful as 
well as entertaining : I mention this only as an 
Inftance in one Point, L might go on to infift on 
many QriHrs, but I haften to a Clofe. 

Y 3 I' 
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It i^ impoffible,^in a Qourfc of Reading, but 
that different Men fhpufi bp ftruck by different 
.pbjeds, one admiring what another pafles over 3; 
*and others remarking what efcaped the firft. 
If therefore, amopgft Men of Parts and Learning, 
ibme would addift themfelves to a npw modelling 
fuch Parts of our Hiftory as affed them ipoft i 
we might hope to fee many Productions little in- 
ferior to Sallujl or Pluti^rch^ W^^ '^^^ ^^ goodi as 
Vertof% or Volt air eh: 1 know that for foi^ 
Months you have turn'd your 1 hpughts in a 
manner this Way, at Jeaft yoy have read Englijh 
Hiftory afliduoufly. Let us fee the Fruits of it \ 
Jet us know who is your Heroe ; let us hear why 
he is fo; and let us be inftruded from your Ob- 
fervations, how to eftimate the Worth of our An- 
ceftons, and to exprefs our Value for Thep, bo|ti^ 
by our Efteen\,and Imitation. 

That I may provoke you to a Compliance with 
xny Requeft, I have ventured to fend you a Speci- 
men of ipy own Labours ; trivial indeed, if yoi^ 
confider the Manner in which I have executed my 
befign, but not altogether worthy of Notice, I 
hope, if you contemplate the Intention of it. Fpr 
if to form juft Notions of Government, Liberty, 
:and true Glory ; if to vindicate the Reputation of 
an illuftriou? Perfon, too little, and tooobfcurely 
known to Pofterity \ if to excite Mankind to the 
iPraftice of Conftancy, Fortitude, and a Con- 
tempt of fenfuai Pleafures, be Recommendations 
to any kind of Writing, then the following Frag- 
ment will not be altogether defpicable! fuch as it is, 
I fubmit it to your Cenfure, and only defire that, as 
pccafipn ferves, you will give me your Thoughts 
pf it freely, and if you approve of my Projed, 
afford me a Model, by fending a Specimen in the 
|ame Way, ' *^ ' " ' ' 



I 
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I will not fwell this Pacquet with an unne- 
ceffary Train of Compliments -, all whoj^ave any 
Connexion with you, merit my Qonctrn ; and 
Che excellent EUza^ all the Regards the beft of 
Women and of Wives can defcrve ; to which, 
«^hat can I add more, but that I am with Zeal 
and jA^ffedlion * ^ 

T^wr Friend and Servant ^ 

FLORIMOND, 



The HISTORY of 

BO A DICE A, 

A BRITISH QUEE^NT, 

THERE cannot be a falfer Step in Policy 
than to treat a whole People with Contempt, 
or to repofe fuch a Confidence in a military 
Strength, as (hall quite extinguifli all Refpeft for 
the Civil Government. This was the Cafe in 
Britain^ under the Reign of Nero ; for the 
Officers of that Prince courting his Favour by 
a Likenefs of Manners, a Deluge of Careleffnefs, 
Cruelty and Corruption overwhelmed the Pro-^ 
vinces of the Roman Empire ; infomuch, that 
the Brave were driven upon Rebellion, ^nd the 
Bafe into Defpair. The People of this Ifland, 
or rather this Part of the Ifland, were never fub- 
jcfted, though they were fubdued hy the Romans^ 
Y 4 ^hat 
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that is to fay, they were treated as Friends and 
Allies, ^d not as Servants, muqh lefs Slaves. 
But when thtjloman Government itfelf degener- 
ated, it was no Wonder, the legal Form of Ruk 
in fo diftant a Province Ihould fufFer ao extraor- 
dinary Chapge. It did fo, and the Confequences 
were fuch as might' naturally have been expeifted, 
a general Revolt, prodigious Slaughter, and an in- 
conceivable Weakning both of the Britijh Power, 
and of the Power of the Romans in Britain. 
In which Tranfaftipni^ there was however one very' 
particular Circumftance, that the Leader in this 
fudden Revolution was a Woman. 

Prafutagus^ King of the Tceni^ was a ErinCf 
very confiderabie in Britain^ as well on Account 
of his perfonal Merit, as of the Situation of his 
Dominions, the Number of his Subjeds, their 
Progrefs in Arts, their Commerce and their 
Wealth. They were the Inhabitants of ^uffolk^ 
Norfolk^ Cambridge/hire^ the IJle of Ely^ and 
County of Jiuntingdon^ and by a long Peace, and 
intimate' Correfpondence with the RomanSy were 
in far better Condition than any of the reft of th^ 
Britons^ either within or without the Roman Pro- 
vince. This King, when he came to die, being 
defirous to fave both his Family, and hisSubjefts 
from any Alteration in their Circumllances, de- 
mifed hisDominions jointly to the Emperor Nef-o^ 
and his own two Daughters, leaving them under the 
Guardianfhip of their Mother, Queen Boc^dicea. 
His Strain of Policy, tho' fair and fine, yet prov- 
ed of little Force ; for under Colour of perform- 
ing the Will, the Romans immediately took Pot 
fefllon of his Dominions, his Treafure, and his 
very Palace. His Kinfmen, as they had juftly 
provoked them to become their Enemies, fo they, 
treated them, as if they had ihown themfelves 

already. 
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^re^ fuch, for they imprifoned them, and feiz- 
ed their Eftates. The Princefles his Daughters 
they deflowered, and when the Queen their M6- 
thpr, who was a Woman of great Spirit, expref- 
fed Part of her Refentment in Words fuited to 
the Injury fhe had received, they forgetting all 
' Refpedt due to her Age, , her Sex, or her Dignity, 
whipped her with Rods. How wanton are Men 
in Power ! and how forgetful of the Arm of Pro- 
vidence, and the Rage of a provoked People! 

This injured Queen of the Iceni^ whofe Name 
is very differently written by the Roman^ Greeks 
and Britijh Authors, for all h^ve mentioned her 
with Honour, was defcended of an antient and 
royal Line, fome think from Cajfibelanus^ who 
pppofed Julius C^efar^ and on Account of her 

treat Wifdom, had been intrufled with a large 
hare of the 'Government, by her Hufband in 
his Life-time. In her Perfon, fhe was extreamly 
graceful, a tall (lately Woman, of a very fair 
Complexion, land her yellow Jlair flowing be- 
hind her in long and large Curls to the very 
middle .of her Back. Her Education had been 
excellent, fuch as gave the highefl: Polifli to na- 
-tural Abilities uncommonly ftrong and lively. 
Her Temper equally fierce and refolute, her Car- 
riage terrible towards her Enemies, moft win- 
ning, mod affeftionate towards her Friends ; nei- 
ther is this Character drawn from thofe who can 
any way be fufpefted of Flattery, but from the 
Memoirs of Men, oppofite to her in Intereft, but 
whom the Love of Truth compelled to do this- 
Jufliice to her Virtues. Such was this Heroine, 
fuch the celebrated £(?(7^/Vf^, who had well nigh 
put an End to the Roman Empire in Britain^ and 
miffed but littl^ of freeing her^ Countrymen from 

the 
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the Yoke of that People, who, after fubduirig a 
great Part of the World, were now themfelves 
fubdued by their Vices. 

So long as her Misfortunes fecmed to admit of 
no Remedy, fhe bore them With Impatience, as 

\ difdaining to conceal the juft Senfe fhe had of her , 
ill Ufage. But when, by due Confideration of the 
State of the Romans^ and the Temper of the 
Britons^ (he grew perfuaded that Redrefs was 
prafticable, Diffimulation became a Drefs fit for 
her to wear ; nor did flie hefitate at any Conduft 
that might render her ufeful to her Country. O! 
that Men would always think like this Woman, 
arfd believe thdt there is nothing juft or unjuft, 
beautiful or ugl^, but as it ftands in relation to the 
common Welfare of Society! No Guards could 
then preferve 'a Tyrant, or fecure a fuccefsful 
Monfter frcim the Hand of a true f^atriot. The 
firft whom Boadicea fifted, as to the Poflibility of 
expelling the Remans^ were certain Chiefs of her 
own Nation, who readily entertained the Motion,' 
and promifed to promote it to the utmoft of their 
Power. Thefe Men kept their Words, they^deP 

• fiminated their Refentments through all their De- 
pendants, and by Degrees a feditious Spirit began 
to fpread amongft the Trinobanfi, who were 
fnore immediately fubjeft to the Romans^ and 
who confcquently wanted not juft Caufes of Com- 
plaint.. But before we proceed to (peak of the 
Confequences of thefe Intrigues, it will be proper 

,to take Notice of the Situation of the Roman 

'Affairs in this Ifland at the Time they were 
carried on. 

The Governor of the Province was Suetonius 
Paulimsj a Man of great Abilities, and of equal 
Jleputation, a good Statefman, but an excellent 

Soldier^ 
6^ 
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Soldier, fevere in his Manners, and extreamly de- 
(irous of maintaining the Glory, and extending 
the Empire of kome. Cato DecianuSy was Pro- 
curator or Receiver General of the Emperor 
^ero^% Reveques, whofe Charkder may be well 
ijmwn in a few Words; he was a fit Minifter for 
fuch a Monarch. Two Years had Suetonius Pau- 
linus governed with great • Reputation, that is, in 
fuch Matters as were in his Power; but as he wa$ 
too much a Man of Honour to be in favour with 
his Mafter, fo to rid himfelf of Difputes with the 
Procurator; and at the fame Time to do fomething ' 
worthy of the Roman Name, he projedied the 
Conqueft of Monay the Name then given to the 
Ifland we now call Anglefey. In this Expedition he 
(Employed about ten Thoufand Men, the Handing 
Force kept up by the Romans here being about 
forty Thoufand. The remaining thirty were dif- 
poftd in Guards and Garrifons, in fuch a Man- 
ner as was held moft convenient for maintaining the 
public Tranquility. Decianus with a confiderable 
Force, was in the Country of the Icenij where he 
rioted in all the Wantbnnefs of Power; infulting 
the Nobles, opprefling the Commons, and plun- 
jdering All. As to the Reft of the Roman Officers, 
they were moft of them tainted with the Vices of 
fhe Times, and confidered their Commands, ra- 
ther as Means of fupporting Luxury, than as 
iPofts which merited their Attention. The Con- 
tagion had even feizcd the Soldiers, for Vice 
quickly defcends, fo that though they were Ro^ 
mans in Name, yet their Manners were Afiatick. 
Thus by their own Indifcretion they^ were fitted 
for the Diifafters they were to endure, and by 
iafFeding Eafe too much, they facrificed the Means 
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of Safety. A Thinp; too common when Peace 
and Plenty have continued long. 

When all Things were ripe for taking the 
Field, the Britijh Queen direded a Review 6f her 
Forces, and if all the Hiftorians who treat ©f this 
Affair, did not agree in it^ one could fcarce yield 
it Credit, that fqch a Nun^ber could be draw^toge- 
ther at the firfl: Rifuig , for the Britons took the Field 
with 1 20,aoo Men. It is true, that the Caufes of 
this War were as great as of any other that we 
read of; they fought truly ^^ Aris^ et Focis^ and 
therefore all the Britijh Lords contributed their ut- 
moil, and the Druids alfo did as much as lay in 
their Power to promote the Defign. Priefts dif- 
obliged, are, and ever were the moft dangerous of 
dangerous Pcrfons. Ir the •prefent Cafe,^ their 
Craftwas exceedingly in danger, tht RomanshtlitM 
their Rites as impious, and had by Law forbid the 
Pradice of them at Home. Paalinus was now en- 
gaged in the Deftruftion of their chief Seats in the 
Ifland of Mma\ they were therefore engaged by all 
the Ties, of Religion and Intercft to urge on the 
People in this Caufe, and it is unanimouQy agreed 
that they were not lukewarm in their Endeavours. 
The Rendezvous was in the Ifld of Ely^ and as foon 
as their Chiefs had brought theta together, the He- 
roine, who was to be their Leader in this War, 
ftfcended the Tribunal of Turf, which» according 
to the Roman Cuftom, had been ereded on this 
Occafion. She was dreft to the beft Advantage, 
and ill the Amazonian Mode -, in her right Hand, 
Ihehelda Lance, and in her Left, imder her 
Robe, ftie privately kept a Hare. ^ Her Stature, 
and her Looks correlponded exaftly with her 
Drefs, and her Defign, infomuch that the Britons 

<hOuN 
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fliouted before ftie fpokc, conceiving her thus ar^ 
rayed to refemble thi&, Goddcfs of Vidory, the 
Deity by them principally worfhipped. 

T||thefe Tranfports of Joy, a refpedful Si- 
lence fucceeded, and then with^a dear atnd flirill 
Voice,, Boadicea harrangued her Countrymen. We 
have her Speech at large in tht Greek Hiftorian 
Di^; the Critics indeed fufpedt it to be of his 
own making, which with refpeft to the Form 
may be true ; but as to the Senfe, I am perfuaded 
that is the Queen's^ becaufe I cannot ^prehend 
the Hiftorian could otherwife have touched on 
fomc Particulars. Her Principal Aim in this 
Harangue was to convince the People, that the 
Defign they were upon was prafticable, and that 
Defign fhe boldly declared to be no lefs than 
the total Deftruftion of the Romans. To en- 
courage them in fo dangerous an Undertaking, 
fhe briefly fet before them the Mifchiefs to which 
their. Enemies lay expofed, and the Advantages' 
which they tfiemfelves had; above all, fhe in- 
veighed bitterly againft Nero^ as fo feminine a 
Man, that even Women difdained his Rule. 
She thence fell upon the general Luxury of ihe 
Romans^ and the Moderation and Hardinefs of 
the BritonSj concluding that they were fFolves and 
Greyhounds^ alluding to their Fierccncfs and 
Fleetnefs, whereas the Romans were either Foxes 
or Hares*, and as (be pronouced this Word, the 
let the Hare llip from under her Robe, which 
flying through the nydft of the People, tbey took 
it for a Signal Omen of Succefs, and by fliout- 
ing again, teftified their Approbation of th^ir 
Queen's Speech and Purpofe. 

Imniediately the ufual Sacrifiges were perform- 
ed, for when were unhallowed Wars attended* 

with' 
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with Vidtory ? And then the Army fet forwarcf 
on th^ir firft Exploit, which was againft the Co- 
lony at Camalodunutny now Matdon in EJfex. This 
was one of th? moft flourifhing of the %5man 
Settlements ; they , had there erefted a Temple to 
the Emperor Claudius^ adorned the Place with a 
Variety of public Struftures^ as well as elegant 
private Buildings ; delicious Gardens, fhady Walks, 
pleafant Fountains, and (lately bathing Places, en- 
riched this rifing City, one Thing only was want- 
ing, and that was a proper Fortification. A fatal 
Want! as the Britons who were fettled in the 
Colony, inftead of affifting the Romans^ joined! 
with their Enemies, and foon forced the Garrifon 
to take fhelter in the Temple of Claudius^ where 
they hop'd they might be able to defend themfelves 
till they were relieved; but in this they were mi- 
ferably miftaken, their Enemies proving more vi- 
gilant, and their; Friends more remifs than could 
well be imagined. The Britons thought of no- 
thing but Slaughter and Deftruftion, giving no 
t^arter to any of the Romans who fell into 
their Hands. The Procurator, as great a Coward 
in t)anger as a Bully when out of it, deftrted his^- 
Poft, and retired into Gaul^ having fent no other 
relief than two Hundred Men to Camalodunum^ 
which was juft giving up that flender Supply to 
Slayghter, the Britons fetting the Temple on Fire,- 
and putting to the Sword every Man they found 
therein. After this, they vented their Fury ort 
the Buildings, on the Groves, Gardens, Baths, 
and whatever other Marks of Roman Magnificence 
came within their View. 

But in the midft of their Rage, they ftill re- 
tained the Senfe of. their Danger, in cafe the 
ninth Legion, which lay not far from thence, 

flioul* 
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ilifuld be fupportcd by the neighbouring Garrifons, 
and then take the Field againft them ; it was there- 
fore received as good News, when an Information 
came that Pettlius Cerealis^ who commanded that 
Legion, was advancing without waiting for any 
other 1 roops, in Hopes of reHeving Camalodunum^ 
they immediately march'd out, in order ^o receive 
him, and falling unexpeftedly on the Body of 
Troops he commanded, defeated them fo totally, 
that the Tribune was glad to retire precipitately 
with a Party of Horfe to his fortified Poll, and 
leave the Foot which compofed the Body of his 
Legion to the Mercy of the Enemy, who having 
furroupded them, cut them to Pieces, not fuffer- 
ing fo much as a fingle Man to efcape. By thi^ 
unlucky Blow the Romans loft at leaft two thou- 
sand of their beft Infantry ; and befides, it {q 
far raifcd the Reputation of the Britons^ that dieir 
Army grew every Day more and more powerful; 
in Confequence of which they executed ftill great- 
er Severities on fuch of the Romans as fell into 
their Hands, and on all who remained faithful 
to them. Thus far the Britijh Heroine carry'd 
all Things before her, and feem'd to bid fair for 
the Performance of her Promife, of freeing her 
Country from a foreign Yoke, 

In the mean Time Paulinus^ the Roman Gover- 
nor, had better ^uccefs in his Expedition, for 
after a long and painful March of two hujidred 
Miles, he came to that narrow Channel which di- 
vides the Ifland of Mona or Angle jcy from the 
Main. Having difpofed his 'Army in the beft 
manner he could devife, he attempted the Paflage^ 
which was however attended with extraordinary 
Difficulties-, the Britons were drawn up in vaft 
Numbers on the oppofite Shore, and betwi^ti 

their 
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their Ranks Were their Druidi^ hauling out 'Sk4> 
cwions againft their Enemies, and Troops of 
Women running to and fro with Fire-brands in 
their Hands, and their Hair about their Ears. 
Such ftrange^jghts ftupified the Roman Soldiers^ 
till fuch 1 inle' as their Commander, by a warm 
and eloquent Speech reftor*d them ro their Senfes, 
and their Courage, by making them apprehend^ 
how unworthy it was of the Roman Name for 
them thus to (land at Gaze on a few Women and 
Wizards. The fucceeding Engagement was (harp 
and bloody, but in the End the Romans were vi- 
ftoriOus, and the whole Ifland thoroughly con- 
quered. Here as little Mercy was fliown the Bri- 
/^»j as they had (hown elfewhere; and 4f there 
was any 'Diftinftion in Severity the Druids felt it ; 
all of them who fell into the Hands of the Ro^ 
tnans died without Mercy ; their facred Groves, 
wherein they performed the folemn Rites of their 
Religion, were ciit down and deftroy*d, and all, 
imaginable Pains were taken to fecure the Poflcffion 
of this new conquer'd Ifland ; but before this 
could ht fully compleated, Paulinus received the 
News of Boadicea's Revolt, and of the Slaughter 
of the Troops he had left behind him, which ob- 
liged him to turn his Thoughts another way, and 
immediately to make the neceflary Difpofitions 
for marching back into the Heart of the Ifland. 

There could fcarce be a more hardy or dange- 
rous Undertaking than this March, which the 
Roman GtntvdiX projected; he had fcarce ten thou- 
it^nd Men, and with thefe he was to pafs through 
a Country full of Enemies, in order to join th« 
Ruins of the Roman Power, with a View to re- 
ftore the prefent diforder'd State of their Affairs. 
In this March he experienced the Friendfhip and ^ 

Fidelity 
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Fidcfoy of Cngeduma^ a J^rn^King: f|ii$ Prii^se 
had received many Favours, and a large Aceeflion 
of Territory from the Romans^ he, in Gratitude^ 
remained, fixed to their Intereft^ and notwithftand- 
ing the moft {n-eiling Inftancefi were made to him 
by his Countrymen^ and tlie Situation pf the iS^- 
07m;i Affairs ^ggefted fuch Hopes, in cafe he had 
join'd Boadiceaj . of obtaining abfolute Freedoip^ 
yet lie renaaincd as true to their Intcreft^ when in 
this declininjg Condition, as when* in Virtue of* 
their irrefiftible Power, they firft fubdued Princi- 
palities, and then affign'd him their Conquefts* 
Through his Afliftance Pautinus overcame all Dif- 
ficulties* and after a very fatiguing March, ar- 
rived with all his FcJrces in the Neighbourhood of 
London^ which ftruck the Britons with Aftonifh- 
mcnt, and revived the drooping Hopes of the Rfi- 
mans. But as he drew nearer to the Danger, P^tf- 
linus difcover'd it to be greater than heh^d atfirft 
imagined ; all the Motions of the Britijh Army 
confeffing rather the Prudence of a confummate 
Commander, than the hafty Refentmeiit of an un-^ 
experienced Woman \ for which Reafon the RO'^ 
man Officer thought it beft to protradk the Wan 

TYit Britons approaching, compelled PaulinuS 
to come to a quick Refolution as to the keeping 
or quitting his Poll ; without doubt he W^ vwy 
unwillhig to leave a City fo important to the Ro-^ 
mansy and in a manner inhabited by thein^i but 
on the other Hand, his Forces were far froip be- 
ing numerous, and there was very little Com in 
the Placci Alike incapable of fighting or fuftaih- 
ing a Siege, he was conftrained, whether hewould 
or no, to quit the Place ; before he did this, he 
caufed Proclamation to be made, that fuch of the 
Londonits^ as were willing to retire (hould find 
Z • ^ Safety 
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Safety y^ his Ariiiy, and ch^t for the re&^ he 
could npt be anfweraJble for their Safety, Niim- 
bers laid hold of this Occafion to witlulraw, and 
many more efcaped privately, by croffing the Ri- 
ver ; as for thofe who remained, they were totally 
'deftroy'd, for Boadiceaznd her Forces knew not 
■ what it was to think of Mercy. In all thefe Cru- 
elties, the Druids are faid to have had a great 
Share i but perhaps the Reports of Enemies ought 
not to bevreceiv*d as circumftantially true. Thus 
much however feems to be certain, that Boadicea 
Gomplctely ruin*d by Fire and Sword Camalodu- 
' num^ LoHdottj and Ferulam : that is, zJiomanColo- 
rY)\2L'BriiiJh City, inhabited in a great meafure 
by Romans^ and a Municipal Town, which, tho* 
its ditizens were Britons^ yet were they .Freemen 
of i?^;»^; and in thefe three Places, this. Queen 
and her Army flaughter'd not lefs than Eighty 
thdufandi Perfons, a prodigious Number, iti^we 
confider the Narrownefs of its Compafs ; and 
therefore we may be affured, that this. Part of 
the Ifland at this Time was thoroughly peopled. 
But thefe defperate Exceffes were not of worfe 
Confequences to the Romans^ who fuffered them, 
than to the Britons^ who afted them : Licentiouf- 
iiefs is always fatal to fuch as praftife it, and fo it 
proved here; for having recited the ill Ufes the 
Britons made of their Vidtories, we fhall hence- 
forward have no more ViAories to relate. 

PaiiUnuSj in quitting London, provided for the 
Safety of his own Army, and therein for the 
Hopes of the Romans i for had he heen.conqucrW, 
there is no Doubt the Ifland of Britmn had bc^n 
entirely loft- He bent his March, as itht beft 
Writers agree, Weftward, inorder, ifit hadbcien 
poffiblc, to have joined the fecond Legion, who 
^ were 
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were ftatfoa*d among t|!e 5//«rw, and whafe near- 
eft Quarters were in Hereford/hire^ This, without' 
doubt, was a prudent^ Meafure, • and yet it faiIRi 
him, for Boadicea with her Forces purfucd him 
brifkly, and Pofthumus^ who commanded the fe-* 
cond Le^on, alfolutely refufed to obey his Genc- 
ral's Orders, who commanded him to advance. 
Pmlinus therefore feting a Battle was not to be i- 
voided without Shame, thought only of chu- 
fing a i^'icld where it might be fought; with leaft 
Hazard, which at length he found ; but where, 
n^ne of our Hiftorians exprefly fay : fome are for 
SaUJbury. Plain : but :this does not agree 'with the? 
Defcription which 7lc?«/a^ gives us of this Battle, 
wherein Jiis Hero i^nW^ was in Perfon. All there-' 
fore that we can fay is, that this. Field muft have 
been open for at leaft five or fix Miles, at one End,' 
and narrow at the other, with Woods on each* 

• Side J for this was the Situation whidlfenduced the> 
Roman General to , fight, .becaufe . it fecur'd him; 
from the Danger of being furrounded, by covering 
his Flanks. As hr.M^adicea, ftie minded hot this 
Advantage which the Enemy obtained,' for be-> 
ing ' perfuadcd, that Vidtory would always attend' 
her, fhe was only defirous of Fighting, without 
minding where, or upon what Teri^s, ThisPaf* 
fion fhe had now an Opportunity of gra,tifying, 
for P^2///»i^j making a fudden Stand, ftt^wM plain- 
ly enough that he had altered his Intentions, and 
that finding it fcarce poffible to retreat to the fe- 
cond Legion, he was determined to ftop^ and end 

, the C^mrrel here. 
' Moft evident it is, from the Speech of Boadicea^ 
that (he was charm'd with this RefoJution in the ' 
Entmy, and thought herfelf now fecure of car- 
rying her darling Point, the utter Deftruftion 
Z 2 of 
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ofilie: Remans. Indeed Appearances favoiired h*r 
O^riion i moft of the Britift) Nations were no# 
armicr :Command, and cvep a 5(r^/j^ King, with 
a very confiderable Body of his Kardy Cowntry- 
men, fought under her Banner; the Number of 
her Troops is faid not to have fallen Ihort of two- 
hundred and thirty thoufand, whereas, if t\\t Rofna^ 
Authors; do noc miflake, the Troops under Pauti-^ 
nus were not more than cen thoufand ; but then' 
they had the Advantage of being well armed^ and 
excellently difcipiin'd. Boadkea drew tip her For* 
ces hcrfelf in; a broad Front, coofifting of as^ 
many Battalions as there were Nations in her Ser- 
'yi€»e, in an open Chariot accompanied by her 
two Daughters-, flie pafled from Battalion to^ 
BattalionyCncouraging them by a vehement Speedi^ 
tp make an End of the Difputei and by a^c<»v^ 
qtiering i\MtQs^ R<mam^>^ effeAually to' afferr their 
own FreedorSfe :The more to encourage tHfemihc* 
put them in Mind of their formet Viftories, Md 
npf the Terror thereby impreffed on the Enemfy^ 
fome of fwhom Ihe obferved^ould not be drawn- 
out of their fortified Pofts, and even thofe they 
faw before.. them did not think of fighting till, 
tiiey cotild fly no farther. On tlje other Hand,* 
P/i«//»»i difpofed his Foot in three Columns, and 
having a confiderable Body of Horfe^ placed them* 
on the Wi^gSf with a good Body of Referve in 
die Vacancy between the Woods on their Flanks. 
The Britons^ on the contrary, had no Referve, but 
inftead thereof a ftrong Barricado of Waggons 
and Carriages, whereon their Women and Chil- 
(ircn might ftand to behold the Triumphs of the 
Day. Tbt juration of jP^2i^//»i^i was very ♦fober 
and Soldier-like: he told ihis Army freely^ that 
they ventured all ia this > Engagement, but he 

: \ told 
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told them at the famep^imtf, that Succefi was by 
no means impoffible, fince the mighty Advantages 
of militajry Skill ktid Difcipline were on their 
Side-, whereas the Britons were only rudely fierce, 
and knew not how either to gain any Advantage 
to^themfelves, or to provide againft any Siiperio- 
rity their Enemies might by their Conduft obtains 
Thefeneceflary Preparations difpatched,the Armies 
wanted nothing but that Signal, which by giving 
a Loofe to their Refentments, was to dye the t'ield 
with Blood, and end a Quatrel amongft Men^ 
jby a Method which would better become Beads. 

Tht Britons began by a bold and brific Charge, - 
which the Romans received with great Steadinefsi 
i^nd without (hewing any Impreffion: but when th% 
Ardour of the Britons began to abate, then the Ro-* 
mans charged at once on all Sides with prodigious 
Execution. The Britons however fought it out 
bravely till towards Evening, when they were to- 
tally routed, and then they found the grtat Mi- 
ftake they had made in hedgiii|^ themfelves in 
wi|h Waggons, for by this falfe Step they were 
in the Condition of wild Beafts caught in Toils, 
expofed to the Rage of implacable Enemies, and 
after being overcome in Fight, incapable of feek- 
ing Safety by flying -, a woeful Calamity, more ef- 
pecially if we confider how well the Romans knew 
to improve every iiavourable Circumftance. Irx 
this Cafe the Carnage was exceffive, not lefs 
^an eighty thoufand Men periflied in the Fields 
of Battle, with the fmall Lofs of four hundred. 
Romans^ if their Authors did not miftake in theft- 
Numbers. Such was the fatal Iflue of this un- 
fortunate Battle ; all irregular Forces once beaten 
fight no more : this was the Cafe with thp Britons i 
they Ihiftcd fgr themfelves as welj. as they could. 



I 



244 The Rational Am^semen;!!. 

and fubtniued to thdf^ C^ns which they wtre 
fo near ih^ng off. 

As for Boadiceay * her Heart was too^grc^t to al- 
low her to grace a Roman Triumph ; (he therefore 
f^patch'd herfelf by Poifoil 5 and the laft AGt of 
atrioiifin in the Eritcns^ was giving her a jnib^^ 
lick Funeral, and building her a ftately Monu« 
mcnt ; but whether this was Ston^-henge^ as the in- 
genious Mr» Bolion conjedtures, I pretend not: to 
decide* Without doubt the beft Monument they 
f;ould raife fell Ihort of her Merit. The Intention 
of reftoring Freedom to her Country, groaning 
iinder the Load of a foreign Ufurpation, ought 
to confecrate her Memory to all Pofterity, and 
make her confider'd as a Saint and Martyr, by 
alJ fr^e Britens of every Church. What Num- 
bers of pufiUanimous Kings, who tamejy yielded to 
the i?owj» Power, arejuftly buried in Oblivion ? 
M^ no Memorial of Exiftence be beftow'd on 
fuch royal Slaves ! But let the Name of Bgadicea 
be for ever glofious 5 let eternal Honours wait on 
the Prptedtrefs of Britijh Freedom ; and let this 
devout Reverence teach us, that the mod cruel 
Death is preferable in the Caufe of Liberty, to the 
beft Life that can be led without it* 



♦ This Battle was fought A, D. 63. 
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L E T T E R II. 
PHAON /(7 FLORIMOND. 

I Received and read wkh the utmoft Satisfadion 
your kind Letter, as well as the entertaining 
iftory inclofed therein. I fhewed them both to 
Celadon^ who was at my Houfe laft Week, and 
who approved them^ as he does all Things which 
come from you. Lady Sophia^s Fever has left 
her, and fhe advances happily in her Pregnancy. 
I fay no more of this Family, becaufe, in a few 
Days, you will have an Epiftle from Celadon him- 
fclf, with a fliort Hiftory in your own Way. I 
proceed now to a fuccinft and fmcere 'Account of 
my own Application to the 5n/j^ Hiftory, which 
however trivial, I flatter myfelf will not offend 
you. 

When I was very young I had a ftrong Paflloft 
for this kind of Reading : the Gentleman who 
had the Care of my Education was a Foreigner, 
but for all that he encouraged me in nothing more 
than in this kind of Study. By his Advice I 
read Camden's Britannia very carefully, and at the 
fame Time I ftudied attentively the largeft Maps 
of the feveral Counties that could be procured. 
Next I perufed a ftiort Syftem of Britip Hiftory, 
which is faid to be Dr. HoweV%^ though fo far as 
I remember, there is no Author's Name in the 
Title Page of the Book. This Introduftion was 
a great Favourite with my Inftruftor, and I think 
not without Reafon : for having lately perufed it, 
Z 4 I 
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I can fafely fay, that it is not only the plaineft, 
but by' far the moft perfeft Abridgment of our 
General Hiftory that is extant -, and I very much 
wonder ith^t it is not more generally known and 
efteemed, fuch Performances being of' great Ufc 
to young People. The next Author I read 
was Speedy after him Camden's Annals of the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth^ and Echard*s Hiftory of 
England^ where the chief Sources of my Know- 
ledge, though I have occafionally read other Pieces 
of Englijb Hiftoiy, particularly Clarendon iand 
. Burnet^ Sir WilUam Templets Memoirs, and a Life 
of .Queen Anne in two Volumes. 

I own to you, that till the Beginning of this 
Summer I was pretty well fatisfied with tlus 
Stock of fuperficial Knowledge-, it ferved well 
enough to fupply my Occafions in common Con- 
verfetiqn ; nor was I much at a Lofs in reading 
our PoliticsCl Pamphlets : but vifiting a Neighbour 
of mine, whofe Sons are yndcr the Tuition of a 
Scots Gentleman, he quickly convinced me both 
of my Igrforance, and of the Mifchief it did mc^ 
For the Sake of keeping up DifcQurfe in a more 
lively and inftruftive Wq^y, I was wont to debate 
with him fome Political Pqipts, in wh^ch his Opi- 
nions appeared to me a little lingular. This ob- 
liged him, tho* otherwife very modeft, to difplay 
his Knowledge in the Hiftory and Policy of his 
own Country, which he did iafych a manner, as 
filled me with an~ carneft Deflre of applying my- 
felf to the Study of the Britifi) Hiftory, in a 
regular Way. I confulted him as to the pro- 
per Method, and he advifed me firft -to read 
Hollingjheady as the only Hiftorian that had un- 
dertaken to give the EngUJhy Scottijhy and Irijk 
Hiftory ip ptie Body^ Tiii$ wa§ a pretty tigh^ 

Tafki, 
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Ibik; however I was fo eager, about it, that I 
went through ic in a Couple of Months. 

When I had conquered this voluminous Work, 
I returned to my Hiftorical Guide, who after dif- 
courfing me on its Contents, advifed me to read 
all the original Writers of our Hiftory in a Chro- 
nological Series, beginning with GiUaSy and fuch. 
Fragments of ancient Scots and Irijh Writers as 
arc yet extant. In order to facilitate tjiis Under- 
taking, he gave me a Scheme of the Authors I 
was to read, and lent me the Books ; but what 1 
think my felf moft obliged to him for, is thi$, 
Rule, to read theicompleat Hiftory of the Ifland 
at once. By this Method I faw the Conncftiort 
the EngUJhy Scottifij^ and IriJh Affairs, had with, 
each other in every Period, and by examining 
nicely the EccleGaftical Hiftory, I readily faw 
how the Spirit of Religion evaporated, as the 
Power of Churchmen increafed. He likewife ob- 
liged me to give clofe Attention to the Hiftory 
of the Laws, firft of the Britons^ then of the Scots^ 
and next of the Saxons ; and lower than this I am 
not yet come. I muft freely acknowledge that 
at firft, this was a very troublefome and grating 
Taflc. infomuch that I would very willingly have 
avoided it, but my Preceptor found a Method of 
reviving my Application, : which will make yqu 
fmile. One Day, when I was complaining to hini 
of the Crabbcdnefs of this Study, he made me no 
Other Anfwer than this. The Ladies tell me, Phaoni 
you play extremely well at Ombrei I am fure 
that learning that Game to a Degree of Excel- 
lence, muft have coft you more Time and Tjoii- 
ble than is ncceflary to the underftanding the 
Saxon Laws, without which a Man muft be a 
J^ovice ift the Knowledge of oyr Conftitution, 

t^kc 



tkfce on Truft whatever is told him of the nitrft 
important Point in the World next to his Salva- 
tion, or at beft depend on the iona Fide o( Tran- 
fl^tors, which he will find too often a flender Se- 
curity. Roufcd by this genitle Reproof, Irefurn- 
cd with new Vigour to that Study which I had 
Before refolved todefert, and am now engaged in 
il much to my Satisfaftion. There is a Seaffon in 
Life when the more foUd and fevere Branches of 
Learning ftrike our Tafte, and then we defpifc 
the light and airy Trifles which before took up 
our Thoughts, 

As I am ftill but a Scholar, you cannpt expert 
from me any finifhed Performance ; but that you 
may not be difappointed abfolutely, I have in- 
dofed the Outlinc;s of a Hiftory, to which if I 
could have done Juftice, it would certainly have 
been worthy your Perufal -, as it is, it will fufE- 
cientlyfhpw, that our Anceftors in all Parts of 
thelfland were not at all barbarous eight hundred 
Years ago; and that the Courfe of Events then and 
now differ, not fo much as we are dpt to imagine, 
either in Policy or Politcnefs. Indeed I fhould not 
have had the Courage to have fubmitted it to 
your Perufal, had it not been firft read by xny 
kind Inftruiftor, who was oleafed in fome Places 
to retouch it, as I am afraid you will but too 
plainly perceive. As it is, it is at your Service, 
and when in my Power to fend you a better 
Prefent, you may depend on my good Will. 

Thefe Sort of detach'd Pieces of EngHJh Hi- 
ftory, are in my Judgment a new kind of Writ- 
ings equally amufuig and inftruftive, and alike 
fitted for the Perufal of thofe who are, and 
thofe who ^re not, acquainted with this fort of 
Learning. 1 really wonder, that confidcring' the 

great 
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gi^eat Yarietjx of cul-iaus^and pteafant StOri^^ tk^C 
ocxur, efpecially iri ouraiicicnt Writers, ilO CoU 
k^ion of this &Ht Hath besen already made. The 
foortl^atrative you haii^o written is Saffictciii to (how 
how the moft intricate Parts of our Hiftory mij 
be fex in a; dear Light, fo as to be read, with 
Plcafure inftead of Pain, as they really are in the 
Stile of our old Chronicles. B^fides NUmlierjs of 
OUT M?«feJ(ll Writers, who are to polite Perfdns 
infupportabl^lfccontain vaft Treafurfes of {>leaifane 
Reading this Way, the more pifeafant b^caufe Be- 
ing drawn out of Latin^ they are in j inahhcf 
new to moft of the Perfuers of our Hiftory;, many 
of them being fuch as even the beft Writers in 
oar own Tongue had no Opportunity of confult- 
ing. To (hefe might be added fuch Alliftances 
as can be drawn from the Perufal of fuch foreigri 
Writers as have touched upon the Engltfh Story, 
I npiean ancient Writers, (gme of whom, fuch as 
Froiffard^Ltid Monjirekt^ were well acquainted with 
it; but as to the Moderns, they are never to be 
regarded, they know nothing of onr Manners, 
and they feem to be incapable of being made ac- 
quainted with them, as appears from a late cele- 
brated Hiftory, which notwithftanding all its 
Fame, is fuller of Faults than of Pages, and the 
Memoirs of Count^(?/»//2;, wherein there are two 
fuch Stories of Englijh Highwaymen, as any En- 
glijh School-Boy would laugh at. But I find I 
am digreffing farther than I ought, and therefore 
to prevent being tedious, I will return without 
Ceremony into my old Rodd. . 

Leander wrote me a Letter Yefterday, by which 
he informs me, that his Brother is fomewhat 
better, and that if he continues fo, he intends to 
return Home next W^ck. In that Cafe I think 

yoa 
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you might employ him this Way; mcthinks the 
Hiftory of King Arthur^ illuftrated with the 
Poemk of fome of our BriHfh Bards, would be a 
;Ta(k that would fuit him extreamly well, and at 
the fame Time afford us a great deal of Pleafure. 
I fancy there is a great deal of true Hiftory buried 
under thofe Loads of Fables that have been dif^ 
|)erfed concerning this King ; and it would be do- 
ing Juftice to his Memory, and at tharfkme Time 
obliging the Publick, if any judiciiUs Pen would 
attempt to lift the true and the probable, from 
the falfe and extravagant ; he would then be an 
hiftorical Monarch ; whereas at prefent he is no 
more than the Hero of a Romance, My Paper 
forbids me troub^ng you with any more of my 
Kemarks \ and therefore, with the ufual Compli*- 
ment^ to yourfelf and Family, I remain 

Tour Friend and Sirvanfy 
¥BAOm 
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F It A G M E K T, 

Containing the S T O R y of 

s i G I B E ;r; T,; 

RingoftheE^^^K in the 7tH; Century 
and Reftbrer of the Mtf sis. ' 

IT is certainly a Tributis? juftly due to the Me- 
mory of learned Men, alTiduoufly to prefervc 
e Knowledge of whatever may do them Hono^ur^ 
We owe a grateful Remembrance to all fuch as 
have diftinguifhed themfelves in ufeful Arts, but 
above all to fuch as have cultivated Learning, 
and encouraged learned Men 4 becaufe iiiqh are the 
common Parents of Arts, and but fop them all 
Jcinds of Science would iooii fink injtp ,p]tjliyion< 
Yet fuch a ftrange Fatality there' is in the 
long continued Envy of our Sifter' Univerfities,, 
that their refpeftive Sons, for the Sake of im-' 
peaching each other's Antiquityj have done their 
utmoft to convert the faireft Hiftory into^Fablc,, 
. and by a furprizing Perverfion of Ingenuity and! 
Letters, have ftruggled hard to ruin the C^^dlt of 
thofe Princes with Pofterity, to whorxiJtl^e Seatst 
of the Mufes have flood moft indebtcxf*' Tb 
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this prcpoftcrous Conteft is owing my calling t^p 
a Fragment, (ince the little I have to fay otSigi^ 

having ever been taken to tranfmit hi& ]|tfe <and 
Reign to our Offspring, or to Foreigi^, and 
therefore pick'd up, that at leaft it might appear 
one gi;^eful Man, at thePiftance of ten Ages,^had 
ajuf[ltega»lforliis\^ftues^ and^was deifiroQs, as 
far as in his Power lay, to render them confpi- 
cuous. 

There is fome Difpute about this Prince's 
Births butpn the Credit of Lfland^ I think it 
tn^y be ai&rted, that he was tlie Sei> of RedwaU^ 
King of the Eaft Saxons. This Monarch, it fecms, 
had an ddcr Son^ whpfe Name was Erpwali^ 
his defignM Succeflor in liis Kingdom. What 
the I'empcr of this young Prince was, appears 
not clearly at this Diftance \ this only we khow^ 
tVt in the Eftimation of the People, lie feS 
much (Hort of his younger Brother Sigihdt ; and 
tkerefofe, to prevent any Difputes that might hap- 
pen on his Demife, Redw/ild direfted his Son SU 
gibertio K{\xix. hiis Kingdom, and to travel into 
iFr/?»r^ J duijing his Continuance there, the young 
Prince, excited purely by his own Genius, applied 
himfelf to his Studies with fuch Afliduity, that hfe 
Ibonbccifiiediftifijguiftied, even among ^the Lejkrn* 
cd thcfftfelVes, and if we riiay rely on the Tefti- 
Inony of i^br^igners, thferfeare ftill fome original 
li^tter^ oY his to i certain learned Bilhop', #hcrfe' 
Name Was 2)^i5fer/«j, preferved ih the Library of 
the Abbey 6f St. Gall in Swiizerlafid. I'his Is cer- ' 
tain, from the uncontefted Authority of Bedai that * 
ivhilc he lived \ti France he bbtairicd the Charal^Cf 
of a aipft Ittrned and pio\as Man. 

Whilc^ 
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g. While SgHert made fuch a Progrefs in^his Stu* 

Idies abroad, great Confufion |>appened at Homfu 
His Father Redwald who had been bapt^zecl, ..r«- 
lapfed into Heathenifm at the Requeft/of h|s 

.Wife, and as fome fay, tolerated not only bodi 
Religions, but both in the fame QhuFch. On^s 
Demife Erpwald his Son fucceeded^ who purfu^ 
the fame Jcind of Policy, and after a /hprt^ j^vA 
uneafy Reign, was murderM by hiSiPcople; a%r 

' which followed much Difturb^ce* great Rapine» 
Bloodflied, and all the Miferies which ufually at- 
tend a lawlefs Anarchy, till at lepgjh, about the 
Year 636, the People wearied, with the want \ of 
Government recalled Sigibert^ and raifed hin^ to 
the Throne of |ii? Anceftors, after a long Exjle., 

He was no fooner feated on the Throne, but 
he projefted within himfclf, the correftipg the dif- 
folute Manners of his Subjefts, by reft©ring Re- 
ligion and Learning, which by Degrees, and with 

\ the Afliflance of feveral famous Men, both Na- 1 
tives and Foreigners, he in fome Meafure efFefted. 
There was at this Time in England one Felix^ a 
Native of. Burgundy y a pious, charitablq Prieft, 

, who came into this Ifle purely to preach the 
Gofpel •, this Man , If onorius Archbifhop of CafUer- 
hury^ confecrated a Biilipp, and fent hitn to teach 
thtEaJl Angles i which he did with great Indu- 
ftry and Devotipn, and chiefly by his AfTiftanc&it 
was that King Sigibert reftored Piety and Civili- 
ty among(( his People. As both the King and 
the Bifliop had been educated in Frixnoe^ they cn- 

- deavoured to reduce all Things as near as they 

: could to thofe Models, which in their Judgrtlent 
came neareft to Perfedion, that is^ the S(;minane$ 
of Learnipg wherein |:hey had ftudicd. 

-^ / th. 



The Place where Felix fixed hil See was t>m 
fvicb in SuffM^ which we muft not top hafi^ 
pafs over, fince its prefent Cbndition is fufficieat 
to remind us, that Hiftory i^not always td be 
contradi6ted On account of fefcming Inntprobabili*' 
tics. Whoever views the Village of that Nanse 
tit this Day, will fcarce give Credit to what is re- 
corded of it in the black Book of Efy^ pne of the 
oMeft and moift authentick MSS. in England^ 
^iz. That once it had two ^nd' fifty Parifli Chiir- 
ehes ; but perhaps^^ be would grow more traftablc 
oh hearings that a little before the Time of John 
StewCy there were- in that Place fix Parifli Chur- 
ches, two McMiifteries, a Houfe belonging to the 
Ktiights-Templars, two Hofpitals, and three 
Chapels; and that in his Titne there were left on- 
ly the Churches of St. JP^/^r, and AU'Saints^ the 
Sea havir^ borrowed the reft, together with 
Part of a Foreft in the Neighbourhood. The 
fame indufttious Antiquary reports, that he- had 
feen Pieces of Silver Money coined there, and in- 
' fcribed with thefe Words, Civitas Dunwich. The 
good Biihop FeUx remained here eighteen Years, 
leaving behind him, amongft other Marks of his 
Piety, a publick School, which he erefted at a 
Place called Fdixftcwej now called F//x;^»w. ^ 

As for King %/^/, he fixed his Royal S^t 
at 5^/7f» in the Ifle of Ehf^ and is prcfumed to 
have placed the Academy he fettled and endowed 
' at Cambridge^ not far from Grantcbefiery an ancient 
City then in Ruins, where it is reported, the 
BritmshzA long before had pubKck Schools. It 
muft be admitted, that there is a good deal ' of 
Obfcurity in the Account given us of this EveKt, 
by fuch as would date the Commencement of the 
Univerfity oi Cambridge y from the Schools found- 
ed 
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od by t^Ls Prince; bi^t ;Wit;ha1, the Thing is not 

fo utterly .unfounded ^s the Advocates for paj^^ 
would, have us believe. JS^i^, who relgtcs^the 
Foundation by Sigiierf, does not; cxprefly fay whtre 
it was ; but in another Paft of his WorJks^ he ad^ 
mits that the antient City of .Gr/?»/<A^^ Jay then 
in Ruins; and as there are very ^ntif^ot Auil^i^tiesi 
in fupport of the comnion QpiaiQh,.that'rGii»^ 
iridge really was the Place where ^hcSchiQolaincn-^i- 
ticmed by Beda were fixed, I cannot think It; an/ 
great Error to believe the Thir^g, to he fa, iefpc^ 
cially, fince wq have the Testimony oi^Pofydorer 
Virgik who being an Italian^ and a Stranger, m^y 
be thought a very impartial Wit^efs in -^is Gon^^^ 
troverfy; as alfo the direft AflertioQ ^i Leland^ 
"whom ^11 who know his Charafter, wiU allow a 
competent Judge. 

Be this as it will, the Reputation of Smhert^ 
as the Reftorer of the Mufes, is not at all a^fted^- 
for though many have queftipned the.PlaCc where, 
yet all agree that fome public Schools were inftituted 
bj him, and that he took great Care to procurq. 
the beft Mafters to teach the young Men whom 
he mainlined, whilft they followed their Studies. 
He alfo devifed good Laws for regulating civil 
Affairs amongft his Subjeds, and wrought many 
other uiefiii Regulations durirtg the ihort .Space of 
his Reign, which did not much exceed, three 
Years. i^^r/Jf^^, a learned and piQUS Man, d&- 
fcended of a noble Scots iFamily, coming into 
England:^ and applying himfelf to King S^bert^ 
he gave hini the Caftle of Burgh in Suffolk^ 
where he .built a Moijaftery, into which, after ; 
fettling all the Affairs of the Kingdani,* and re- 
figning his Crown to hi^ Kinfman J^gfrk^ the King 
himfelf retired about the Year 638-i - 1 , 

- A a It 
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It is :apparcfit, from the Hiftorics of' thofc 
TimeSf that the wifeft Princes, when fatigued 
with the Cares of a Crowp, were wont to take 
tiiis li^hod of obtaining Reft. It feems too, 
that they were not wholly ufelefs to their Subje6b, 
but ^n the contrary, partly by their excellent 
Difcourfes, and more efpecially by their exempli* 
ry Cenduft, they iufpired them withftrohg Defires 
cfemuliating their Virtues, and of leading pure and 
}»ous Xaves. In this, though there might be 
loirife Mixture of Superftition, yet there certainly 
was a great deal g( Humility, and Contempt of 
fenfual Pleafure; fo that we ought not haftily to 
cenfure either as weak Men, or furious Bigots, 
all fuch Princes as changed their Crowns fpr Cowls. 
^ But though by this Means King Sipbert pro- 
vided againft moft of thofe Impediments which 
hinder ^ Princes from enjoying quiet I^ives, yet 
t»uld he not fecure himfelf frpm a fudden, and 
violent* Death \ for Ptnda^ King of Mercia^ in- 
vading the Bafi Angles^ King Egfric diftrufting 
the Forces he had raifed, as not fufiicient to en^ 
counter the Enemy, would needs pprfuadc King 
Sigibert to leave his Monaftery, in carder to comjft 
arid encourage his Soldiers; which,^ thoVeiy unwll- 
liii^ly hedid, and there, together with the King his 
CouiliH was flain by 'his b^rbarops Enemies, tho!^' 
he had no other Arms in his Hand than a white 
Wand. 'I'his Event happened in the Year 

It is cljsu' enough, from the Manner of this 
Prince's Death, that he was equally beloveds and 
revered, by his- Subjefts, otherwife they would 
not have defircd his Prefence on fuch an Occafi* 
op. He likewife defervqs to be commended for 
the Care he took in reftoring public Schools, be- 

caufc 
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cailfe it imprinted a Dcfire of Imitatiori m the 
\^Mind$ of fucceedmg Monarchy ; for fome of, our 
ancient Hiftorians inform us, that as Alfrei lYi^ 
Great re-edified Oxford^ fo his Son, Edward the; 
Elder, reftored SigilerS*s Foundation at Cambridge^ 
Such fmall Beginnings had that flourifhing Seat^ 
of the Mgfes, whence fo man/ truly great Men^i 
and illuftrious Ornanients of this Ka^ion'.havQ 
come forth, and which we may well hope 13 ftill 
in a Condition to produce many raiore. 

' !* ' I ' _ ■ • ' ■ . . > 

LET TE R IIL "".. 

CELADON /ff FLORIlVftONI?'. 

IRead with exceeding Pleature your Letter to 
Phaon^ and the little tiiftory of Eoadiceai ih- 
clofed therein • I agree with you entirely as tQ, 
the ancient and modern Hiftorians, and declare 
to you that 1 think the Life of Sifred ^he Gr^at^ 
written fey his Chaplain,- ^ infinitely 'better^Plcc? 
than the laboured Life of that Prince by ^^mn. 
However, I myft allow that there is^ and ought 
to be a Difference "between fuich kind of Memoir^, 
5ind regular Hiftories: to enter into the Parti(i:ular5 
of this woifld be tedious ; and befides, I can com? 
xnunicatemy Meaning to you in few Word? ; they 
ought, to differ as much as the Lifes of Plutarch 
do, from the Hi&orf of Dicdortis Sicului-, many 
Subjefls are common to both, and yet in the Man- 
ner of handling, are made particular to each'. 
It is a great Pity, as you fay, that fome of our old 
A a ^ Writers 



35^ The Rational Amusement* 
Writers.^ not tranflated, and tmiflat«i wi3i 
Life and Spirit* If a Perfon equal to the Talk 
would'putiilh a Volume in this Kind, in the Man- 
ner that Mr. Hedrfie diid, with a proper Preface 
and Notes, I do nbt doubt but he would meet 
with as good Encouragepient. There are through- 
out England at leafl; foiir or five hundred Perfon$ 
Curious as to Englijh Hiftory, efpecially U" written 
in tHfcif Mother Tongue," and thofe wodld readily 
join ' t6' reward the rains of any dapable JPerfon 
whb fe'mployed himfelf in ^this Way. But enough 
of this : let me now' return to the Plan you laid 
down, which I think a very good one, and equally 
fitted for jnftruflion and Entertainment. Ex- " 
perience derived to us from our Anceftors is moil 
natural, and to an honeft, well-meaning Briton^ 
Britijh Stories furnifh the inofl: pleafant Amufe* 
ment. 

Ctf th^ various Hiftories, I think we may 
well diftinguifli three feveral Kinds; by this I 
mean, that there arc three Sorts of Lives proper 
to be written ifter this Marnier, and though I am 
perfuaded you 'are abetter Judge of this Matter 
than I, yet 1 will mention them to you with that 
Freedom there ought to be between Friends. 

In thefirft Place, I think Time cannot be better 
employed^ than in tcfcujtig from Oblivion, the 
Exploits of remarkable Perfdhs, with whofe Charac- 
ters in general the Worldlings, and yet hath but 
la very Superficial . Knowledge of the Particulars 
which concern them. For' Infltance, we know 
well enough that Edgar Jtbelin^ was the la*rful 
)Heir of 'thfe EngUfh Crown, when JVilUam Dtike 
.'cf Normandy feized it in right of the Sword ; but 
as to the flibfequent Adventures of this tanfo^^ 
natbPrince,: though they are far from bdA^ tin- 

* ' _w6rthy 
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worthy of Notice^ yet I dp not know that fliey were 
ever colkaed as I could wilhtfiey Were. ThelfJame 
of John ef Gaunt is in e^ery Mouth, and i great* 
deal is faid of that ariibitibus and ftirring Prince, 
in dll our general Hift6ries; yet where fhaH we 
find this Life regularly written. T might fay the 
fame of Humphry^ the good' Dufee or G/w^r^^fir, 
whofe Memory ftands m6re indebted uxShakefpear^ 
than anyiof our E^^/^^l^iftortans, though he 
was one of the worthieft' j^w^i^Jhwf^ that ever ex-* 
ift^. This then is my firft Clafs; arid though I 
am far from imagining I am well verfed in i}ii$' 
iSor! of Learning, yet eduld I furnilh^ Lift'of at 
Icaft fifty fuch Ipftarices, if I knew any body to ' 
whom they would be acceptable in the Light 
wherein I have mentioned them. 

The fecond (hould confift of fuch as there 
is juft Reafon to believe have been tranfmitted in 
falfe Lights to Pofterlty, Truth is the Soul • dF 
Hiftory, and he who can recover any loft Gir- 
cumft^nces thereof, deferves in a particular Man- 
ner the Thanks of the Public. After your Spe- 
cimen oi Boadicea^ I (hould be glad to fee you 
try your Skill on the Story of Merlin. It is a 
Shame to fee that great Man treated daily like a 
Dr. Fauflus^ for the Diverfion of the great Vul-' 
gar, ^pd the Small. I have often had Doubts a* 
bout the Charader of Godwin^ Earl of Kent ; our 
Hiftorians are all fo fond of Edward the Confeffor^ ' 
that in order to make the King a Saint, they have 
made the Earl a Devil; perhaps, at the BottorifJ, he 
was only a Patriot, and thofe \ have mentioned 
before, a Set of Court- Writers. King 7^i&« feems 
to have been a better^PrincCj or at leaft a mucb 
better Sort of a Man, than the monkifh' Writers^ 
incline to make him j but of all the Outrages oti 

A 3 3 true , 
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trtie Hiih)cyi that' everVas committed, the worfl: 
perhaps ^ the icaodalous Story publiflied of 
.late Years: of Sir J^bu Fdjhff^ in cpnniplaifance 
taa Chara<9:er which wa^ originally written for Sir 
John Oidcaftky by Sbaiefpear. A Pen employed 
jfnthi^ Way, would reap as much Honour as the 
Sword of 3^ Knight-Errant, in refcuing diftrefled 
Damfels. Reputation; is the only Jew^ of Ufe 
tp the Dea4,. and he wjiQ revives or reftores this, 
is m^ch a better Friend to their J^enKJfy ?^an he 
who ereAs ^ Mgnument ; though both, withQut 
Qucftion, are Works of Piety, and as fijch, wor* 
thy of iiniverfal CommcndatJQn. > 

The laft Sorc^f lives that have occure4 to tny 
ObiervatioiHi as proper to be written in this Way, 
are fuch as are ftverrun with Fable. ' The Life 
of Queen Emmay with a fair Account of her 
Plough-ihares, would afford great Entertainment. 
A judicious Hiftory of ArchbiQiop Beckett ftripped 
of fuperftitious jPrejudice op ope Side, and free 
from all extravagant Paflion on the other, would 
afford much |pftru^ion. The genuine Adyen-. 
tures of Richard I. in the Holy Land^ could not 
but be very pleafant. The Amours of Edward 
IV. with the celebrated Jif^ne Sbore^ written with 
Spirit, and yet with a due Refpedt to Hiftory, 
muft be far preferable to moft of our Romances ; 
nor can I figure tp myfelf a Narrative that would 
give me mor^ Pleafuj-e tha© well wrote Memoirs 
of yfnne Bokyn^ interfperfed with the fecret Hiftory 
oif her Family, and of the F^ll pf Cardinal We^lfey. 
Il is a great Fault in moft Writers on this Subject, 
to enisploy rather their Invention than any -Pains 
in fearching for Truth ; and hence it comes to 
pafs, that fo many improbable Lies have been 
tokl us with RefpeA to Matters which might 

,haYC. 
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have been made more entertaining jby. £e^hiAg 
out and fetting down the naked Ttuth; . Not that 
I am abfolutely an Enemy to Aligned Hiftprkfi 
provided they be wholly feigned; but tQ^afcrib^ 
fiditious Adventures to real Perfons, is inexcufafolct 
and no better than premeditated Lying, whatcyer 
our Writers of Novels and fecret Hiftofies^ ini^y 
think, atleaft this is my Opinion,^ afid tjnereforel 
abhor equally the Calumnies of the popifli $au»4firs^ 
and the puritan Buchanan. 

It is of this laft Kind, that the inclofed I^iftorjr 
is an Inftance. I compofcd it chiefly -from thi 
Papers of my Wife's Phyfician, a Man npr^ k^w^ 
ing in thefe Studies than any of my 4-cqjia|Qtance^i 
The Manner in which I came to mention. i< to hini 
was this. One Afternoon when he ^as fceiie, the 
Converfat;ion turned on JE»^/^ Operas, particularly 
on that written by Mr. Mdifon. In the Gqi^^ of 
our Remarks, it was neceffary to produce, that 
Piece, which was accordingly brought qut.of my 
Study bound by itfelf in Quarto. Onthe>ba^kot . 
the Title Page I had placed fomeCdlledtions out of 
our common Hiftorians concerning the fair Lady 
v/ho is the Subjedl of that Piece; The, Dpftor 
read, and commended them, but told me withalt 
that whenever I thought fit to make him a.yifit, 
he would furnifh me with fome Other Collef^ions.^ 
relating to the fame Perfon. Accordingly tw^ or 
three pays after, I went to his Houfe, in order t0 
challenge his Promife 5 whereupon the DoiStoi-rtpoIf 
down a Quarto Ms. which I found confifted of 
hiftorical CollecSlidns for the Lives of famous Wo* 
men. He turned to thofe relating to Rofatno^d^ 
and when I had read them, he caufed a Copy tOt 
be made while I flayed, ^which I brougjit away 
with me. . The fame Gentleman has many other 
A a 4 • " Qtiarto's 
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Quarto's foHof thclifcc CoUeftions, for his Me- 
thod -is to Teledk Memorials of illuftrious Perfons 
from all the Books he reads. _ He diftributes thefe 
according to the Virtues for iVhich they were fa- 
mous. For Exaftiplc, one Volume comprehends 
whateVef* he has met, with, relating to the Statef- 
ftieh who have flourifhed in this Ifland •, in three 
Other Volumes, Ke preserves the Memoirs of il- 
luftiious Captains; in as many Volumes her has 
Colleftions relating to the Clergy ; and fo of Law- 
yers, ^hEyficiahs, Hiftorians, Poets, Painters and 
air other retriarkable Men who have done Honour 
tO' th*ilr Gbuntryi In one Rcfpcft I think his 
Plan alittlc narrow, for he confines himfelf wholly 
ta Stifainy^^hich he excufcs by faying that every 
Man is firft bound to do Juftice to his own Coun- 
try^- and rf>a't grafping at too much, frequently 
fpoHs alii I confrfs there is Reafon in what he 
fay^, byt yet I think Foreigners (hould not be en- 
tirely peglefted. The Patriotifm of a Man of 
Senw^-diaght to extend to the Univerfe, Works 
fef-Leiatoing do Honour to human Nature, and 
as a^Mah^ Phave as much an Intereft in Ariftotle 
and ^^A^, -in Xeno^hon md^B^uripides^ as in BacoH 
Qt'Bcyl^i in^^ ovm Shakefpcar. 

V^I flatter myfelf that this Phyfician will readily 
^oin our little Fraternity, and in cafe I can per- 
luade hin^ fo to do, he will without Queftion 
4* of great tJfe to us. We may then hope that 
our fmall PGrforma^iees in this Way, will not be 
akogetherunworthy of Notice, As to the Affairs 
of my Family, I have nothing new to write, 
which to me is a great Satisfaftiori, The Weather 
bcii^ bad, I have for a Week paft kept pretty 
TOUch within Doors, and in my Study. To reflect 
cm the Time paft in idle Co^ipany gives us Paini 

' ^' CO 
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to remember that which elapfed in converfing 
with our Friends gives Satisfa6Hon; but when 
we look back on the Hours fpent with our Books, 
and with ourfelves, in collefting the Wifdom of 
paft Ages, and in improving our own, it gives a 
Plcafurc not be expreffed. The Mind is pro^ 
pcrly fpeaking the Man -, and therefore whatever 
regards it, in Conjunftion with th^ Body, may be 
in fome Senfe faid to be foreign. In another 
State we ftiall be free from this Impediment, and 
then fuch as are utterly unacquainted with Medi- 
tation, muft furcly find themfelves much at a 
Lofs. I know that I write to one who is hot of 
that Number, otherwife I Ihould not ufe this 
Freedom, which, without the Additiofi of doni- 
pliments, will convince you with how nuich TruA 
and Zeal, 

Jam 

Tour finctre Friend^ 

and very humhk ServaM^: |' 

CELAD 
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" ' ' . V" ' « 

The HISTORY of *' 

ROSAMOND CLIFFORD, 

Concubine to Henry Plantagenet, the 
firft of that Family, and the fecond of his 
Name King of £iVGL ^i\rZ). 

IF Piety and Virtue only prderV(id the Re* 
membrance of Pcrfons long fincc dcccaftd, or 
entitled as it only ought to Farte, then there 
would not either have been Materials, or Occafion 
for a Hiftory Kke this 5 but in as much as we arc 
equally inftruftcd by perufing the Records of 
what has happened to vicious, as well as worthy 
Perfons ; fb confidering the general Reputation of 
this Lady, there fecms to be no Caufe, that Pof- 
terity fhould not be informed, as well of her 
t;ruc^ arid real, as of her falfe and fiftitious Story, 
To glean up all that is reported of her in ancient 
Hiftories, would be a Tafk of greater Labour 
and induftry than the Subjed might feem to de- 
ferve, but to lay before the Reader briefly what 
occurs concerning this famous Woman moft wor- 
thy of Notice, win not prove either laborious to 
him that compofes, or appear prolix in the Eyes 
Nof the Perufer. 

Rojamondy or rather Rofe Clifford^ ior I look up- 
on the former to have been a Name given her after 

fee 
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(he became tht Kihg^ Miftitfs^ was theDaughter c^ 
Waktrljotd, Cliffofdn aini bOrn, aa I fouhd it nbt>? 
e^ ja an old C^le<5);ion of Songs cialkd» The Gar^ 
land of Gd$d fVillf in 1151, on what Authority* 
I know not. In her Infancy flie was carefully 
educated in her Father's Houfe; and when (m 
grew up, fhc was fent, for her Improvement, 
to the Nunnery of G^^owu not izx from Ox^ 
f^d^ where Ihe Was treated with equal Rtfpefl: 
apd Tcnderncfs, as well on Account of her pcrfo- 
nal Meriti as becaufe her Familyt and her Father 
in particular, had been very beneficent to this Mo- 
naftry, where the Nuns lived religioufly and 
pleafantly, being frequently indulged die Liberty 
of going to fevcral plcafant Villages in the Nieigh- 
bourhood, and were allowed there any Ibrt of- 
Mirth, provided it was innocent. 
. As the young Boarder grew up, flie became- 
equally confpicuous for her Beauty, and for the 
Graces of her Mind. In Refpcft to the former, 
ihe is faid to have been exquifitely perfeft, and 
in the Dignity of hei* Mein as well as the Ele-* 
ganoe of her Features, to have much furpafled 
Jme Sbe/rCj tho' there are no authentic Pifhires 
left of her, as there are ,of King Edwarff^ Mif*» 
jftrefs. In Needlework ihe excelled moft of h^ 
Sex, even in that Age when it was held a Quali- 
fication worthy of Perfons of the higheft Rank. 
Many Teftimonies of her Induftry as well as Pro* 
ficiency in this female Myfiery, (he left not on- 
ly* here, but at other Places, particularly^ at the 
Abbey oi Bildwas in &br&p(htre^ where for many 
Ages they fhewed a Cope curioufly wrought, and 
in the Skirts were thefe Words; Rofmunda . 
Clifford frapiismanibmnu fecit. But what chiefly 

endeared 
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endeared her to the Nuns Was a quick, lively, 
and inoffenfiv^ Wit 5 for there was this peculiar 
in her Difpdfidonv that with a very acute Under- 
ftanding^ fhe had an extraordinary Tendenstefs in 
her Nature: fo that (he was alike incapable of 
giving Offence toothers, or of feeing them offended 
without a fympathetic Concern. ' 

-The Fame of her Beauty, Wit, and various 
AccompliJQimenrs, having reach -d the Ear of King 
Henry ^ he became exccffively enamour'd of her, 
arid found Means, as what Means will not Princes 
find, to currupt.this lovely Woman, at the Age 
of Seventeen, to the great Regret of her noble 
Family, and of the Nuns of Codftowe, She re- 
mained abfolute Miftrefs of the King's Heart for 
many Years, which exceedingly inflamed his high 
fpirited Qjj^cn Eleanor^ who, as fhe brought him 
the Dutchy oVJquitaim^ and the County o^ Potc- 
tiers J fo flie warmly refented his Infidelity to her 
Bed. This 'Kingy who had Reafon to keep on 
the beft Terms he could with her, fought to pre* 
lerve Rofamond^ by keeping h^r pHvatdly fcmie- 
times at one Place, fometimes at another. Forth 
ham^aftle^ in Surry ^ was for a Tittle the Place of 
hop Refidence, and there (he brought forth her 
eldeft Son/ But afterwards, at her own Requeft, 
and for the Sake of being near the Monaftry in 
which fhe was bred, the Kitig coni(ented that fhe 
fhould xtmoyftiXitQOxfordfbirey aiid built for her 
a. curious Seat near the Royal Palace at fFood^ 
ftoek^ which in thofe Days was called Rofanmnd^%^ 
Bdwer^ and is faid to have been contrived in fuch 
a manner, as that it was not eafy to find ou^ the 
fair Lady's Apartment; aud befides, therp were ^ 
fabtoarancous PafTages to favour the Efcape of 
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Rofamcmdi irt cafe the jealous C^een ftibuld at- 
tempt any Th\ng agdinft her. .A/F«i?i&Knighcj 
whofe Name W2^$ Vaugban^ h^d the Care of her^^ 
and ^ Culbody of the Kir>g*9 - Treafures in the 
fameTlace, where (he long dwelt, if nan in Quiet^ 
at leaft in Safety. ? 

The Vicinity rf this Apartn^entto the Psilacet^ 
occ^ioned Rfi/ai»ond^s being pretty ftriftly con^ 
fined, white the Court was at Woadjtocky *^hichL 
however was fome Way mitigated By the King*i 
private VifiCs, .andcoftly Prefents. Such was his 
Love for this Lady, that whatever was rich or 
#lirIoaSt fpkndtd oii beautiful, he bought it, and 
placed it in her-Apaitmehts j of whkh we have 
% ftrong Inftance, in a famous Cheft 01* Cabinet of 
nbowt two Feet iii iieightl, adorn'd #ith admimp 
Wc Figures, of: Men^^ Fifti and Fowl^ which be-^ 
ing.bequeatbtt} to the Nunnery- of^Cft^^^^ re-^ 
jiiaiivcd fjbrTcvctal Ages in the Ghapter-Houfe of ^ 
that Abbey. < But whep the Court^was elfewhet-c^,' . 
and confequentl^ the Danger • hot f(> ^tttityRofd^ 
inondvvmt with her Keeper to;4tioft of th^ adja-^ 
cent Villajgcs, land diverted herfelf^&Ihe thougl^ 
fig, in. an inndceht iWay ; 'and fo -thuch was me 
i^ek^vedftthat fbV a long Time' tht Memory bP 
h^rlHtl* AdventiirBsvwas prefer v'd among the^ 
Qouni^ry People, wlao martede^ery Brook, Grove,^ 
»ay« and fingle Jnnees of which fhe tbok Notkre',^! 
by h$r Name^ > criling. xS^itm^ Rdfafncti^s P6nd$|^ 
W^ods, Qaks^ hndibmethir% or the faiiie Spirit 
reiiQains tothis very^Day.' •: -o.-; - j, 
- But of all.t6ePlacesfhefwquented< the NuniT 
ACry,of G^/^,^av afforded her rtioft-D^^ It 

^ips theNtina didhot failto tax h^r Continu-" 
,aljy with the Ltfe'Ihe\^Ied* R,oj4mni,^tW of 4' 
n. - : •; vh">rrrio:>^; r ■•?r:UM' Vi •: gentle? 
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gentle Difpo&ion, dt length gath^txl Spirit e« 
nough to anfWer^ that tho^ fbe wa$ a Conc»btnei 
yet was flie not without Hopes of bdng||red; 
put how, laid fome of the Nuns fiiall we Know 
that ? Why, rcply'd flie, if that Tree (pwnth^ 
to one that had green Leaves upon it) be tum'd 
into Stone after my Deadi, then fliatf I bavief |if(9 
anK>ngthe S^otiL Accordingly this Trie*^ asthtf 
l^uns of (^^^oTtf reported, aAually beemiie Stone 
after her Peceafe, and was (hown at (kJ^owt 'till 
the Diflblution of the Monaftry. But then w* 
cnuft obferve, that JR^yZMMtti became an illuftrioii 
Penitent W<xt her Death; and (b the producing 
J3io[amnt% Stone was held an £ncoiir%en)efie t^ 
Sinners to turn from their cfvil Ways % and thus 
they reconciled this ^tory to thcnifelres. Sinee 
the Di&lution of this Nunnery^ dtere has been 
a Stone c^d Rofanmdt^ at W6a^0€l^ but thoA 
that fbew^d it knew nothing of the original Storyj 
which probably had been loft, had it not been re« 
corded in fome Papers of the famous Mr. Thomas 
jilkni once in the Poflefliofi of JmbQWf fFooi. ^ 

I have before obfenr'd, that Rspmrni did ndc 
dlwaysrefide at^^^&r^; but I confefs, that I 
bad no Idea of there being any Foundation far*' 
ther than fome Similitude in Sat;uatioby foi^ 
naming other Places i^^j/SMnmTs Bowei^. M]^ 
Surprise therefore was grcati, when in a MSL o^ 
Robert of GkHcefier^% Ghrmck^ I iwxA the ibi» - 
lowing Memorandum. *^ Many Retreats bad Rs^ 
*^ famcmd^ the Concubine of Hmy H. as ail Bijbifps^ 

^^ Caftle of Wtncbe^iTy befideothersi as appeaA 

^' froma Roll ii^ Wtg^mre-Qflik:' Tbeten^iy tti«t^ 

fore bie more Trutkthan is conunonly imagined in 

• ^ fome 
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fbnp of the Reports that are ftill current about 
her, tho' not in all, any more than in the Story 
of Ker Death, which is generally, and yet faMy, 
attributed to Poifon. 

The Truth is^ that King Henry going from 
her's to the Queen's Apartment ^t- IVoodfletk^ 
drew after him with his Foot a Ball of Silk 
Twine, which the Queen taking up unperceivy, 
was guided thereby to the Chamber or her Ri-^ 
val, where fhe rated her in fo furious a Manner^ 
that the poor young Lady fell into Paintings, and 
after languilhing for fome Jittle Time, aftually died 
of the Confequencesof thatFrigJjt. This, expreflai 
in modern Language, would run thus ; Rajamond^ 
through a deep Senfe of the Queen's Reproaches, 
and a timorous Apprehenfion of her Threats^ 
contraded a Fever on the Nerves, which proved 
fatal to her ir^ a fmall Time afterwvds. Her 
Death, however, was not fo fudden, but that fhe 
gave evident Marks of her Repentance for her 
mifpent Life, and her Deflre to make Attone-* 
tnent for it, fo far as was in her Power. Both ia 
her Life-time, and at her Death, Ihe was a Bene- 
fadrefs to the Abbey of G^awe^ where fhede- 
fir'd to be buried, with which dying Rcqucft of ^ 
onelb dear to them' in her Life, the, Niins readily 
comply^. 

Tnis happened in dw Year 1177:, which was 
the xxiv^^ ot the Reign of Htmy IL T^^it; Prince i 
was (extravagantly foiid of her Memory, infomuch . 
that he not only b^ftow'd great Favours on Gcd-^ 
fi^me Abbey, but alfo caufed CrdOles to be fet up 
at every Place where the Body refted, when it 
was carry'd thither from Weodftock. One of thefc 
Qofles, without T^Hkui^e^ was Handing in the 

s Time 
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Time oF Mr. Leeland the Antiquary, with tUt 
Infcription j W 

Qui meat hac oret, fignum falutis adorct 

Utque fjbi detur veniam Rofamunda precctur. j 

But this poor Lady's Aflies were far from raft- 
ing in Quiet; for about fourteen Years after 
herDeceafe, and two Years after the Death of the 
King her Lover, Hugh Bifliop of Lincoln^ in the 
Vifitation of his Diocefs, came to the Abbey at 
Codfiowe, where entering the Church, and per- 
ceiving in the middle of the Choir a Tomb, co- 
vered with a filken Pall, and furrounded with 
Wax Lights, he enquired whofe it was ; and be- 
ing informed that it WBS Rofamond*Sj the Concu- 
bine of the late King, who foi" her Sake had been 
a great Benefaftor to the Place : Take bence^ faid 
he, the Harlot^ and Jmry her without the Churchy 
left the Cbriftian Religion Jhould grow into Contempt ; 
and tbaty thro* this Example^ other Women being 
made afraidi may keep themf elves from fuel} an 
adulterous Ufe asjhe led. 

The Nuns were forc'd to obey, yet they cxeciltcd 
the Bifhop's Command with the utmoft Ten-^ 
dernefs, and wit|i all imaginable Refpedl for their' 
Benefadtrefs, whofeJ8ones they put in a perfumed 
Bag, and having inclofed this Bag in Lead, ^hey 
re-interr'd them in the Chapter-houfe, erecting 
over them a handfome Tomb, adorn'd with Knots 
of Green and Red Rofes interwoven, and in the 
midft of them a Cup, which gave Credit to, and 
perhaps was* the Foundation of the common Story 
of her being poifon'd, to the raifing which Fiftion- ; 
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not impoflible, the Bifhop's Remark about deter- 
ring other Women, might fome Way contribute^ 
On this fecond Tomb was engraven that Epitaph, 
in every Body's Mouth. 

Hie jacet in Tumba, Rofa munda, non Rofa 

munda, 
Non redolet, fed olet, quae redolere folet. 

Thus paraphrafed, father than tranflated, in Stowe^s 
jinnals. 

The Rofe of the U^orU^ hut not the cleane Flown 
Is now here graven^ to whom Beauty was lent^ 
In this Grave full darke now is her Bowre^ 
That by her Life was fweete and redolent \ 
But now thatjhee is from this Life blent ^ 
Though fhee were fweetey now foully dothfheeftinkey 
A Wrrour gaod for all Men that on her thinke. 

One would have thought that now the Relickf 
of this unhappy Woman might have retted un- 
difturbed ; but it happenM otherwife, for at the 
Diffolution of the Abbey at God/iowej the Tomb 
was broke to Pieces, and the Bones fcatter'd a- 
bout, as is alfo remarked by ,Mr. Allen^ in his Pa- 
pers. I know not on what Account this was done, 
but fure if it proceeded from any pretended Spi- 
rit of Religion, it was exceedingly ill placed, 
fince the Manfions of the Dead ought ever to be 
facred, whatever Opinions we entertain of the 
Perfon's Aftions while living. 
. By this famous Lady Rofamond Clifford^ King 
JJknry had feveral Children ; of thefe William the 
Eldeji^ was firnamcd Longfpei or Lopgfwordy who 
B b waa 



^7*> TJ^c Rational Amusement. 
Was Earl of Salifiury^ in Right of his Wife. His 
fccond Soh wafe Oeoffery^ Archdeacon, and after- 
wards Biftiop of Lincoln^ theh Chancellor 6f Ef^- 
land, and laftly Archbiftiop of Tdrk. King iS- 
cbardxht Son and Succeffor of i/^//)^ II. was very 
dutiful to his Mother Queen Ekandr, whom he rc- 
leafed out of Prifon, and yet very kind to Rofa- 
mond\ Children. Jthk, his Bfcrtihfer and Suctefibr, 
fhow'd much Refped: to Rofamond^ syitmory^ and 
for her Sake was kind to the Nunnery of Goi- 
fiome ; but withal he treated the Archbifliop of 
Tork her Son> with great Severity, feizing his 
Lands, and perfecuting him ill iPerfon. So va- 
rious are the Paflions of Princes, atid Fo Uncer- 
tain that Felicity which any Way d^ends upon 
them. 
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BOOK VI. 



L E T T E R L 
THEODORUS to CELADON. 

SHOULD certainly liave writtett 
a Letter of Thanks to yoU) for tte 
Favour of your late Vifit : bat in all 
Probability it \muld have been very 
fhort, as indeed I think all Epiftles 
pf there Civility ought; but you will foon per-- 
Ceive, that this is of another Nature, grounded 
pn the tender Concern you expreffed at the me- 
lancholy Situation in which you found .me, lur» 
rounded by a dying Son, an afflided Wife, and 
a diftracfted Family. I can fafely -fay, that I 
never intended to deceive any Body ; and therefore 
B b 2 I 
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I am unwilling you (hould be a Moment in Suf- 
pcnce, as to the true State of my Mind ; for tho* 
nothing can be more generous than your Pity, 
yet I would not have it flow from a miftaken 
Principle. I am melancholy indeed, but not di- 
jcfted, full of Concern, but not in any Danger of 
finking under my Grief, my Thoughts are truly 
occupied with the Confideration of folemn Ideas, 
yet not to fuch a Degree, as to deprefs my Spi- 
rits, or confound my Underftanding. 

The Wifdom of our Creator appears in no- 
thing more than the intelleftual CEconomy of ra- 
tional Creatures. Our Paflions were certainly in- 
tended to increafe our Happinefs, tho* too often 
they are converted by us into Caufes of Mifery. 
There is no State lefs defireable than that which 
Nature, for this Reafon probably, leaves qot in 
our Power, I mean an abfolute Calm. If in this 
World a Man had nothing to hope or to fear, 
nothing to expeft, or nothing to fhunj in fliort, no 
Objedt of Defire or Terror, I will not fky, that 
he would be miferablei but fure I am, he could not 
be happy ; he would pafs away his Time in a kind 
of Dream, his Senfations would be too faint to 
afford him any real Pleafure. This, Sir, is the 
true Caufe,: why People of weak Minds, and large 
Fortunes, are fo much troubled with the Spleen ; 
having nothing to torment them, they torment 
themfelves, that is, rather than have no Feeling, 
they excite a Combat, between Imagination and 
Reafon, and become adtually miferable, while it is 
in their Power to be more than ordinarily happy. 

It i5 eafy to conceive how Joy, and all the 
Paflions that contribute thereto, refrelli the human 
Mind 'y it is alfo no difficult .Matter to appre- 
hend, how our Studies (tho' painful enough) tend 

alfo 
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alfo to delight as well as improve* us; but ther^ 
feems to be an Abfurdity in faying, that even 
Grief is beneficial, and yet ^he wifeft of Men 
faid, that there was a Time for Sorrow as well as 
Joy, that is, a Time wherein Sorrow is more eli- 
gible than Joy, fitter for Man, and more condu- 
cive to his Good. And this we ought to believe, 
becaufe it is equally impious and abfurd to think, 
that the all- wife and all- merciful Being, to whom 
we owe our Exiftence, and the Conditions on 
which we exift, fliould make any Thing that is 
really evil, abfolutely neceflary to us. It is im- 
poflible to fhun Objedbs which give us Concern, 
and therefore we ought to conclude, that thcfc 
may feme Way be made ufeful, which Conclufion 
will neceflTarily lead us to confider, how they may 
be made fo ; an Enquiry which is not either lo tedi- 
ous or fo intricate as many People imagine. 

The Happinefs of Man is twofold, fuch as he 
is capable of here, and fuch as he may rationally 
hope for hereafter, and a due Refpeft to both is 
the higheft Perfeftion of Prudence and Wifdom 
which in this Life we can attain. If it was 
poffible never to fee any Thing but pleafant Sights, 
we might pafs our Time here happily ©nough, 
provided we could bani(h the Thoughts of 
hereafter ; but inafmuch as a future State is ne- 
ceflTarily to be provided for, it follows, that there 
ought to be certain Objcfts fitted to put us in 
Mind of it. Now what is the Adlion of thefe 
Objefts upon the human Mind, other than what 
we call Grief? It is plain then, that Grief is a* 
greeable to our Nature, and that the Injuries- we 
receive from it, proceed not from the Paflion it- 
felf, but from our fuffering it to hurry us immo- 
derately. We take, Care to break our Horfes for 
Ufe, and our Dogs for Game j and if we would 
B b 3 take 
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take the fame Care to break our Paffions, and 
teach them to obey the Voice and Dilates of 
Reafon, we ihould find no Occafion to complain 
of them ; but if negledling this we become fub- 
jeft to a variety or Inconveniences, we are in 
Fault, and not Nature^ Providence, or the Su- 
preme Being. Alas ! if we would enter in- 
to ourfelvcs, we fliould there find all the Princi- 
pies of our Satisfaftion^ and of our Uneafinefs, 
y^ith the Means of increafmg the one, and of lef- 
Icning the other. 

A rhilofopher and a Man of Pkafure, arc both 
toUiChed at the Sight of a dead, or of a dying 
Friend, yet their Concern is very different ; the 
former confiders the Agonies he fees, as Circum- 
Itanccs attending the PafJ^ge from Body to Spi^ 
rit, and therefore the chief Objedl of hi^ Care is 
about the future State of the Perfon he loves ^ 
the other is frighted at the Agony itfelf, and at 
his Friend's going from jiim, and lofing the 
Senfe of thofe Pleafures which they were wont^ 
to tafle together in this Life, Who fees not that * 
the one is the Concern of a wife and noble Be* 
ingv the other a feminine kind of Pity, which 
deferves rather CompalTion than Applaufe. Rar 
tional Grief a6ls two Ways, with Refped: to the 
Perfon for whom we are griev'd, and with Re* 
gard to ourfelves ; it leads us t6 afford him^ all 
the Succour which lies in our Power, and it in- 
clines us to think gravely and juflly on the Con* 
fequences of our being ourfelves one Day in the^ 
fame Condition. A Grief like this makes a Man 
wifer and better ; we ought therefore to fay of 
fuch a Sorrow, that it fliould be fought rather 
than fhunned. Tears, Shrieks, Swooninga, are 
wfelefs DemQuftrations, not of Grief but of Fright^ 
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a perf and deep Sorrow is ftill and filent*; whatr 
ever is rapid and furious, <rannot either do Good, 
or laft long. 

The affefting Objefts I am daily bound, to fee^ 
muft of Courfe irfcline me to wear a grave Coun- 
tenance, and to have ferious Thoughts^ Thoughts 
t)f another State, and of the Employments of 
Souls therein ; but I fhould think th^t I had made 
a bad Ufe of the many Years I, have lived, if 
there was any Thing very frightful, ghaftly^, or 
terrible in thefe Meditations. It may be, that 
while I had not thefe Objefts before me, I did 
not think fo often on the(e Subje6ls as I ought to 
have done ; perhaps therefore this Malady of my 
Son's is ler\gthened for my Sake, and if it be not, 
there i^ nq Harm in my thinking fg; the Con- 
dition in which I fee him is without Queftion a 
proper Memento, and if I make a right Ufe of 
the Thoyghts it excites, my prefent Melancholy 
will be tlie Caufe of future Comfort ; he that fows 
in Tears (hall reap in Joy. Nay, there wants no.t 
a Degree of Pleafure in the indulging rational 
Grief; but this is a Pleafure rather to be felt tha^i 
defcribed, and a Defcription is the lefs neceffary, 
becaufe in the Courfe of his Life, almoft every hu- 
mane, thinking Man, mnft have been fenfible of 
it, and that more than once. 

There is alfo another great Ufe of fgch Calls 
to Meditation, and that is the giving us ju(l Coq.- 
ccptions of this World, as well as a fort of Prq- 
fped: into the other. We are too apt^ while a|l 
Things round us are ferene and eafy, p thin^ <pf 
nothing beyond the Globe of Earth on which wf 
tread ; we call providing for what is to happen 
twenty Years hence^ Bufinefs of Importance, and 
are ^pt to think our corifidering what may happen 
B b 4 the 
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the next Minute as a melajticholy Meditation. But 
when we are roufed by f uch and fo near Vifitatiom 
as that which is now in my Family, then we are 
conftrained to open our. Eyes, ^nd to fee the Va- 
nity of placing all our Joys in Things of a tranfi- 
tory Worth, which is no Way in our Power, 
cither to preferve or to follow. As therefore we 
are wont to fay, that without certain Seafons of 
Joy, Life would not be worth poffefling, fo when 
we cooly rpfleft, we muft alfo admit, that with- 
out certain Seafons of Sorrow, we ftiould never 
know Life's true Value, 

Thus, Sir, I have fet before you the real State of 
my Condition, by which you will fee that I me- 
rit your Companion, V for which I fhall be always 
grateful. I perceive that you are naturally of a 
ferious Temper, and it may be, need not fuch 
Accidents as at prefent affed me, to ftir in you fuch 
Thoughts as thofe I have mentioned. May your 
Wifdom ^nd Goodnefs long defend you from 
feeling any fuch, and may your I^rudence and 
Courage epable you to bear them patiently, when- 
ever, according to the courfe of Nature, they Ihall 
be prefented to your Eyes. Thcfe Wiflies arc 
agreeable to my Charadber and Condition, and at 
the fame Time fuitable to yours : I perfuade my- 
felf therefore they will be more agreeable to you 
than vain Compliments, a Mode of Writing in- 
vented by fuch as would willingly exprefs what 
they never feel, for which Reafon their Profeffions 
fwell moft when they mean leaft. I conclude 
therefore with the Simplicity of a Friend, that I 
^m truly? conftantly, and zealoufly, 

31?/^r ohidient Servant^ 

THEODORU& 
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L E T T E R II. 
SOPHIA /^"^ ELIZA. 

I Cannot help thinking, my dear Friend, that 
notwithftanding the great Inequality between 
us and Men, in point of Education, yet we are 
not quite fo incapable of Judging as they would 
make us -, and, after revolving Things fome time 
in my Head; I am at laft fully convinced that 
with refpeft to the Points which ufually come be* 
fore us, we decide not only as well, but even bet- 
ter than they. You know that the laft Time we 
dined at your Houfe, your Father aflerted the con- 
trary *, and though Phaon and Celadon declined 
fpeaking on this Subjed, yet it was eafy enough 
to difcern that they alfo were of the old Man*)5 
Opinion. If then they make it a common Caufe, 
why fhould not we ? I therefore affert, that the 
Right of diftding domeftick Affairs is by the 
Law of Nature in us, and that we are perfe<5lly 
qualified for the Exercife of this Dominion. Hear 
then, and ftrengther^ my Reafons, for no doubt, 
whenever we make our Claim, it will be ftrongly 
controverted. 

Thofe who pretend to direfl: our bringing up, 
as well as that of their own Sex, feem to have 
deftined us to that Power which they would after- 
wards difpute. A Girl from her very Infancy is 
put upon thofe Studies which are to employ her 
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all her Life long. While Boys divide theii- Time 
between Grammar and Tau^ two Things equally 
ufeful in\the fuccecding Part of their Days, we ape 
' employed at our Samplers, pr diverting ourfelves 
with our Babied. That is to fay, we learn to work 
with our Needles, ^nd to order Things about a 
Houfe; neither doth this Mode alter as we grow 
up: but if proper Care is . taken of us,, we pafs 
from our Mother's Nurfcry to our own, and from 
imaginary Vifits, to real ones, without fatiguing 
ourfeRes witha variety qf unneceffary Acqwifitioni, 
cm which nujft Men value tbenifclv^:$. I ovjhi 
that Singing and Dancing arc ]p)icre|c§ncie$. even 
in our Education, and I believe tfeat ipf^rn 
Families fuffer in their Eftates, from the too gre^ 
Care of Parents about the ProSciency of thqir 
Daughters in thefe lefs neceffary AccQmpli(hment«. 
And: yet, what are Singing and Dancing to all 
the Drudgery of Schools and Univerfities I 
. I have often heard fame who pafs for great Sa-> 
ges affirm, that fuch as have ftgdied any ^nglc j 
Science, are the raoft perfeft therein, bfcaufe Vth 
verfity naturally induces Diftra^lion, This muft 
be. allowed to us^ that the Bufinefs of a Family, 
Hvben thoroughly performed, takes in the whok 
Circte of our Time, and affords no- room for any 
Thing, except innocent Rela^fations. I cannoc 
help thinking therefore, that we are more Jikely 
fo underftand 4omeftic Policy, than fuch as hav(r 
^wenty other Things to mind, and can therefore 
fpare but a very fmall Proportion of their Time 
;for this Sort .of Study. I do admit that a mere 
Houfewife, likp a mere Scholar, is fit for nothi;ig 
elfe, and will make a Man but a very unfociable 
Companion. But as fome Men of great Appli- 
cation to their refpeftive Profeflions^ have not; 
. . with- 
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vr+thftanding a very polite Behaviour, fo a'Wqmaii 
may make the Government of her Houfe the prin- 
cipal Care^ without fofferipg it to becQme the per- . 
petual Th^npe of her Difcourfe •, neither 4o I think^ . 
it at all neceflary, that to eftablifh a Chara6ter as 
a Manager, her Hufband (hould twice or thrice ^ 
Week hear her fcoldlng the Servants. J mentiort 
this, becaufe it is one of the great Objedtions tQ 
female Government, and our Adverfaries woulci 
fain reprefent it, js a Thing as neceffary to us a^ 
a ftapding Army to the Adminiftration. Bu^ both 
may be Caliimnies for all that, and mere EfFefts . 
©f aDefire to get into other Folks Places. 

The great Argument in a Cafe like this, ought 
to be Experience, and ;hat is wholly on our Side, 
or I am much miftaken. \yherever the Matter 
exceeds his proper Sphere, and pretends to give 
Law to the Cookmaid as well as the Coachman, 
we obferve a great deal of Difcord and Confufion. 
The Servants never know wKat they are doing, 
and the Matter himfelf is feldora pleafed with what 
is done. He is a better Judge when Things arq 
wrong, than of the Met[hod of fetcing them to 
rights J neither does he confider, that entrenching 
on his Wife's Dominion is the ready Way to make 
the reft of the Family defpife them both. But 
where a Woman of tolerable good Senfe is allow- 
' ed to direft her Houfe without Controul, all 
Things go well ; flie prevents even her Hulband's 
Wifhes, the Servants know their Bufinefs, and the 
whole Family live eafy and happy. Every one's 
Memory retains Inttances enough of thefe Truths, 
and therefore I ttiall not enter into any fecret l^if- 
tory, in order to confirm them. 

One Thing I mutt confefs, th^t aq over-bearing 
Woman, who will adl as well Out of the Com- 

pafs 



3^0 The Rational Amusemektt. 

pafs of her Knowledge, as in Things which proper- 
ly belong to her, is an infupportable Evil, and as 
great a Scandal to her own Sex, as fhe can be a 
Plague to the other. My Mother, I remember, 
told me an odd Story of an eminent Divine, who 
undertook to cure, and to marry one of thefe 
Termagants, after Ihe had broke the Hearts of 
two Hufbands. As foon as they were wedded, 
and the Lady broiight Home, the Doftor (hewed 
her his Houfe, and after paflingtthrough feme o- 
ther Rooms, led her into his St;pdy, where flie 
immediately found Fault with the Diftribution of 
his Books ; fhe would have the Folios which flood 
on the lower Shelves, placed at Top, and the o- 
ther Volumes t>eneath them in proportion to their 
Size; all which the honeft Man heard without a 
Word of Anfwer. Some Time after, they de^ 
fcended into the Kitchen, where, ^before the Lady 
bad Time to find Fault, the Doftpr direfted a new 
Regulation of the Pewter ; he would have the 
large Difhes fland underneath, the Icfler above 
them, and the Plates above them all. The Bride 
declared loudly againfl this, andi though it was 
the firfl Day of her Reign, could not avoid tak- 
ing Notice of the Impropriety^ of his meddling 
in the Kitchen. fVl^^ my Dear^ returned the 
Dofl-or calmly, wydireffinghere is exafffy conformable 
to the Change you propdfed to make in my Sttuiy. He 
continued to aft on tnis Plan, and I never heard 
that this Lady got the better of him, though it 
has been fuggefled that her frequent Struggles for 
it, did not a little contribute to her oiit-living 
him, and remaining a Widow after his Deceafe ; 
you wilLeafily apprehend that I mean a Widow 
in fpite of her T^cth. 

It 
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It was with great Concern, dear Eliza^ that I 
perceive our Sex of late begin to exprefs fo much 
Readinefs to relinquifh their Prerogative ; that is, 
in plain Tertns, incline to mind any Thing rather 
than their Families. This will have fatal Confe- 
quences, fuch as I dread to think of or to defcribe. 
Neither can I imagine how fuch a Notion as this 
ever came into the Heads of the Ladies. If they 
fancy that there is any Thing either mean or de- 
fpicable in managing a great Houfe, and many 
Servants; they are certainly miftaken, and in 
order to convince them, one need only obferve to 
them, that they muft take their Choice, either 
to manage dieir Servants, or be managed by them^ 
and' fure Common-Senfe will not allow any body 
to think, the latter Situation preferable to the 
former. If Liberty be the Thing they aim at, 
they certainly miftake the Road, a Woman's 
Freedom confifts in Power, an4 not in a Licenfc 
to gadd about, which is fcandalous even in a Girl, 
and bfefpeaks a Giddinefs of Soul below Com- 
pafTion, when it appears in a more advanced Period 
of Life. 

The fole Method then of palling througji a 
married State with Eafe and Decency, confifts ia 
dividing properly the Affairs of the Family. The 
Conduft of the Eftate, ought furely to be in the 
Mafter. It is his Right, from which if he parts, it 
is an A& of Weaknefs, as it is a wrong Turn of 
Thought, which puts a Wife upon attempting 
to wring any Part of it out of his Hands. The 
Conduft of the Houfe belongs as juftly to the 
Miftrefs, and no Man ought to marry a Woman 
whom he would not truft with the Management 
of fuch Concerns. Do you, Eliza^, who difcharge 
this Duty with fuch Applauie, give to thefe indi- 
gefted Thoughts a better Method, and fortify them 
1 by 
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by ftronger •Reafofi'S. You are to comt hither te- 
1«rard tht End of the Month, and then w^ fhall 
have a new Opportunity of difcuffingth^ Point, 
ind of foiling our Lords and Matters it their 
own Weapons. Adieu, dear Friend ! may Pro- 
vidence be as propitious in it *s Gifts, as I am fin- 
ctre ih tny Wtlhes, and moft truly 

T(mr devoted Servanty 

SOPHIA. 
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L E T T E ti III. 
; PHAON /^ CELADON- 

{Returned iwo Days ago frbiti ff^^wit^Jhifiei 
%and I Gould not allow a longer Refpite th*tf 
this to my Duty, bf^ acquainting you with MThat 
has happened to me tirtce I had the Hon&ur to 
fee you. Yoju know my Father has fome Conioerai 
itt that Country and befides taking Care of them,^ 
I had his Orders to call on an old Acquaintance^ 
who having no Succefs in ^ Trade, fome thirty 
Ytars ago retired, or rather buried himfelf in a 
Kttle Farm of his own it\ that County, whetie he 
has dwelt ever fince, without ftirring ten Miles 
fi;om Home. This Gentleman, as t have heard, 
was a very pleafant, fociable, good-natured Man^ 
but he is noW a perfedl Humourift^ or as the 
Clowns about him fay plainly and truly, jutt/ahd 
honeft, charitable to tlie Poor, and a good Neigh-* 

bour, 
6 
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k)ur, bur withal, a little beflde liisWitis. This 
was the Charafltr pttcifcly given him by anho^ 
neft Farmer, who hves within a Quarter of a 
i^ile of his f!bufe.' Mt. f^, whom )!' vifited 
the next pay, came fully up to 'the Defcription. 
He received^ rtie with a cold CiVifity,'juft alkeA 
me how my Father did, and then inquired whethet 
1 had brought any Account ?/ I anfwered in the 
fsTegative, addifig, that the old 'Gentleman fend- 
ing mfe f6 adjuft Tome Matters with Kis Tenants^, 
had With much concern direded nie to inquire how 
he did. Upon this, he grew better tampered, ob- 
liged me tb pafs the Evening, ^hd take a Bed with 

hto- . ,: 

iThe Singdarityof thisMan^sCifpofitibn, gaVfe 
the a good dea^l of Entertainment. I afk'd hirh 
iiow he diverted hin)felf in the Country ? I take, 
laid he, no .0iverfion at all, and yet I don't la- 
bour neither, for I change rtly Wofk when I be-' 
gin to be iveary, and in variety of Employments, 
I find Reft. Ithenvalked what News there was^ 
ril tell you, Sir,*faid he fmiling, the laft Paper 
I read, Charles, %ll. of Sweden was juft returned 
from T-urkty^ into his Dominions^ and from th^ 
Time to this,' I tnbw nothing of Domeftick or 
Foreign Aff^ii^. But fure, continued I, you 
read feme other kind of Books. Yes, reply'd 
he, I am a ptetty good Scholar. I have read over 
ttie Bible fix Times, the Whole Duty of Man 
as often. Which, with Bifhop PFilkins's Sermons, 
Compofe my Library. He fhewed me his Garden 
in very good Order, though dreflfed by no other 
Hands than his 6wn. He conduced me at Night 
to a very neat Apartment, where every Thing 
'was plain, but perfeftly in Order ; then he retired 
to his own Chamber, when in the midfl: of the 
' Night, 
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Kight, I heard him pray very devoutly, and fftg 
in a low Voice, either a Pfalm or Hymn. I for- 
got to tell you we fupp'd on a cold Chicken, good- 
Butter, and excellent Cheefe, but without feeing 
any Creature but himfelf. In the Morning I rofe 
early, drank a Glafs of Sack, eat a Bit of Toaft, 
and took my Leave. 

Since this Interview, I have fometimes turned 
my Thoushts on this Species of Unaccountables, 
ftiled Humpuriftsj and am veiy willing to prefent 
you with the Fruit of my Obferyations. It 
feems to me, that as Apoplexies and other £)if- 
tempers prejudice the Memory, or the Judgment, 
and too frequently both; fo in fome Conftitutions 
mental Diforders may do as much Milchief as 
bodily Infirmities in others. I am very fenfible of 
the Obfcurity of what I have advanced, and 1 
will therefore endeavour to elucidate it as far as I 
am able. In the firft Place then I fay, there are 
mental as well as col-poral Difeafes, by which I 
mean, that the Frame of Man is alike liable to 
be difordered from Caufes which affeft the Mind, 
and the Body. Sorrow will turn the Hair grey, 
in fome Cafes in the Space of a Night. Joy has 
killed many upon the Spot, and fo has Anger. 
Thefe are Proofs that Diforders of the Mind 
work upon the Body, and I take it for granted 
(becaufc every Day's Experience fhews it) that 
bodily Indifpofitions frequently obftrufl: the O- 
perations of the Soul. I fay next, that Melan* 
choly, which is nothing more than thinking in- 
tenfely on difagreeable Subjedls, hath fuch an 
Effed: on the animal Spirits, as produces that 
Kind of partial Madnefs which appears in fuch as 
we ufually ftile Humourijts. I open this to you, 
purely as my own Conjecture, on which I Ihould 

be 



be gliad to have your Sentiments, who I know 
have fong ftudied human Nature, and, if yoq 
can difpenfe with the Phrafe, are much better 
VerftxJ in^ the AnatCmy of the Mind than I. My 
frtiall Experience hath convinced me, that allNo- 
tiohs on this Subject are worth examining, and 
therefore I am the bolder (whatevdr its DeficieAi- 
ipes may be) in pfbpofirig mine. 

There is one Thing which has ftrortgly con* 
6rmert rile in the Belief of what I have advanc'd^ 
and it is this ^ the only Method hitherto difcaver'd 
jpf curing this Difbrder, arid bringing' thefe Men 
to their right Senfesy is, by a proper Diet, draw- 
ing them to take a Share in Diverfions, feeding 
their 'Eyes with pleafant Spectacles, and delighr- 
,ihg their Ears with Agreeable Sounds, which lead's 
riie to apprehend, that by Degrees the lofi Habits 
of the Animal Spirits are reftor*d,- and thofe Sen- 
fations return, the Interruption of which pro- 
ducedthe Diftemper of which we have been /peak- 
ing. Befides, this Account gives us a very plau- 
lible Reafon for that Difficulty, which is always 
found in effefting this Cur^ j becaufe without 
Queftion the bringing the animal Spirits to adt 
as they were wont, is a Matter not \^ery eafy, as we 
know, that where Lim'bsare humb'd. Juices of a 
rnucih grofler Texture do not readily find their 
old Channels. If, after all, youdifcover an un- 
ufual'Darknefs in what I offer to your Confidera- 
tion,. yx>u ojught in fome Meafure to attribute it 
to tlie'Sabjeft I have attempted. There is no- 
thing clearer than that the Soul and Body are uni- 
ted, nor any rhing fo perplexed, and obfcure, as 
all the Accounts hitherto given of that Union. 
TChis however ought to comfort us, that we arc 
uire it cannot4ong remain a Secret ; our Souls 
C c will 
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will fhortly efcape out of our Bodies, and thea 
this, with along Train of other important Truths, 
will appear in the cleareft Light. 

Thefe Speculations are interrupted hy my re- 
ceiving from a Friend in Warwick/hire^ a Letter 
with the following Effay, or whatever clfe you 
pleaie to call it, enclofed. He alTures me it was 
written by this Mr. ^efty^ and came to his Hands 
from a Gentlewoman who found it in an Arboui* 
in his Gardeq, where Ihe went to pick fome 
Marygolds. You muft know, that without be- 
ing a civil, he is a very kind Neighbour •, that ii 
to fay, he rcfufes nothing, tho* he never part* 
with a Compliment, and is the mod benefi- 
cent Creature living, tho* he looks four, and 
%N\\\ hardly make you a Bow. I perfuade myfelf 
that what I fend you of his, will in fome Meafurc 
make you Amends for all this Impertinence of 
my own, which I fhall conclude with a Maxim 
taugh me by Experience, and therefore very like-* 
ly to be true, viz. Thai there is no Senfe more/ub^ 
lime than that of Mad Men^ as there is no Mad* 
nefs fo extravagant^ as the Madnefs of Men of 
'Senfe. In order to fhew you, that notwithftand- 
ing this Letter, I am ftill perfcdtly in my Wits ; I 
heed only add, that I am fincercly your Friend^ 
snd moft unfeignedly 

Tour ohediini bumik Servant^ 

PHAON. 



Th^ 
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The Legend of 

POVERTY. 

A Merchant of tolerable good Scnfe, not al- 
together unimproved by Education, found, 
in Spite of all the Care he could take, his Affairs 
in fuch a Situation as rendered it neceffary for 
him to quit a kind of Life, ivhich he was fo little 
qualified to lead, and to ftrike out fomc better 
Way of employing the fmall Refidue 6f his Effe<5h. 
Such Confiderations have commonly a ftrongEffeft 
on the Imagination, fo as to \fill it with gloomy 
Ideas, and even to prejudice the intelleftual Fa- 
culties themfclves. Such was the Cafe of this di« 
ftreffed Trader, who having unfuccefsfully weari- 
ed himfelf in feeking to efcape from a Labyrinth 
of Thought, at laft funk, without perceiving it^, 
into a profound Sleep; Nature affording that Re- 
medy which he wanted both the Will and the 
Power to apply. 

His Eyes .were fcarce clofed, when, to his ftill 
waking Mind, the Image of a robuft Woman, 
above the common Size prefented itfelf ; (he was 
dreflfed in a homc^fpun Stuff, and tho* her Head- 
Attire wa^ far from being fine, yet it was ex^ 
tremely White, and very agreeably difpofed ; the 
reft of her Garb was fuitable, and her Air had 
fomething in it frank and noble, tho' nothing 
that feemed to flow from the Boarding School ; a 
tnodeft Chearfulncfs (hone in her Countenance, and 
C q 2 altogether 
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altogether fhc looked like fome Perfon of Diftin- 
ftion, cloathed after a ruftic Manner. The 
Merchant, whofif Thoughts even in his Sleep, ran 
on the Situation he was in, faw this Phantom 
with Surprize, and haftily demanded who (he 
was, and how (he came to trefpafs upon his Pri- 
vacy. . , 

At this the Dame- feen>*l to^fmile, and after 
a low Reverence proceeded thus. My Name is 
P0VERT2 y A(x not be ftartkd, your being 
afraid is the only Thing can make me hurt you ; 
calm your T houghts, recoiled yow Spirits^ and 
when you are cool enough to hear me I will go 
pD. Having faid this, Ihe paufed a- while, and 
then rcfumed her Difcourfc. My Parents, faid 
(he, were CHANCE and INDISCRE- 
TlOJf'r they made a Match almoft without 
thinking of it, and tho' my Mother went her 
full Tirtie^ I came into the World when I was 
little expedted ; Ihe had been rharry'd more thaa 
once before > and, I have a great many Sifters by 
di&rent Fathers, and moft of them have made 
their Hufbands very unhappy. This doubtkft 
you have heard, and therefore, not without Rea^ 
fon, feem confounded at the Sight of me ; but 
have Patience, you are the Perfon I have chofcn . 
for my Spoufe, there' is no being rid of me ; and 
yet if you will take my Advipe, we may live to- 
gether happily enough. 

The poor Man figh'd, but could not Ipeak ; he 
contented himfelf with bowing, "and beckoning 
to her to proceed. Moft of my Sifters, continued 
fhe, have never been able to gain the Love of. 
their Hufbands ; they converfed with . them as it. 
were by Force, and the Confequence of fuch tm- 
toward Embraces ha>th '\n moft of them been the 
\ , bringing 
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bringing into the World a Boy black as a Negro, 
calkd SfiJMEy alike jiated by Father and Mo- 
ther, and yet fticking fo clofe to them, as never to 
be difownedy 

A few of my elder Sifters have been mbfe 
happy ; fome of them have matched with Country 
eicTgymen, fettled for the moft part ekher in 
Wales^ or in the Norths and the Men being dif- 
creet, they have liv'd in Peace and Comfort; 
moft pf their Iffue have been Females, fuch as 
TEMPERANCE, FRVGALirr, and 
P IE%T\ with thefe Maids, when they grew up 
to Maturity, their Parents pafled their Time very 
agreeably, returning the World's Favours in kind, 
and pitying, with good Reafon, fuch as pitied 
them. 

Others have married Soldiers, and had no Rea- 
fon to repent their Choice ; you muft have heard 
of FORTITUDE, the Son of one of my Sir 
■fters by a Martial Spoufc. It has bqen often re- 
marked, that the greatcft Heroes have been befl? 
fatisfied with Ladies ot our Family ; and if I am 
rightly informed, you may read in fome Greek 
and Latin Authors of fcveral Men of great Diftin* 
ftion, who would not be divorced from us when 
they might ; and, if I miftake not, Epaminondas 
and Cincinnatus were of that Number. 

By this Time I hope you are convinced, that 
being joined to me wili not neceflarily render 
you miferable; but I (hall go farther ftill, and 
fliew you, that tho* I have no, Fortune to brag 
of, yet the Pofleflion of me is attended with 
fome BlefDngs ; for Inftance, from the Moment 
we are united, you will fee no Flatterers ; a Look 
of mine obliges a falfe Friend to unmalk him- 
felf, and doubles the Tendernefs of him who is 
C c 3 reaUy 
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really fo. Idle Vifiters and Goffips alfb very rare* 
ly come where I am ; fo that if I bring you no 
good Company, I ihall at leaft keep you from 
the Plague of bad, which, the Corruption of the 
prefent Age conlidercd, is of no fmall Confc- 
^uence. 

I am a great Enemy to Luxury, and very fond 
of Exercile; for which Reafon, HEALTH^ 
whofe Company is fo defirable, fhews Herfelf at all 
Times more ready to vifit me, than Ladies who 
make a much better Figure. I can alfoboaft that 
Quiet is my conftant Companion, and that there 
are very few Vices able to live under the fame 
Roof. The moft troublefome, and perhaps 
you will think it ftrange, is PRIDE^ but Ihe is an 
infinuating Huffy, and never wants fome Art or 
other of recommending herfelf in Cottages as 
well as Courts; when (he pefters me too much, I 
have no Remedy but liftening a little to RU- 
MOURj for no fooner do I hear what other Peo- 
ple fay of me, than prefently I refume my Wits. 

You have a little Freehold in fVarwickJhire ; Jet 
us go down together, nriake it your Study to re- 
member j/our Condition, and that Experience has 
convinced you, your Parts are not of a kind to 
make it better, tho' it may eafily be made worfe. 
Yourlncome, tho' fmall, will keep NE CESSITT 
at the Door, if you yourfelf are not imprudent 
enough to let her in. Labour will fupply many 
Wants, and at the fame Time divert Care ; he 
can never think himfelf a Slave who has no Ma- 
{itVr or believe any Office beneath him which 
Kature requires; you muft fhun Company, be- 
caufe you cannot entertain them ; the ill judging 
Wold will call this Spieen,,but your own right 
judging Heart will acquit you. Accuftom your- 
felf to go often to thit Tribunal, and hcver dif- 
! - put^^ 
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ffure its Decrees. Time, which leffcns all Evils, 
will make the Pains of which you are apprehend- 
five become Pleafures. In the Courfe of a fe\y 
Years I fliall render you fo many Services, yoq 
will begin to love me. I am fo thoroughly per- 
fuaded of this, that I will venture to felicitate yon 
on your Nuptials ; for know, my dear Spoufe, that 
Providence matches for the beft, and that Men 
commonly owe their Miferics to a vatn prefering 
their own Choice. 

At thefe Words the decay*d Trader ftarted 
from his Scat, and ftretching out his Hand with 
great Alacrity, the fuddcn Motion wak'd him; 
ne recolledled, he confidered his Dream, and 
having bowed himfelf in humble Thankfulnefi 
before his Maker, he readily embpaced that State 
of Life which alone was left him, fully perfqad- 
cd, that a virtuous Poverty might afford as much^ 
• Happinefs as the moflt elevated Condition,^ and 
^hat Content with a little, might prove as agree*^ 
able to hin) as Riches to others. 



. ^ 1, E T T E R IV. 

FLORIMOND H CELADON. 

ON tny Return from London^ I was informed 
of your kind Vifit, and> of the earneft De» 
lire you exprefled of hearing from me as foon as 
poffible. I take therefore this Opportunity of in- 
forming you, that J took up my Refidence while 
}n Town w^th Hippolytus. He is, I think, growri 
Ijaycr, and much more converfable than former* 
C c ^, \ly 
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ly ; and, which) in my Judgment, is ftill mote 
extraordinary, his Lady fcems to have taken! up 
that part of his Temper which he has- laid afidc. 
Jnftead of the giddy Creature you and I remem- 
ber her, fhe is become one of the graveft Ladies 
|n the City; ihe is falkn exadiy into her Hus^ 
band's Maxims with Refpcd to OEconomy, eic* 
tremely rigid to her Servants as to their Beha.- 
.viour, and at the fame Time more attentive to 
their Welfare than themfelves. I confefs to you^ 
f, was quite aftontihtd at the Change, and much 
more fo at the Decorum obferved in the Family^ 
1 verily believe the Courts of fome Princes arc 
pot near fo regular, or tbenifelves fo well attend? 
pd. 

After paying all this Refpeft to our Friends, 
let me without Ceremony give you an Accouiit of 
^n Evening's Converfation with Hippolytus. He 
had communicated to me a very curious Letter. 
from China^ and took Occafipn ftom thence to 
advance -what 1 thought very extraordinary Da- 
ftrine, that Men were, generally fpeaking, equal 
' in all Refpefts among themfelves, and that the 
Almighty had made little or no DiftiniStioirra- 
mongft the feveral Nations of the World, what- 
ever the Vanity of fome Men might tempt them 
to fuggeft. He grounded his Sentiment on that 
equal Relation in which all Men Hand to their 
Creator, and the Improbability there was, that a 
Being wife and good, fhould deal more or Ijefs, fa- 
vourably with any of his Creatures; whereas con^ 
fidering this Notion as flowing from the 'Frailty 
of human Nature, nothing could appear to be 
more fairly accounted for. 

Upon this 1 took t,he Liberty of reprefenting 

to him, that tho' nothing was more laudable than 

, enter- 
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entertaining exalted and magnificent Ideas of the 
Supreme Being ; yet there was at the fame Time 
nothing more unfafe, than to pretend to defert his 
revealed Will, in order to fet up our own Con- 
jcftures in its Stead. That this was a Liberty we 
durft not take with human I^aws, which conftrain- 
• cd us to fubmit to a certain Conftitution, chofen 
for us, and did not allow us to ftrike out into fuch 
Ways of Living as beft pleafed ourfelves. That 
after all, human Reafon could find nothing amifs 
in thofe Diftindions, which we were taught to 
believe God had made amongft Men. That in 
the beginning, while all were alike obedient to his 
Laws, alike he confidered alj^ but in procefs of 
Time, according to their Conduft, he rrjcdted 
Ibme and regarded others. That this Notion 
was agreeable to Experience, and to the general 
Rule obferved by his Providence, which annexes 
Rewards to good Adtions, and Punifliments to 
fuch as are bad. . 

Hippolytus took fome Pains to convince me, that 
I had miftaken his Meaning. I affert no more, 
faid he, than that God has given to all his Crea- 
tures the Means of being happy. It appears to 
me, that all the Countries on the Globe have 
their Conveniencies and their Inconveniencies, 
That amongft all Nations, there are fome Fools 
and fome Wife, and that fome Things which are 
cfteemed, or which may be in Faft great Bleffings 
to fome Countries, might not be fo in others. 
To make myfelf as intelligible as I can, continued 
he, I will give you an Inftance, I think, that the 
Chinefe Literature ferves all the Purpoles of that 
Nation better than if they received, and even 
attained Perfeftion, in the Sciences moft in Efteem 
WUhus. 

Tp 



394 The RAtioiTAt Amusemen*; 

To this I replied ; that I was glad to fee I had 
driven him from one of his fceptical Ports ; but I 
told him, I could not reft fatisfied with that^ 
while he ftill continued to maintain Notions every 
Way as repugnant to right Reafon. I obferved 
to him, that the Reafon of Things was the 
fame in all Ages, and in all Countries ; That as 
to Science, it ought to be diftinguilhed into what 
was properly, and what was falfely fo called. 
The former I took upon me to prove never va- 
ried, as I inftanced to him in the Mathematical 
Writings of the Ancients, which were now as 
much efteemed, and as readily affented to, as 
when they were written. But as to falfe Sciences, 
fuch as Aftrology, Augury, and natural Magick, 
as they were in reality nothing better than Fidlidns, 
fo they appeared fometimes in one Form, fomc- 
times in another* That befides thefe, there was 
a mixed Kind of Science, partly true, and partly 
falfe, becaufe built on different Foundations, viz. 
Conjedlure and Experiment, which Kind was 
capable of continual Improvement, as Men were 
able to depend lefs upon Opinion, and more upon 
Fa6ts. So that to affert Men had equal Degrees 
of Knowledge, with Refpeft to their Neceffities, 
Vas falfe, fince the prefent Inhabitants of Greece 
knew not how to build fuch Edifices as had been 
crefted by their Predeceffors, nor even how to re- 
pair the Ruins of fuch as were left ; and yet the 
Soil and Climate remained the fame, and confc* 
quently their Neccflities alike. 

As to the Literature of Cbina^ I obferved that 
hitherto we have very indiftinft Accounts of it ; 
but that however, this was certain, the wifeft and 
moft learned of the Chinefe^ preferred our Knowr 
ledge to their own> and took a great deal oC Pains 
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to acquire it 5 if therefore their natural Abilities 
were fo great, they plainly decided the Queftioti 
^ainft hinij fince the moft knowing of them be- 
came Difciplcs to the Jefuits\ that as to their 
Government, their Arts, their Manufaftures, I 
did not difpute they might be more convenient 
for them than ours would be, but that this did not 
-flow from any. occult Caufe, as he feemed to fug- 
geft, but from one very apparent, viz. becaufe 
they had adapted all thefe to the Nature of their 
Country, and their own Difpofitions, On the 
whole therefore, the only Inference that could be 
drawn from this was, that wife Men in alt Coun- 
tries aded according to their different Lights. 
• Hippolytus fmUed at my Manner of reafoning. 
You have found out, faid he. Arguments to juf- 
tify that Sentiment which I would have exprefled, 
for not being ufed to fuch philofophical De- 
ductions, r did not attend to all the Confe- 
quences which might be drawn from my Man- 
ner of delivering my Thoughts. I perceive 
that we agree pretty well in the main, and there- 
fore let us no longer difpute. We are both fatis- 
fied that our Creator is wife and good, and that 
iie has left none of the human Race Reafon to 
complain. This Point fettled, take the Paper 
you like fo well into the Country, and let us go 
iown to Supper ; I hate all Controverfies from 
whence no Profit is to be drawn. 

I muft own to you freely. Celadon^ that upon 
qonfidering this Matter more attentively, I begin 
to doubt whether the Matter be fo clear as 1 at 
jirft apprehended. There are certainly many 
Things out of the reach of human Underftanding, 
^nd thpfe perhaps are the leaft knowing, who en- 
jert^n the feweft Jealoufies of their own Know- 
' " . ledge. 
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Jcdgc, We have juft Faculties fufficient to msiage 
properly our own narrow Affairs^ but when wc 
pretend to extend tbefe beyond their neural 
Bounds, or fooliflily offer to grafp at univetfal 

. Science, we only difcover our own Weaknefs, and 
like Men who venture to Sea in a Wherry, dif- 
cern our Folly by our Danger, and then poll 
round, in order to gain the Shore. Sometinie or 
other, however, this thirft of Knowkdge will ccf- 
taialy be gratified, for we have no irregular De- 
fines implanted in us by Nature ; 4)ut the Irregu- 
larities we difcern are the Effofts of our M}fappli- 
<:ations. How wifely then, in that Scheme whkh 
God has given us of his Will, are moral Duties 
r ic> much nK)re warmly prefifed, than fpecul^ive 
Confiderations ! While we are here, A6Uon is 
more our Bufinefs than thinking, though we vm^ 
certainly indulge this too, fo it be not to the Pre- 
judice of th^t. But I am again entering into the 
l^abyrinth, and that I may not weary you and 
myfelf wfeh my Endeavours to get out, I will 
conclude this Letter with a Ifaort Account of the 
Paper inclofed. 

It was written to our Friend, according to its 
Date, by a Gentleman wJio has been in the Eafi- 

^ InHa Company's Service thirty Years. It con- 
tains no more than a naked Narrarion of Fa£ts, 

, which as they are new and curious, mvift be allows 
ed to be entertaining. For my own Part, I am 
always better pleafed with Accounts delivered to 
me in this plain Way, than with any of thofe 
pompous Relations which charm the reft of the 
World. For the fame Reafon I diflike an unnecef- . 
fary Train of Compliments, which feem to me an 
Equipage that does by no means befpeak Friend* 

ihip; 
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IMp : fince then this is my Opinion, judge of my 
Sincerity by chisunpoli^ Conclufion. / 

jM/baBevit be as much Toursy ] 
As I am n^ own. 
' FLORIMOND. 



E XT R A C T 

JOT A 

LETTER from CHINA. 

Canton^ 0£i. i. lyiS. 

I, N lay kftj 1 ^V» you the bcft Account I could^ 
I of the Government of this Country, in which 
if I give you kfs Sa|i(rfa£l:ion> by i^eep^ng dofe to 
comnnon Occurrences. ^ -pt of this^ I dare-aflurc! ] 
yojLi, that I: wrojce npthing but what was exa€i:iy r 
true, and made not the leaft Ufe of that Privilege 
which Cuftom ^'comnion; Speech extend to 
Travellers, and which has beea but too mudh 
ppaftifed by the Travellers into tWs Country '\tx 
pajrticular. I am now, accordiiog-t^my Promife^ \ 
tc^ ^ve you the beft Idlear I can pf the Ruler of 
this great Empir<e,^ which that I oaight the bet-«^ 
ter do, I applied my felf ta fome of the Court, - 
whoai I hay«( fovusui very £ai&hfi4 90d«hoaeft if| 

other 
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other Matters, where they might have found thcJr ' 
Account in cheating me ; and therefore I cannot 
fufpeft their Veracity in Points where, to fpeak 
Truth, would do them Credit, and to deceive 
me would do them no Good. 

The Name of the reigning Emperor is ICamh\ 
the Grandfon of that Tartar Conqueror, who 
fubduedCA/w, He is now in his grand Climafte- 
rick, and has reigned about fifty Years. As to 
his Pcrfon, he is tali, well made and aftive. His 
Face is long, his Eyes quick and piercings and his 
Aipeft full rather of Severity than M^efty ; many 
of the Miffionaries has given out, that he is a 
Chriftian in his Heart, for which however, there 
is not much Foundation. He outwardly favours 
the Superftition of the Bonzes -^ but thofe who 
have converfed with him in' private, affirm tha^ 
he is in redity a Deift, and entertains a high Con* 
tempt of the Idolatry he^ tolerates.^ It is not how- 
ever improbable that he might by this Time have 
been a Chriftian, if any but the Miffionaries had 
difcourfed with him on religious Subjefts, but the 
Zeal of fome of thefe for fuperftitious Ceremonies,*^ 
hath fo ftrongly prejudiced him againft revealed 
Religion, that he has no more Refped for them 
than his own Priefts. H# is jealous of being im- 
pofed upon, and he gives more Credit to his own 
Judgment than theirs. i 

This Monarch hath all the Pride and Haughti* 
ne(s of the j^dtk Princes, keeps fteadiiy to the 
old Forms, not only in his Management of the 
Government, but in that alfo of his private Af> 
fairs, and the Concerns of his Palace. His ruling 
Paffion is a ftrong Thirft of Knowledge, and yet 
even this will not allow him to prefer Truth to 
^rtain vain Conceit^ which have been long enter- 
tained 
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talned by his Predecellbrs. For Inftance, it is a 
received Opinion amongft the Cbinefe^ that their 
Country is the Centre of the World, and that it 
comprehends a great Part of the habitabte Earth. 
The Jefuits^ with whom the Emperor often confers 
on Subje<5i:s of Learning, took a great deal of 
iPains to fatisfy him of the Falfchood of both thcfe 
Pofitions. But in vain, the Emperor remains 
^ed in his Opinion, and a learned Italian Father, 
who drew a Map of the World by the Emperor's 
Direftion, thought proper to comply with his Iik 
flrudions, and to place China where he would 
have him. 

The more intelligent Chinefe readily own that 
thefe Notions are abfurd, and they aflert that 
nobody knows this better than the Emperor, but 
that he pretends the contrary for two Reafons. 
Firft, becaufe he thinks the old Opinion very agree- 
able to the People, and that therefore it would be 
dangerous to fubvert it. Secondly, he is relbived 
to Ihew that he is obeyed by the Jefuits, and that 
they cannot govern him as they pretend they have, 
governed other Princes. However this be^ Icaa 
aflure you, that after having viewed a Pair of fine 
Globes that were brought over in our Ship, and 
which far exceeded any that were in his Polftffion, 
he refufed to pUrchafe them, becaufe Chim did 
not ftand in the Centre, and made but a very 
fmall Figure in Comparifon of the reft of the 
World. I am, however, fince informed, that 
(hefe Globes were privately bought for the Em- 
peror, and are now in the Royal Palace at 
Pekin. 

Among other Inftances of his Curiofity, there 
happened lately one which was whimfical enough \ 
^e had a Mind to knpw what it was to bedrun^ 

and. 
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and for that Realbn ordered a NobFemart, %f^ ifi 
they are called here, a Mandarin, who had a very 
ftrong Head, to fit down and drink, with himi 
The Liquor they chofe was Canary ; and ir> the 
Space of a couple of Hours, the Enlperor gre^ir 
dead drunk, and fell faft afleep. When tijc 
Mandarin^ who continued fober, faw this, he re- 
tired out of the Room, and fent for feme of the 
Chiefs of the Eunuchs, to whoni he addrefled 
himfclf in Words to this purpofe. "My Friends, 
*• whatever a Monarch does, is no light Nfetter. Our 
*^ Mafter fcemsbuttoowdi pleafed with the Juiceof 
^' the Grape ; he commended it at every Glafs, and 
*' expreffcd himfelf in Raptures, when he had well 
^' nigh got his Dofe. Confider with yOurfeJves, 
^' that if he is already capricious, and fomewhat ad- 
*' didled to Cruelty, how infupportable he will 
** grow, if once he becomes a Drunkard. Take 
•' my Advice therefore, load me inftantly with 
•' Chains, and thruft me into a Dungeon. When 
*' the Emperor wakes, and enquires for hie, tell him 
*' it was done by his Order, and leave the reft to 
♦* me." The Eunuchs approved this Scheme, and 
inftantly pur it in Execution. 

As foon as the Emperor came to himfelf, ari4 
perceiv'd he was alone, he enquired for the Man* 
darin ; and being told that he was in a Dungeon 
loaded with Irons, and that they had fent for an 
Executioner to put him to Death by his Majefty's 
Orders ; he was amazed, and began to refleft 
within himfelf, what it was that had thus pro- 
voked him. Being able to recblledt nothing, he 
gave Directions, that the Mandarin fhould be fent 
for, who came into his Prefence with Irons on 
his Hands and Feet, and with a dejefted Counte- 
nance throwing himfelf at the Emperor's Feet, re- 

quefted 



The Rational A'muse.ment. 40t 

^Ueftfed that he might at leaft know his Offence ; 
upon this his Irons were taken off, and the Com- 
pany withdrawing, the Emperor told him plain- 
ly, that lie remembered nothing of the Matter, 
-but that his Head ached extremely, and that how 
well foever he liked the Tafie of the^Wine, he 
'would tiever drink above three Glafles a Day of a 
Liquor prejudicial alike to the Mind, and- to the 
IBody ; which Refolutiori he has ever fince main-^ 
rained, and may therefore boaft pf having once 
been ha:ppily deceived. • ^ 

This Prince is very curious as to European 
Manufaftufe^ of all ' kinds, efpecially * Veflels of 
Brafs and Copper ; whenever any of thefe of a 
new invention are brought hither, he iemploys 
fome of his own Workmen to imitate them, and 
then fhewing their Performances to the Miffiona- 
ries, he afks them very gravely, if they have any 
iuch Things in E^urppe. Never certainly \vlis 
there any Prince more jealous of the Honour, or 
more ftudious forthe Intcrefts of hisSubjefts than. 
he i for which Reafon the Grandees are extreme*- 
ly devoted to him, tho' he has fome Qualities which 
areunprincely enough, efpecially Covetoufnefs', for 
which however he fails not to make Excufes, as 
ht is too penetrating not to diftinguifh his own 
Faults, as well as thofe of others. He fays, that 
.he is at vaft Expences for the Good of his Sub- 
je<9:s, pf which they know nothing; and therefore 
he muft take Ways they are unacquainted with, 
tofupplyhis Coffers. This he ufually does by 
borrowing^ or fining for fome flight Offence, any 
of his Officers who have the Reputation of being 
very rich; for, fays the Monarch, by this Means 
I difcourage Extortion, and at the fame Time 
cake nothing but what is juftly my own. 

D d He 
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He is alfo much given to .Women, of whoiil 
he has feveral Hundreds, arjd upwards of threc- 
fcore Sons and Daughters ; yet hitherto he has de- 
clined naming his Succeffor, alledging, that it is 
Time enough ,to lie down, when one caa no lon- 
ger fit up. He is far from being indolent, nor is 
Jhe quite fo obftinate as he is commonly reputed^ 
but being a great t^olitician, he affefts to dif- 
^uife his Sentiment^ ; and thofe who are well ac- 
quainted with the Temper of his Subjedts, can- 
not but admit that he has fome Degree of Rea- 
fon. In a Word, he has more Virtues than raoft, 
and at leaft as few Vices as any, Perfon of Diftin- 
ftion in that Country. I believe I fhall write 
to you no more from hence, expeding every Day 
to depart, 6?r. 



LETTER V. 
THEODORUS /^ FLORIMOND. 

I Received Yefterday, my dear Friend, your 
kind Letter, and underftanding from my Son 
that he has written yirhat little News we have here 
to his Sifter, I will, without Ceremony, apply my 
felf to anfwer, as well as I am able, the (^eftion 
you propofed. It is a Point I have oftcjfi confi- 
dered, and therefore I hope I (hall give you fomc 
Satisfaftion. Whether I do or do not, I expeft 
you will tell me freely ; for the great End of all 
thefe Enquiries is Truth, which is a Thing facred 
in its Nature, 'and ought never to be facrificed to 
Complaifance. Your Qucftion runs thus, IVIh^ 

art 



4 We the Natures^ dnd ifihat fk^ proper Bouhds of Cre- 
1 idulity and Incredulity, and how^are they to be avoid- 
I td? I i?^ill confider this Queftion juft as it li«s; 
f that is to fay, I will fpeak firft of the Qualities 
ypu tnentiofli and then of the Means of guarding . 
againftthem. 

Gredulity is, in few Words, believing too readi- 
ly i and this we may do either in Refpedr.to the 
*]rhiii(gi believed, when we credit what we may 
kBOw to be falfe, by the Ufe pf our Reafpn ; or 
in Refpeft to ^ the Teftimony, when we credit a 
Witmefs;, to whom flridtly fpeaking, no Credit 
IS due *, or when one might have better Teftimony 
if one fought it. I beg Leave to give you fome 
few IjiftanceSj in order to make my Dpfinitionj 
clear* We have heard of a certain PWlofopher 
who aijerted, that there was no fuch Thing as 
Motion : Now either to have received the, Opinion, 
or ev€n to have entertained a Doubt ^whether it 
inight be true, had been an A6t of Credulity ; 
becaufe if we know any Thing, we know this to 
be falfc. If a common Fellow reports a Thing, 
of whicji therjB is juft Grounds to believe he is no 
comp^telit Judge, I am not bound to believe him, 
tho' I have aji Opinion of his Honefty ; neither 
p^^ht I to credit a Witnefs of a better Reputation, 
^ lar as to raife any Syftem upon his Experiments, 
if l^NHiay conveniently make them myfelf. Many 
Jiave/'^ffirmed, that hot Water will freeze much 
fooner than cold, . and have pretended to aftiga 
Reafons for it 5 but whoever will carefully ihakc 
the Experiment, cannot avoid difcovering that it 
\% a Falfity : and therefore had he attempted to 
reiaibn on this Subjed, without making the Ex- 
periment, h^ might have been juftly condemned 
for Credulity 5 becaufe it is Madnefs to enquire 
D d 2 why 
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why a Thing is fo, till we are fatisfied (b it li* 
Thus I think I have given a clear Account of - ^ 
the Nature and Caufes of Credulity, which is I 1 
iticlf one great Source of Ignorance. 

As to Incredulity, it is the oppofite Vice to 
the former, and no lefs a Vice than it. To be- 
lieve Things without Reafon, or without Evidence, 
is a Fault ; and it is a Fdult likewife to difpute, 
or which is the fame Things not to admit the 
Teftimony of Reafon and Evidence. He is juft- 
ly ftiled incredulous who refufes to believe, bc- 
caufe he does not abfolutely comprehend. It* is 
not neceffary, that a Thing (hould be obvious to 
my Reafon, in order to be true ; it is fufficient 
that it is not repugnant. For inftance, a Maa 
born in a Climate where Snow and Froft is ncvet 
feen, cannot well conceive a feathered Rain, or a 
River with Coaches upon it; but (hould he deny 
the Poffibility of fuch a Thing, he would deceive 
himfclf, and be defervedly laugh*d at.- He is 
likewife incredulous, who refufes to believe a com- 
petent Witnefs, becaufc he teftifies fomewhat he 
would not willingly have true. Thus, for Fear of 
admitting the ridiculous Story, that a certain kind 
of Geefe grew upon Trees, fome have refolved 
to deny, that ever any living feathered Creatures 
were found floating upon rotten Wood 5 whereas 
a French Virtuofo has lately found, by repeated 
Experiments, that the Thing is really fo, and 
that the Eggs of living Creatures being thus 
hatched as they floated, gave Birth to the com- 
mon Report. In like manner the old Story, diat 
a Camel prefer ves Water in falfe Stomach?, and 
is thereby enabled to travel long without drink- 
ing, after being for a copfiderable Timeexplodal 
as a Fable, is at length owned by, Anatomifts 
fori Truth. 

Abfolutely 
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Abfolutely to avoid thefe contrary Errors, is 
toerhaps a Perfeftion not attainable by our Nature ; 
but it is certain, that with a reafonable Degree of 
Care, we might prevent our bein^ (o much fub- 

jeft to thefe Errors as we ufually are. W^ might 
err fomptimes through want of Capacity »^ where- 
as now moft of our Errors proceed fron? the Un-- 
Dowardnefs of the" Will, which we might cafily 
correft* In order to this, 1 yvould recommend 
it, as a Point of the higheft Importance, to ac- 
quire a proper Notion of the Value, and in Con- 
lequence thereof, a juft Affedtion for Truth. We 
commonly fay, that it is the moft amiable Thmg 
in the World, but perhaps we fay this with too 
little Senfe of what we affirm. Truth is amiable^ 
becaufc it is the Perfeflion of whatever we ci^, 
defire. It is the Knowledge of Truth that make^ 
us wife i in virtue of our loving Truth, we areho^ 
neft ; and by Reafon of our fpeaking Truth we 
are fincere. Now, as thefe are Qualities whichi 
have been ever admired, and every where ef- 
teetaed, it follows, that Truth muft be* an ami- 
able Thing. If fo, we ought to feek it in all 
Things ; it may indeed be *more important in one 
Refpedt than another, but is ever of fome Ira^ 
portance, and therefore never to be facrificed to 

' cwr Compjaifance for others, to our Foodnefs for 
our own Opinions, or an indolent Difregard oa 
which Side of the Queftion it lies. 

In the next Place, I would recommend a great 
Modefty in fpeaking, and an honeft Fear of af- 
ferting or denying, but upon full Conviction and 
upon very juft Grounds. There are fo many 
Things which we have not had an Opportunity of 
knowing, and fo many-morethat we never can 
kiiQw; what we are acquainted with >ye know fo 
P' d 3 fuper-^ 
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fiiperficially, and we are fuch improper Judged of 
Things ftrange to us, that a wife Man is fcarc^ 
ever peremptory^ and a Man'$ being pofitive, is 4 
ftrong Proof that his Judgment is weak. I do 
not pr^end to recommend a general Scepticifift, or 
the bringing our Doubts into Pradiee. In refpeft 
to the common Affairs of Life, we have all the 
Certainty that is neceflary ; all therefore that I ^ 
is, that where Nature ha^ denied this Certai^ity, 
we (hould not affirm we have it. . 

Laftly, in my Judgment, Diligence is a vcfjf 
ttfficacious Reqiedy: I mean Diligence in Eiv- 
quiries. There are many more Things withift 
the Reach of human Underftanding than is coni- 
monly apprehended ; , and if we would truft Re^ 
fen more, and Imagination lefs^ the Kingdom of 
Ignorance would quickly lofe many a large Fior 
vince. With refpeft to the Theory of Vifion ap4 
Colours, we know what ftrange Miftakes po0ej6M 
not only the Vulgar, but the Learned, and thi$ 
for Ages. At length Sir Ifaac Newton canfie; ancl 
merely by dint of Honefty, in not perfuading him' 
fclf he knew what in reality he knew not, diffolv'cl 
the Charm, ind opened a new Field of Know- 
ledge to thor admiring World : he did the fame 
Thing with refpeft to many other Branches of 
Science, and has thereby eftabliflied ^, jvift and 
lafting Reputation. We had another Phil0for 
pher .who was at once the moft credulous apd 
the ftidrt incredulous Man living, I rht^ifi itbonw 
Uobb$^ i^f Malmjhury ; whatever hisi oWn Ima^^i 
l»fcidii fuggcfted, that he believed, againft Rea* 
1011, agftinft Experience; whatever was generally 
received by others, he* would obftinately i^cft, 
^d fet hils Wit^ ro work to devife Objeftions 
figainft almoft felf-eyident Truths* Thefc ExaHfi- 

j)lcs 
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« pies confidered, will afford more Light' toward* 
I the Solution of your Queilion, thaa a long Train 

of Rcafoning. 
J One fees, by obferving the Courfc of Things in 
I this World, rfiat Credulity is the more fhameful 
Error of the two; but I own, that I do not fee 
why. Incredulity is as much wide of Rcafonj and 
CO the full as deftrudive of Knowledge, yet it ef- 
capes better, which is a Fate it does not deferve ; 
the moft difficult Thing I know is to preferve a 
right Condufl: with refpcft to what arc called vul- 
gar Opinions. Some are certainly too ready in 
receiving them, but many are as certainly blame^ 
abfe for treating th6m merely as fuch with Con tempt^ 
Common Confcnt is an Argument, tho* not an irre^ 
fragable Argument, and there is a Degree of Va- 
nity, to fay no worfe, in a Man's pretending to 
fet up his own particular Judgment, on all Occa- 
fions, againft that of* the reft of Mankind. To 
fpeak freely, I think a common Notion, ought ^ 
prima facie to be cfteem'd right ; but if any Man 
will modeftly offer Proofs to the contrary, I think 
he ought by all Means to be heard. To enquire is 
the only Road by which the human Underftanding 
can arrive at Knowledge ; and therefore we can 
never fuppofe, that Mankind came to an Agreement 
to bar it up ; and if they had, this would not 
bind their Succeffors. On the whole, too great 
Modefty, and too great Aflurance, are alike to be 
avoided ^ we ought to be afraid of advancing no- 
thing that we arc fure is true, and we ought to have 
alike Fear of denying what may be fo. I am fure I 
a£t a^eeably ^0 this Rule, in telling you that I am, 
moft heartily . ^ 

Tour Friend and Servant^ 

THEODOR.US. 



4o3 7 he Rational Amu&em9ktV 



LETTER VL 
P H A O N // G E L A D O N. 

I HAVE read with all imagii^abte Satisfaiftiop 
that Letter of Flsrimond^Sy vfith the inclofed 
Paper, which you were pleafed ta fend me. I 
Confefs, it is my fixed Opinion, that Mankind 
are pretty much the fame throughout all the 
Countries of the Earth, if we except the Imprefr 
fions m^de on them by Religion and Education,; 
and hence it is, that I am amazed, that foihc 
who would pafs for Politicians, give themfelves 
fo little Trouble about Religion, and fcarce think 
.of Kducation at all. 

We muft be Children before we are Men, 

and it is then only that we fufFer Inftrudkion, or 

think we have need of it. To let this Time flip 

without itiaking a right Ufe of it, is to leave 

Seeds when they are once fown, without weeding, 

or watering them. It is a Hundred to one, that 

they are choaked, and never grow up at all, or if 

they do, it is a thoufand to one that they become, 

good for nothing. We may fay the fame Thing 

with refpedt to Men : it is impoffible they fhould 

pafs through the World without having fome 

• Notion of Religion ; fince their own Happinefs, 

I-and the Happinefs of thofe they have to deal 

.withy depends ftrongly on their having right Not 

tions in this Refpeft. 

Such therefore in all Countries, as have little 

Tindure eithei? of Education or Religion, fol- 

^. \ low 
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>ow blindly their Inclinations, and devote them- 
felves wbpily to the Gratification of their Paflions., 
Among fuch Men? what Difference can there be ? 
None ftirely, but what 4rifes from thcCuftoifts ^nd 
Laws of the Countries in which they live. I 

. fiave not confined myfclf in my Notions on thi$ 
Head, to the bare Diftates of my own Judgment^^ 
but have endeavoured to call Experience to the 
Affiftance qf my Keafqn^ that, if^poflible, J 
Plight not be deceived. It is true, my Know^ 
ledge of Mankind hath not been very extenfi^ve, 
but ^ far as it reached, it confirmed me in this 
Notion, nor, could I ever find that Men were either 
better or worfe for living in this or that Climate, 
but merely from their having the Benefits of a 
liberal Education, or adling firom the Principles 
pf folid Piety, 

You know the Italian^ are generally ftigtpatized 
for many Vices, neither do I think it is alto- 
gether without Reafon ; but then this is wholly 
owing to moft flagrant Faults in their Education^ 
and tp thofp oppofitc Mifchiefs which prevail 
equally tjiere, ^theifm and Superftition. Such 
pf the Italians as have been happy in a regular 
jcind of Preeding ; and in confequence thereof, 
have jufter, I tn^an fincerer Notions of Religion, 

• pf whom, I have known feveral, are Men of ex- 
cpllent Charadters, and every Way worthy of 
Efteeip. All the Enquiries I have been able to 
jnake of feffons who have travelled in the moft 

. diftant Parts of the World, have ilTued in Sup- 
porting this Notion of thd Equality of Mankind, 
.^onfificred in their natural State. 

Give me Leave tp add to ^his, that there arc • 
certain epidemick Follies whiph afflift all Climates, 
^d.all Ages, which fefvc to diftraft the Under- 

ftandings. 
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ftandings, and corrupt the Morals of thofe among 
/whom they prevail ; out of many, I witf inftancc 
two. Idolatry and the L.ovc of Money. The firft 
exterminates all true Religion, and the latter tears 
up Virtue by the Roots. Whoever will confider 
all the Religions that prevail in the World, will 
difcover that a kind of Idolatry prevails ^among 
weak People, and induces them to place all their 
Hopes in Things idle and infignificant ; ahd this, 
I think, has been carried fo far, as to fill fomc 
Pepple with idolatrous Rage againft the Decency 
of other Folks Worfliip 5 neither could there be 
any Thing more oppofite to the Principles of the 
antient fakers, than their'making it a Point to 
diftinguilh themfclves by Habit ; for if Drefs be, 
^s it really is, a Thing of no Confequencc, then 
all Diftin(9:ions are unneceflary. As to a Fond- 
nefs for Money, I need fay the lefs of it, becaufc 
it is almoft every where but too notorious ; but the 
Vice that I mean, is not aPaflion for Wealth, on 
Account of the Pleifures it enables us totafte; 
but that Pafiion which extends no farther than 
Money itfelf, and which is fo far from confider- 
ing it as the Harbinger of Pleafure, that it makct 
the bare Pofleffion of it, which is really of no 
Ufe, the utmoft of its "^icfws. Of all our Vices, 
this is the leaflr rational, and for that Reafon, 
perhaps the moft furious. Other Foibles are 
Wore out in Time, but this increafes with ou? 
Years, though, to Ipeak the Truth, it is properly 
an old Man's Vice, fipce it cdnfifts in defiring 
what we cannot ufe. 

Although, in other Refpefts, People flrong^ 
touched with thefe Vices, ad in fuch a Manner 
as fhew they do not want either Parts or Pru- 
dcnce^ yet in Refpeft to that which takes up 

their 
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their Mffids moll, they ^re fo intoKicated that 
they a^ Rke^ Madrpen. For what is there mor<j 

frq^y ilupid tha^ for ^ Man^ othf rwife of goo4 
cnfe, tp think <^ making himfelf ficceptabfc t«J 
{he Governor of all Thingsi, by praying in a ccr. 
Iiain Place, by honouring certain Images, or hf 

rrforrping certain Ceremonies, whereas nothing 
clearer than that Reftitudc of Mind, and good 
Works, are all that can make Men ple^fing unto 
Gpd. On the other Hand, hovsr amazing is it 16 
iee Perfons who have a fl*ong Paffion for Money, 
part with it readily on the moft idle Pretences, 
provided only that a vaft Profit be promifed. We 
nave never hitherto ktn a Lottery, however dif- 
^dvantageous, which has not met with Encourage* 
rnent. Thofe who have fpared no Pains, and 
which is ftill Worfe, fuch as have fpared no Crimes 
to get tc^ether a 'Sum of Money, part with it 
for a few Picfees of Paper, charged with Words 
%o this Purpofe, fFTben the Shf falls ^ you pall catch 
l^arks^ ' In fhort Men are in both Cafes, Idola- 
ters; in both, they forgot the Ends of their Cre- 
ation, and deliver themfelves up to dclufive Ideas, 
^hlch end commonly in Diftradtion or Defpair. 

iVipong all the Methods that have been thought 
ef to amufe the Avaritious, and to pradife on the 
Lovers of Money by the fole Means by which 
fhey can be practtfed on, the Hopes of getting 
more, the PhilQfppher*s Stone feems to be the 
jbeit f:ontriyed. It is^ to fpeak in the modem 
P^r^e, $in old Bite. There were many Preten- 
ders tp this Art in the Time of the holy War, 
iBLTid amongd our old Statutes, there are not .a few 
for encouraging, and for preventing fuch Enter* 
prizes, according as oiir Princes were either Dupes 
fo jUcbymifts^ or perfuaded of their Rogueries. 
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In the Time of King JmesX a Law forbidding 
the Art of Multiplication was repealed, and we 
may fee from Ben. JohnforC^ Alchymft^ how much 
the Notion of making Gold by Art was in Vogue, 
though it had been before fully expofed by R- 
rafmus^ and by our Warned and eleg^int Poet 
CbauceryAqng before him. The Reafon affigned 
for repealing that Statute was, that People might 
not go Abroad, and confume their Eftates to a- 
void its Penalties ; and in Truth, I think it was a 
good one. Becaufe, if Mem will beggar themfelves, 
it is better they fliould do it at Home, becaufe 
then Poverty only changes Hands, and while they 
willingly hurt themfelves, they unwittingly do 
Good to others. 

There is not a Country in Europe^ where at 
certain Seafons this Madnefs of making Gold 
hath not prevailed 5 but what isl ftill ft^anger, the 
Eflfeds of this Fury were never fo warmly felt 
here, as in the Eaft^ where thoufands of Volumes 
have been written upon this Art of cpnverting 
Gold into Smoak, and where Numbers of Perfons 
truly rich, have been fooled out of all their Wealth, 
by a vain Purfuit of Riches never to be enjoyed. 
I cannot tell whether it will be News to you, that 
there are Schools of Alchymifii in China ; but I am 
fure it was fo to me, when I tranfcribed the in- 
-clofed Paper, which ^s I am informed, came from 
a Jefuit, who had been long refident in that Coun- 
try •, it contains a very curiox^s Hiftory of the bad 
EfFe6ts of this filly Notion, and of the great 
Addrels of Cheats and Impoftors in all Parts of 
the Earth ; both which are, in my Opinion, Proofs 
of the Truth of what I have laid <Jown ; that hu-p 
pian Nature is i;iniyerfally (he faniei and that all 

N»ttOM 
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Nations are alike compofed of the Wife and the 
Weak, the Virtuous and the Wicked. 

It was the Hiftdry you fent me of the Cbinefe 
Monarch, which put me in Mind of this, other- 
wife it might have Jain by me, as hitherto indeed 
it hath done, unconfidered, and confequently ufe- 
lefs. But if it is To lucky as to entertain you, 
and procure me from thence the Fayour of another 
Letter; I (hall think my Time well fpent irf 
copying it, as indeed I do whenever it is any way 
laid out for your Service, there being nothing 
which I more eftcem than the Honour of appear- 
ing in all Things, 

TourJincereFri^ndy and 

ObeMent bumbk Servant* 

. PHAPN. 
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THE 

WISE MAH*« FOtt y. 

Written in Italian, 
By Father SCHOTTI/ 



TH E Paflions of Men arc pretty much th* 
famC) wherever Mc^ dwells neither do 1 re- 
member to have f^^n any Vice or Folly pra6Ufed 
at Vmictj wJiich I did not find naturalized in the 
Indies. The Humour of appearing Wife in fhow, 
rather than in fad, prevails in China as much as 
in Europe^ and one fees there a Multitude of grave 
Men of all Profeflions, who are defirous of pafling 
for Sages and Saints, though fecretly as indulgent 
to their Inclinations, as any of their Neighbours* 
The Mandarin^ wh* was our Pfoteftor in the 
Northern Provinces, was a remarkable Proof of 
this. The following Story I had from his favourite 
Domeftic, who placed io much Confident in me, 
as to believe I would not iKyiilge it, where it 
njight turn to his Mafterts prejudice, neither do 1 
fet it down purely as it is a Angular Event, but . 
becaufe I apprehend it (hews the Genius of thefe* 
People, and their extraordinary Reach in Cijnningt 
beyond any Thing we commonly meet with in 
Europe^ even amongft thofe who are faid to live 

. by 
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by their Wits. This Mandarin piques Mmfelf 
much on his Knowledge in the naoft curious Sci- 
ences, is really a Man of great Parts, and as much 
Learning as any I converfed with in that Country. 
One would wonder that fuch a one, confidering 
alfo^ his Quality, fhould be fixed upon by a Shar- 
per for his Dupe, but as one wittily obferves, witb^ 
cut a certain Degree of Senfe, a Man cannot he 
made a FooL 

The Perfon who formed this Projedt of de- 
ceiving him, either was, or pretended to be, a 
Native of Great Tartary\ , he came with his Wife 
and Family into the Neighbourhood of this Man- 
daring Palace, and there praftis'd Chemiftry. He 
was a Perfon properly qualified for his Profeflion ; 
he had a grave Countenance, a referved Behaviour, 
feemed very modeft in his Difcourfe, an4 alFefted 
more than ordinary Piety, He was certainly {kill- 
ed in Phyfic, and did feveral very confiderable 
Cures, which brought him to the AfoWtfrZ/fs Know- 
ledge, who finding him an ingenious Man, coa- 
verfed with him frequently, and by Degrees be- 
^n to repofe great Confidence in him, the rather 
becaufe the Stranger paid him a profound Refpe<^, 
and feemed to liften to his wife Difcourfes. with 
much Admiration. 

After Ibme Months had paflcd in this Manner, 
our itinerant Phyfician took Occafion to (hew the 
'Mandarin a little Treatife on the Philofopher's 
Stone, as if he meant Only to have his Opinion 
-of it. 

The Mandarin fmiled, and told him, that if he 
cngag'd in fuch Studies, he would foon become 
Poor. The Stranger replied, that he was fenfible 
there was no fhorter Way to be Poor, than by 
hurrying to be Rich^ but that notwichftandiing 

this. 
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this, he was firmly ^rfuaded that ^ Man of mo- 
derate Defires, and- who would tnakc a good Ufe 
of his RicheSj would pot j^pent the Study h6 
made the Objeft of his Kidiqe. The Mandaritfy 
who affefted to be. very ^ife^ w^ curidus to 
know what he mcatit; but however^ carefully 
concealed his Curiofity, and pretended to perfifl 
in his former Opinion. 

A Day or two after, he fent foi* the Phyficiali 
to his Houfe, and after many Pro^eftations of 
Kindnefs and AfFeftion, exhorted him to quit 
thofe idle Studies, and keep to his Pfofeflion. 
The Stranger fought to defend the Science he had 
commended by many Arguments, which the 
Mandarin confuted, and had vifibly fd much 
the better of the Argument, that at length hh 
Antagonift faidj in a feeming Paflion, that he 
knew what he was doing ; that he had pra6lis*d 
this Art for many Years 5 and that he made Ufe 
of Phyfic only to conceal the Means by which 
he acquired his Wealth. He afte'i his Part fo 
dexteroufly, thit the Mandarin mth all his Skill 
fwallowed the Bait, and very eagerly defired to fee 
a manifeft: Proof of what a little before he affirm^ 
cd to be an impoflible Thing. 

The Phyfician, as if he had recoUefted himfelf, 
would willingly have retraced Part of what he 
faid, but finding that impracticable, he related^ 
not without ibme Reluftancy, the Story of his at- 
taining tlliis Secret. He faid, that he had learn- 
ed all he knew from a Gtf«r, ov^fire'Worfinpper^xh.tt 
is, one of the ancient Ptrfians^ or rather P^^j, 
of whom there are ftill fome remainmg in the 
Neighbourhood of Baku. This Man he iaid had 
taught him not the great Secret, but: one of an in- 
ferior Nature,which howevcrjwas very valuable, and 

' that 



that was the Art of tranfmitting Braf3^ Leadi 
Copper, and in fhort, all bafe Mecalsi into Sil- 
ver, by adding to them a tenth Part of their 
weight of a certain kind of Liquid, of which 
his Inftrudor furnilhed him with a large Quantity, 
and with the Prpcefs by which it might be made* 
This, he faid, he fliortly intended to enter upon, 
bis Stock being near out. Some time after, tha 
Phyficiaa invited his Patron to his Houfe, in or- 
der to fee the Operation performed. 

The MandarinT^ by the^Direftion of our Adept^* 
brought with him about three Pounds of Lead 
and Pcwuer, which he put with his own Hands 
into a glazed refining Pot ; this being placed in 
the Furnace, and fuch a Heat given thereto as 
melted it, the Phyfician direded the Mandarin to 
take it out, and then fhowing him a Bottle full 
of a clear Liquor like Water, but extremely 
heavy, he bid him pour out a Cup fullj and 
then gently decant it on the melted Metal. After 
this the rcfinitig Pot was again placed on the 
Furnace, and a ftrongor Degree of Heat giVeii 
it than before. At length he bid the Mandarin 
take it out, and haying poured it into a Tub of 
Sand, it appeared when cold, an Ingot of pure 
Silver, at which the Chinefej who underftood Me- 
tals well) and had never had it out of his Sight, 
ai^ared not a little ama2^ed. The whole how- 
ever was certainly a Trick, as the Mandarin was 
afterwards fully perfuaded^ though he could ftevct 
difcoVer how he had been itilpofcd upon. 

There Wanted no more to make him eager itt 
endeavouring to extrad the Secret i but his Endea-. 
vours were in Vain* The Phyfician afliired him^' 
that he had no more than a certain Quantity ot 
the Liquor, which he ihewed him^ and that hi*^ 
£ e ' th^rta 
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thereto he had never made any of this Elixir Lun^ 
himfelf ; but that he had fo excellent a Receipt in 
Writing, that he was in no Doubt of fucceeding 
whenever he went about it; a Thing he deferred 
only, for ^want of Convehiencies, fince he had by 
him Money enough to. purchafe all the nccdJary 
Ingredients^ and. to fubfift him while he was en- 
gagecj in the Operation, which he owned to be 
a Work of Time. His Patron heard this Dif- 
courfe with Satisfaction, not from any want of 
Generofity, or fear of furnifhing Money for the 
Expence ; but becaufe he thought it a convincing 
Proof of the Man's Sincerity, and that he was in 
no Danger of being deceived or cheated. 

On this Suppofition he offered the Ghymift an 
Apartment ip his PalaCe, with fuitable Accom-^ 
rnodations, and vfhatever he thought requifite for' 
going through this Pfocefs. . The Offer was too 
obliging to be refufed 5 the Phyfician therefore re» 
rrioyy imrpediately to the Houfe of the Manda- 
rin^ with his Wife, twg Servants, and all his Ef- 
fects. . After they had been there fometime, the 
phyfician introduced bis Patron to his Spoufe, 
who as he told him, was the Daughter of that 
Gaur from whbm he had this Secret. The Per- 
fian Ladies are efteem'.d remarkably handfome, and 
the Wife of our Virtuofo had Beauty enough to' 
be diftinguilhed, even anaongft her -Couxitrywo* 
men 5 but that was not all, the Vivacity of her 
Wit, join'd with the Modefty of her Conduft, 
and a prodigious Fund gf Good Senfcy made her 
extremely amiable; fo that. our Mandarin could 
not help thinking himfelf perfedly happy, whea 
admitted to converfe with ber. . ' . ,: 

• The grand Operation Went on all the Time, 
with all imaginable Signs ;of Succefsj.the Phyfi- 
• : : cian 
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cian fafted fcv^ral Days in a Week, he made long 
Prayers, aud obferv'd other ftrange Rites, which 
he told the Mandarin were agreeable to theReli* 
gion of xh^Gaurs. He likewife acquainted him 
.with their Theological Syftem, and amongft. o* 
ther Things, with their Notions of tutelary or 
prefiding Angels, which have the Cufto^y and 
Direftion of the feveral Elements, and are.cbnfc- 
quentiy to be invoked by all fuch, as would either 
g^in a deep Acquaintance with, or perform any 
extraordinary Change, ia Nature, At laft thefe 
favourable Appearances vanifh*d at once, and th^ 
Phyfician appeared for fome little Time amazed, 
^nd at his Wit's End ; however recovering him- 
^ielf by Degrees J he declared he would make a 
Journey to Baku^ in ov4^r;to be fet right by his 
Father-in law ; after which, he promifed to return 
and finirti what he had ^indertaken, propofin^to 
leave his Wife, his Servants, and his Effefts, 
which were very confiderable, as a Pledge for the 
keeping of his Word. The Mandarin readily 
confented, for he had now the utmoft Confidence 
in him, as believing him both a very learned, and 
a very pious Man. 

The Journey pur Chemift w^s to make, was • 
fuch a* one as would take up three Months at tl^e 
leaft ; his Abfence therefore afforded Leifure fdr 
the Mandarin to become fo deeply enamoured of 
the Stranger's Wife, as to leave no Means un- 
try'd, in order to obtain his Ends. With fome 
Difficulty he prevailed, and growing ftill the fond^^ 
er of her, he faw the three Months elapfe with 
no fmall Satisfaction, fuppofing fome Accident 
had befallen the Phyfician, and that of Courfe the 
Lady wouldbecome lawfully his, whioh fhe alfo 
' fcem^d' as cirneftly to defire. It ^appen'd hqw- 
^ e 2 ever 
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^ver otherwife. After four Months the Ht^band 
^return'd, and going haftily into his Laboratory, 
he there infpefted certain GlaiTes, flew into a 
dreadful PalTion, cryed out, that lie was abufed, 
"di(honour*d, betrayed j that his Wife was an Adul- 
tfefs, and the Mandarin a perfidious Villain ; he 
raid, that it was their foql Pradices which hin- 
dered 'the Angels from affifting his Work 5 that 
her Father-in-law the <?^«r, had dtfcoVer^d it t6 
him, and that he would go immediately to tbb 
€hmefe Court, and demand Satisfaction for fo ffi- 
grant an Injury. 

The Mandarin^ who knew the Confequoices 
Tuch an Accufation would inevitably produce, en- 
deavoured by all Means he could devife to pa* 
cify him, which at length he brought about, and 
the Phyfician was contented to depart with his Wife 
and Servants, and a very lai^e Satisfadtion in 
Gold and Jewels, which fliewed but too plain- 
ly what the Philofbpher's Stone was, of which 
lie boafted fo much. Yet, which is not a Ktdc 
furprizing, even this Accident hath not been fuf- 
ficient to free the Mandarin entirely from his Pro- 
penfity to the occult Sciences. So much ftrongpr 
iS a favourite Folly than Rcafon and Experience 
put together. 
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LEANDER/^ CELAPON. 



IH A V E, fince my Return from my Father's, 
where I left all the Family in tolerable gooci 
Health, been favoured by. Phaon .with a Sight bJF 
feveral entertaining Letters, which were written 
durir^ my Retirement there; and with which I 
hav^ been exceedingly' delighted. To fetch yp 
loft Time, permit me, dear Sir, without Apo- 
logy, to enter on the fame Strain of Correfpqn- 
dence ; for to dwell on Compliments to a Perfoa 
pf your good Senfe, would inftead of raifihg, 
rnoft infallibly fink me in your Opinion.* In thp 
juft Senfe ot this, I. quit the formal, for th^ iifefvjl 
StUc in Writing, and (hall immediately give you 
my Thoughts on the Subje(5t I am told yovi ex- 
pribficd fome DeCre to fee me handle, and thi^ 
tpo, with that Freedom you require. To Frioidis 
vjit ibqujcj fend Thoughts,vto other. Men Words. 
. The Theme -giv^n me by PbaQ% y^ this, to 
alTigi;! the Caufes why this Ifland of ours hath not 
produced as great Men as Athens or Rofnc^ Cncp 
1^ (eqfn^ to have pofleiled all thofe Advantages, 
whw^J* arc conwnonly looked upon as the Means 
^y which thofe Common-wealths rofe to fuich a 
Height, and produced fuch illustrious Citi^y^n^. 
Tf offermy Scntin)eni:si;>genuoufly, I muft co^fefe, 
I 4pubt whether the Cafe be as it is ftated ; I 
E ? 3 doub|; 
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doubt whether Athens or Rome ever produced Men 
unequalled -by Ferfons born in Britain-^ .^nd on 
the other Hand, I much queftion whether Britons 
may not be named, whom neither Greeks nor Ro- 
mans have equalled. . I fay I .doubt this, for I 
have Senfe enough to know, that it very litdc 
becomes, fa young and fo unexperienced a. Perfon 
as nlyfelf, to determine in fuch a Point. 

Amongit the Greeks I do not know a mprt ex- 
cellent, a more amiable .Charafter than that of 
X^^ophon-, he was a Philofopher, an Hiftorian, 
^nd withal his own Fliftorian ; he was indeed the 
Difciple of Sct^ates^ but he was the firft of his 
Difciples, and as a Captain, Hiftory affords us no 
Account of his Superior, cither in Courage or 
ill Coridu6t. So admirable was his Talent in 
Writing, that he could have given Irfimot-tality 
to any whom he celebrated ; fo virtuous, fo no- 
ble his A(9tions, tha^ the b^re Relation of them 
would |)e fufficient to preferve his Meriibry for 
ever. Yet illuftrious as he is, I can natiic an 
Englijh Man his Equal ; Sir IVaJter Rakigbh the 
Man. Alike confpicuous in Arms, and in Atts, 
he would have been the firft Man jn a'Univcrfi- 
ty, if he had confined himfelf to a ftudious Life ; 
but being too aftive for this, he became one of 
the firft Men in the Kingdom ; firft, in all Sen- 
fes, in the Cabinet, in the Camp, ?ihd'in the 
Court ; he was the clofeft Speaker in thie Houfe of 
Commons, and the moft accomplilh^d Galteit lo 
the Queen's Drawing- Room. In a Word^ wherever 
Sir fFa/ter Raleigb was, he was the mo(^ cdtifi(^cred ; 
his various Expeditions by Sea and Ilatid, make 
him Jr^»^^^»'s Equal as a CommaniSer, • hii ele- 
gant Hiftory of the World, fets him on the Le- 
: vcl with him as a Writer, his Condu<5: in his 

Cala^ 
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Calamities, ' and that cool Courage with which he 
approached Death, raifes him above Xenophon as a 
Philofopher, and equals him even to Socrates. 
You will admit that there is a ftrong Similitude 
between thefe two Chafaft^s, and that each of 
them is alike remarkable for Qpicknefs of Parts,, 
and which is very rare in fuch-Pcrfons, ajuftand 
fteady Application. ■ "' 

If the beft of the Roman Writers was a proper 
Judge of Roman Merit, then ought we to cohfi- 
der the elder Cato^ as the greateft Man that Re- 
public iever produced ; he was wife without affeft- 
ing any Thing of that Sournefs which too dfteh 
abates the Relilh we fhould otherwife havQ for 
the Converfation of eminent Men: He had Wit, 
which was always inftru6Hve, as well as always 
agreeable, and with .thefe Qualifications he had a 
Probity beyond Example ; his Condudl was ^o 
fteady, that all RoiHe conftfled, that whatever 
Cato did was right. He -was confiderabie in the 
State, by dint of his great Parts, but more fo by 
the univerfal Opinion Men had of his Integrity. 
Can human Nature afford a more exalted Chara- 
fter ? I/* believe not, and yet I think Sir Thomas 
More was no Way his Inferior. His Wifdom and 
bis Wit appear in his Writings, his Upright- 
nefs in the Uniformity of his Condudt. When 
he was a young and a private Man, he difappoin- 
ted the wifeft of our Monarchs, affifted by the 
ftbleft Miniftry in their Defigns, by a Speech of 
his in the tloufe of Commons. He checked the 
Pride of Wolfey^ when he was Speaker of the ^ 
Houfe, though he was made Speaker through he 
Intereft of the Court. He had fo great a Refpedt 
to his own Confcience, that he could not keep 
bis Maftcr's long. He had fo little Regard to 
E e 4 Life, 



4^4 'The Ratiokaiu Amuseibiekt; 

life, that he chofe rather to part 'with his Hauft 
than to depart even in Appearance from what he 
thought was right ^ ib compofed when he received 
Sentence, that he direfted the Bench to proceed 
decently, and yet; fo unconcerned at th^ ^onsent 
of his Departure,' that he jefled at the 61pfck^ h^ 
was too wife to place his Heart on the Things of 
this Life, and too innocent to hav0 a|iy Tcu 
rors about that which was to comi?. 

t ought next to give you fome Inftances of JgJi- 
glfjb Men who are pot; to be equalled^ either by 
Greeks or Romans j but this I chufe to 4o in Con- 
verfation. At prefent I (hall proceed in point- 
ing out what fcem to me to be the Caufesi why 
the Heroes of Greece and R^me have a greater 
deputation, and Teem more confiderable in the 
Eyes of the World, than Men gf equal Worth 
and Virtue, who have flouriftied in this Ifland \ 
for though I am fatsisfied, that many,^f our An- 
ceftprs have as equitable a Title . to Glory> ^s any 
of thofe excellent Perfons whom yoq and all the 
World fomuch admire in the Work^of Plutarcls 
yet I readily confefs, that the latter have a ipore 
general Repute, for which I think feveml Jiear 
tons may be affigned. I (hall very gladly ^war 
any Thing that may be urged againfl; ipy Na- 
tions, for I fpeak for Inftruftion S^ke, and iK)t 
out of wiy eftablilhed Prejudice in F^^vpuf ^f pay 
Countrymen. 

AU that we know of the World before the 
l^imes pf Chriftianity, which are Icfa than two 
thoufand Years, is derived to us ffcnp Qreek and 
Latin Writers. The Story of the ancient Egyp- 
tians^ 4Jjlyrisns^ Lydians^ Medes^ P&fiansy are 
/come to our Hands from Greek Hiftorians^ Who 
have not fcrup}ed to painti as well ais cal} then) 

Bar- 
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^Imrians^ wA tb det>ittiate their Manners ift 
order to advance their own. It is the fame 
Thii^ with reQ)e£t to the Romans^ for ^ter that 
Republic became the Miftrcfs of the World, Wfc 
Know nothing of the Afiairs oi other Nations^ 
but in ConfequenCfe of the Relation they ftood 
in to her 5 we n^ed not wonder therefore, that 
Gr^ks and Rpmans appear to us fuperior to ail 
other Pe6ple» becaufe we have no Reprefenu«- 
lifftis of wtitv People and of them, but from their 
own Pens. You know what the Lion's Anfwer 
was, on his being told that thfere were no Statues 
feprefenting the ViSories of his Spedes over 
Men ^ true, fiid hc» becaufe amongil us Lions^ 
we have iko Statuaries. Do you think this is al^ 
together unappKcaWe to the Matter before us ? I 
^m &re if you do, a Moment's Recolledion will 
imke you change your Sentiment. The Greek 
and tat^ Authors^ if we examkie them clofcly, 
i^ill be found to thargc each othfcr with this Kind 
i)f: Itgirflicc, rod therefore we may very fafely go 
^ fofarat kaft as^to diftruft both. 

Another Caufe of the wide Extent of the 
Fimeof tbefe Heroes, lies in the Languages where- 
in it is prcferved. Thefc ate become univcrfal^ 
,and of confequence, the Suhjcds of which' they 
treat are univerlally known. When we fpeak df 
Leaifnmg in general, we mean the Greek zndLafm 
Tongues, and the Knowledge of What is written 
in tiicm. This being fo, we need not wonder at 
the mighty Difierence there is between the Credit 
of their Heroes and ours. The Merit erf Ciefat 
is alike known in Poland znd in Britain^ whereas a 
Maw who ihould talk pf the Worth of Jaggelo here, 
lOr of yilfred there, inftead of being liftncd to, 
jjrpuld fcarce be underftood. It is the Style of 

Cqfimer'% 
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Cajmer'% Odes, and their AUufidris to Roman 
iJiftory,' which make them read^ artd admired 
t^oughoat • £ar^ ; as to the Po^ Prelates ' and 
Statefmcn, to wtem they are addrdflerf, no bodf, 
xromparatively fpeaking, eftiquires abouc tti^m. 
3s not thfe catching the Prejudices of the AilrierrtS; 
Oi^hj we not to do thefamfe JuftiCe to the' Me- 
mories of Men who livad three- hundred, as to 
thofe who ^lived three and twentf hundred Y«ars 
«go ? Ought- w^. to cortfine Virtutes like -Fnrits^ 
to certairt Soik and Climates', or ought we to have 
.'any other Standard for Praife, than the Excellency 
•of the Siripjedt ? As an Engli/hman^' fliall I repine 
that Fleury is not a Native of this Ifland ? or ought 
the reft of the World to cry dJ6wn Sit jfaac 
^Nezvtonih^z2^^{tht has no Parallel? ; ': 

\ To thefe, if my Letter was riot already : -of an 
fenormous Length, I could add many flr^hter 
,Confiderations, which contribute alfo to this ieem- 
ing Difference, but 1 flatter my felf I have^li'dady 
faid enough to bring you over to my Side of the 
Argument ; and if once I do that, your Penetra- , 
tion and Learning will furnifli you with a Va- 
riety of Refleftions on this Subjeft, to which 1 
^m a Stranger. I long to have your Dccifion on 
fo curious and fo important aDifpute, and I con- 
iefs to you- that my longing is fo' much the great- 
er, becaufel fliould then know whether you look- 
ed upon this Letter as filled with Reafoning or 
with Dreams. To me your Approbation or your 
Correftion will be alike agreeable, I (hould not 
be more delighted with your owning me in the 
:Right, than with your convincing me that I am 
in 'the Wrong; Truth is all in all 5 we arebap^y 
if we have her, and happy in having hcr brought 
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' I have fcarce left^ myfelf Ropm to tell you. how 
^nfible I am of the numerous Obligations you 
have heaped upon me, and how thoroughly I am 
perfuaded that you do tiot fo much as cxpefit 
Thinks for all you have done ; but. Sir, how much 
foevcr you hate. Flattery, you muft give me leave 
to be grateful, • and to glory in the Stik of, 

am^ ffwji* devoted Servant^ 
, LEANDER. 



L E T T E R vni: 

CELADON /(7 PHA6.N. 

I Return you the Bbok you fent me, which I 
have read with a^reat deal of Satisfaftion. I 
was very fenfible that we had not thrown away 
6ur Time while w6 were in the Country, but I 
muft confefs, till I read your Colledlion, I did 
pot think we had fpent it fo well. L perfcftl^ 
approve of your' ^referving oiir Letters in the 
Manner yOu ' haVe done, and I think you ^ hav$ 
ftrUck oiit perfonal Particularities with grdat Judg^ 
tnent. It al^yays'.was niy Opinion, and I appre- 
hend. I intimated as much to you before, that; a 
genuine Colleftion of EngUJh Lettefs might prove 
as inftruftive and entertaining ak any Thing, of Ji 
like Kind in another Language. Without QueF- 
tion it had been better, if your poetical Eflays 

had 
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kad becQ entirely finUhed, and yet had you ftftid 
for that, perhaps intcrvching Accidents migl^ 
have put the Thmg entirely our qS yqur Head« 
It i$ very likely they will be finiihed next Sumn^r» 
and yet it is very poffible they may not. As you 
manage it, the Variety is gfeatec, aad confer 
quently fo is the Entertainment, than if ^ they had 
been finifhed already. If therefore the Friend you 
mention concurs with you in^ Opinion, I, for my 
tart, have no Objeftion to their being committed 
to th^ Prefs. I have no kiea of depriving others 
of a Pleafure which it is in my< Power to com- 
municate, and ^ you have taken Care to conceal 
our Names, there is no Evil, as I apprehend, can 
attend jtheir Publication. However, confult the, 
reft of our Friends,' and donotHhg without their 
Confent, at leaft, nor if poffible, without their 
Approbationi ' / i 

We are butied here in packing up, intending 
next Weejc^ to fotvrn to Lon4o^. I have ^ good 
deal of Bufinefs to do, but do not intend this as 

E'i^cufe fipr^ny Ipn^ SilejKe^ A^ J (ba.U ther^e 
I greater C^nyqniencies in cqnfultiqg Men and 
ks^ I purpole fometimes rp troMble you witl> 
|norc regular Epiftles th^n I have liithertp written. 
Thqre are v^riou$. Subjefts which fall mpre ng^- 
iiwally into th^ Co;ivevfe pf Eriei?d§", tbftn uadef 
xhe Decifionevcp of Mifc^llane.pus , Aythpr^.; % 
!cpiUd point Qvit ipiany of thefe, b^ut th^t to ypy 
I kn^^w k would be iinneceflary. J^yitytu i^R^p 
we are.vmpn thi^ Topic, and I havp" my Pen in 
jpiy Hand, I fa^cy it wjH W% l?e iltp^ether amjifc 
4f I conaniunicate to you fpme Qblervatipn? J haV^ 
jnade wkh the t^me Freedoqni t^ey rofe^ if^ my Qwp 
34ind. The Miftakes of one M4n^ pro^e thip 
indired Caufes pf another's Wifdom. y^e Torber 

times 
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times owe good Writadrs to die A^^arance of bad 
Writings. If there had been no fuch Poets as 
Ogilby^ Fkcknot, or SkadweU^ we (hould iievet 
iiave feen the fineit Satyr in th^ £r^/^ Langua^ 
If ;many Things had not been wrdteten iallely cxm- 
4:erning the Civil War, the ^eat Earl of Qam^ 
idoM. would not fauve made k the Biifisiefs of the 
-beft Part of his Life, to iet it in its true Light. 
As on the other Hand, had 4iot this Hiih^ty 
'been fcurriloufly attacked, Pofterity hfid wanted 
thofe indubitable Proofs o^ its Authenticity, aqd 
that valoable, fliaU I fay, or k'vialuabk Vindication, 
which fell iixHnthe Pen of a certain eloquent Pre- 
late in Exile. 

Friends may ^ be ufeful to each other, by cooh- 
tnunicating freely their Difcoveries as to Books. 
It frequeintly h^^pens that a very wir^ched Per- 
formance paffiis through various Editions, amd 
maintains its Reputation, whidh at firft was iloUen^ 
longer than an Author of real Merit. For Inftance, 
many voluminous Colledions of the Quack Sal* 
moMj have been, and ftill are current in 4ihe World, 
- merely for want of beilhg properly expofed. A 
Man not well verfed In Arts may be eafily d€> 
ceived by one of his Ipecious Title Pages, and 
when he has i%ad o^ser a Load of antiquat^ Lun^ 
ber, may fancy he knows fomething of Paintings 
Chymiftry, Pbyfic, though he is in Fad more 
. ignorant than hie was before. On the other Hand, 
there zrt not a few excellent Books, which are 
loft and buried in Oblivion, for want of being 
properly taken Notice by fuch as diicover and 
tafte their Beauties. Let me put you in Mind of 
Hakemll on divine Providence, an old Folio, I 
ihewed you at the Beginning of the Summer, 
ndiich^ if either ibund Senie, or deep Learning 

could 
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could recommend to univerfal Efteem^^ would not 
be fo little known .^s it is. There was a Defign 
let on Foot fomc Years ago, which would have 
perfedly anfwered.. this purpofe. I mean the 
Britifii Librarian^ of which however, there is ^ut 
one Volume, though* nothing in that kind was 
ever fo well received. If its Author, who is of 
all Men living, the moft capable, would purfue 
and perfect this Plan, ^he would do equal Jufticc 
to the Living, and to the Dead. But till this is 
done, fuch Notices as 1 fpeak of, will be equally 
ufeful and entertaining, willl prevent our lofing 
Time in reading bad Books, and procure us the 
Pleafure' of Reading many that are good, which 
otherwife might never have come to our Hands. 

Ihe Memoirs of living Perfons, and of fuch 
as are lately dead, affords a judicious Man fre- 
quent Opportunities of writing both ufeful and 
pjeafant Letters. Something^on this Kind I fhew- 
ed you in a Letter on the Death of Sir Richard 
Steele, who, though he was iiot without Failings, 
as indeed what Man is without them, had. ten 
.Times more real Merit, than fome of his Contem* 
poraries who have been cried up to the Skies mere- 
ly becaufe they h^d i, little better Fortune. Had 
any Care of this Sort been taken about the cele- 
brated Author oi HudibraSy we had notfeen.ftich 
wretched Accounts of him,, as have been lately 
publifhed. I own it ^ives me very, great Goiacecn 
,when I fee thofe who have contributed to. make 
Mankind wifer and better, laid in their Grave 
without Diftinftion, as if they had done nothing 
worth Remembrance -, whereas he who has had; a 
. Share in knocking o*the Head twenty thoufand 
Men, or without any Sharers has acquired as 
many thoufaod Pounds, is tranfmitted to Pbfterity 

as 
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as a very jremarkalrfc Man, thougtvPofterityreaps^ 
nothing from his Labours. Oiie well written 
Pagej or the Example of one remarkable upright 
Aftion, is of more real; Ufe to the Public, than 
ail the fine Things that adorn fome modern Monu- 
ipentsr I could mention. How mucii ipcvcr a Friend 
of outs laughs at the Obituary I bncelhew^d you, 
it (till appe^s to me a very ufeful thing, and I 
would freely give a hundred Pounds to have it con* 
tinued, though in- no better a ftile, fot another 
forty Yea(rs; ' ^ ) : 

All i^emarkable Accidents deferve likewife a 
Place in fjjch a Correfpondeftce* . Not very long 
agQ'we bad'^n Account of fome prodigious fub-^ 
terraneous Difcdvcries which .were made by a Sut^ 
geon not far fn>m^P^/V,i I think it was at Mmte* 
marh but I believe few \ People ^ow what is . be-e 
come <)f thcrir. We! hafJ- likewife a Rumour of a. 
X^i ty found under Grpigxd at no great Diftaricc from' 
Naples^ but this was never thoroughly.- explained. 
Whereas the Tale we had many Years^a^ of an 
ijniribabited City in iariaryr ftumbkd upon by. 
fosmie <>f the Ctsarh Subjcfts, was redticed into r 
diftihft and clear Memoir, which will always re- 
main a Curiofity, and to which norcafonable Man: 
can refufe Credit. The Refult of our Intelligence 
in Journies, Converfations .with Travellers, or 
other accidental Difcoveries, may well be referred 
to this Head, and ought always to be committed 
to Writihg, and fent to our Friends, that as far as 
may be, no real Point of Knowledge fhould be 
in danger of Oblivion through our Carelefsnefs. 

The laft Thing I Ihall take Notice of is our 
Doubts or Inccrtainties about Perfons, Things, 
Paffag6s in Books, or whatever elfe exercifes the 
Underftanding. If thefe were communicated from 

one 
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one Frielid to aiiotbei^» they woidd be mucfi feon^ 
er and more certainly cleared up^ than inf oor 
Tcacatipus Enquiries, according as either Cbaqce 
or Opportunity directs us. There are^nqne but 
weak People who look upon it as an ImputadoD 
CO acknowlege their Ignorance of any Thii^ 
how daiic or oh&ure foever, dioug^ them are cer- 
tainly many Points in which the wilcft Men muft 
be at a Lois, and in which perhaps they might be 
helped out by Perfons hr leis wife. If I miftake 
not, OJharn fomew^ere obferves that die famous 
Chancellor BacMj conveded with much EaTe, 
with all Kinds of Mechanics about their own 
Employments. He could never have done thi^ 
if he h^ been afliamed of enquiring into fuch 
Things as he defired tp be ^acquainted with. 
Doubts ut inmoftQies the Grounds of Science, 
and he who has never experienced them, though 
he may believe many Things, can however know 
but very few. 

Farewell, dear Piaon^ pay my Re^)eds to your 
Family, and to all our Friends, ^nd be ^red 
tba( there is no Man who cither wifhes you better, 
or would more readily contributeto whatever might 
augment your Happinefs, than 

T(mr faitifid StrvMi^ 

CE3LAPQN. 
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CON TENTS. 

B O O K I. ^ 

^- « V Letter I. FlorimohcJ to Emelia, 

AJV* ixpojiulalory Billet qri a cold Reception. 
Injiances of Men^s^Bafenef^y no Refle£iion on 
^ the Sex. VerfesonthatSubjeSf. 

Letter I. Emelia to Florimond. 
^be Story of Alonzo and Elvira. Remarks there- 
V upon. Anfwer to the Verfes in the former. 
Letter III. Florimond /(? Emelia, 
A tender Expojlulatipn. Remarkable Story of a 
Scots Lady, ^he Danger of breaking folenm 
\Tromifes. 

'^ Letter IV. Emelia to Florimond. 
Severe Raillery on the foregoing Letter, 

Letter V. Florimond /^ Emejia. 
JA Panegyric on female Policy. The Hijlory of So* 
phronia. Pathetic Conclujton. ' V 

Letter VI. '£tnelia to Florimond.- 
Schemes of Emelia*i Mother. ^ Remarks on the Story 
<?/* Sophronia. A Birth-day Ode. r-^ 
Letter VII. Eliza to Florimond. 
Story of Torquatus and Melifla. Dangerous' E^efiSt 
of PaJJion. Verfes on the Powp- of Love, 
* Letter VIII. Eliza to Florimond, 
Jiifiory of Phaon and EHz^a. Remarks on the Re^ 
ciprocal Duties of Parents and Childr^. . Giddi* 
nefi.nolalwaystheE^ 

Letter IX. 'Emelia to Florimond. 

4 farther Account of her Affairs. Frailties of a 

fond Hufband. Raillery on her Lover* s Concern. 
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letter X. Florimond to Eliza* 
Hifif^ flf Honoria Mi My«Hl0i Ohfn^aHem M 
the, Isatun af iMm^iry^ Spng. r * _ , ,.^ 

Letter XL FJorimond to E^melia. 
(Honfiderations on feminine < fV^om. Paneprick on 
Sincerity f His Confidence in bis TUvaL 
Letter XII. Eliza to Florimondr 
Story of ]^ j\Ss fortune. Arts of a FrcncK Hfftifo- 
keeper. The Bracelet^ a Poem* 4 

Letter XIII. Emelia to Florimond, *^ ~- 
Farther ^cdunt of her own Affairs. Bjtmarh on 
her Father's Conduit^ ithe Praifes of her ovum- 
Lettef XIV. Emelia to Eliia. 
^he inefiimahle Value of Peace. Polly of fmdk 
Politics. RjefleSlions on £liza'jf Situation. 
Letter XV. Eliza to Florimond. 
Farther Account of her Adventures. - The World a 
Mafqutrade. The Lawfulnefs of innocent pij/imu^ 
lation. 

Letter XVI. Florimopd 7^ Elizas 
Providence always jufi. The Story of Belinda ywii 
Adolphu$. Ufiy an elegiac Pom* 

Lctfer XVII. Eliza to FJorim6nd« 
Impertinence of female Vanity. Account of j^meliai'i 
Situation. Enquiry as to the ^oem in fhe forfif€t 
Letter. 

Letter XVIII. Florimond to Eli^, 
tiifeSionsasfoJ>erCondufl. 

J^ctter XIX. Emelia to Florimond. 

flemarks on her Father^s Conduff. ^Umcholy Rin 

fteaions. Adhering; to Virtue the heft Co^folation- 

Jl-etter XX. Florimqnd io Elm. 

fhe Adventures of her F^othtq^ 0nJ rtmarhitbU In- 

fiti^f^ i^is Fidelit^n 






Litter XXI. EUza to Florimond. 

^Rfer Uneajhuft at Jl^aortV Mf^ in Teum. Refill^ 

, tihfwite to het Fathwl Prmifis to lAfit jfimelia. 

Letter XXII. Elii&a tb Patrtcio. 

€9f0en€y of Love and Duty. Apohgyfor btr late 

Con^u^. Pathetic Gmpkints of hU UnkindHefs. 

Letter XXIIL Fterimorid /(? Elila* 

Account ^ JPhaon. His own Gonverfafion with iiS 

Rival. Remarks on the prefent Confttfion of th^r 

Jffiiirs, 

Lettir XXI Vi Hippolytus to Flofimoritd. 
Mftory d/ Gelack)rt. Farther Account of Phaon* 
Anodd MUetfrof^CelstdQh to Hippolytus. 
Letter X A V* Eliza td Florifnoftd 
Her Father^ s favourable Reception of her i^etteri 
The French Houfike&per difchar^ed. Verfes pH 
Hope^ in the manner ^ Spencer. 
* JUetter XXVl FlorinFiond to EmeHa* 
Melancholy Situation of their Affairs. Ml hit 
y Hofet in his Rival i Imertaikty worfe than Mif* 

fortune. 
\ Letter XX VIL Hippolytus /(? Florimbnd. 
Hapip) Cof^liifion of4hft Adventures df Phaon and 
Eliza. 

Letter XXViil. Emelid to EliXa. 

Hei^ ^tuation grows worfe and worfe. Her Spirits 

. fuit^ broken. Refohes to make her Efcape^ 

Letter XXIX. Florimond to Hippolytus. 

Mappy and une^peR^d Cmdufion of bis and Celadon^i 

Adventwres. 



BOOK II. 

Letter I. Phaan to Florimond. 
Pfift^lnefs of well written Letters. The CharaSiers 
^ Hilario ^i^/i/Pbilintus- J^ature of jhmr Cor- 
rej^ondence. 
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Letter IL Pbilifitus IwM^^mfi^ ^ 
Etcpo/iulafimm i6fig Silence. Jjianger $( tfmeU^ 
intolKdXy: RecapitHktion of fmtier Intinmm^ i 
Letter III, Hilario t$ Philintu$. 
TVe Jhould not blame Friends on C9nje£lure. Pka- 
fant Story of a Polilh Monk. "Danger of qmttini 
folidfor lighter Studies. 

Letter IV. Philintus to Hilario. 
livery Nation ouglft to purfue the Views pointed out 
by Providence. l)efcription of Amftcrdam. 
Remarks upon its Grandeur, Trade and Riches. 
Letter V. Hilario to Philintus. 
Acecunt of a Journey to Naples. Pkafant Sfory 
of Pfipe Innocent XL Remarkable Accident in 
a -Conclave. ^ 

Letter VL Philintus to tiilario. 
Defcription of Stockholna. Account of the Copper 
Minp in Sweden. And thofe ofSiher in the 
fame Country. 

Letter VII. Hilario /^ Philintus. 
A View of the City of Naples. Partia^lar Defcrip^ 
^tion of the Charter-Houfe there. And a fbort 
Hijlory of the Mounts of Piety ^ or l^al Lumber 
Houfes. 

Letter VHI. Philintus to Hilario. 
<jGurney to Lapland. DiftinS Account of that Coiuh 
try. And a very impartial one of its Inhabitants. 
Letter IX. Hilario to Philintus. 
Jn odd Story of a Criminal in the Inqmfitim V 
Rome. A impartial Account of that Tribunal* 
A flrange Story ef a Turkifh Slave. Another of 
' , a pretended Magician at Naples. 

Letter X. Philintus to Hilario. 
Voyage from Amfterdam to Archangel. , Fair Ac- 
count of their felli^ Winds in Iceland. Brief 
State of the Mufcovite Empire. RefleBi(^ 6n 
itsGovemmint. 'ConjeShtre to its future Condition. 

' tlettcr 



C * T E N IP S; 

Letter XL Hilari6 /^ FhttiM:ui. 
i)f the Neapolitans^ /^^KT GihenmiiUi Cuflom^ 
&c. Caujes of the Dipravitjrf their Manners. 
Inftanctt ^ the ^ike. in other Nations^ 



BOOK III. 

Letter I. Florimond to PhaoD. , 

Jn . Enquiry into the Nature of true Patriotifni. 

Remarks on 'Travels, Strange Effects of JUyve. 

^ , , Letter it Phaon /(? Florimond. 
Ithe Folly (^ being Peevifh. ^alities of true Friend- 

fhip. Sicknefs fometimes a greater Good than 

Letter III. Celadoh /(? Phadn. 
No Condition of Life fecure from Accidents. Buji- 
^ nefs not to be reconciled to a ftudious Temper. 

ijove qf Retirement J ajlrong PaffioH. . 
' Letter IV: Eliza to Florimond. . 

Pajl Misforiunes afford prefent Pleafure. Some 
Account of a Treat if e ftiled' the Philofophy of 
Love. ' Vanity a mean Vice. 

Letter V. Florimond to Celadon. 
Seme Evils are not to be reniedied. Tet they are 
not infupportable. There cdnnot be a ftronger 
• Proof of Wijdom and Courage than bearing thefH 
with Patience. 

Letter VI. Phaon /(? C^Sladon. 
An ASlive Life far, from being unpleafant. It is a 
fVeaknefs to repine at our CircumfianceSj which 
arefeldom orneverfmbadas we fancy them. 

Letter VII. Sophia to Enoclia. .1 

A Sehemefor bringing her Mother to Reafon. 

Leiti&r VIII. Emelia /^ Phaon. . 
The Story, <yf Leander. Re^arksi on hafiy Marri- 
\ ^^l* PhUdren: apt to, be finfible of. their Duty 
too l^t. .\ LctiScr 
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LettdriX. Eliialto BhkirmmA 
Jfy^ of QUa^isls Marricige. Ft^dl Liul^ 0\ 

Letter X. Celadon Id FloriQiQnd* 
Happy EffeSs of Phaon'j Letter. Strange Turn in | 
hu jfairs. Agreat Eftate a Truji dtpofite^h] 
Providence. . ; 

Letter XI. Phwn to FlorlmoncL 
lEftory of Leaiidcr and Lucinda. Jjovt Mt^rri^es 
\ not aho^s mh^^ppy. RefleQtQm on thai Suj^M* 

Letter XII. Sophia to Eliz^. 
DetMl of Family Affairs. Change in Clarind^^^^A^*- 
ners on her Marriage, Wifdom in Wfues to con- 
form ibemfelves to the Conditions of their ffusb^fids. 
Letter XUI. Floriaiond to Phapn. 
Friends arefom^timet apt to heighten fan;ourabk Or- 
cumftances^ and to throw a Shade over JkcJb as 
are not f§. Love does not alter^ hut^ heightens^ 
and improves the Genttis. Eicampk of this in 
Hippoly tus and Clarlnda. 

Letter XIV. Celadon to Florin^cJ* 

An agreeable View of a rural Oecononijf. Bufinefs 

hecom^es daily more agreeable^ wh(^ once a Man 

applies himfelf to it. Free Thoughts on Frit^^p^ 

Letter XV* Leander to Celadon. 

A Letter of fateful Acknowledgment. Free BLemarks 

§n Mankind. Inter fperfed with Country Nfws^ 



BOOK IV, 

Letter I. Phaon to Celadon. 
Leander welifiilkdin the Saxon Lai^a^. 

Scheme for writing a compl$at Hifiory (f Ejpi^I^ 
- Poetry. Copious Plan of fuch a Wdtk. 
Letter 11. Leander to C^ktifeit 
Ohjirvatitms on the antient Bd^ih p4ii^ Jkjti^ 
iimif. Another near 1200 Tears old. *^ 
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Xxtmt III. CkMM to Leaixter. 

N^ ^A^ngfh JhHquity 4 mer Nations, ani ^ 
kping ignorant of olir ^m. J^ment htween | 
the Mmrnern of tbeprifent Highlanders, aud thi '^ 
^IKTlStOns. Vtferv^ons on that^uhfeSf, ^ 

Letter ly. Leaa^er to Cdadon, 
Hifiory of the Sfxon Poetry. A Sfectmen thereof. 
^JnJtan^iSjf all the Beauties admred iti mtient 
^'dndmddefn Poets tH Saxon Odes. . 

Letter V. Phaon to Lcander. 

ne Xaplarid Odes in the Spellator^ truly ^ra^a- 

;- tions. Som Account of a curicus Book tf Dray- 

^ t6n*s. Prudence and truths afahle. Verfesbj 

a]ti\x\tontbep^tbof bisCat. 

I^etter yt. Leander to Cda^oh. 
iBiJ^ory of tbt J5ani(h Ppetry. Remarks upon its 
Jin^hr Spirit. , Two Specimens. 
; Letter Vll, Celadon to fh^Qn. 
J^fceOaneous Ohfervatfons on Poetry. Remarks on 
■ Allegorick Poems. An Indian Tale. A Poem 
in tke Stile of Phaedrus, Tranflation tbererf. 
l^etter Vlll. Leander to Phaon. 
Aciount of Family Affairs, Grci^t Vfe of AmancholPf. 
Jree Thoughts on various Subjects. 

Letter IX. Phaon to Celadon* / 
fiiemarks on the foregoing^ Letters. Story of Cardinal dc 
V\t^xyf Sever alPeems.fr om various La 

B O O K V. 
Letter I. Flprimond to Pliaon. 
When one good Dejign is at a Standi xve ought to 
projefl another. Plan pf fucb a one. Hifkry of 
Boadlcea^ aWixs&i S^uem. 

L^t^r II. Phaon to Fldrimon^. 
Jidetbod of reading Englifh B^^ l^tfubufs of 
this Study, i^orj of $iff^n^ King of the Eaft 
APgleji. Letter 
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Lemtr JII. i Geiyon^ to Wotlmoti. 
yiility.ofi€U£b^dHift9ries. Rukifisr Writing tM 



Letter 1. Tb^odo1'iisV<?'C ' 

9T&^w^^ for a MeTi/tt "The J^^fh V b€arif\ 

JffliSlions, Fafbettc AppUciium. , ' ^ '"' 

Letter \l.\ Sophia /o Eliza, ' .; ^ 
Superiotity of ^ female Educafml Re^arkahfe Stw 

of a Divine, '^bo married a^ Shrew. ^ Maximi i 

feminine Policy, \ "^ / ' * V ; 

L^ttfr4ll, ; Phabri.i^ Cdadon./'"^^ '* 
Hijiory andCharaffer of Mr^<^T^^.; OhftriM^i 

option Humourifts. Xt^ f^egend)^. Poverty.' ' 
Letter .^V; ^Ibrrmond^fi? Celadon. 
/ill the kacf'of^^^ 

Notioik ^mtned and refkieil \ i0orj(f CAam 
• his ff^/^^^r^/'China^^'^ t J ^ ' *' 

i^tit^v v. Theodbrus tfl , Florimo^d. ' ' 
61 the ffMiri of Credulity ahd incredulity, fl 

tfftter as Jhameful as the fchrmer.^ \ J^siks for i^ 

voiding bofh. ': ,' l '' -Vr ^ 

. Letter Vtv :^4on^^^^^^ 
fkin much "the fame in dfl ^gts ^^ti^ Places. '^^Praoj 

of this. ^he^WifemfCs Folly, a Chirlefe^tor 

^_ . ] t^^^^^ VJL;. - Leandcr ^/^ Celadoa. 
Englifh Heroes as eminent as thofeoj antient Grcca 

and Rome. Parallel between ^ Xenophon an 

Sir Wfllt^ Raleigh. And bitwM Cato an 

5/rT. More. • > • / '^ 
\ . Lettter VIIL Celadon to ^Phaon. - 
On the intended PubIii:^tfon of t^e Letters. C 

the Benefits flowing from E^i^M^ Ct^refponi 

.encti QHcliffon,-^ ~ ' 



